
Publications on Leclaire (1890-2009)  
 

Notes:   

The material transcribed here is from a variety of sources, including newspapers, periodicals 

and N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company publications.  Additional articles are added on a 

regular basis and are listed in chronological order of the date originally published.  

 

The documents contain information about Leclaire, N. O. Nelson Manufacturing and its 

employees, and early residents of the village. 

 

 Several newspaper articles come under the heading “Leclaire Laconics” which was the name of 

a regular column of Leclaire news in the early 1890s for the Edwardsville Intelligencer.  Many 

articles have no headlines, since that was a common practice in early newspapers. In the early 

years of Leclaire, Edwardsville had two newspapers.  Besides the Intelligencer, there was the 

Edwardsville Democrat which often referred to Leclaire as “South Edwardsville.”  Editor A. L. 

Brown believed strongly that Edwardsville’s new suburb should not be “Leclaire.” 

 

There are also newer articles written about the history of Leclaire.  These are primarily articles 

from the Leclaire Newsletter published in the last 10 years. 

 

Every effort is made to ensure accuracy in the transcriptions, but if you should identify an error, 

please let us know.  Note that articles are typed exactly as written a century ago, so “employee” 

is spelled “employe” and the word street or road is not capitalized, i.e. “Main street” Also, 

especially in later articles, the spelling of Leclaire was sometimes mistakenly listed as 

“LeClaire” and the spelling of Holyoake Road is written as “Holyoke road”.  

 

 
 



March 28, 1886 

Chicago Tribune 

Cooperative Store Proposed 

 

________ 

 

 A manufacturing company in St. Louis, N. O. Nelson & Co., has undertaken an important 

step in the interest of its emloyes. It proposes to them to open a cooperative store, to be run 

exclusively by the workers, or parties appointed by them, the firm offering to furnish a suitable 

place in the establishment free of charge for one year.  

 It also offers that, if desired, the buyer of the firm shall do the buying for the cooperative 

store, but only in case the cash be furnished, the business to be done strictly on a cash basis 

throughout. It is suggested that the formation of an association on this plan would be equivalent 

to adding three or four dollars per week to the wages of the employes. 

 Here is an example that may be followed with advantage to all concerned. Large firms 

that may make such an effort to improve the condition of their workers might reasonably count 

upon an intelligent appreciation of the fact and even an increased efficiency of services in the 

case of all but the ungrateful few who are incapable of a kindly feeling towards those who lend 

them a helping hand  

 But the greatest benefit would inure to the workers themselves. The firm in question 

states that the profits of retailers range from 15 to 50 per cent. Of course this does not mean 

actual profit, but the difference between wholesale and retail prices, out of which the dealer must 

pay the expense of conducting his business.  

 A large part of that difference might be saved ―just as well as net‖ by an association 

which is allowed to operate rent free, and would detail competent members to take turns in 

performing the distribution of the goods or hire a suitable person to do it. Probably the statement 

of differences above noted is somewhat too large to apply to Chicago, as competition among 

traders in this city leads them to shave down on profits pretty closely where they can obtain cash 

customers.  

 But even here a saving of fully one dollar in every five or six might be made by 

purchasing the family supplies on the cooperative plan. It would be at least this if the necessary 

room for the handling of the goods could be obtained free of rent by the men and women who 

would be at the same time patrons and owners of the institution. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 12, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Company Means Business 
 

Means Business 
________ 

The Project of a St. Louis Manufacturing Company 
________ 

  

The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., of St. Louis has decided to locate its manufactories 

in one of the towns on this side of the Mississippi river. If no suitable location can be secured 

near or adjoining a town the company will establish a suburban village of its own. 

 The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company is one of the largest institutions of its kind in 

the west, if not in the country. Its plants consist of machine shops, brass shops, store and 

shipping departments, offices and other buildings. To these are to be added an iron foundry. The 

plant is being operated on the co-operative plan. That is, every workman shares in the profits of 

the establishment in proportion to his salary or wages. It was one of the first to adopt this system 

in this country and has been working under it five years, during which time it has declared 

dividends equal to 33 per cent. On that dividend a mechanic earning $2.50 per day for 310 days 

in the year would receive $313.26 as his share; an office boy at $5 per week, $105.10, a traveling 

man at $2,000 per year, $808.46; a porter at $12 per week, $252.24, and so through the entire 

range of salaries. These dividends the employees receive in cash, with the privilege of investing 

them in stock of the company. A surplus fund, to provide for a losing year, is established and 

maintained by placing aside 10 per cent of the earnings each year, and a provident fund for 

employes in time of need in like manner on a reserve of between 5 and 10 per cent each years.  

 Mr. N. O. Nelson, the head of this enterprise, has been studying for a number of years 

past on a plan to secure a still greater unity of action and community of interest. He has studied 

the system as practiced by a few leading European establishments and has plans fully matured. 

His project is to secure 200 acres of land. On this will be located first the foundries, shops and 

other buildings. The remainder will be laid out into tracts of an acre or less for residents purpose 

of the employes. In the platting it will be attempted to retain a certain appearance of 

picturesqueness and roominess. The owner of each tract will be permitted to exercise his own 

individual taste, to an extent so as not to interfere with the general symmetry necessary to a 

satisfactory effect. The beautifying of grounds, streets, lanes and squares, will be encouraged as 

far as possible and an effort made to have the residence portion resemble a park or place of 

resort. In this respect the idea is after that of New Manchester, Mass., established by the Cheney 

family, the extensive silk manufacturers. There is a suggestion in the project of the system under 

which Pullman was built, but a wide difference exists between the two. Pullman is owned by the 

Pullman Company. Its population rents houses ready made. The N. O. Nelson Company will 

avoid all tendency toward the destruction of independence, and while its endeavor is to help its 

employes they will do so in a general way and expect the employes to buy their own homes. The 

basis of the undertaking is the profit sharing system, which is in practice and under which any 

employe will be enabled to build on time payments to be made from the profits shared by all 

connected with the company. 



 An effort has been on foot to interest the company in Edwardsville. Mr. N. O. Nelson, the 

projector of this enterprise, accompanied by A. E. Barns, editor of the Age of Steel, were in the 

city to-day. Mr. Nelson has been considering several locations for some time. He is thoroughly 

posted on the advantages and disadvantages of each. He has carefully considered railroads, 

water, coal and other facilities indispensible to a large manufacturing plant. The visitors looked 

at a number of sites during the forenoon. An impromptu meeting of businessmen was held in J. 

A. Pritckett‘s bank in the afternoon. The subject was referred to a committee consisting of Co. 

Wm. E. Wheeler, John S. Trares, A. Gerber, A. Keller and W. F. L. Hadley 
________ 

 

 
February 19, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Editorials by Charles Boeschenstein, Editor 
 

EDITORIALS 
________ 

 

 T. C. HULLMAN, book-keeper for P. Wonderly & Co.‘s mines, received a letter from the firm 

at St. Louis, this morning, inquiring what the citizens had done toward securing the N. O. Nelson 

company, adding that their party would likely locate if the first has settled, and requesting him to 

send details. The INTELLIGENCER was applied to for information, and hence learned of the letter. 

Who the party is or what they intend to do is not material now. The facts, however, prove the 

assertion which has been made that the location of this company will draw others. 

________ 

   

 Think of it, N. O. Nelson‘s works, J. B. M. Kehlor‘s mill, the Steel Truss Car Wheel shops, 

the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis railroad and any number of other buildings. When Alton comes 

over to the convention next summer it will require one policeman for every delegate to show the 

sights. 

________ 

   

 Speaking of the Steel Truss Car Wheel shops, Mr. N. O. Nelson said ―I would like to see 

Edwardsville get the shops. If I become a citizen I will identify myself with her interests. I would 

contribute to these shops as I would to anything else that I thought would benefit the 

community.‖   People who know the gentleman‘s business career in St. Louis understood how 

cordial these words were meant.  Edwardsville ought to have several more like him. 

________ 

 

 



February 19, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson‘s Project 

Nelson’s Project 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson, of the Nelson Manufacturing Company, of St. Louis, was in the city 

yesterday to receive a proposition from the committee selected at a meeting of business men a 

week ago. He left for Troy shortly before the noon hour and Edwardsville is awaiting his 

decision in regard to her offer. 

 Mr. Nelson, as has been stated by this paper before, contemplates to remove his several 

factories and shops from St. Louis to some point on this side of the Mississippi river. He further 

intends to acquire land sufficient for residence purposes for the several hundred employees. The 

manufacturing plant which he proposes to build will consist of iron foundries, machine shops, 

brass shops, cabinet shops and eventually pottery works. He will in time put in a waterworks 

system, gas works and electric lights for his own use. Should he locate in a town or city these last 

enterprises will be built with sufficient capacity to supply his plant and the whole, or any part of 

the community which desires to avail itself of the advantages.  He has been maturing plans 

for this undertaking in the course of years. He has traveled abroad and in this country for the 

purpose of inquiring into and making observations as to the most feasible system to arrive at 

practical results. The business he is engaged in is profitable and the plant of which he is the head 

is one of the largest institutions in the west and is increasing. 

 Mr. Nelson has been considering several sites and has been offered inducements by a 

number of points. He was induced to consider Edwardsville as a competitor for location, and has 

made several visits to the city to determine her advantages. Last week he came out to make 

further inquiry. A conference of business men was held and a committee, to which the subject 

was referred, was selected. It consists of Col. Wm. E. Wheeler, Alonzo Keller, John S. Trares, A. 

Gerber, and W. F. L. Hadley. This committee went to work immediately to ascertain what site or 

sites could be had and incidentally canvassed the field to find out how much money could be 

raised to purchase the land. A tract of 200 acres, or as near that number as possible, will be 

required. The committee priced lands and secured the refusal of some at prices ranging from 

$150 to $250. The gentlemen could see no way of raising this amount of money, and finally 

decided to offer a tract consisting of 46 acres, held at a purchase price of $200 per acre, or 

requiring $9,200. This offer was made to Mr. Nelson, and he consented to reply within a week, 

but thought it very unlikely that he might accept. 

 THE INTELLIGENCER has closely observed the progress of the work thus far. It believes 

this point will be given the preference over any other that may be offered, provided the 

inducements are moderately as reasonable as at other points. The location here of this plant 

would induce other enterprises to come. There are related industries that would naturally follow. 

The fact that the vast N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company came here would influence to bring 

more. The profits of the plant would be invested here, and Mr. Nelson‘s statement is that the 

annual addition to their investment would be not less than $75,000. 
________ 

 

 

 



February 26, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

It Rests With The Citizens 

It Rests With The Citizens 
________ 

 

 Mr. N. O. Nelson has been induced to make the citizens of Edwardsville a proposition. It is a 

straight forward, honest, business offer. He makes known definitely what he wants, and how and 

in what manner he is to receive it. He states precisely what he will do and what he will give in 

return. There is no double dealing and no deception. His statement is plain, concise and means 

business. 

 The committee of citizens have reported that they ―consider the matter in hand as one 

beneficial to the people of the city, and well worth the money that it will cost to procure it.‖ A 

citizens‘ meeting enthusiastically endorsed this decision. The question now is on raising the sum 

required by terms of the offer. The amount is big, but the project is big, also. The subscriptions 

which have already been received demonstrate that a good part of the community, at least, 

realize the importance of holding fast to this opportunity. It remains for others to do their share. 

The work must be carried forward with vigor. Whatever will be done must be done promptly. 

The time was limited to ten days, and to-day counts three. The citizens must say yes or no 

without hesitancy. Yes, means growth and progress; no, means standing still and retrogression. 

Between these two is the choice. 

 Nothing will inspire confidence among subscribers for smaller amounts as the evidence of 

confidence among the class which are known to be able to give. The work must be pitched on a 

high scale. There must be no shirking. 

 If you are for Edwardsville, money talks. 
________ 

 

Footnotes 

 In an adjacent column THE INTELLIGENCER printed an untitled moral imperative in verse:  

―Breathes there a man with soul so dead that never to himself has said, ―I must chip in to boom 

the town.‖ If such there be--a man of means, with surplus money in his jeans--go mark him well, 

and set it down that he‘ll be roasted good and brown. The people will his business shun; and 

should he for an office run, the voters will flock out like sheep and snow him under safe and 

deep. Despised by those he moves among, he‘ll find a lash in every tongue, and die un-honored 

and unsung.‖ 

_______ 

 



February 26, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Not Sure If Offer Accepted 

NOT SURE YET 

________ 

What has been done to secure the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. 

________ 

 The prospects for inducing the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company to locate at 

Edwardsville were melancholy last Thursday. As will be remembered by the readers the citizens‘ 

committee made Mr. N. O. Nelson an offer. He agreed to give them his decision within a few 

days. It came on Thursday morning. A letter conveyed the information that the company 

regarded it better to stick to its original idea of keeping away from an existing town--get a large 

body of land at farm prices, instead of paying high prices for a small tract. A telegram was 

immediately sent to arrange for a meeting. The gentlemen who had interested themselves in the 

matter were not ready to let go so soon. The citizens‘ committee met in the afternoon and 

appointed a sub-committee consisting of W F. L. Hadley, E. B. Glass, and C. Boeschenstein, to 

wait on Mr. Nelson. 

 They went to St. Louis on the 3:30 K.C. train and met him in his office. The next two 

hours were devoted to instill Mr. Nelson with the enthusiasm for Edwardsville that the 

committee had come abundantly supplied with. A new proposition was arranged. The citizens 

committee met on Friday and on Saturday. It held several meetings each day until the 

preliminaries were in such shape that the matter could be presented to the citizens. On Monday 

morning the options and other arrangements were reported to Mr. Nelson and he pronounced 

them satisfactory. Mayor E. B. Glass thereupon issued a call for a citizens meeting. 

 The citizens meeting convened in the circuit court room on Monday night. It was the 

largest and by far the most enthusiastic meeting of its kind held in many years. John A. Prickett 

called it to order. Mayor E. B. Glass was selected to preside and C. Boeschenstein was chosen 

secretary. Co. Wm. Wheeler, for the committee, consisting of himself, Alonzo Keller, John S. 

Trares, A. Gerber and W. F. L. Hadley presented this report: 

 The committee appointed to receive and consider the proposition of Mr. N. O. Nelson to 

erect his works at Edwardsville upon condition that he be given 200 acres of land for that 

purpose, now report: That looking favorably upon the proposal we proceeded to ascertain if the 

lands in the designated locality could be purchased and at what price. We found the 200 acres 

would cost $34,800. We then held a conference with Mr. Nelson and informed him of the prices 

at which these lands were held, and that it was the judgment of this committee that so large a 

sum could not be raised by our people. The result of the conference was that Mr. Nelson agreed 

that if our people would secure him a certain 158 acres, priced at about $24,800, he would take it 

and pay all over $20,000 himself: the committee to obtain for him an option on certain other 

lands at fixed figures. The committee now holds written options on the desired lands, and it only 

remains to raise the $20,000, neither more nor less, to secure the enterprise.  

 This fund will have to be raised entirely by individual subscription, as Section 12, Article 

9, of the constitution of our state prohibits the city government from becoming further indebted 

in any manner, for any purpose. We refer to this constitutional prohibition in order that any 

supposed aid from the city may not be made an excuse for not subscribing by those who favor 



the enterprise, but who think the city ought to step in and help the cause. The action of the 

committee has been entirely harmonious, and any delay in the matter was owing to causes 

beyond their control. We conclude our report by saying that we consider the matter in hand as 

one beneficial to the people of this city, and one well worth the money that it will cost to procure 

it. 

 This was supplemented with a letter from Mr. Nelson addressed to Wm. E. Wheeler, 

chairman, &c., which says: 

 ―We are satisfied with the options reported to us by Mr. Boeschenstein, amounting to 215 

acres, more or less. We beg to inform you that at any time within ten days we shall be ready to 

pay any excess over $20,000 which the land we decide to take may amount to.‖ 

 The rest of the letter provides terms and conditions which have no interest except as 

protection to the subscribers.  

 After the reading of these papers the chairman invited remarks. J. A. Prickett, W. F. L. 

Hadley, W. H. Krome, A. Keller, John G. Irwin, J. W. Terry and E. B. Glass and others held out 

the advantages the institution would be to the city and urged prompt and decisive action. 

 A committee to circulate lists for subscriptions was appointed. It consists of J. A. 

Prickett, Wm. H. Krome, E. A. Keller, A. G. Tuxhorn, Robert Hagnauer, A. A. Klingel, J. W. 

Terry, Mike Desmond, E. J. Jeffress, W. T. Flynn, A. S. Helsel, Charles Prange, John Stolze and 

Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum. To these was added the chairman E. B. Glass. On motion of Mr. Krome 

the committee of five will be continued to supervise and eventually to close the negotiations. 

 The subscription committee divided itself into sub-committees and yesterday afternoon 

started on its campaign. 

 The Intelligencer last week stated that if the N. O. Nelson company is secured related 

industries will follow. Other enterprises will be drawn here. One company which manufactures 

wood working machinery, has already determined on such a move, and has put this desire in 

writing, as follows: 

 N. O. Nelson Manf‘g. Co., 

  Gentlemen, -- When you have found a suitable site in the country, we would like 

to join you, if agreeable. 

  Lattimore Machine (?) Co. 

  by D. J. Lattimore, Pres. 

 The original of this was sent by Mr. Nelson to the editor of this paper. 
________ 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 1, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Farmers about Edwardsville should be as much interested in the location of the Nelson 

Company and the Car Wheel Works as any others, for they will cause a largely increased 

demand for just such products as they desire to dispose of in this market.  Lend a helping hand to 

the enterprises, gentlemen. 

 

 It was well said by Senator Hadley, in his speech before the citizens meeting, held at the 

court house Monday night, the location of Mr. Nelson‘s Co. and Mr. Dunstedter‘s Car Wheel 



Works in our midst, will in five years time, make Edwardsville the most populous town in the 

county.  Alton not excepted.  And the beauty of it is that the increase will be made up of a very 

desirable class of people – ―skilled mechanics,‖ if you please. 

 

 In making your subscriptions to the proposed new enterprises do not lose sight of the fact 

that by securing them over two hundred acres of valuable land will be added to the corporation, 

which will be divided into city lots, together with about $1,000,000 invested in the plants, all of 

which will be subject to taxation.  Figures will conclusively demonstrate that in a few years they 

will pay us back in revenue. 

 

 On the subject of location of the Nelson Corporative Manufacturing Co., Belleville, 

Lebanon and the Bridge Land Syndicate are in the condition of the steamboat captain and the old 

man‘s fiddle – they are too late. 

________ 

 
 

 

 

March 5, 1890, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Twenty Thousand Dollar Subscription 

TWENTY THOUSAND 
________ 

A Big Subscription Made in Four Days 

________ 

  

 Edwardsville has raised the $20,000 subscription for the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing 

Company. The committee began active work on Wednesday morning, continued its labors 

indefatigably for several days. A meeting was held each night at Mayor E. B. Glass‘ office, to 

compare notes and plan for next day. The figures on Saturday night touted up to over $21,000. 

 The original committee of five which was empowered by the citizens meeting to close the 

negotiations, met on Monday. Mr. N. O. Nelson was duly notified that the subscription was 

raised. He came out on Tuesday noon and met the committee. Senator W. F. L. Hadley and 

Mayor E. B. Glass were chosen trustees. Other details were determined upon. Finally, the 

question of making the lands and addition to the city came up. Mr. Nelson stated that while 

Edwardsville‘s municipal government was an improvement over others, yet there was an 

advantage in being independent of it, and he had not thought of becoming a part of the 

corporation. He had to leave shortly after for his train, and the matter was not discussed further 

there. 

 It subsequently became a subject for street talk. The more it was talked about, the more 

significant it grew. Selfish needs predominated over good sense. People who ought to have 

known better, and probably did, were too obstinate to ... 

 

.[torn page, missing text here]. 

 



 ....is and should be as deeply concerned as they, in all the movements of society and they 

will ever lend a strong arm to help on the ever advancing tide of human improvements: 

 In conclusion we will say that while a country is following the paths of peaceful progress, 

capital, industry and enterprise are left free to select their own fields of operation and 

development. We may look with confidence to the extension of wheat culture and to assume at 

all times proportions commensurate in a good degree with the facilities available and the market 

to be supplied. 
________ 

 

 

 

March 8, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The total subscription to the Nelson bonus aggregates $22,171.50.  The over-plus 

$2,171.50 should go to the Car Wheel Works. Who says aey? 

 

 Colonel Wheeler, Senator Hadley and Mr. A. Gerber, sub-committee, were in St. Louis 

Thursday and entered into a written memoranda with the Nelson Co-operative Manufacturing 

Co., which we opine will meet with the hearty approbation of our whole people.  We do not 

believe it to be opportune to go into the details of the agreement in this issue. 

________ 
 

 

 

March 15, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 It is a mistaken idea that Edwardsville has been on the point of starvation, and that the 

Nelson Co. is the Moses that has lifted it out of the wilderness, as some local newspapers would 

lead those residing elsewhere to infer.  The truth is that there is no place in the state that has been 

or is in a healthier condition morally, socially, physically and financially than this same 

Edwardsville. 

 

 The papers have been signed, sealed and delivered in the matter of the location of the 

Nelson Co-operative Manufacturing Co. in this city.  The substance of the agreement is that it is 

under bond to erect a plant to cost not less than $50,000, work on which will begin at once, and 

the enterprise will be maintained until at least $250,000 have been expended for wages.  When 

those things are accomplished we opine that our people will be pretty well satisfied that they 

have received their investment and a good, big rate of interest on $20,000. 

 

 South Edwardsville is the name by which the Nelson Co‘s addition will be known. 

 

 In the matter of the location of the Nelson Co. in our midst, the Gillespie boys are on top.  

They started the ball rolling, and the soliciting committee, aided by the local press, went to their 

rescue and successfully consummated the enterprise.  Hurray for all of them! 

________ 



March 19, 1890   

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Alton Sentinel-Democrat Article (editorial) 
 

EDITORIAL 
 ________ 

  

 The Alton Sentinel-Democrat, commenting on the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.‘s plant, 

makes this startling statement: 

 ―It will be a regular co-operative concern, with its own village government, and will be no 

more connected with Edwardsville than is Hamel or new Douglas.‖ 

 This is about as near correct as an Alton paper gets in anything that pertains to a subject 

outside of Alton. The enterprise is a co-operative concern in that it is conducted on the profit-

sharing system. It will not have its own village government. It will be connected with 

Edwardsville in everything that concerns Edwardsville, excepting strictly city governmental 

affairs. No stone wall will mark the like where Edwardsville cuts off and its new suburb begins. 

The two will be attached one to the other, because each can get along better with the other‘s 

assistance. However, since Alton‘s ―$25,000 and land at $100 per acre‖ did not secure this 

enterprise for Alton against Edwardsville, if it will afford her papers any amusement, we are 

quite willing to let them make faces at us. 
________ 

 

 

 
March 19, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Nuggets 

Nelson Nuggets 
________ 

  

 A party of employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. were out Sunday to look at the 

lands and see the city. They went over town generally, and expressed themselves well pleased 

with the idea of becoming residents. The party included G. W. Felton, foreman of one of the 

departments: G.E., CN., A.P., Jr., and Harry Predock, Jos. H. Miller and B. F. Smith.  

 The first transfer of land for the enterprise was made Monday. Wm. F. Holle and wife 

deeded to W. F. L. Hadley and E. B. Glass, trustees, 49.34 acres; consideration, $7,500. The 

papers for the Wolf tracts are also ready, and as soon as sufficient money has been collected to 

make the payment, the papers will be filed. 

 The INTELLIGENCER has been requested to urge those subscribers who have not yet paid to 

do so at once, so that the negotiations may be closed. 
________ 

 

 



March 22, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A party of the employees of the Nelson Manufacturing Co. visited this city last Sunday to 

take a look at their prospective houses.  The party consisted of gentlemen, all well dressed. If the 

other employes of the concern show up equal to them then Edwardsville loses nothing by such 

accessions to its population.  They all expressed themselves highly pleased with this city and its 

environs. 

 

 Mail matter is already arriving and addressed to ―N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., 

Edwardsville, Ill.‖  How does it sound at Collinsville and Alton? 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

March 26, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

Architect visits Leclaire 

 

BREVITIES 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson and his architect, E. A. Cameron, and civil engineer, Julius Pitzman, of St. 

Louis, were here Wednesday, arranging the preliminaries for immediate work on the big plant.  

We understand that the architect will reside here permanently. 

________ 

 
 

March 26, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

A New Industrial City 

A New Industrial City. 
(The Age of Steel.) 
________ 

  

 In a previous edition we announced that the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company would 

establish a large industrial enterprise in the immediate vicinity of Edwardsville, Ill, and in the 

same connection promised the particulars upon the conclusion of the final negotiations for the 

transfer of the realty to the St. Louis company. We are now authorized to say that the matter is 

definitely settled in all its details. 

 The property acquired by the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company consists of 215 acres of 

land, lying immediately south of Edwardsville, and distant only 20 miles from this city. The 

Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City railroad runs through, and has its depot upon the tract; the 

Wabash has a switch to it, and also connects, at a distance of eight miles, with the Chicago & 



Alton, the Indianapolis & St. Louis and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. Furthermore, the 

Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis railroad is now within two miles of Edwardsville and will go 

through or near the property. The Wolf coal mine is immediately adjoining. The land is level, but 

slightly undulating. 

 The company will immediately begin the erection of buildings thereon for their bath tub, 

tank and cabinet works, the same to occupy about 350 feet square, or something over a city 

block. These are expected to be completed, and fitted with machinery ready for starting, by June 

1st next. The company will also begin the construction of dwelling houses, and count upon 

having fifty completed by fall. A first-class St. Louis civil engineer has been employed to assist 

in carrying out these and other plans connected with the improvement of the property, and will 

lay out avenues, a park and water works. 

 The company have also engaged an architect -- a pupil of the famous Boston architect, H. H. 

Richardson -- who will serve them by the year. He will reside on the spot, draw plans and 

superintend the erection of all buildings. Houses, it is needless to say, will be built in the best and 

most artistic manner, and sold to employees on easy installment payments. In the fall trees will 

be planted along the proposed avenues, over the entire tract. 

 Next year other manufacturing departments beside those referred to will be moved to the 

new site; but the store and office will always be continued in St. Louis. 

 In explanation of their new venture, the company say it was prompted by an increase of 

business, such as demands not only a large extension of factory space, but the carrying of heavier 

stocks here, and consequently a greater amount of store room. The floors now occupied by 

factories in the main building, Eighth and St. Charles Streets, will be utilized for store purposes 

as soon as the manufacturing departments can be moved. 

________ 

Untitled item in adjacent column: 

 Edwardsville as a city is live, stirring, progressive and full of the spirit of cordiality and 

cheerfulness. Those individuals who are not of this kind mistake the town, that is all. They may 

have been born and raised here, but they never should have been. People who are sordid, selfish, 

non-progressive, jealous, and ill-natured were never intended for this community. They are 

mistaken when they think they are. 

________ 

 

 

 

March 26, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Edwardsville Enterprise 

EDWARDSVILLE ENTERPRISE 
________ 

What Neighboring Newspapers Say 

________ 

  

 Edwardsville is on a boom and expects to put up half a million dollars worth of buildings 

this year --  Bunker Hill Advance. 



 Edwardsville‘s building improvements during the year A. D. 1890, will aggregate a half 

million dollars or over -- Salem Herald-Advocate. 

 Edwardsville gets the N. O. Nelson works, but she had to put up for them. But no place can 

expect to get something for nothing. -- Waterloo Times. 

 $20,000, raised in four days, should be an earnest of the No. O. Nelson Co.‘s welcome to 

Edwardsville, that the latter should appreciate. -- Bunker Hill Advance. 

 The INTELLIGENCER claims that N. O. Nelson has concluded to locate at Edwardsville. If this 

will help the live, prosperous city of Edwardsville any, it is to be congratulated. -- East St. Louis 

Gazette. 

 The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. will remove their mammoth establishment from St. 

Louis to Edwardsville. Edwardsville people are hustlers; they have made a fine investment and 

will reap immense benefit. -- Chester Clarion. 

 Negotiations have been concluded by which Edwardsville secures the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company. Edwardsville‘s good fortune is largely due to the push and enterprise 

of the  INTELLIGENCER. -- Carrollton Patriot. 

 When the people in a town like Nashville are enterprising, energetic and public spirited, the 

town flourishes in spite of drawbacks. This is proven by the fact that Edwardsville will get the N. 

O. Nelson Manufacturing plant, and Mt. Vernon will get a large car works concern. -- Nashville 

Democrat.  
________ 

 

 

 

March 29, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson and his architect, E. A. Cameron, and civil engineer Julius Pitzman, of St. 

Louis, were here Wednesday, arranging the preliminaries for immediate work on the big plant.  

We understand that the architect will reside here permanently. 

 

 In four days Edwardsville subscribed and paid $22,000 for an enterprise.  Alton has been 

endeavoring to raise $15,000 for a like purpose, but has failed to make connection in something 

over a month‘s effort. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 2, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Editorial – Nelson Subscribes 

 

EDITORIAL PAGE 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson set a commendable example to-day by subscribing $25 yearly toward the 

Public Library expenses. 

Edwardsville has about made back the subscription to the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing 

Co., by the increase in the value of real estate. 

________ 

 

 

 
Saturday, April 12, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Julius Neustadt, cashier and Geo. W. Felton, a department superintendent of the N. O. 

Nelson Manufacturing Co., of St. Louis, soon to be of this city, Sundayed in Edwardsville.  Mr. 

Neustadt desires to secure a residence here to be occupied at once, or he would take board with a 

private family for himself, wife and two small children.  Information in relation thereto may be 

left at the DEMOCRAT office.  Mr. Felton will make his headquarters temporarily at the 

Windsor.  The department of which he is chief is the first one, of the three, to be erected and its 

arrangement is under his direction. It will cost over $50,000.  From the gentlemen we learn that 

our proposed enterprise is going to be a bigger thing on ice than was anticipated by even its most 

assiduous local promoters, that is if a million dollars worth of business annually means anything. 

________ 

 

 

  

 

April 19, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 It ceased raining yesterday long enough for the ground to be broken for the Nelson 

buildings to be erected in South Edwardsville.  Geo. J. Webb is the contractor and has a large 

force of men and teams engaged on the work. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, May 3, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Hadley and Glass, trustees, have conveyed to N. O. Nelson that portion of South 

Edwardsville upon which the plants are to be erected. 

________ 

 
 

 

 

May 14, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Starting Work on Grounds 

 

STARTING WORK 
________ 

 

Ground has been broken for the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.‘s plant.  N. O. Nelson, 

accompanied by W. A. Reid, master mechanic, and C. A. Cameron, the architect, were out 

Saturday.  On Monday morning contractor Tom Morton started to work with a force of men.  

Another week will witness work under full headway. 

The Steel Truss Car Wheel Works are being pushed forward as rapidly as can be.  

Secretary A. G. Lindemuth, accompanied by E. C. Jannsen, the architect, were out Monday, and 

with President Jacob Dunstedter arranged for letting out contracts. 

________ 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 21, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Work Progresses 

 

BREVITIES 
________ 

 

Work on the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. plant and the Steel Truss Car Wheel Shops 

is being pushed forward as rapidly as material can be brought to the grounds.  It will be under 

full headway within a few days. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 28, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson will visit Edwardsville 

 

WILL MAKE A VISIT 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson was in the city Monday to give instructions concerning matters regarding 

the work which is now in progress.  He has just returned from a trip East, where he had gone to 

get ideas and points which may be applied in the construction of his plant here. 

A number of the employees of the Company have asked to make a visit here, and in order 

to give all an opportunity to do so, Mr. Nelson has decided to provide them with a special train 

on Saturday, June 7
th

.  The train will leave St. Louis at noon, and arrive over the K.C. about one 

o‘clock.   One of the local bands will meet the visitors. 

________ 

 

 
Saturday, May 31, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson of St. Louis was out Monday looking over the work in South Edwardsville. 

 

 The men employed by the Nelson Manufacturing Co. are arranging for a private picnic to 

be held in this city next Saturday, June 7
th

.  They will arrive here at one p.m., by the Clover Leaf.  

The Knights of Labor, of East St. Louis, are making efforts to secure privileges for their annual 

outing which they propose to hold here also at an early day. 

________ 

 
 

 

June 4, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

A Train Load of Visitors 

 

A TRAINLOAD OF VISITORS 
________ 

 

The employees of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. will be provided with a special 

train on the K. C. on Saturday, June 14
th

, for an excursion to this city.  The train will leave St. 

Louis at noon and arrive here about one o‘clock. 

Mayor E. B. Glass on Wednesday appointed a committee to receive the visitors.  It 

consists of Wm E. Wheeler, J. A. Prickett, A. W. Metcalfe, Judge C. L. Cook, Henry Riniker, 

Robert Hagnauer, A. Klingle, Wm. H. Krome, Cyrus Happy, A. L. Brown, Wm. R. Crossman 

and C. Boeschenstein. 

________ 



June 7, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 No one sincerely interested in this city will permit themselves to refer to the 

Manufacturing Co‘s project as ―Nelsonville.‖  If it must be otherwise designated, let it be South 

Edwardsville.  The former name don‘t go here. This is official.  The newspapers published in the 

―Limestone Village‖ will please make a note of it before they begin to harp on that string.  

 

 The visit to this city today arranged for employes of the Nelson Manufacturing Co., has 

been postponed until next Saturday 14
th

.  On the occasion it is expected that between three and 

five hundred of them will be here, and they will be accompanied hither by a large delegation of 

prominent St. Louis gentlemen as guests of the company.  The party will arrive on a special train 

over the Clover Leaf.  Mayor Glass has appointed the following gentlemen to act as a special 

reception committee, whose duty it will be to see that the excursionists have a good time while 

here:  Col. W. E. Wheeler, Jno A. Prickett, Hon. A. W. Metcalfe, Judge Cyrus L. Cook, Henry 

Riniker, Robt. Hagnauer, G. B. Crane, A. Gerber, Judge H. C. Gerke, A. Klingel, Hom. W. H. 

Krome, Cyrus Happy, A. L. Brown, C. Boeschenstein and W. R. Crossman.  The DEMOCRAT 

is requested to announce that the committee will meet in the county judge‘s office at 8 o‘clock, 

sharp, tonight to organize and lay out a programme for entertainment of the visitors. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

June 11, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

N. O. Nelson Company Excursion 

 
 

N. O. Nelson Company Excursion 
________ 

 

The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. has been arranging the past week for an excursion for 

its employes which was to take place next Saturday. 

Mayor E. B. Glass last week appointed a committee to receive the visitors.This committee 

has made arrangements with the National band for music, and will look after the other details. 

The INTELLIGENCER received a telephone message this afternoon that owing to the scarcity 

of coaches it may be necessary to postpone the excursion for a week. The Company has made 

application during the past five days to every railroad whose lines enter St. Louis, but the 

excursion season has made such a heavy demand on equipment that they can get no more than 

three coaches, which would not be one-half of what is needed. The circumstances are a 

disappointment not only to the citizens, but also to the N. O. Nelson people. Another effort will 

be made to overcome the difficulty, and if unsuccessful, the enterprise will have to be abandoned 

for a week, and the visitors will come on Saturday, June 21st. 

________ 

 



June 14, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson was up Thursday looking over the work on the numerous buildings being 

erected in South Edwardsville. 

 

 The mayor‘s committee of fifteen appointed to arrange for reception of the employes and 

their families of the Nelson Manufacturing Co., and prominent residents of St. Louis, met and 

organized by selecting Judge Cook chairman of the general committee.  Col. W. E. Wheeler, G. 

B. Crane and A. L. Brown were appointed a sub-committee to confer with Mr. Nelson on the 

subject, and on their report to a subsequent meeting A. Gerber, W. R. Crossman and A. L. Brown 

were appointed a special committee to arrange for the reception, with power to act.  It was 

expected that the affair would take place today, but owing to the scarcity of passenger coaches, at 

this time, on account for the immense travel west, it is postponed, indefinitely, though an effort 

will be made to have the excursion to this place made Saturday next, 21
st
 instant, due notice 

which, however, will be given. 

________ 

 
 

 

June 18, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Saturday Next Sure 
 

Saturday Next Sure 
________ 

 

The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. will give its employes an excursion to Edwardsville 

next Saturday. A train has been engaged which will leave St. Louis at 12:30 and arrive over the 

K. C. shortly after 1 o‘clock. A committee of citizens and the National band will meet the train at 

the depot. Mayor E. B. Glass will deliver a few words of welcome. The visitors will then be 

taken in charge and afforded an opportunity to see the city and become acquainted with the 

citizens. 

The reception committee will met at the City Park at 12:30 o‘clock sharp and proceed to the 

depot, escorted by the National band. The committee consists of Wm. E. Wheeler, J. A. Prickett, 

A. W. Metcalfe, Judge C. L. Cook, Henry Riniker, Robert Hagnauer, G. B. Crane, A. Gerber, H. 

C. Gerke, A Klingle, Wm. H. Krome, Cyrus Happy, A. L. Brown, Wm. R. Crossman, and C. 

Boeschenstein.  
________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 21, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The Nelson Manufacturing Co. will give its employes an excursion to Edwardsville 

today.  A train has been engaged which will leave St. Louis at 12:30, and arrive over the K. C. 

shortly after 1 o‘clock.  A committee of citizens and the National band will meet the train at the 

depot.  Mayor Glass will deliver a few words of welcome.  The visitors will then be taken in 

charge and afforded an opportunity to see the city and become acquainted with the citizens. 

________ 

 

 

 
June 25, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire is named 
 

Near Neighbors 
________ 

 

The N. O. Nelson Co. People Have an Outing and Christen Their New 
Home “Leclaire” 
________ 

  

 Saturday was an ideal day for an outing, if a little heat and dust are necessary 

accompaniments of a day‘s enjoyment in the country. The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing 

Company after several fruitless endeavors, succeeded in securing the necessary means for 

transportation and selected the day for an excursion of its employees and their families to 

Edwardsville. 

 Eight coaches carrying 400 people left the Union depot about one o‘clock and after an 

hour‘s ride over the K. C. Road, arrived in this city. The engine and coaches were gaily 

decorated and on each side of one of the coaches was a streamer bearing in big letters the words, 

―N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, St. Louis and Edwardsville.‖ 

 The train was met on arriving by Mayor E. B. Glass and a reception committee, who were 

assisted by numerous citizens and the National band. The visitors were conducted to the shade of 

an orchard on the grounds were the new plant is rising, and through Mayor Glass, extended a 

welcome. Mr. N. O. Nelson replied, and spoke as follows: 

 

 ―Some years since, our company decided upon a plan by which all who share in its work 

should also share in its earnings. It has always been claimed that free work was more 

efficient than slave labor. By the same reasoning, men who have a contingent interest in 

earnings should be more efficient than those who are paid for time only. Then, too, it 

seemed to us that it was fair to let everyone have a share in the results of his work--and 

fairness is not out of place in business. So we said, we‘ll go on with our business in the 

ordinary way, pay the usual wages and salaries, charge interest (now 6 per cent) for our 



money, and divide the remainder equally between wages and capital. Thus, a man whose 

wages were $1,000, would receive the same dividend as the owner of $1,000 in stock. 

 As all of our stock, except a few shares, is owned by employees, we are all interested 

together in doing our best. As all society is based on associations, it is evident that by 

carrying association into business--and especially productive business--better results will be 

obtained than by following the uncivilized methods of each man for himself. That man must 

be stupid, as well as base, who will consciously rob not only his fellow workman, but 

himself. 

 But as we had in mind a little more than merely increasing the product of dollars, we set 

aside one-tenth of the net profits of each year for a provident fund to care for our sick and 

helpless. A few hundred of us could surely afford to take proper care of our own 

unfortunate. All civilized society aims to do this, why not a small but able bodied society do 

it for itself?  This fund does not come out of wages, but out of dividends--and is thus 

contributed equally by capitalists and workmen.  

The fund is under the exclusive control of a committee of five employes, one from each 

department, elected annually by ballot. To them are submitted all claims, and their drafts are 

paid by the treasurer. Then, in order to conduct business in a conservative manner, we 

follow the tenor of the national banking act, by setting aside one-tenth of the profits for a 

surplus fund. Heretofore the dividends have been made in cash--the option at the same time 

being given to invest it in stock of the company. We now have over 70 stockholders  whose 

stock has been paid for out of dividends. Hereafter the directors reserve the right to pay 

dividends in cash or in stock. 

 We have never exacted any contract, conditions or terms, either of harder work, lower 

pay or longer hours. On the contrary, we have reduced working hours--first, from  60 to 57 a 

week, and now 54. Somehow, we have found no falling off in business or in profits. 

 At our annual meeting in January, 1889, we submitted the question of building in country 

or city. There was an overwhelming and enthusiastic preference for the country. 

 We needed more room for factories and many of our best people were getting in shape to 

acquire homes. We looked around for over a year for a location which would as nearly as 

possible combine all the economies for business along with all the advantages for living. We 

pay a just compliment to the social as well as the material attractions of Edwardsville, in 

saying that we found no place approximately its equal. Here we found an intelligent, orderly 

and affluent community, and one which reached its cordial hands out to us in liberal 

appreciation--not alone of our numbers but of the good character of our people.  

 We found here a most beautiful and healthful location, ample and liberal railroad 

facilities, coal and water at our doors. This tract of 150 acres has been laid out for a 

complete village, on the plan of a park. The railroad frontage of several thousand feet will be 

reserved for factories, and the remainder laid out in winding roads and set with trees. Houses 

of good design will be built on liberal lots, and owned by employes.  

 Building lots of from one third of an acre to an acre will be sold at a fair valuation, but as 

this land costs us practically nothing, and as we have not come here for speculative 

purposes, the entire proceeds of the lots will pass into a public improvement fund. By the 

time all this tract is occupied the proceeds will have supplied us with streets, sewers, trees, 

water, light, school, library, laundry, park and play grounds. We are outside of the corporate 

limits of Edwardsville and may choose to remain so. But this, by no means, implies that we 

shall pull apart. We shall be neighbors and our endeavor will be to be good neighbors. 



 We desire to take to ourselves a name, but that name shall not dispute honors with you--it 

will rather seek to add luster to your name. In laying the foundation for a village, in which 

association rather than competition will be the keynote, in which liberty and a living, rather 

than slavish toil and money making, will be cultivated--we desire to link it with the name of 

an illustrious Frenchman, who, so far back as 1842, inaugurated profit-sharing with his 

workmen. That foundation has survived for nearly 50 years, every vicissitude of the Parisian 

people. The founder died 18 years ago, but the famous house lives on. Its 1,000 workmen 

are the nobility of their trade. 

 Through him co-operation received a permanent and illustrious example, and history will 

count as one of its peaceful heroes the house painter and decorator, Leclaire, whose name I 

now bestow on this village.‖ 

 

 The christening of the new addition over, the visitors were taken in charge by the committee 

and others and tendered the hospitalities of the city. Many walked over the grounds and looked at 

the buildings which are in course of erection. The main body went to the City Park and the Court 

House Square. The band was stationed at the latter place and this soon became the central point. 

From here the visitors sauntered up and down streets and from end to end of the city. 

Conveyances were at their command and many availed themselves of these. The visitors left here 

shortly after five o‘clock. 

 Among the party were N. O. Nelson, president of the company, and his wife and daughters; 

Geo. A. Wells, vice president; J.B. Case, secretary and treasurer; Frank R. O‘Neil and E. A. 

Jones, city department; H. C. Steifel, machinery department, S. G. McFarland, sanitary expert; 

W. A. Reed, master mechanic; H. A. Neustadt, cashier; also James H. Dillard, principal of Mary 

Institute; Chas. Williamson, president of Williamson Belting Co.: Maj. C. H. Hutting, president 

of Hutting Sash and Door Co.; Fred A. Leonard, merchant, and others.  

 The excursion was in the immediate charge of Frank H. O‘Neil, and with the gentleman‘s 

wonted managing capacity there was nothing lacking to make it a success. 

 The local committee consisted of Wm. E. Wheeler, J. A. Prickett, A. W. Metcalfe, Judge C. 

L. Cook, Henry Rinker, Robert Hagnauer, G. Bl Crane, a. Gerber, H. C. Gerke, A. Klingle, Wm. 

H. Krome, Cyrus Happy, A. L. Brown, Wm. R. Crossman and C. Boeschenstein.  

________ 

 

 At a meeting of the employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., held on Tuesday, June 

24th, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

 Resolved. That the extraordinary reception accorded us by the people of Edwardsville, on 

Saturday last, calls for more than mere conventional acknowledgement. 

 Resolved. That in declaring our appreciation of the manifold kindnesses shown us and that 

refined hospitality, which affected no ceremony, pretended nothing, gave everything and put 

every guest at his ease--we congratulate ourselves on this new acquaintance, and we trust that the 

[relationships] so auspiciously begun will mature into ripe and enduring friendships, with never a 

cause for regret that these things have come to pass. 

 Resolved. That in contemplating the beauties of nature and art, wherein Edwardsville is so 

rich--in recalling the evidences of intelligence and thrift which are exhibited there on every hand-

-the elegance of the homes, and the quiet refinement of those who occupy them--we felicitate 

confidently that in such a neighborhood and under such inspiring influences, our new town of 

Leclaire is born. Convinced that in natural advantages for the work we are undertaking the 



location is as well favored as to those conditions created by human enterprise we give greeting to 

Edwardsville, and promise that the new shall be well worthy of the old. 

 Signed: FRANK B. O‘NEIL, Secretary  

                    J. B. CASE, Chairman  

________ 
 

 

 
Saturday, June 28, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

LECLAIRE. 
________ 

 

 In our reference to the Nelson excursion it will be seen that our St. Louis friends have 

decided to christen their addition to our city ―Leclaire.‖  The Republican desires to enter an(d) 

emphatic negative to this action.  While all honor is due the distinguished Frenchman who 

inaugurated the co-operative plan of work between employer and employees, still the citizens of 

Edwardsville who put up their good money to secure the location of the Nelson Works here, are 

entitled to some consideration.  The new addition should be named ―South Edwardsville‖ so that 

the city would derive all the benefit possible in the way of advertising.  We want to say right here 

that, had the fact been known that Mr. Nelson did not intend to incorporate with us before the list 

was circulated, the committee would have experienced considerable difficulty in raising the 

$20,000 bonus.  The Republican believes in being outspoken and honest in all matters of public 

interest, and we desire to offer an earnest protest in this matter, hoping that the same has not 

gone so far that it cannot be remedied. Give us the benefit of the name, Mr. Nelson, South 

Edwardsville, by all means – Edwardsville Republican 

 We heartily accord with the views expressed by our worthy contemporary and desire to 

add that when the announcement, ―Leclaire,‖ was made, had Mr. Nelson noticed the cold 

shudder that went over all of the Edwardsville people, gathered to pay him honor, and which was 

repeated by everyone throughout the city, so soon as the news passed along, he would probably 

have made an effort to discover the cause, which he would have had no difficulty in ascertaining 

is that it was advocated and desired by everyone here without exception, that the premises should 

be known as South Edwardsville.  Truly, Mr. Nelson did a wise and commendable thing in 

considering in connection with his enterprise some means of paying high tribute to the originator 

of the grand idea upon which his company is pushing an alarming business, and, doubtless he 

could have and yet can find some place connected with the grand scheme that will serve equally 

as well to accomplish that end and give to our people all they ask in recompense – directly for 

their outlay of $20,000.  We sincerely trust that Mr. Nelson may take the trouble to look into this 

matter and if he does he will certainly comply with the request of our people in the premises, 

otherwise we are positive a breach between the two places will be created that will work 

irreparable injury to both.  This is important, Mr. Nelson. 

________ 

 

 

 



Saturday, June 28, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 More than once has the St. Louis Republic given out to the world, by inference, that two 

or three boys in this city, scarcely dry behind their ears, are doing all that is being done in the 

way of introducing and pushing enterprises, which leaves an only impression that such men as 

the Pricketts, Wheeler, Burroughs, Gillespies, Crane, Tunnells, Schwarzs, Hadley, Gerber, 

Krome, Dale, Happy, Bradshaw, Warnock, Springers, French, Travous, Pogue, Newsham, 

Spilman, Klingel, and hundreds of others we might mention would space permit, are merely 

hewers of wood and drawers of water. A recent quote generally expressed ridicule to which it 

has subjected itself in this connection here forces us to draw attention of the great journal to its 

several faux pas in that direction. 

 

 The Troy Monitor says John Neary has secured a contract drilling a well for N. O. Nelson 

of Edwardsville; he is also negotiating for a contract to lay several hundred feet of tiling for the 

same parties. 

 

 If the name ―Leclaire‖ is to go upon the record, then it will be expedient and advisable to 

give way to it the name of Edwardsville, to avoid confusion in the matter of mails, express, 

merchandise, etc. 

 

 Twenty thousand dollars paid to change the name of ―South Edwardsville‖ to that of 

―Leclaire!‖ How do the subscribers like it as far as they have got? 

 

 Twenty thousand dollars is a considerable sum of money for the residents of 

Edwardsville to pay for the privilege of having a dual town set-up at a distance from it only 

divided by an imaginary line. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

July 2, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

―Leclaire‖ Name Controversy 
 

Pricking a Bubble 
________ 

 

 When several months ago Mr. N. O. Nelson of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, 

with a view to deciding on a location for the plant of the company came to Edwardsville, the 

INTELLIGENCER extended him a frank and cordial welcome. After he had submitted his proposal 

the INTELLIGENCER assured the citizens and its readers that it was a straight-forward honest 

business offer, made by the gentleman with no double dealing and no deception. 

 A committee consisting of Wm. E. Wheeler, Alonzo Keller, A. Gerber, John S. Trares and 

W. F. L. Hadley, men known for business capacity and integrity, conducted the negotiations on 



part of the citizens. They had the further assistance of such men as John A. Prickett, Wm. H. 

Krome, A. W. Metcalfe, Cyrus Happy, John G. Irwin, E. C. Springer, B. R. Burroughs and 

others. And when they concluded their labors it was almost the universal expression that the 

confidence reposed in them was most worthily bestowed. 

 During the pending of the negotiations there was manifested from time to time by parties 

outside a spirit to discredit the honest purposes of the committee and to lay obstacles in the way 

of a fulfillment of the project which was under way. The committee was strong and the jealous 

and ill-natured utterances which were given out proved of little avail. Since the committee has 

been out of existence, by reason of having discharged its duties, sundry individuals, under 

pretense of acting in behalf of the citizens, have devoted themselves to making unprovoked 

assaults on parties who were active in bringing here the enterprise. The attacks have been with 

envious bitterness. 

 The INTELLIGENCER did not believe the source of these utterances of sufficient importance to 

give them attention and while it would prefer not to depart from its resolution to refrain from 

giving the undue prominence now, the mistaken idea that people not fully conversant with the 

facts might get, seems to demand some consideration. 

 Since the new suburb, which has been the outgrowth of the negotiations with the N. O. 

Nelson Company has been given a name, these critics have condemned the action in undignified 

and discourteous manner. Yet the facts are, that the committee and the subscribers have known 

all along that the tract of land occupied by the company would not become a part of the 

corporation. The question was raised after the original subscription was taken and a paper was 

circulated to ascertain the sentiment of the contributors. The paper was signed by subscribers 

representing $20,000 of the subscriptions. The two local contemporaries of the INTELLIGENCER 

have given willing assistance to the fault-finding and their comments have been unkind and 

malicious. They have offered no reasonable argument whatever against the suburb taking a name 

or the name taken, but have been determined to do the naming for the company. 

 Mr. N. O. Nelson was sent a copy of the papers containing the unjust and ill-natured 

censures and has replied to them dignified yet very effectively in a letter to the INTELLIGENCER. 

He writes: 

 

St. Louis, June 30, 1890 

Editor Intelligencer: 

 Marked copies of the Democrat and Republican of your city have been sent to me, 

severely criticizing us for giving the name of Leclaire, instead of South Edwardsville, 

to the tract of land upon which we are erecting factories and houses. To this I ask leave 

to say: 

 I stated explicitly while negotiations were pending, that we would not agree to 

incorporate with Edwardsville, that we had plans of our own which we desired to carry 

out, and that cheap land would be no inducement to hamper ourselves with restrictions. 

 The sole and only question was: Would the locating of our plant and people, on the 

tract in question, under the guarantees which we proposed, be worth the concessions 

we asked? We were not begging any favors. We get no land, except as we occupy it. 

Occupancy and Investment are the only considerations agreed upon and the only ones 

we would have made. 

 Soon after the deal was consummated, Mr. Brown, of the Democrat, assured me in 

my office that he had already received back his subscription in the increased price he 



obtained for a piece of property. A large number of your people have assured me that 

the money had already been refunded in increased property values. 

 We selected the name Leclaire because it represented an important idea, and 

because it was evident, by the several names already applied to it, that some distinctive 

name would be given. We should not, in any event, have adopted South Edwardsville, 

because too long and cumbersome; nor Nelsonville, because too personal. Leclaire 

cannot, and will not be either postoffice or railroad station. For all practical purposes--

we are, and expect to be Edwardsville; and no amount of unfriendly criticism can drive 

us from that attitude. 

 We are erecting better improvements than ever proposed. We shall expend more 

money in six months than we contracted ever to expend; and we shall always spend 

many times as much money for public purposes, as our municipal taxes would yield--

were we incorporated with Edwardsville. We are fully satisfied with our location and 

with your people--and we shall go on doing our utmost to make Edwardsville, and its 

suburb, Leclaire, prosper as they deserve. 

 Manifestly, it will be impossible for use to conform in all our operations to the 

views of every inhabitant of Edwardsville. If a censorship were understood to be part 

of the conditions upon which the tract of land was secured--then we should not 

accepted it, if covered over with greenbacks. 

 A final word: I have not heard a complaint on any score from any subscriber; but if 

the subscribers are dissatisfied, I now offer to cancel the contract, reserving nothing 

but the right to move our material. 

 N. O. NELSON 

________ 

 

 We looked around for over a year for a location which would as nearly as possible combine 

all the economics for business, along with all the advantages for living. We pay a just 

compliment to the social as well as material attractions of Edwardsville, in saying that we found 

no-place approximately its equal -- N. O. NELSON 

________ 

 

 

 

July 2, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Comments / Opinions on Leclaire Controversy 
 

Comments / Opinions on Leclaire Controversy 
________ 

  

 If Edwardsville is tired of its deal with the N. O. Nelson Co. it is not too late to recant. So 

intimates N. O. Nelson in his letter. Well, no, Edwardsville is not tired of the N. O. Nelson 

Company but it is getting very tired of some other people. 

________ 

 



 The INTELLIGENCER believes that had any reasonable argument been made with Mr. N. O. 

Nelson against naming the new suburb, he would have gone a great way to meet the views of the 

citizens. But brow-beating is no good way to change another‘s mind nor will it have a tendency 

to induce further accessions to population. 

________ 

 
 

 
Saturday, July 5, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The Nelson Manufacturing Co‘s improvements, in South Edwardsville, present the 

prettiest appearance coming north on the Troy Road. 

 

 Mr. Reed, of St. Louis, master mechanic of the Nelson Co., who came out to push 

matters, in South Edwardsville, informs us that they will begin to adjust machinery next week.  

Good! 

 

 The least criticizing reference to the Nelson Co., immediately throws some of the 

members of the ―committee‖ into like condition with the bear with a sore head.  Do you see? 

 

 For the present we have nothing to say on the subject of South Edwardsville, further than 

to state it to be a fact that, Mr. Nelson‘s buncombe don‘t go here, neither are all of the people the 

fools that we are led to infer he plays them for. 

 

 Mr. Nelson is in error if he imagines that there is anyone here whose head is so thick as to 

be unable to see that we have already felt the stimulus his presence has produced.  We were 

merely insisting that he ought to concede at least one courtesy to our people in naming his 

premises, especially in view of the fact that the feeling here was so generally that way. 

________ 

 
 

 

 

July 9, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire‘s First Settler 
 

Leclaire’s First Settler 
________ 

  

 H. A. Neustadt, cashier of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. will be manager of the 

company‘s interests at Edwardsville and is making arrangements to bring his family here. He has 

been trying to get a house in the city, but has been unsuccessful.  



 He will occupy temporarily one of the dwellings about to be completed in the new suburb, 

and will hence be the first settler in Leclaire. Good luck be with him, and with the beautiful spot 

that will soon be crowned by the prosperity that is the attendant reward of energetic and 

industrious people. 
________ 

 

 
 

July 9, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

N. O. Nelson Company‘s Locations 
 

N. O. Nelson Company’s Locations 
________ 

  

 The Intelligencer is in receipt of Supplement to Catalogue No. 17 issued on June 1st by 

the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company in which the several locations of the company are 

noted as follows: Offices and warehouse, corner of 8th and St. Charles, St. Louis; Bath tub 

factory, 8th and Cass avenue, St. Louis; wood pump factory, Mound City, Illinois; New 

founderies and factories, under construction at Edwardsville, Ill. 

 Comment is not necessary. Mr. N. O. Nelson stated unequivocally that although they 

have given their suburb adjoining Edwardsville a name, they will not either post office or 

railroad station and for all practical purposes be Edwardsville.  

 The late circular of the Company is a manifestation on their part that they will do just 

what they have agreed. Edwardsville will get the advertising, not South Edwardsville. And here 

the question suggests itself, what have the fellows been kicking about? 

 The Intelligencer will make no further comments. There may be a fussilade of small arms 

on the other side but that will not matter. The people understand the subject and that is all that is 

necessary. 
________ 

 

 
Saturday, July 12, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 ―Me to‖ is a bunch of pretty sour grapes for the goslins to chew on, though it must be 

somewhat of a change to sucking after Nelson against the business interests of Edwardsville. 

 

 C. H. Spilman has been retained as consulting architect for the buildings in South 

Edwardsville. 

 

 The business men of Edwardsville properly appreciate the effort of a newspaper to trifle 

with her material interests in order to secure a little of N. O. Nelson‘s job printing.  Fortunately 

the Republican and the other ―me to‖ don‘t have to resort to such acts. 

________ 



 

Saturday, July 19, 1890 
Edwardsville Democrat 
 

ANOTHER UNBIASED OPINION 
________ 

 

 There is not much in a name except its beauty.  The best thing to do is to accept the issue 

and help Mr. Nelson not only to build up Leclaire, but Edwardsville also. – Alton Telegraph. 

 That is good sense, and to illustrate, Collinsville, in this county, has zinc works and 

pressed brick works and neither enterprise is in the corporation limits.  The people of 

Collinsville, however, never show their fault finding towards these two enterprises that has been 

exhibited by some few towards an enterprise in Edwardsville – Edwardsville Intelligencer. 

 In reply to the above paragraphs, the Collinsville correspondent to the Alton Sentinel-

Democrat says: 

 ―Well and good,‖ brother Boeschenstein.  We will admit that the people of Collinsville 

have never shown their fault-finding spirit; why should they?  O. F. Meister is under no 

obligation to the people of Collinsville for a penny, but, on the contrary, the people, and 

particularly the business men, ought to be very thoughtful, and are in every sense of the term, to 

Mr. Meister for  putting the third largest zinc works plant in America right in our midst, and that, 

too, without asking a penny of the citizens of Collinsville.  But how is it with our neighboring 

sister, Edwardsville?  They go to work and pay $20,000 bonus for what?  Why to build a large 

manufacturing industry and then call the place LeClaire.  I myself have no use for old fogies, but 

in this case I feel as though they ought to have some rights; that we ought to respect that which is 

right.  If you pay to build up Edwardsville you don‘t want to pay to build up LeClaire.  But such 

is life; poor, old, Edwardsville!‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 19, 1980 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

A DISINTERESTED OPINION 
________ 

 

(East St. Louis Gazette) 

 After donating to the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company a large tract of valuable land 

worth $20,000 in money the citizens of Edwardsville are feeling indignant over the fact that said 

company has laid out a rival town on the land they have thus secured and named it LeClaire.  It 

is just far enough from Edwardsville to damage it in population and the value of its real estate. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, July 19, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 At last report there was no movement looking to the removal of buildings, etc., from 

South Edwardsville; so it is fair to presume that we shall get more job printing in the near future. 

 

 John Schmidt, a very worthy man, has been at work in South Edwardsville, as a day 

laborer, ever since the beginning of operations in that portion of this moral vine-yard.  On 

Tuesday a petition was circulated, signed by Mayor Glass, Senator Hadley, of the committee, 

besides a long list of other prominent residents, requesting Mr. Nelson to promote him to night 

watchman on the premises.  Wednesday night Johnny got the grand bounce entirely.  Hands off, 

―LeClaire,‖ gentlemen! 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 2, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Jules H. Neustadt, chef de affairs in South Edwardsville, has moved his family here from 

St. Louis, and they will board at the St. James until the completion of their residence in the new 

addition. 

 

 N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, was up Thursday morning looking over the progress being 

made in South Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 9, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Mr. Neustadt has moved his family from the St. James to his residence in South 

Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 13, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 
________ 

 

 Ground was broken on Monday for the bath tub department, of which Geo. Felton is 

superintendent.  The building will be 62 x 162 feet. 

 Twelve more houses have been commenced on.  Forty are to go up as soon as possible.  

After these others will be added so that in a year or two hence there will be no less than 300 

residences on the grounds. The buildings will be five and six room cottages of Gothic and Queen 

Anne design, no two alike.  All will have piping and be supplied with water. 

 The waterworks tower has been erected.  It is 48 feet high.  Two tanks will be put on top 

and provision has been made for a third, each of 7,000 gallons capacity. The structure will be 

walled with corrugated iron.  A balcony with a neat railing will be added.  A stairway will head 

up on the inside. 

Minor Mention 

 Robert Miller is night watchman. 

 The drayage expenses have been near $800. 

 Ray Bonner carries water and runs errands. 

 The ground has been graded for a coal switch. 

 Springer and Tunnell have another kiln of brick ready. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt advertises for a good team of draught horses. 

 No less than 250 cars of lumber are already in buildings and on the grounds. 

 George Newcomb, of St. Louis, is time and stock clerk and assistant bookkeeper. 

 Louis F. Deering, a practical plumber, has charge of putting in the water piping. 

 W. A. Reid, master mechanic, and George Felton, superintendant were out Sunday. 

 Jos. Steis, Jos. Schmidt, Jos. Hlad and Edwin Smith are water carriers for the men. 

 A platform and shed, 20x54, which will be used for storing boilers, is nearing 

completion. 

 Charles E. Judd has charge of a dinky engine which runs some light machinery and the 

pumps. 

 The brick work on the finishing shop is completed and the brick masons is rushing the 

walls on the drying house. 

 A series of public improvements will shortly be inaugurated. Streets will be built, side 

walks laid and trees planted and the grounds generally will be beautified. 

 Four journeymen from St. Louis are now engaged in the mechanical part of the works 

about the grounds.  J. H. Vanarsdale is chief engineer; M. J. Curry, first, and Ed. Adams, 

assistant erecting engineers, and James Bunn, as electrician.  Each has a number of men under 

him. 



 Manager J. H. Neustadt is cozily settled in one of the new houses.  Of course he is glad to 

be ―at home,‖ though the advantage he gains in one way is offset by a disadvantage in another. 

He is where he can‘t get away and instead of 10 or 12 hours work, he now and then catches 16 of 

it. 

 The club house is nearing completion.  The plumbing has been put in and the carpenters 

are putting on the finishing touches.  W. D. Kirkpatrick, the decorator, has commenced to paper 

the rooms. The building will be a kind of rendezvous where the visitors from Edwardsville can 

shake hands with their neighbors of Leclaire. 

 J. E. Falls, who is superintendent of construction, is an old Edwardsville boy.  He went to 

school to Miss Sarah Engliss, when R. P. Rider was principal, some time along in the latter half 

of the 60‘s.  He was a boy then, but remembers much of Edwardsville as it was in those days.  

He has been a contractor and builder for twenty years, and among the positions he has held was 

that of superintendent of construction of the Equitable Building in St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 
Saturday, August 16, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Private railroad flat-cars belonging to N. O. Nelson arrived here this week.  They are 

lettered ―N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, Leclaire, Illinois.‖  We cannot believe that the 

controlling element of ―that committee‖ caused it to be done; neither do we believe that the cars 

are to be used in moving the plant from this locality.  By the way, where is Edwardsville, 

anyway? 

________ 

 
 

 

 

September 10, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 
Events of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.’s Suburb. 
________ 

 
    Half of the first story of the Bath Tub Works is up.  The work done gives a good idea of the 

size of the building.  Ground will next be broken for the Tinning Works.  Both of these buildings 

are to be completed in the fore part of October. 



    The Cabinet Works have been running regularly since they were started up.  Although 

everything is comparatively new, there has been no delay of any kind.  Additional machinery is 

being added and the working force is increased as rapidly as circumstances permit. 

    The principal work in general improvements is road building and draining.  A number of 

drives have been graded.  The system of drainage is being extended into the residence tracts. 

MINOR MENTION 

    Mr. N. O. Nelson was out from St. Louis today. 

    J. E. Falls spent Sunday with his family in St. Louis. 

    The coal, lumber and switching tracks have been put down. 

    George Newcomb, the timekeeper, spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

    J. E. Falls, the architect, has staked off several more residences. 

    Dwellings number 4 and 5 are being plastered.  No. 6 will be ready in a few days. 

    John C. Young, formerly firemen of the Bethalto mills, is fireman of the new big boilers. 

    Russell Richards, a clerk in the St. Louis office, came out and spent Sunday with his parents. 

    F. M. Eggleston, of St. Louis, succeeds John Head, of Brighton, as foreman of the carpenters. 

    The waterworks and steam arrangements have proven, all around, an unqualified success. 

    The next move will be to buy sidewalks.  For the present wooden walks will be put down. 

    The first shipment of goods manufactured was made yesterday.  They were billed to San 

Francisco, Cal. 

    Master mechanic, W. A. Reid and wife were guests of Manager J. H. Neustadt and wife 

several days last week. 

    Denny Roper, of Alton, spent Sunday the guest of E. R. Fish.  The two are classmates in 

Washington University. 

    A lumber shed to store hard wood for use in the Cabinet Works, will be erected shortly.  Its 

dimensions will be about 40 by 150 feet. 

    E. R. Fish, the assistant architect, will return to St. Louis, Saturday, to be on hand at the 

beginning of the term of Washington University, where he will complete his course. 

    Frank Stillwell, former bookkeeper of the Edwardsville Mills, has been added to the office 

force.  He is a first-rate young man in every respect.  The Intelligencer is glad to see him where 

he is. 

    The electric lighting is near completion.  The Club House and the dwellings which have been 

completed are being wired.  The plant will be in running order the latter part of this week. 

    Bernard Walter and son, Louis and family, were out Sunday, guests of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 

Wilson.  The first two are of the firm, B. Walter & Son, billiard and pool table manufacturers.  

They are father and brother of Mrs. Wilson. 

   The carpentry trade is usually unsteady during the winter.  Good workman will have no 

difficulty in obtaining employment next winter.  With the planning mill in operation, a force will 

be given work in the carpenter shop in finishing sash, doors and other mill work. 

    New workmen come and go every week.  A good laborer or a good mechanic has no difficulty 

holding a job.  A laborer however no matter if he is handy with tools, cannot hold a mechanic‘s 

place.  When one gets into a position he is unsuited for he is soon found out and the result is 

embarrassing. It is much better for one who applies for a position to state unequivocally what his 

capabilities are. If he is a good laborer let him not represent himself as a good carpenter.  Where 

150 or more men are employed, and the work is distributed over a large territory there are 

loopholes to loose thousands of dollars.  Some of the men who have worked on the grounds but 

quit, may return, but they will do so understanding more fully what is expected. 



    J. H. Neustadt is the fond parent of a four-year-old son, Harry, who has much of the paternal 

activity.  Some weeks ago, a friend in the country sent the energetic manager a ram.  Harry and 

the new acquisition soon were acquaintances, and Harry had a good deal of fun with the ram. 

Lately the ram, which has developed rapidly on the abundance of tin cans and pieces of railroad 

iron, has had a good deal of fun with Harry.  Sunday is visitor‘s day in Leclaire.  Last Sunday a 

bevy of ladies from the city were viewing the sights.  The ram spied them.  It had a wicked look 

in its eyes. The meeting was unfortunate for the ladies.  The ram turned from the field of battle 

with a triumphant air. 

THE CABINET WORKS FORCE 

    J. D. Wilson, the foreman, is a native of Jackson County, Iowa, and dates his birth 1857.  He 

was connected with the A. W. Phelps Contracting Co., Omaha, Neb., and later with the Simmons 

Hardware Co., St. Louis.  He has been with the N. O. Nelson Manf‘g Co. eight years.  He is a 

wide awake mechanic. 

    Frank Bean is a New Yorker, a native of St. Lawrence county, and has been with the company 

four years. 

    Peter Rutter (Rotter) was born in Germany and has been with the company six months. 

    Thoms Hickey is a St. Louisan and has been with the company three years. 

    Charles Grosch was born in St. Louis and has been with the company two months. 

    Jos. Degenhardt is a native of Germany and has a record with the company of six years. 

    Charles Hug is a native of Switzerland and has been with the company nearly two years. 

    Christ Meyer is a native of St. Louis and has been with the company a year and a half. 

    Otto Holzegrebe is a native of St. Louis.  He has been with the company only a short time. 

    Charles Ritson is a native of Great Britain and has been with the company a year and a half. 

     Will Thomas hails from Carlinville, Macoupin County, and has been with the company one 

year. 

    Henry Thomas came here from Germany, and has been with the company two and a half 

years. 

    William Schulze and Geo. Lenz are new men, both natives of Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

Note: Pius Rotter was known as Peter 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 13, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, spent several days here this week, looking after matters and 

things in South Edwardsville. 

 

 The Club House in South Edwardsville is completed and furnished, and we are informed 

that in the early part of next week a reception will be tendered to prominent residents of this city 

which will no doubt prove to be a grand affair as Mr. Nelson does not do things by halves. 

________ 
 

 



September 17, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb. 
________ 

 

  The event at Leclaire this week was the opening of the Club House.  The building is a 

model of arrangement and has every convenience of a first-class hotel, water, steam heating and 

electric lights in every room.  The culinary department is furnished with apparatus to prepare 

eatables on short notice for a good sized company. The first meal served was dinner on Monday.  

M. N. O. Nelson was present.  After supper a meeting of the employees was held in the reading 

room. Mr. Nelson made suggestions as to the manner of organizing and conducting the Club.  

The members of the force present entered into a temporary organization by electing E. K. Smart 

chairman and J. H. Neustadt, secretary.  An informal discussion ensued, and the membership fee 

and terms were fixed.  Subsequently a permanent organization was effected by the election of J. 

E. Fallis for president; Frank Stillwell, secretary, and J. H. Neustadt, treasurer.  A board of 

directors was chosen, consisting of E. K. Smart, J. Rounds, J. E. Fallis, F. M. Eggleston and Will 

Thomas.  The last three were decided on as the house committee.  They will have a general 

supervision of affairs.  The rooms are nearly all taken up, and in addition, the house enjoys a 

good patronage by day boarders.  Mrs. M. A. Rogers, of Campbell Hill, is the housekeeper. 
 

Minor Mention 
 The engine in the Cabinet Works has been partitioned off. 

 ―No smoking‖ is a conspicuous order in the Cabinet Works. 

 Mrs. Dr. S. T. Robinson was a visitor at Leclaire the other day. 

 Capt. Anton Neustadt, of Collinsville, was among visitors during the week. 

 E. R. Fish, the assistant architect, has returned to St. Louis to complete his course. 

 Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Miller, of St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Wilson. 

 E. K. Smart returned from Carlinville, Saturday.  He has a contract for brick work there. 

 Tank No. 2 has been put on the water tower.  It will hold 7,000 gallons, the same as No. 

1. 

 One of the switch engines yesterday took a notion to break up one of the Leclaire coal 

cars. 

 The choice of rooms in the Club House was auctioned.  J. E. Fallis, the architect, secured 

first pick. 

 Shipments of goods are made almost daily.  A consignment yesterday was to Victoria, 

British Columbia. 

 George Newcomb had some difficulty the other day with a piece of boiler iron, and as a 

result he is laid up. 

 Otto Holzgrebe, who was injured in an eye by a piece of steel flying into it has partly lost 

sight in the member. 



 John A. Prickett, Wm. H. Krome and C. Boeschenstein attended the meeting at the Club 

House, Monday night. 

 A warehouse 65 by 28 will be built as extension to the freight platform. It will be used for 

storing steam pipe, radiators, etc. 

 The machine shop addition to the boiler house has been completed, and J. H. Van Arsdale 

is preparing to set the engine and palce his machinery. 

 The brick work on the Bath Tub Works has resumed.  A full force will be put on to-

morrow. Enough brick has been secured to complete the building. 

 Mrs. F. S. Bean is expected to join her husband in a day or two.  Their household goods 

have been shipped and will be stored until they can find suitable quarters. 

 Superintendent G. W. Felton, G. E., C. N. and A. Predock, B. F. Smith and H. H. 

Blaisdell, of the Bath Tub department, were out Sunday to note the improvements.  They paid 

their respects to the INTELLIGENCER. 

 The electric light machinery was in operation Monday night.  The placing of the 

machinery, the putting up of the wires and the hanging of lights are evidences of neat 

workmanship. The job is credited to James Bunn, the electrician. 

 Hose House No. 1 is about completed. It is provided with two hose carts on each of 

which is reeled 150 feet of 2 ½ inch hose.  No. 2 will be erected in the residence part. Five fire 

plugs are now in.  The working force will have fire drills. 

 The employes in the various factory departments work 59 hours each week, 10 hours and 

20 minutes per day, quitting Saturdays at 3 o‘clock.  The working hours are from 7 to 12 and 

from 12:30 to 5:30.  The men prefer this arrangement over the usual 10 hours per day. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb. 
 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb. 
________ 

 

   The brick laying on the Bath Tub Works is going rapidly forward and will be completed in 

several days.  The foundations will (……) in for the Tining Works.  These two buildings will be 

pushed to an early completion.  

   In general improvements the principal order is still road making and sidewalk building.  These 

will be extended into the tract adjoining the one to which work has been confined until now.  The 

water system also will receive an addition of 600 feet which will extend into the new tract. 

   The streets have been named.  The principal one, which runs in front of the Club, and extends 

to Troy road, will be known as Holyoke; another has been christened Hale, and others Forest 



Park, Jefferson and Meisseni.  The houses have been numbered.  Number signs, or stakes have 

been put up.  This is to avoid confusion, in charging material to the several buildings. 

MINOR MENTION 

   The club held a meeting Monday night. 

   J. E. Falls spent Sunday with his folks in St. Louis. 

   G. Davidson, of New York City, now has charge of the plumbing. 

   The electric lighting has been completed in the Cabinet Works. 

   George Newcomb, who has been timekeeper, has returned to St. Louis. 

   George and John Chamberlain, of St. Louis, have a contract for painting. 

   Another reel of fire hose has arrived, and the force will soon be organized into a brigade. 

   John Childs has been plastering one of the houses with adamant, for the St. Louis Adamant Co. 

   J. H. Van Arsdale is fitting up his machine shop, in the addition just completed, adjoining the 

boiler house. 

   Henry Messmer, who has had charge of the lumber stock, has resumed his former position in 

John Stoltze‘s lumber yard. 

   The Litchfield Herald says A. O. Van Hyning and J. S. East went to Edwardsville to work for 

the N. O. Nelson Company at Leclaire. 

   The Bunker Hill Advance says J. H Feeney, who had been working at Edwardsville and 

Leclaire, spent last Sunday with his family. 

   A child‘s breast pin, three-cornered gold bar, set with garnets and pearls has been lost.  The 

finder will receive reward.  Apply at INTELLIGENCER office. 

   E. K. Smart is the first purchaser of a lot.  He secured a site on Holyoke road and will erect a 5 

room cottage.  It will be No. 17.  He will bring his family from Carlinville. 

   Will Thomas, of Carlinville, who has been with the company about 2 ½ years, has charge of 

the finishing shop of the Cabinet Works, under Supt. J. D. Wilson, and has several boys under 

him.  He keeps things moving. 

   A great deal of inconvenience has been caused and some damage has been done by visitors to 

the grounds, who thoughtlessly drive over lines and stakes which have been placed to indicate 

measurements.  Sometimes, about one in ten, the driver will reset the stake, but never in the 

place where it stood before.  Later, when new measurements are to be made it is taken for 

granted that the stake is in its proper place, and it is not until some time afterward perhaps that a 

discrepancy is discovered.  These little misdeeds have caused a great deal of annoyance, and 

until the streets have been graded, visitors will be kept out of the residence part.  Another act of 

more serious character has been practiced the past several days.  Visitors to the grounds strayed 

into an apple orchard near by and helped themselves to apples.  Nothing was said about this until 

the other day, children and some older persons came along with baskets and sacks, and even 

barrels, and went into the orchard and filled them with apples.  The orchard is not a part of 

Leclaire, but belongs to A. W. Metcalfe.  The Leclaire people purchased several rows of trees 

since for apples, for their use, and the orchard henceforth will not be quite as public an 

enterprise. 
 

Note:  Some names are spelled incorrectly (i.e. Holyoke) but they are copied exactly as printed 

in the 1890 newspaper.  The spellings were corrected in later editions of the paper. 

________ 

 

 



September 27, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

  

 A fire broke out Thursday in some cotton batting in a trunk at the home of manager 

Neustadt in South Edwardsville.  The fire apparatus down there was put into operation and 

everything was saved except the trunk and cotton. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 1, 1890, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events of the N. O. Nelson Suburb 

________ 

 

 Wednesday night‘s meeting was held at the Club as an initiatory step toward organizing a 

fire brigade. The preliminaries were discussed and it was decided to form an organization on 

Thursday night. Thursday noon an alarm of fire was given. Continuous shrieks of a whistle 

accompanied by the blowing of the whistle at the Wolf Mines stirred up Leclaire and a part of 

Edwardsville. The fire started under a stairs in the residence of Manager J. H. Neustadt‘s 

residence. The employes soon had two lines of hose connected with fire plugs, but before water 

was thrown from these, a bucket brigade had subdued the flames. The origin is not definitely 

known. The damage was nominal. On the following night the brigade was organized. Two 

companies were formed, each comprised of six men. No. 1 consists of, E. K. Smart, F. M. 

Eggleston, Geo. Chamberlain, Henry Thomas, Edgar Rounds and Otto Rogers; No 2, of Will 

Thomas, J. E. Fallis, A. O. Van Hying, George Rice, Chas. Falk and Jack Hill. John Chamberlain 

is chief. They have been practicing running and coupling. They have made a run from Engine 

House No. 1, to the Club and made coupling to the plug in two minutes. The fire signal is a 

broken whistle. 

Minor Mention 

 A sidewalk will be built along the Troy road. 

 Mr. N. O. Nelson was out Monday night. 

 Holyoke road is open for travel to the Troy road. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt and wife are in St. Louis, to-day. 

 J. E. Fallis, the architect, is thinking of bringing his family soon. 

 A new 8-inch whistle, which has been put in, can be heard eight miles. 

 J. H. Van Arsdale, the chief engineer, has purchased house number 6. He is a desirable 

acquisition to the community. 

 The trusses for the roof are being put on the Bath Tub Works. Charles Falk has charge of 

the force which is doing the work.  



 S. R. Callaway and a party of stock-holders of the K. C. road and officials of the Grand 

Trunk system, were visitors last week. 

 The framing for the residence of E. K. Smart, the brick contractor, was raised to-day. The 

building is to be completed in three weeks. 

 Geo. Rice has removed his family here from Collinsville. They reside in the home 

recently vacated by D. A. Lynch. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 4, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A saloonist of this city who wants to be enterprising in his own line of business, is about 

to open a saloon in the southern extremity of the city, in close proximity to LeClaire.  His object 

is to participate in the earnings of the factories recently established in that suburb of 

Edwardsville, without contributing either time, skill, muscle or other valuable consideration to 

the capital or expenses of the enterprise.  But it turns out that the co-operative system of N. O. 

Nelson makes no provision for saloonists except to prohibit them from becoming members of the 

concern.  Rumor says the gentleman who controls that enterprise recently took occasion to say to 

his employees that the first man found frequenting the saloon in this vicinity would be 

summarily discharged.  It is also rumored that an employee who had previously violated the well 

known requirements of the association by imbibing too freely was made to realize that 

prohibition which did not prohibit in LeClaire, at least had the effect of depriving the offender of 

membership in it. If this kind of prohibition was applied by the people to their employees in 

public positions, the evils of the liquor traffic would soon disappear. – Edwardsville 

correspondence to the Madison County Advance. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

October 8, 1890 Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 
________ 

 

 The brick work on the Tinning Works was commenced yesterday. 

 D. M. Davidson, of New York, has charge of the plumbing work. 

 The Bath Tub Works are under roof. The interior work is being pushed. 



 Phillip Silvernagel, of Madison, Wis., has been added to the carpenter force. 

 N. O. Nelson was out Saturday, to view the work. He will come out again tonight. 

 J. D. Wilson, foreman of the Cabinet Works spent Sunday with friends in St. Louis. 

 Mrs. M. A. Rogers has resigned as housekeeper. Mrs. M. Hill succeeds to the position. 

 A number of the employes attended the Veiled Prophet parade, in St. Louis, last night. 

 Mrs. M. Thomas, of Carlinville, is visiting her son, Will Thomas, foreman of the varnish 

room. 

 Otto Holzgrebe, whose eye was struck some weeks ago by flying steel, is in a precarious 

condition. 

 George Lenz has charge of lining the tanks. The metal is furnished ready for placing. He 

lines 30 a day. 

 Fred Huffmeister, of St. Louis, has been added to the force in the varnish room. He is an 

expert finisher. 

 The Foundations for houses Nos. 11, 16 and 17 have been completed and the carpentry work 

has been commenced. 

 Holes for shade trees are being dug on both sides of the Troy road from Wm. Helle‘s 

residence to the K. C. depot. 

 G. W. Felton, foreman of the Tub Works, in St. Louis, has decided to take charge of similar 

works in Denver, Colo. 

 The drives through Leclaire are now open to the public. Visitors are requested to keep 

vehicles off the sidewalks. 

 Houses Nos. 5 and 6 have the brown mortar coat on and are ready for the finish. The 

plasterers are at work on No. 9. 

 James Bunn, the electrician, is extending the electric light wires to the K. C. depot. Four 

incandescent lights will be located here. 

 August Schaffer, Christ Buch, George Rice and J. Whitmore are new acquisitions to the 

Cabinet Works. The force now numbers 25. 

 Henry Horney, of this city, who has been doing carpenter work all summer, has taken a 

position in the Cabinet Works as cutter. 

 Frank Eggleston, foreman of the carpenter work, has gone to St. Louis. J. E. Fallis, the 

general superintendent, has assumed complete control. 

 At the meeting of the fire brigade, Monday night, some new names were enrolled. It was 

decided to have drills on Tuesday and Friday of each week. 

 E. K. Smart, the brick contractor, commenced Monday morning, sharing profits of the 

company. He has taken stock. No more brick contracts will be let. He will have the 

superintendency of brick and plastering work. 

________ 

 

 

 
Saturday, October 11, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 At the regular meeting of the city council Tuesday evening, it was decided to build a five-

plank walk on the east side of Buchanan street, commencing at the corner of Post-Master 

Crossman‘s property and extending south to the city limits, nearly opposite the residence of F. 



W. Wolf.  This will be extended by the railroad companies across their right-of-way, thence 

along the front of the N. O. Nelson purchase by the later gentleman, thus affording residents and 

employees of that place an easy route to reach the city to do their trading. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 15, 1890  Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 

________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 

________ 
 

 Eddie Weber is working in the Cabinet Shops. 

 The members of the Leclaire Club will meet to-night. 

 Marble wash stands are being put into the Club House. 

 Work is being pushed on the Copper and Finishing Department. 

 Will Thomas, Jas. Bond, Will Silvernagle and M. Van Hyme speak Sunday in Alton. 

 The Bath Tub Works are nearing completion. The machinery will be placed next week. 

 Misses Lena Spran and Minnie Bayer, of St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. 

Frank Bean. 

 A side walk will be built from Jefferson road to connect with the one the city will build 

on Buchanan street. 

 Misses Mary Murphy and Polly Dawdy, of St. Louis, and Mrs. M. Lanahan and children, 

of East St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Musser. 

 The carpenter shop will be moved next week from the present location to the east side of 

the Cabinet Shops. 

 A coassignment of American and English elm and hard and soft maple shade trees will 

arrive next week from the Bloomington nurseries. 

 A new steam pump with heavy pressure has been received for use in case of fire. The fire 

brigade will give it a test at their regular practice, Friday night. An invitation is extended to 

visitors.  

 George Chamberlain, the painter, sang at the Exposition building in St. Louis last night. 

He is an excellent high tenor. He was with the Marquette Minstrels who showed here some four 

years ago. 

 The factory grounds are being graded. The dirt is secured from embankments raised by 

the new J. S. E. road. T. W. McCune has the contract for hauling and Thos. Kane and Jos. Berger 

are doing the grading. 

 A meeting was held at the Club House Monday night to consider the advisability of 

erecting a billiard hall and bowling alley.  J. E. Fallis will draw plans for a building which will be 

submitted at a subsequent meeting. 



 J. D. Wilson has purchased a lot on Holyoke street. J. E. Fallis has drawn plans for him 

for a 5-room one -and-one-half story cottage. Geo. Rice has purchased a lot on the northwest 

corner of Holyoke street and Jefferson road. He will erect a dwelling shortly. 

 Christ Meyer had the third finger on his left hand cut off Monday by a buzz-jointer. He 

was taken to Dr. Jos. Pogue‘s office, where the member was dressed. He has been working the 

machine two years and is a careful mechanic. The first finger of the same hand was severed some 

time ago. 

 Geo. W. Felton, who has been foreman of the Bath Tub Works, in St. Louis, for the past 

seven years, has resigned to accept the general management of similar works at Denver, Colo. 

He was tendered a farewell reception in the parlor of the Frank Boss hotel, in St. Louis, Friday 

night, by employes of the company. During the time he has been forman of the works, a friendly 

feeling sprung up, which seldom exists between superintendent and workmen.  They felt as 

though they wanted to show their appreciation of his sterling qualities and took this opportunity 

of giving him a surprise.  He was presented a gold headed umbrella.  Harry Blaisdell made the 

presentation speech, which was followed by addresses from others present.  Mr. Felton was 

moved by the attachment shown by his associates, and in well chosen words thanked them, 

assuring them that the friendly and cordial feeling which had existed should never vanish from 

his memory.  Several hours were pleasantly spent.  Among those present were:  Thos. McCune, 

G. E. Predock, Al. Ameraux, Chas. Dupertre, Chas. Moore, Geo. Broen, E. W. Benson, Wm. 

Looby, B. J. Goesse, H. Miller, Theo Koester, B. F. Smith, Geo. Ryan, Wm. Moore, Harry 

Blaisdell, J. H. Miller, C. N. and A. Predock, Jr., Frank Dole, Frank Boss. 

________ 

 

 
Saturday, October 18, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson was nominated for congress in St. Louis Tuesday by the Single Tax 

League.  He will not accept. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 25, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A ―write-up‖ of Edwardsville‘s advantages appears in this morning‘s St. Louis Republic. 

 

 John Neustadt, Supt. Of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., Leclaire, Ills, and family, 

spent Sunday, with A. Neustadt of this city. – Colinsville Herald. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



October 29, 1890  Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson was out from St. Louis yesterday. 

 George Bickelhaupt, Jr. is working in the varnish room. 

 J. Vosburg was out Saturday. He was well pleased with what he saw. 

 J. E. Fallis, who has been employed as architect has returned to St. Louis. 

 The brick work on the Copper and Planishng Department is completed and the roof is now 

being put on. 

 Willie Jordan had the third finger on his left hand slightly injured yesterday by the sand 

papering machine. 

 Misses Elba Stillwell and Fannie Bonner and James Bunn and Will Thomas visited friends 

in Alton, Sunday. 

 George and John Chamberlain and D. M. Davidson are kept busy attending choir practices 

in the various churches down town. 

 The base for the engine in the Bath Tub Works has been set. The engine is expected to arrive 

to-morrow, and will be placed immediately. 

 A meeting will be held at the Club to-morrow night to discuss the question of going back to 

the nine-hour day. Nine hours is considered a day‘s work. During the busy season the men have 

been working ten hours. 

 The Club boys work on the billiard hall and bowling alley after regular working hours. 

Electric lights have been placed to work by. A good many have business down town after supper 

since work has been commenced. 
________ 

 

 

 
Saturday, November 1, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A party of quite distinguished gentlemen took in South Edwardsville for an hour or so 

Thursday morning, it being the board of directors of the Clover Leaf who were en route east.  

Col. Robt. G. Ingersoll was in the party. One of the employees told Mr. Ingersoll if he could be 

there for a while and witness eyes knocked out, fingers taken off, &c., it would convince him 

that there is a hell. 

________ 

 

 



 

November 5, 1890  Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb. 
________ 

 

 Henry Hansen, of LaCrosse, Wis., has been added to the carpentry force. 

 A consignment of trees from Bloomington has arrived and are being planted. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Dawdy, of St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Musser. 

 Christ Meyer, who had a finger cut off some three weeks ago, has again taken charge of his 

machine. 

 N. O. Nelson has donated over 200 volumes of standard works to the Club Library. The 

donation is highly appreciated. 

 A business office is being partitioned off in the north end of the Bath Tub Works. It will be 

more comfortable than the one now used. 

 John Delano had his left eye badly injured, Thursday, by the bursting of a water gauge. The 

workmen have been in bad luck since starting up. 

 The force in the Cabinet Shops were compelled to work nights last week to keep up with 

orders. San Francisco, Cal., is their largest shipping point. 

 The Copper and Planishing department will be completed in a week or two. A general 

removal will then take place, as the bath tub and copper workers will move out together. 

 A car load of sidewalk material has arrived, and work will be commenced immediately on 

the sidewalk on the Troy road. The walk will make connection with the one to be placed by the 

city on Buchanan street. 

 Peter Rotter and Gus. Schafer mechanics in the Cabinet department, will move their families 

out this week. Mr. Schafer will occupy the Mrs. Clara Rundel property, lately vacated by J. H. 

Van Arsdale and family, they having moved into their new cottage. 

 The INTELLIGENCER last week stated that at a meeting of the Club, the workmen discussed 

the question of going back to nine hours. The item may have been misleading. The hours of the 

company in all its shops are nine a day. Owing to the extraordinary demand for goods and in 

order to keep the trade supplied, the company has during the past three or four months run ten 

hours with the full and cordial concurrence of the men. There was no reduction of pay when the 

company reduced ten hours to nine and a half, nor when later reduced to nine hours a day, 

neither was there an increase during the time the hours were ten. It was a matter of mutual 

interest. 

 The streets are now fully established and are being planted with trees. Holyoke road in front 

of the Club House, running north and south, Hale avenue in the rear; Troy road, the mud road par 

excellence, as some one has said, and with which the INTELLIGENCER‘s readers, many of them, 

are well acquainted. (Mazzini) avenue running north and south of the lands of the company: 

Jefferson road is where the old oaken fence ―used to was‖ and Park Place, connecting the Club 

House with the ―fish pond.‖  



 Those readers of the INTELLIGENCER inquisitively inclined, and all its readers are, who want 

to post up on the etymology of these names will find Holyoake, Hale, Jefferson and (Mazzini) 

among those great minds who have sat up lots of nights writing in behalf of the ―poor sap‖ who 

has to work for a living. For a history of the Troy road the INTELLIGENCER refers its readers to 

Col. W. B. Wheeler of that other student of history, John A. Prickett.  

________ 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, November 8, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 N. O. Nelson was out Thursday looking over South Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 22, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

South Edwardsville and its electric lights show up to good advantage coming up from St. Louis 

on the night trains. 

________ 

 

 

 
November 26, 1890 Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 
________ 

 

 More machinery is being put into the Cabinet shops. 

 Will Thomas will visit his mother at Carlinville, to-morrow. 

 Wm. Ivey the city purchaser, is out from St. Louis, this week. 

 Frank O‘Neil and T. Jones of the office force in St. Louis, were out yesterday. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Fred Spraul, of St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bean. 

 William McNeilly attended the social ball given at New Douglas, Friday night. He remained 

over Sunday with his parents. 

 Work is progressing nicely in the Copper and Planishing department. Machinery is being put 

in position, and the work of tinning copper has been commenced. 



 The Club is well patronized. About twenty-five employees take their meals there. The 

number of rooms in the building do not afford sufficient accommodations for lodging for all, and 

a cottage near by is occupied. 

 Otto Holzgrebe, whose eye was seriously injured about two months ago, and George 

Chamberlain, who has been sick, came out Monday morning with the intention of going to work, 

but found they had not sufficiently recovered. 

 A. Predock and sons, G.E., C.N. and A., Jr., Theodore Koester, Thomas McCune and Joe 

Miller came out Thursday, and commenced placing machinery in the Bath Tub Works. Master 

Mechanic W. A. Reid is superintending the work, and John Longecker, machinist, is assisting. It 

will be about two weeks before the work will be far enough advanced to put on the regular force. 

Nine car loads of machinery arrived last week. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 17, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 

________ 

  

 Manager J. H. Neustadt was in St. Louis, yesterday. 

 E. G. Predock, who was ill last week, has gone to work again. 

 C. A. Jones, city salesman, was out this morning, on business. 

 Most of the workmen will spend Christmas with friends in St. Louis. 

 A. S. Smart, who has a contract in St. Louis, visited his friends here Sunday. 

 A meeting will be held the latter part of the week with a view to reorganizing the fire 

company. 

 H. G. Sanders, of Louisiana, Mo., and George Ryan, of St. Louis, have been added to the 

force in the shops. Mr. Sanders was a former employe. 

 Wm. Jordan, Jr., had the little finger of his left hand badly injured Wednesday last by the 

sand papering machine. He has not been at work since. This makes the second time he has been 

hurt. 

 A neat business office, for the use of Manager J. H. Neustadt and his assistant, F. J. 

Stillwell, has been partitioned off in the northwest corner of the Bath Tub Works. It is very 

conveniently arranged, is supplied with water and lighted with electricity. Geo. Chamberlain, the 

painter, did a neat job of finishing. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



December 24, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

Bulletin of Events at the N. O. Nelson Suburb 

________ 

  

 Manager J. H. Neustadt and wife spent Friday in St. Louis. 

 John Dwyer, of St. Louis, a tub liner, will go to work, Friday. 

 Will Davis will spend Christmas with his parents at Collinsville. 

 E. K. Smart and wife will move into their new house this week. 

 Chas. Moore, of St. Louis, a tub liner, commenced work, Thursday. 

 Tom Hickey and Christ Meyer spent Sunday and Monday in St. Louis. 

 Will Thomas, foreman of the varnish room, will spend Christmas with his parents at 

Carlinville. 

 Harry Sanders, a former employe of the company, has been appointed foreman of the bath 

tub works. 

 Henry Rollins, the fireman and night watchman, will hereafter have charge of the electric 

dynamo at night. 

 Will McNeilly will leave this evening for New Douglas to spend the holidays with his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. James McNeilly. 

 J. Vasburg, of St. Louis, and Morris Falk, of San Francisco, Cal., stockholders and employes 

of the company, were out Saturday. 

 E. K. Smart and his force of men working on the John Meyer shoe factory in St. Louis, spent 

Sunday here. The force includes Frank Stillwell, Sr., John N. Daniels, Martin McCorkel and 

others. 

 Henry Fischer and August Kalitz commenced work in the bath tub works, Monday. They 

have started in with the intention of learning the trade. The former has been employed in the 

Democrat office for over three years, and the latter has been working for Frank Stenzel, in the 

bakery business. 
________ 

 

 

 

 
Dec 27, 1890 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

At one o‘clock to-day a special train will arrive over the Clover Leaf conveying the St. Louis 

employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. to this city.  The party will stroll about the city 

for an hour or so when they will return accompanied by the Edwardsville employes of the 

company.  Tonight all employes will hold a meeting at the office of the company in St. Louis, 



which has been seated and arranged for the purpose.  It is the annual meeting and the year‘s 

business will be presented and dividends declared on the cooperative. 

________ 

 

 

 
December 28, 1890 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

A Co-operative City 

 

A CO-OPERATIVE CITY 
________ 

 
A Great Scheme Started by Well-Known St. Louisans. 
________ 

 
A Large Party of Inspection Visits the Town of Leclaire, Ill – The Plan 
on Which the Village was Established – Ideas for the Future 
________ 

 

 There has been an important addition made to Edwardsville, Ill., in the last half year.  

This addition has been to the volume of business, the number of inhabitants and the number of 

houses.  It has been made because of the creation of the village of Leclaire upon its southern 

border – out of its corporate limits and yet in some sense a part of the town. 

 Edwardsville promoted this village and donated a large sum for the purchase of the land 

upon which it is built. 

 Yesterday a special train took 175 citizens of St. Louis from the Union Depot in St. 

Louis, across the Eads Bridge and over the Clover Leaf Railway (Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas 

City) to Leclaire.  The passengers were nearly all stockholders in the company which profited by 

the concession of Edwardsville, and is erecting on the land a co-operative industrial town.  It was 

the first visit of many of the stockholders to the property, and it was the first annual inspection.  

The train left the Union Depot at 12:30 o‘clock p.m., and arrived at Leclaire less than an hour 

later.  After the inspection the train returned, having added to its passenger list some sixty 

employes of the Leclaire Shops. All save two or three were employes of the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Co. 

How the System Works 
 Five years ago this concern began to share its profits between capital and wages on this 

plan:  Workmen are paid the same rate of wages as are paid for the same work in other 

establishments, and capitalists are paid 6 per cent, as its wages;  then having ascertained the net 

earnings of the year one-tenth is set aside for a surplus fund to meet losses in bad years, from 

one-tenth to one-twentieth is put into a provident fund for the sick, an equal dividend is then 

made to capital and wages dividends have been been heretofore payable in cash or convertible 

into stock. They must now be taken in stock, which is convertible into cash at par on the 

severance of the dividend takers‘ connection with the concern.  This plan has been in operation 

five years, as stated.  During the first four years 43 per cent has been paid in dividends on wages.  



Those wage-takers who accepted stock in lieu of cash dividends have received as dividends 

therefore 64 per cent on the first year‘s amount, 47 per cent on the second, 32 per cent on the 

third and 16 per cent on the fourth, besides compound dividends on the first three.  The net 

dividend declared for the year closed today is 10 per cent on the aggregate capital and wages. 

 Mr. Nelson believes thoroughly in co-operation.  The great establishment of Leclaire in 

Paris, established fifty years ago, and now employing 1,000 men and the Godin Iron Works at 

Guise and the co-operative societies of England with a membership of a million, combined 

capital of $70,000,000 and annual business of over $200,000,000 were quoted by him in a little 

talk he had occasion to make yesterday as showing the results of co-operation.  The profit-

sharing is one feature of it.  The industrial village has many others. 

The Village of Leclaire 
 Leclaire contains 120 acres of slightly rolling lands, which is easily drained.  Through it 

passes the road from Edwardsville to Troy, eight miles away – as pretty a stretch of land as can 

be found in Illinois.  Three railroads touch it – the Clover Leaf, the Jacksonville Southeastern 

and a spur of the Wabash.  There is a small lake near at hand that supplies sufficient water for the 

boilers, and from a coal mine a short distance away the fuel is obtained.  On the northern end of 

the property – nearest Edwardsville – five substantial brick mill buildings, with steel trussed 

roofs, all belting and shafting under the floors, and innumerable minor conveniences.  These 

buildings are models of their kind. 

 In the boiler-house are two dynamos, an engine and a pump that draws from an eighty 

foot well the water supply for the village.  A system of water mains is laid under the avenues, to 

which fire plug and house connections are made.  The water is pumped in two large highly 

elevated storage tanks, from which it passes into the mains. 

 The factory buildings, avenues and residences are lighted with incandescent electric 

lamps from one plant.  The factory buildings are heated with steam, and eventually the 

residences will also be heated the same way.  A fuel gas plant for domestic service is also one of 

the schemes for the future. 

 But a small portion of the land included in Leclaire has been built upon.  The factory 

buildings at present cover, say, five acres, and the dozen dwellings are scattered over about ten 

acres.  Nearly all the scattered dwellings have been built by the company to accommodate the 

employes, who had to have homes on the opening of the factory.  All but two of these are to be 

sold to employes.  Hereafter land will be sold to employes, and money will be advanced to them 

to build houses for themselves. 

 The avenues have been laid off in circles and rows of trees planted along them.  A 

building line has been established 53 feet back from the street line.  The sidewalks are to be 13 

feet wide, of which nine or ten feet are to be reserved for grass and the trees. Houses must be 

built up to a standard yet to be definitely determined. The lots vary from 120 to 175 feet in depth, 

according to their position in the circle, and have 100 feet front.  The price the company will 

charge for land is $2 per front foot.  This sum is to go into a fund for the improvement of the 

village. The purchaser gets the land in fee subject to the conditions mentioned above, and the 

further conditions that he will conduct no business on the land without the consent of the 

company, and will not maintain any nuisance upon it. 

 The houses now there and those to be erected are and will be supplied with water at a low 

cost, and with electric light at 25 cents per light per month.  The charges are supposed to be 

sufficiently large to pay all expense of the service. 



 A part of the tract will be cultivated by an experienced man, and the product of his garden 

will be sold to the inhabitants of the village at cost.  Vegetable gardens on residence lots will be 

discouraged and ornamental gardening encouraged. 

 The dozen buildings now up and occupied are very tastefully built and decorated.  All are 

of frame.  The largest, is the Club House.  It is the hotel of Leclaire, the workingmen‘s boarding 

house.  It is a co-operative boarding house.  It was built by the company and is rented – with 

another dwelling used as an annex – to workingmen under peculiar conditions.  The Club House 

will accommodate sixteen men.  Presuming that it will be full all the time the company charges 

one-sixteenth of a sum made up of fair interest on the money invested and a fair per cent for 

wear and tear for each boarder in the house.  If the house is full the club pays the full rent.  If 

there are but fifteen boarders it pays but fifteen sixteenths of the full rent, and so according to its 

patronage.  The annex is rented under the same conditions. 

How the Club is Managed 
 The club is managed by a house committee, which is changed periodically.  An 

experienced woman does the buying, supervises the preparation of the food, the service and care 

of the houses. Each boarder pays $4 per week into the treasury.  Some pay a sum in addition to 

this.  When the house was first occupied there was so much rivalry over choice of rooms, and 

this device was hit upon.The rooms were put up at auction, and the man bidding the highest 

weekly premium had the first choice.  Two rooms brought premiums of 35 cents per week, and 

two others 25 cents per week. 

 There is a large porch on the front of the house and from this you enter the smoking 

room, which has a wide fireplace, with andirons and logs.  Here is a well-filled bookcase and a 

great rack of newspapers.  To the left is the stairway to the sleeping rooms and to the right a 

double dining room.  Behind the fireplace is the kitchen.  All the sleeping rooms are on the 

second floor.  They are light and airy and prettily furnished.  The front dining-room is 

convertible into a parlor. 

 The first month of the club‘s life was a financial failure.  There was an alarming deficit 

instead of a hoped for surplus.  That was due to too liberal living.  The pruning knife of economy 

was used with such excellent effect that though the boarders are still proud of the table, the 

income and outgo balance comfortably. 

 The party from St. Louis was entertained at the club with a lunch yesterday afternoon, 

after the inspection of the works.  Afterward a large number called upon Superintendent of the 

Leclaire Works and Mrs. J. O. Newstead, who occupy a handsome house between the club and 

the annex.  Then a visit to the farm was made, as the last feature of the inspection. 

 How far cooperation will be carried has not yet been determined.  The village has only 

been in existence six months and many details of the plan are yet to be worked out.  There is now 

being built by the workmen a bowling alley and billiard room.  The company furnishes the land 

and material, and the men the work.  No liquors will be sold in the village.  The library at the 

club will be added to for the benefit of the entire community and a modest hall for 

entertainments is thought if.  A co-operative laundry and a co-operative kitchen are in the future.  

To what extent the private kitchens will be abolished has yet to be determined, but it is probable 

that if a process of making fuel gas that can be distributed safely is found and adopted only bread 

making, roasting and baking will be done in the central establishment. 

 In the meeting held after the return of the party to St. Louis the employes elected Frank 

O‘Neill custodian on their behalf. His duty is to examine the books and ascertain for the wage 



takers that the statement of profits, etc., is correct.  They also elected a committee to have charge 

of the provident fund. 

________ 

 

 

 
December 29, 1890 

New York Times 

Fifth NONCO Annual Meeting 

 
 

SHARING WITH EMPLOYEES 
________ 
 

Fifth Annual Meeting of the Nelson Corporation in St. Louis 
________ 

  

St. Louis, Dec. 28 -- The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company held last evening its fifth annual 

meeting since the profit-sharing plan went into effect. The great warehouse and storeroom at 

Eighth and St. Charles Streets was closed at noon, and all hands, from the President of the 

Company to the office boys, and numbering over 100 people, took a special train and visited 

Edwardsville, where the industrial village of Leclaire is fast rising on the grounds which, six 

months ago, were covered by a wheat field and orchard. 

 The party was greeted on arrival by the blowing of steam whistles. The shops there were 

in full blast and every machine was kept going for over an hour in order that the St. Louis men 

might examine them while in motion. The work being done here is the making of bath tubs and 

bathroom cabinet work, and after looking over the machine shops, the party separated in little 

groups to examine the eighteen or twenty neat residences and the clubhouse which have been 

erected in the village. 

 

In addressing his employees Mr. Nelson said: 

 ―Five years ago we began sharing profits between capital and wages. There had never 

been any trouble between us. The house has been prosperous since its foundation. Its policy was 

satisfactory to you and us. We had therefore no business reasons for adopting the co-operative 

system. We did not then nor have we since impressed any conditions or restrictions. We have not 

asked longer hours nor harder work. We never inquired whether you belonged to unions or 

favored protection of free trade. 

 ―Most of you understand the method of division, but for newcomers it may be 

appropriate to here reiterate it. The business is managed by Directors and officers, like any other 

corporation. We pay regular wages, just as any other manufacturing house. Both to salaried men 

and to factory men we aim to pay the best of wages, so that we may get the best of men. Our 

foremen are under standing instructions to pay at least as much as is paid for like work in similar 

establishments. All capital invested is allowed 6 per cent, as if wages. 

 ―Having ascertained what the net earnings of the year are, we set aside one-tenth for a 

surplus fund to meet losses in unprofitable years. From one-tenth to one-twentieth goes to the 

provident fund, which is under the control of a committee elected by yourselves. We then make 



an equal dividend upon capital and the total amount paid for wages and salaries. Each man gets 

the same dividend on his wages that he would on a similar amount of stock. When his dividend 

is converted into stock it receives its interest and dividend just as the capital owned by the 

original proprietors. 

 ―During the five years which the system has been in operation we have paid 43 percent in 

dividends on wages, besides the considerable amounts paid out by the Provident Committee and 

the amount of surplus fund accumulated to meet further contingencies. Those of you who have 

taken all your dividends in stock have received as interest and dividends thereon, 64 per cent, on 

the first year‘s amount, 47 per cent on the second, 32 per cent on the third, 16 per  cent on the 

fourth, besides compound dividends on the first three. 

 ―Nine hours constitutes a day‘s work in this house, with full pay. Believing that ten hours 

is too long a day‘s work, we shortened the time, first to fifty-seven hours a week, and later to 

fifty-four hours. During the past busy season--for about four months--the hours were, by 

unanimous consent, made sixty a week. When orders were pressing, it seemed sound policy to 

try to meet them. The dividend of the past year, as verified by your representative is 10 per cent, 

for which stock certificates will be handed you in due time. 
________ 

 

 

 

January 10, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The Rochester (N.Y.) Herald of January 1, contains a prominently captioned write-up of 

the profit-sharing business carried on in South Edwardsville by the Nelson Manufacturing Co.  It 

is another dividend on our well-spent twenty thousand dollars. 

 Through the courtesy of General Manager J. H. Neustadt , Rev. R. G. Hamilton, the new 

rector of St. Andrew‘s Episcopal church of this city, and family are comfortably domiciled in 

one of the beautiful residences in South Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 31, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 By deed recorded Thursday Haley and Glass, trustees, conveyed to N. O. Nelson, the 

remainder of the subscriber‘s tract lying east of the Troy road which was not previously 

transferred to him. The title to all of the premises lying between that road and the Clover Leaf 

track yet remains in said trustees. 

 N. O. Nelson pronounces the rumor that he is going to move his plant to Omaha the 

silliest nonsense, he never having even contemplated such thing.  On the other hand he holds he 

already has the most eligible site in South Edwardsville to be found anywhere. 

 N. O. Nelson was out Thursday looking over things in South Edwardsville. 

 Miss Jessie E. Prickett attended a reception given in St. Louis on Tuesday by Mrs. N. O. 

Nelson, also one given on Wednesday by Mrs. Meyers. 



 On Thursday N. O. Nelson and daughter, Miss Julia, of St. Louis, Miss Alma Armstat, 

the belle of Springfield, Mo, and Miss Mary West Prickett were dined by Ex-Senator and Mrs. 

Hadley.  Afterward the young ladies were chaperoned through South Edwardsville by H. E. 

Prickett. 

 Miss Mary West Prickett attended the Nelson reception in St. Louis on Tuesday. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 21, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A reed and brass band has been organized in South Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 7, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Master George Bickelhaupt is shipping clerk in South Edwardsville. 

 Isolated cases of chicken pox are reported in South Edwardsville and locality. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

March 14, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 On Tuesday, while operating a machine, in the Nelson works, Master David Judd had the 

points of the first three finger of his right hand cut accidently.  Doctor Pogue dressed the 

wounds, and David will lay off for a while. 

 

 N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, was out Thursday looking over matters and things in South 

Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 2, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Machinery is on the ground for sinking an artesian well in South Edwardsville. 

________ 



May 23, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

SOUTH EDWARDSVILLE NEWS. 

________ 

  

 The artesian well is down about 125 feet. 

 Charley Neustadt Sundayed with Manager Neustadt. 

 The band is already capable of making the nights hideous, but in time it will knock out 

the Enterprise. 

 The boulevards are quite popular with pleasure seekers from the city proper, especially 

those possessed of high steppers. 

 Dr. Wharff and family, late of Alhambra, are occupying one of the recently completed 

residences, diagonally opposite to S. S. McCorkle‘s. 

 In order to keep up with the largely increasing orders at the Nelson Manufacturing 

Works, notices were posted Monday that employes would in the future be required to work ten 

hours per day, but there was no promise of increase of pay.  Consequently the employes met 

Wednesday and by practically unanimous vote decided to work nine hours for nine hours pay.  

Mr. Nelson, accompanied by Mr. Young, of New York, were present at the voting.  

________ 

 

 

 
 

June 3, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 

________ 

Events at the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.’s Suburb 
________ 

  

 Leclaire was prettily decorated on Saturday. 

 George Rice will move into his new house, next week. 

 Supt. J. D. Wilson went to St. Louis, Wednesday night. 

 John Penn and John Hadley went to St. Louis, Sunday. 

 George Evans, formerly foreman of the tin shop, spent Sunday with friends. 

 A new triple-drum polish machine, to be used in polishing flat surfaces on wood, was placed 

in the cabinet shop, last week. 

 Herman Guls, a workman in the cabinet shop, and Miss Katie Pansur, were married at St. 

Boniface‘s church, Saturday morning. 

 Miss Emma Wharff, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Wharff, while playing, Thursday 

evening, fell and dislocated an arm at the elbow. 



 J. H. Van Hyning, of the carpenter force, and John Penn, of the tin shop, have been 

transferred to the cabinet shop. H. Welgel, Ed. Payne and Casper Vorwald are also new 

employees in this department.  

________ 

 

 

 

July 4, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The artesian well in South Edwardsville has reached a depth of 425 feet, and the 

promoters of the enterprise are considering the advisability of increasing it in circumference. 

________ 

 

 

 
July 8, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson was out from St. Louis yesterday 

Joe Stierren went to Staunton to spend the fourth. 

Manager J. H. Neustadt went to St. Louis Monday. 

J. F. Stillwell, Will Thomas and Chas. Vollintine celebrated the Fourth at Litchfield. 

Wm. Sido who has been in the varnish room, has been transferred to the Cabinet Shop. 

S. Reece, the photographer, who recently moved from Parsons, Kans., is taking 

photographs of the factory buildings. 

A meeting was held last night to organize a bowling club, and make arrangements for the 

opening.  The ten pins, balls, etc., have been received. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 11, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Miss Julia, daughter of N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, will spend Sunday here with Miss 

Jessie Prickett. 

 The South Edwardsville artesian well and brass band will both get there on time. 

________ 

 

 



July 22, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

Events at the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.’s Suburb 
________ 

 

 Miss Grace Rice is visiting at Collinsville. 

 The shops commenced running overtime Monday. 

 Charles Neustadt, of East St. Louis, is a guest of Mrs. J. H. Van Arsdale. 

 Miss M. Smith, of Collinsville, is a guest of Mrs. George Rice. 

 A lot of new samples are being made up for the store in St. Louis. 

 About 1,200 bushels of potatoes were marketed off the farm this season. 

 Andrew Gilbert and Ed. Barraclaugh went to work in the Cabinet Shop, Monday. 

 Mrs. Richard J. Barrett, of St. Louis, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Miller. 

 Christ Meyer, formerly a workman in the Cabinet Shop, came out and spent Sunday. 

 Thursday, the largest number of bath tubs manufactured by the company in one day were 

turned out. 

 K. Schlissinger, of Baltimore, and J. Rowell, of Martinsville, Ind., are new additions to 

the tub lining force. 

 Wm. Healy, late of the Beatty Furniture Co., St. Louis, was installed as a foreman of the 

Cabinet Shop yesterday. 

 N. O. Nelson was out from St. Louis, Saturday.  He expressed himself well pleased with 

the progress at the factories. 

 Orren L. Brown, contractor, has placed an order with the company for frames and sills to 

be used in the addition to the Broadway House. 

 Chas. Grauer, a tinner, and J. Mierkel (Merkel), a tub liner, of New York City, have taken 

positions.  They have moved their families into the house occupied by E. K. Smart. 

 The artesian well is down to a depth of 550 feet.  The drill is now in sand stone, having 

passed through about 16 feet.  The prospects for water are now favorable. 

 The receiving cistern, to be used in connection with the artesian well, has been 

completed.  It caved in several time and considerable trouble was experienced in its construction. 

 A meeting was held at the bowling alley Wednesday night and a club formed. J. H. Van 

Arsdale, Will Thomas, Henry Fischer and August Kahtz were selected a managing committee.  

The club numbers 35 members.  The initiation fee is $1 and 75 cents dues each month.  The 

membership is not confined to employees.   

 The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company by N. O. Nelson, president, and J. B. Case, 

secretary, filed a plat Monday of the lands conveyed to them by W. F. L. Hadley and E. B. Glass, 

trustees, on August 14, 1890, and January 14, 1891.  The lands have been subdivided into lots 

and blocks and the whole is known as Leclaire.  All streets and avenues laid out are dedicated to 

public use forever.  The company reserves the right to maintain along said streets, sewer and 

water pipes, telephone, telegraph and electric wires, and poles and single or double track surface 

railways. 



________ 

 

 

 

July 22, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bar at New Saloon Built by Nelson Company 

 

NEW BUSINESS BLOCK 
________ 

 

 The Henry Trares block on Main street, has about been completed.  It is as handsome as 

any in the city.  The lower floor contains two large business rooms. Up stairs are five good-sized, 

conveniently arranged rooms, all accessible from the large hall at the top of the stairs.  Wm. 

Berry occupies the north room on the lower floor as a saloon, he will also have two rooms on the 

second floor.  He moved in Monday.  It is, without question, the best arranged and has the most 

costly outfit of any in the county.  The fixtures were manufactured by the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company, and are of natural wood finish.  The bar is 30 feet long.  Mr. Berry has 

an office in front, which is partitioned off from the saloon proper.  To the rear is a room 

partitioned off in which are tables.  Wm. Zeller, of Bunker Hill, will occupy the other room for 

the manufacture of cigars. He will move in as soon as the interior work is completed. He expects 

to employ a number of men.  A ganitoid pavement has been put down in front. 

________ 

 

 

 

July 25, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A plat of ―Leclaire,‖ more properly speaking South Edwardsville, was filed for record 

Monday.  There are 8 blocks and 90 lots conveniently laid off.  Deeds to some of the property 

were also filed. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 29, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

 Mrs. J. H. Van Arsdale is visiting in St. Louis. 

 P. J. Donohue spent Sunday with friends in Carpenter. 



 Will Thomas, Wm. Healy and Fred Hoffmeister spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 George Ryan, who has been working in the lining department, has been succeeded by Ed. 

Senn. 

 The artesian well is down to a depth of 600 feet.  No satisfactory water yielding strata has 

been struck thus far. 

 John Penn, who has been employed in the Tub Works, will join his father at Carlinville in 

the carpentry business. 

 The boys are anxiously waiting for the watermelons to ripen.  About an acre and a half 

are planted with this fruit. 

 T. J. Thomas, of Collinsville, has contracted to furnish 2,000 bushels of charcoal.  He 

commenced making delivery on Monday. 

 The continued dry spell has made it necessary to extend the water pipes further into Wolf 

Bros. reservoir, which is now very low. 

 Mrs. Edwin Field and family, of Collinsville, were guests of Manager J. H. Neustadt, 

Sunday.  The party took a drive to Troy. 

 Frank Duncan had the tip of the fore finger on his left hand cut off Friday while at work 

with a saw in the Cabinet shop.  Dr. H. T. Wharff dressed the member. 

 The shaving conductor is now in successful operation.  The shavings are conveyed from 

the works to the boiler room where they are burned, doing away with considerable labor. 

________ 

 

 

 

August 5, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

  

 Chas. Rowell will move his family here from Martinsville, Ind., this week. 

 The well in the boiler house will be sank from a depth of 65 to 100 feet. 

 J. W. Williams and P. J. Donohue went to Carpenter Saturday and attended the picnic at 

Sponuth‘s grove. 

 Foreman W. C. Healy, of the Cabinet Shop, and Ernst Schleicht, of the Tub Works, spent 

Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Rev. R. G. Hamilton moved, Monday, into the house vacated by J. D. Wilson and family, 

near the Presbyterian church. 

 J. Richie and J. Gast, of St. Louis are new additions to the Cabinet force. J. Kelly, also of St. 

Louis, a bath tub liner, commenced work this morning. 

 A bowling club was organized Monday night with about 35 members. N. O. Nelson was out 

from St. Louis and participated in the sport. A game was played between Edwardsville and 

Leclaire. Edwardsville came out the winner, the score being 811 to 743 points. Billiard tables 

and a library and reading room will be added for use of the members. The initiation fee is $1 and 

dues 75 cents each month. The managing committee consists of J. H. Van Arsdale, Henry Fisher, 

August Kahtz, Will Thomas and W. D. Harnist. One other will be selected to represent the 

Edwardsville contingent. The members are: Geo. Rice, J. R. Van Hyning, Sos. Stieren, P. J. 



Donohue, C. Bailey, W. J. Wilson, C. Carter, Fritz Durer, Roy Bonner, Jos. H. Miller, Chas. 

Moore, Wm. McNeilly, W. A. Harles, H. Gius, Fred Pfeiffer, Chas. Merkel, E. Schleicht, J. F. 

Stillwell, J. H. Neustadt, W. A. Reed, N. O. Nelson; the Edwardsville membership includes, G. 

L. Hall, Henry Riniker, Robert Hagnauer, Hartley Lanham, W. M. Warnock, H. E. Prickett, 

Judge W. H. Krome, J. E. Tunnell, W. D. Harnist, and C. Boeschenstein. 

_________ 

 
 

 

August 12, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

The artesian well is 660 feet deep. 

The bowling alley is open every night and the meetings are well attended. 

J. R. Holden, of St. Louis, commenced work in the Cabinet Shop, Monday. 

Mrs. J. Rowe and children have arrived from Martinsville, Ind., and are boarding 

temporarily at the Club. 

Master Mechanic W. A. Reed, of St. Louis, was out Monday, superintending the putting 

in of a new copper roller. 

     Walter S. Mounts, superintendent of the gas and electric light plant in Carlinville, spent 

Saturday and Sunday with Will Thomas. 

________ 

 

 

 

August 19, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

Thos. Mauer‘s mother of St. Louis, is visiting his family. 

Wm. C. Healy, foreman of the Cabinet Shop, spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

Henry Thoman, a former employe, is again at work in the Cabinet Shop. 

No steam was raised from four o‘clock Saturday until Monday noon.  The object is to get 

along with as little water as possible, on account of the shortage of supply. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



August 26, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

  

 The artesian well is down to a depth of 780 feet. 

 The shipments have been quite large the past week. 

 C. A. Jones, of the store, St. Louis, was out yesterday. 

 Harry Neustadt has been presented with a donkey by his father. 

 Foreman W. C. Heally, of the cabinet shops, was in St. Louis yesterday. 

 Jos. Degenhardt, a former employe, is again at work in the cabinet shops. 

 Several flues in the heater have been burned out. Engineer J. H. Van Arsdale has been 

making repairs. 

 The surrey, wagon and team are at the disposal of employes. Those desiring to use them are 

instructed to call on Secretary W. B. Thomas. 

 J. Brown, an artist from St. Louis, was out yesterday to sketch the buildings and 

surroundings. The sketches will be used in a new catalogue. 

 A meeting will be held in the bowling alley, at eight o‘clock to-morrow night to transact 

general business and receive subscriptions from members of the club. A billiard and pool table 

have been placed. They were formerly used in the St. James billiard hall. The library has been 

transferred to this building and will be at the disposal of members. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 29, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 A bowling club was organized at the Club House, in South Edwardsville, Thursday night.  

The following officers were elected:  J. H. Neustadt, president; Frank Stillwell, secretary, and J. 

H. Van Arsdale, treasurer; W. D. Harnist, Robert Hagenauer, F. W. Wolf, J. H. Neustadt, J. H. 

Van Arsdale and Charles Rice, board of managers.  The next meeting will be held Thursday 

night.  There are 52 charter members. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 2, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt went to St. Louis, Friday. 



 Thos. Hickey, a former employe, spent Sunday and Monday with friends. 

 Cinders are being put on the road winding through the residence portion.  They will make 

a good driveway. 

 The company is turning out a complete sanitary outfit of solid mahogany for the new 

Globe-Democrat building, St. Louis. 

 N. O. Nelson and Frank O‘Neil were out from St. Louis, Thursday night, to attend the 

meeting of the Bowling Club. 

 The Excelsiors and the Leclaire nine crossed bats Sunday afternoon.  The score was 16 to 

15 in favor of the Excelsiors. 

 The works closed down to-day on account of a shortage of water.  The pipes will be 

extended and work will be resumed to-morrow. 

 Chas. Neustadt, of East St. Louis, and Cashier J. B. Chambers and A. Webb, of N. O. 

Nelson Company, were guests of J. H. Neustadt, Sunday. 

 A meeting of the members of the Bowling Club was held Thursday night.  Another 

meeting will be held to-morrow night to adopt a constitution and by-laws.  The alley is open 

every evening except Sundays. 

 The artesian well has reached a depth of 820 feet.  During the past week a small stream of 

water was struck.  Indications for water are getting better.  It will probably be sunk several 

hundred feet further. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 9, 1891  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson was out from St. Louis, Monday. 

 J. H. Vosburg of the store, was out Saturday. 

 Will Harles is laid up with a carbuncle on his left hand. 

 Will Thomas spent Sunday with his parents at Carlinville. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Moore and Joe Degenhardt spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 A. O. Van Hyning, who has been working in the cabinet shops, has been promoted to 

foreman of the tub works; Geo. Rice, of the tub works has been made foreman of the cabinet 

shops, vice W. C. Heally. 

 A meeting of the bowling club was held Thursday night. The rules and regulations prepared 

by the managing committee were adopted. The officers will serve a term of six months. Five 

members were admitted, W.F.L. Hadley, G. F. Miner, T. L. Gaertner, John Judd and W. H. 

Brainard. 

________ 

 

 



 
September 16, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

LECLAIRE LACONICS 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson was out Friday. 

J. Vosburg was out from the office, Friday. 

J. B. Case was out from St. Louis, Thursday. 

Ed Cobine is a new man in the bath tub department. 

Manager J. H. Neustadt and wife went to St. Louis, Friday. 

A large stock order was placed in the cabinet shop, last week. 

A tennis court will likely be located south of the bowling alley. 

Mr. McNeilly, Chas. Vollintine and Fritz Durer spent Sunday at New Douglas. 

Master Mechanic W. A. Reid was out Friday, on business connected with the artesian 

well. 

The bowling alley is divided into three sections.  The section, of which F. W. Wolf is 

captain, meets Mondays and Thursdays; August Kahtz‘s section on Tuesdays and Fridays and J. 

R. Van Arsdale‘s on Wednesday and Saturdays.  The members have the use of the billiard and 

pool tables any night. 

________ 

 

 

 
September 23, 1891  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire man accidently shoots himself 
 

Shot Himself Accidentally 
________ 

 

 John Henry Weigel met with an accident Saturday evening, while on the premises of John 

Nix on St. Louis Street, which subsequently resulted in his death. He was in the yard in the 

company of two other boys, Ollie Nix and Jobe Gilbert, handling a revolver. He had pulled the 

trigger several times and the weapon had not fired. He snapped it again pointing it at himself 

when a cartridge was discharged and the bullet, a 22-caliber, penetrated his body just below the 

neck to the right, ranging upward to the base of his brain to the left. 

 Dr. Fiegenbaum, Robeson and Olive were summoned and attended the patient. After 

suffering great pain he died Sunday almost noon. Coroner S.O. Botner was summoned and held 

an inquest, the jury consisting of  Michael Desmond, foreman, J. G. Barnsback, Dennis Hentz, 

Jake Atkins, John Nix and O. H. McGarvey. The verdict was death by the accidental discharge of 

a revolver in the victim‘s own hands. 



 The funeral took place yesterday morning from St. Boniface‘s church to Woodlawn 

cemetery. The funeral was largely attended, including his associates who worked with him at 

Leclaire. The latter presented some beautiful floral offerings. The pall bearers were Fritz Pfeiffer, 

Charles Herder, Harry Friday, R. Van Hysing and Ollie and Willie Nix. 

 He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius H. Weigel, and was 16 years, 11 months, and 18 days 

old. He was a clever young man and was held in high esteem by his associates and 

acquaintances. 
________ 

 

 

September 23, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics  
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Will Harles has gone to work again. 

 John Gaffney went to St. Louis, Monday. 

 The band boys have purchased new instruments. 

 Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Ayer are now residing with Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Van Arsdale. 

 Tell Foster, John Hess and John Peters are new employes in the cabinet shop. 

 Dr. John Peetz, of Chicago, and Mr. and Mrs. Geo Ashtog, of St. Louis, were guests of Dr. 

and Mrs. H. T. Wharff, Saturday and Sunday. The Star Quartet favored the party with a selection 

of songs Saturday night. 

 Master Mechanic W. A. Reed has been out several days to make experiments at the artesian 

well. The well has been shut off at a depth of 119 feet from the surface. A test is to be made to 

determine whether the salt water can be gotten rid of. On Monday a gallon of water was boiled 

and it produced two ounces of salt. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 23, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bowling 

Bowling Alley Teams 
________ 

  

A match game of ten pins was rolled last night between the teams of F W. Wolf and 

August Kuntz at Leclaire. Neither side did any rolling worthy of note, the scores being poorer 

than are made in practicing. E. W. Mudge and Robert Hagnauer were judges, and Geo. Rice and 



J. R. Van Arsdale, scorers. Wolf‘s team won by a score of 1,179 to Kahtz‘s 1,147. Following 

was the score: 

 

F.W. Wolf 151 Aug. Kahtz 74 

J. T. Crocker 136 J. F. White 115 

J. H. Neustadt 100 E. B. Glass 86 

Hartley Lanham 91 Anthony Schwab 125 

C. A. Wilson 64 Geo. Meyer 138 

J. H. Miller 105 N. Schlecht 129 

G. L. Hall 102 J. F. Stillwell 91 

Frank Moore 90 John Judd 155 

W. D. Harnett 112 C. P. Sebastian 104 

H. E. Prickett 92 G. Stahlhut 110 

Total 1,179 Total 1,147 

 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 17, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The South Edwardsville ax not only chops off heads but annual co-operative dividends as 

well.  It is a universal rule that the tail goes with the hide. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 21, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 George Rice and Will Thomas spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Frank Bean, a former employe, was out from St. Louis, Sunday, calling on friends. 

 Tell Foster and Chas. Herder are new members of the band. The organization now number 

sleven members. 

 Notices have been issued of a stockholders meeting at St. Louis, on December 21st, for the 

purpose of voting to increase the capital stock from $500,000 to $1,000,000, and on the question 

of making $250,000 of the new issue preferred stock. 

 A meeting was held at the Club, Monday night, to make arrangements for a lecture course. 

N. O. Nelson and a number from Edwardsville were present. Prof. W. I. Sheldon made a talk,  

after which the Leclaire Self Culture Club was organized. A committee was appointed which 



will have charge of the arrangements for future meetings. It consists of H. E. Prickett, chairman; 

T. P. Dooling, Wm. H. Krome, G. F. Miner, Geo. C. Schwarz, J. H. Neustadt, Geo. Rice, Will 

Thomas, Job Sileren, and J. R. Van Arsdale. They will solicit members. The monthly dues of 

each will be ten cents, which amount will go towards paying the expenses of the lecturers. 

 Thursday night a match game of ten pins was rolled at the Leclaire bowling alley between 

the teams captained by F. W. Wolf and J. R. Van Arsdale. E. W. Mudge and August Kahtz were 

scorers. E. B. Glass and B. J. Stillwell, judges. F. W. Wolf‘s team was victorious by a score of 

1,357 to 1,206. The scores were as follows: Wolf‘s team--W. H. Hall, 190, Hartley Lanham, 149, 

J. T. Crocker 168, J. H. Miller, 100; H. E. Prickett, 129; J. E. Tunnell, 80; G. F. Miner, 98; T. L. 

Gaertner, 162, J. H. Neustadt, 191; F. W. Wolf, 160. Van Arsdale‘s team -- W. H. Krome ,105; 

Robt. Hagnauer, 123; W. M. Warnock, 108; A. P. Wolf 114; T. C. Hullman, 151; George 

Bickelhaupt, 117; Fred Merkel, 110; W. F. L. Hadley, 167, C. Boeschenstein, 108; J. R. Van 

Arsdale, 108. Wolf‘s team now holds the championship, having defeated the other two teams.  

________ 

 

 

 

October 28, 1891, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

P. J. Donohue spent Sunday at Carpenter. 

 George Kingman, of Staunton, spent Sunday with Joe Stieren. 

 Fred Hoffmeister is employed in painting the woodwork around the shops. 

 A party of Edwardsville young ladies were entertained at the Bowling Alley, Saturday. 

 Will Davis came over from Collinsville, Saturday, and spent the day with George Rice 

and family. 

 West Bros. have been baling straw the past week.  It will be shipped to the St. Louis 

house to be used in packing. 

 The water supply for the works is now secured from the river.  Two tanks, containing 

12,000 gallons, are used every day. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 31, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Architect Spilman, after an absence of several months, superintending, &c., is again on 

duty at his office. 

_______ 

 



Saturday, November 7, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The Ladies‘ Guild will meet with Mrs. H. T. Wharff, in South Edwardsville, next 

Tuesday afternoon. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 11, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

   

 Frank Duncan is sick at his home, at New Douglas. 

 Joe Ritchie has moved his family into the house vacated by Chas. Womack. 

 Chas. Rowe had the tip of his left hand cut off Thursday, by the buzz jointer. 

 Adolph Langwisch commenced work in the Cabinet Shop, yesterday. Casper Vorwald and 

Fritz Durer returned. 

 The family of Samuel Deahl has moved to their old home, Martinsville, Ind., for the winter. 

Mr. Deahl is boarding at the Club. 

 James Bunn, formerly electrician here, now has charge of the plant at the Marmaduke 

Military Academy, Speet Springs, Mo. 

 The bowling alley will undergo a complete reconstruction. The centre alley will be taken up 

and the two side alleys will be widened from 35 to 42 inches, the regulation width. The rolling 

distance will be extended eight feet. A new back stop will be put in and the gutters and the box in 

which the balls are rolled will be lined so as to deaden the noise. Two new sets of pins are being 

turned. They will be bound with rubber bands. The room will be made comfortable for the 

winter. When completed the alley will be first-class. The Club will bowl for a gold medal, 

presented by N. O. Nelson. A team from the Club will go to Marine this afternoon, to play the 

club there. At the meeting, Thursday night, seven new members were admitted, Mayor W. E. 

Wheeler, J. P. Rorig, E. H. Moss, C. W. Terry, W. P. Early, E. W. Mudge and Samuel Deahle.  
________ 

 

Letter List 
 

List of uncalled for letters in Edwardsville post office, Madison County, state of Illinois, 

advertised Nov. 11th, 1891: 

Allen, Frances  Hill, R. S. 

Baily, Lizzie  Koch, A. H. 

Blevins, Joe  Patterson, Wm. 



Diebold, John  Schultzer, Mary 

Fitzpatrick, John T. M. CROSSMAN, P.M. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 18, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 Engineer Thos. Mauer has been sick the past week. 

 J. H. Neustadt and George Rice spent Sunday at Collinsville. 

 Manager Neustadt has presented his wife with a new piano. 

 Charles Vollintine and Ed. Duncan spent Sunday in New Douglas. 

 Chas. Neustadt, of East St. Louis, was a guest of his brother, Friday. 

 J. H. Neustadt will leave, to-night, for a four days‘ hunt along the Okaw river. 

 A large double fan is being put in to increase the capacity of the shaving conveyor. 

 A new pump has been put into the artesian well. The well is improving in the quantity of 

supply. 

 The firm has had a birdseye view made of the factory and residents portions, to be used in 

the new catalogue, now being gotten out. 

 Lightning rods will be placed on the factories and residences. E. A. Keller & Bro., of this 

city, and J. E. Cristy, of Alton, have the contract. 

 The company is making a large order of water tanks to be shipped to southern Texas for 

stock watering purposes. The tanks are 16 feet in diameter, and 2 feet high. 

 The bowling team postponed their trip to Marine, Wednesday, on account of bad weather. 

The club has ordered a pin pool outfit. An electric reflector has been placed on the outside of the 

rear end of the alley for the benefit of the members who go out on the Troy road. W. D. Harnist 

has prepared a placard, giving the rules under which the gold medal presented by Mr. Nelson, 

will be contested for. The concert room above is undergoing repairs and redecoration. Fred 

Hoffmeister is painting it. 

 The Leclaire Self Culture Club held its first of a series of illustrative lectures, in the concert 

room, Tuesday evening, last week. The attendance was good and the lecture, by Prof. W. L. 

Sheldon, was well received. It is the intention of the club to have a lecture every alternate 

Tuesday night during the winter. Various subjects, recreative, amusing and instructive, will be 

given by the professors of Washington University, St. Louis, who have kindly volunteered their 

services. The admission is free. Complimentary tickets can be had by applying to any member of 

the managing committee, which consists of H. E. Prickett, J. T. Crocker, G. F. Miner, Geo. C. 

Schwarz, J. H. VanArsdale, Geo. H. Rice, J. H. Neustadt and Jos. Stieren. The next meeting will 

be held Tuesday night of next week. The subject will be ―Pictures and Stories of the river 

Rhine.‖ 

________ 

 



November 21, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The Self Culture Club, which holds forth in South Edwardsville will give another 

entertainment Tuesday night.  It will consist of pictures and reminiscent of the Rhine River. 

________ 

 

 

 

December 16, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 J. Vosburg was out from St. Louis, Monday. 

 Frank O‘Neil was out from St. Louis, yesterday. 

 A new piano was added to the concert room furnishings, Monday. 

 A new jointer and double blower have been put in the cabinet shop. 

 Will Thomas, Joe Degenhart and Henry Thoman spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Prof. F. M. Crunden will lecture at the hall, Tuesday night, next. The Leclaire band will 

render several selections before the lecture takes place. 

 A tower is being erected over the artesian well. The well is now furnishing considerable 

water and gives promise of a much better supply than was at first anticipated. 

 The entire force will come out from St. Louis Saturday afternoon on a special train, to 

hold their annual meeting. After the business has been transacted the party will be taken to the 

Club room, where a luncheon will be in waiting. A committee on reception will be appointed. 

The citizens are invited to take part. 

 The contest for medals by the members of the bowling alley commenced Monday night, 

and will be continued for three weeks. The umpires are W. D. Harnist, Gl. L. Hall and H. H. Van 

Arsdale, and the scorers are Geo. Rice, Hartley Lanham and Aug. Kahtz. The medals will be the 

property of the club and will be contested for from time to time. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 19, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 There are about 70 contestants for the Nelson gold medal to be awarded to the bowler 

making the highest score in 30 frames.  Ten frames have been completed so far with Geo. W. 

Meyer in the lead with 193 points.  A large majority of the contestants are struggling hard for the 

booby prize – a leather medal. 

________ 



Saturday, December 19, 1891 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 The annual business meeting of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. will take place in 

South Edwardsville today.  The St. Louis contingent will come out on a special train.  It will be 

followed by a spread in the Club House.  Prominent residents of the city are expected to join in 

the latter part of the exercises. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 23, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 Will Thomas, P. J. Donahue and Joe Degenhardt spend Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Mrs. Charles Moore went to St. Louis, Sunday, to remain several months with her mother. 

 Frank Duncan, of New Douglas, who has been sick with typhoid fever, is again at work. 

 Frank R. O‘Neil, one of the leading attaches of the St. Louis house, was out the latter part of 

last week, assisting Manager J. H. Neustadt to make arrangements for the annual meeting held 

Saturday. 

 Samuel Diehle, on Thursday, had the third finger of his right hand cut off by a buzz jointer 

in the tub works. Dr. H. T. Wharff dressed the member. Mr. Diehle has left for his home at 

Martinsville, to remain several weeks. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

December 23, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Annual Meeting Part 1 
 

Leclaire Visitors 
________ 

Results of Profit-Sharing of the N. O. Nelson Company 
________ 

  

 Four Coaches over the Clover Leaf, Saturday, brought out the stockholders, employes and 

some fifty guests of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., to hear the annual report and inspect 

the shops and buildings of Leclaire. Among the visitors, besides those immediately connected 



with the firm were, Profs. C .M. Woodward, E. A. Snow, L .F. Soldan; Drs. H. A. Stimson, Wm. 

Short and J. C. Larned; F .N. Judson, W. L. Sheldon, T. Hennessey, E W. Patison, G. F. Durant, 

C. H. Huttig, T. H. Coffin, G. W. Parker, of the Cairo Short Line; W. E. Barns, of the Age of 

Steel. 

 The party was met by the local employes and the Leclaire band. They took a walk over the 

grounds, visited the shops and examined the different machines, after which the meeting was 

called by J. H. Neustadt, the local manager. Frank O‘Neil was chosen to preside. He modestly 

stated that owing to the suddenness and unexpectedness of his elevation he was unprepared to 

give his usual outburst of eloquence and suggested that since Mr. N. O. Nelson, the president, 

had glad tidings of great ajoy concerning the profits of the concern for the past year, he would 

ask him to take the floor. Mr. Nelson stepped forward and presented the annual report as follows: 

 ―The annual meeting this year has been turned over to the employes of the company. The 

officers are here as your guests, with no duty on their hands except to enjoy themselves and 

announce the result of this year‘s business. 

 ―The year just closed has been one of depression and low prices, especially the last half of 

the year. Construction of all classes has been neglected owing to the scarcity of investment 

capital. Under the circumstances we deem it a matter of congratulation that the company is able 

to declare a dividend of 7 per cent on wages and 14 percent on capital. This makes a total of 50 

per cent dividend on wages paid during the six years of profit sharing. Those of you who have 

invested your dividends from the beginning in the stock of the company have up to date received 

72 per cent on your wages, or $449.28 on $12 a week wages, $501.25 on $15 a week wages and 

$1,080 on a $1,500 salary. You will observe that in the dividend, capital is allowed 7 per cent as 

interest, instead of 6 per cent in the preceding two years, that being the minimum commercial 

rate for money this year.‖ 

 The statement was received with applause and a committee was appointed, consisting of 

Eugene Jones, Alex Pierce, W. H. Hendricks and H. C. Redmond to draw up resolutions 

expressive of the sentiment of the employes. A recess was then taken to partake of a luncheon 

which had been prepared by the ladies. This over, the meeting was recalled and the committee on 

resolutions reported the following: 

 

 Inasmuch as society in general, and the wage-earning class in particular, have an interest 

in knowing the practical results achieved through any marked departure from ordinary 

business methods; and inasmuch as the profit-sharing plan of manufacturing and 

merchandising is a comparatively unknown thin in the United States, we, the employees of 

the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, deep it proper to put upon record some 

expression of our views in relation thereto, based upon years of experience with it. 

Therefore be it  

 Resolved. That the system of profit-sharing constitutes, in our judgment, a long step 

toward that emancipation of labor for which wage-workers have for generations prayed, 

fought and hoped, with but pitiful results. 

 Resolved. That while on its face, profit-sharing seems to take from the employer a part of 

his rightful share, and to give to the employe that which is in excess of his due, yet we  are 

convinced that it does neither, but conduces to the betterment of both when both act with an 

honest conception of the responsibility which it imposes. 

 Resolved. That, in our judgment, profit-sharing means the application to the every day 

business of the world of those governmental principles - independence, justice and equality - 



for which we have fought through all ages; and that, when these principles have been as 

firmly established between employer and employee as they have been between the 

government and the governed, there will be little occasion for apprehension concerning the 

future of our country or the character of its citizenship. 

 Resolved. That, in our opinion, profit-sharing, when generally adopted, will give to the 

broad-gauge, liberal capitalist the advantage over a selfish, narrow business rival which 

should be his by right, but which is denied him under the commercial system prevailing to-

day; and that when this new departure becomes the rule, prosperity will come to only those 

who live fully up to its spirit. 

 Resolved. That we recognize that profit-sharing puts new obligations upon labor as well 

as upon capital: that it emphasizes the fact that there is a moral as well as a mathematical 

element in the contract between the two; that to make success possible the wage-earner must 

enlist the  earnestness, the vigilance and the industry which too often are absent where there 

is no proprietary interest. But we confidently believe that these qualities will develop rapidly 

in the wage-earners of America under opportunity and education. Because therefore, we 

appreciate such opportunity, and because we know how tardy is the reward of the pioneer, 

we gladly record this declaration of our esteem for the employer whose name of right and 

justice is sufficiently strong to move him to the adoption of this system. 

 Resolved: That a system which demonstrates the possibility of reducing the working 

hours from ten to nine, without any reduction in the wage standard, which in addition gives 

every man an interest in the profits, proportioned to the salary he earns; which creates a 

community such as this about us, with its opportunities for independence and comfort, such 

as a city does not afford, and which steadily prospers in a commercial way from year to 

year. A system which does this is no fabric of a dream, no evolvement of the impractical 

enthusiast. It is business. It is humanity.  

 

 Several of the visitors were called on for addresses. Prof. Woodward, Col. Parker, Dr. 

Stimson and Dr. Short spoke happily of the plan of profit-sharing and the success with which it 

has been practiced by the N. O. Nelson Company. A letter from Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, 

had been received, which reads: 

 

My Dear Nelson -- Here it is at noon on Thursday and the gods have not yet opened up a 

way for me to go to Leclaire. I cannot enough congratulate you and yours on this great 

success. I wonder whether youhave Yankee enough amoung you to remember how, on Dec. 

12, old style, or Dec. 21, new style, a hundred people landed on Plymouth Rock and founded 

an empire. If you have, I trust that some of them in the few speechs of the occasion may 

point out what is the certainty, and this rock on which you have built now, and this comely 

beginning that you have made will be looked back to in the next century with the love and 

enthusiasm with which we Yankees look back on Forefathers‘ Rock and Forefathers‘ Day. 

Even to you I am tempted to say that you are building a great deal better than you know. I 

envy you the satisfaction in what you have achieved and I cannot but hope, as I certainly 

believe, that the satisfaction is to be multiplied to you in a hundred ways of which you do 

not dream. Be careful to send me every account that is printed of this event. Event it is--an 

event which marks the beginning of an epoch. I assure you that there are hundreds of friends 

here, not to say over the whole country, who will read with delight any narration we can 

make of it. 



  Yours truly, 

   Edward E. Hale 

 

 The meeting adjourned, well pleased with the events of the afternoon. 

 The ladies who assisted in the social features of the occasion were: Mesdames J. H. 

Neustadt, J. Wilson, Chas. More, J. H. Van Arsdale, J. R. Van Hysing, Geo. Rice, H. T. Wharff, 

E. A. Keller, and Misses Georgia and Ella Stillwell, Emma, Jessie and Mamie Schwarz, Bertha 

and Annie Trares, Mamie Keller, Mamie Kirkpatrick, Fannie Bonner, Josie Springer and Edith 

Wharff. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 30, 1891 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Jos. Stieren spent Christmas at Chicago. 

 N. O. Nelson and sister were out from St. Louis, Monday. 

 Master Mechanic W. A. Reed was out Saturday and Sunday. 

 The factories were closed Friday and Saturday. The engine and machinery were overhauled 

Saturday. 

 Prof. James K. Hoamer will lecture at the Pastime Club hall, Tuesday evening next. His 

subject will be, ―Pictures of Germany.‖ 

 Will Thomas spent Christmas with his parents at Carlinville. He also went to Girard and 

Springfield the latter part of this week. 

 Geo. Adlam, of St. Louis, has been a guest of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Neustadt the past week. He 

is a brother of Mrs. Neustadt. 

 Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Lanham, of East St. Louis, and Will Davis, electrician at the Rookery 

building, Chicago, spent Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Rice. 

 The officers and employes desire to extend thanks to the ladies who assisted in entertaining 

them at the annual meeting. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt, on Monday, received a package containing seven pairs of gloves, 

from England. The duty on it was $10.65, and the recipient feels much as though he wished he 

were a democrat. 

 The company will likely construct a dam across the old Wolf reservoir, thus cutting off the 

Madison Coal Co.‘s supply. A dam has been built across the hollow on the east side of their 

property. It is 20 feet high and about 200 feet long. It will make a reservoir almost as large as the 

Wolf. It is in readiness for big rains. A trench will be dug and piping laid to it from the works 

next week. 

________ 

 

 



January 2, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

A.O. Van Hyning died in South Edwardsville yesterday evening of typhoid pneumonia, 

aged 45 years.  He was superintendent of the Bath Tub Department of the Nelson works. 

________ 

 

 

 

January 6, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Van Hyning Obituary 

________ 

Death’s Doings. 
________ 

  

A. O. Van Hyning, foreman of the bath tub shop, at Leclaire, died Friday night at 10:30 

o‘clock of rheumatism of the heart. The remains were sent to Butler, Monday, for interment. The 

entire working force of Leclaire accompanied the remains to the depot. Mr. Van Hyning was 41 

years and 9 months of age and leaves a wife and four children. 
________ 

 

 
January 13, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics & Sleigh Ride 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 A lumber shed will be built this week. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt went to St. Louis, Saturday. 

 Mrs. J. H. Miller is quite ill, and is confined to her room. 

 J. Heffermann, of St. Louis, is working in the bath tub shop. 

 An overflow line of piping will be put down connecting the two ponds. 

 George Ryan, a former employe, is now working in the copper shop. 

 Jos. S. Waintrob, and electrician, of St. Louis, is out overhauling the dynamos. 

 Roland Van Hyning has returned from Butler. Mrs. Van Hyning and children will remain a 

week. 

 A meeting was held Monday evening to inaugurate arrangements for a musical to be given 

soon by Leclaire talent. 

 The new issue of stock certificates are ready for distribution among the employes. 

Edwardsville parties have taken a number of shares 
________ 

 



Sleigh Ride 

 

 Miss Fannie Richards and brother, Howard, accompanied by Misses Lucie and Nellie 

Keller and Julia Brink were out sleigh-riding yesterday evening. While driving through Leclaire 

the sleigh upset and the horse ran away. It was caught by Wm. Judd at the court house square. 

The occupants were not injured. 
 

________ 

  

 

 

January 16, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Tuesday night E. N. Plank will lecture in South Edwardsville on the Yellow Stone Park 

before the Self Culture Club. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

January 16, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Resolutions of Respect 

Resolutions of Respect 
________ 

 

 Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to call from among us our friend and fellow 

workman, A. O. Van Hyning; therefore, be it 

Resolved. That we, the employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. at Leclaire, deeply 

mourn the loss of our dearly beloved brother workman, and although we sadly miss his presence, 

we humbly submit to the decree of our God. Further be it 

Resolved. That we do hereby extend to the bereaved family our deepest sympathy; and, further 

be it 

Resolved. That a copy of these resolutions be presented to the family and a copy framed and 

hung in the office of the aforesaid company, and that a copy be sent to the Edwardsville 

INTELLIGENCER and another be sent to the paper at his former home, Butler, Ills. 

G. H. Rice, 

J. H. Van Arsdale, 

G. H. Rowe. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

 



January 20, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Ernst Schleicht has been succeeded by Fred Merckel as foreman of the Copper Shop. 

 E. N. Plank lectured, last evening, on ―The Wonders of Yellowstone Park.‖ 

 John Penn, of Carlinville, a former employe in the Cabinet Shop, visited friends, Saturday. 

 Dr. H. T. Wharff and family have moved into the house recently vacated by E. L. Schwarz. 

 Samuel Diehle will leave the latter part of this week for Martinsville, Ind., his home. 

 Mr. A. O. Van Hyning and children returned, Saturday, from Butler. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Gauer entertained a party of friends, Sunday night. 

 The interior of the club house is being painted and varnished. 

 Arrangements are being made for the musical to be given soon. Those who will furnish the 

vocal part of the program met Saturday evening, and those having instrumental parts met 

Monday evening. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Social News 
 Next Tuesday night Prof. H. S. Pritchett will give an illustrated lecture on astronomy in 

the Pastime Club Hall in South Edwardsville. 

 

Personal Mention 
 Louis Neustadt, of Quincy, spent Sunday in South Edwardsville, a guest of his brother, 

Jules. 

 

Want Ads 
 Wanted – Bright, active young men and boys.  Apply to N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

February 6, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Social News 
  



 On account of failure of the light, Prof. Pritchett did not lecture on astronomy in Pastime 

Club hall, in South Edwardsville Tuesday night. 

 Two large residences are in process of construction in South Edwardsville for use by the 

Nelson Manufacturing Co.  An abundant supply of water is confidently looked for. 

________ 

 

 

 

February 24, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Events of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.‘s Suburb. 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 
Events of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.’s Suburb. 
________ 

 

 

The lumber shed extending along the switch has been completed. 

Quite a number of the gentler sex are taking an interest in bowling. 

Prof. E. M. Crunden will lecture at the Leclaire Club next Tuesday evening. 

Those interested in the musicale will meet to-morrow night to make arrangements for the 

entertainment. 

Mrs. J. H. Neustadt and children will leave the fore part of next week to attend the Mardi Gras at 

New Orleans. 

Manager J. H. Neustadt left Saturday for Wisconsin to buy lumber.  He will return the latter part 

of this week. 

The reservoirs have raised considerable during the rainy season and the water supply is good for 

some time. 

George Rice, Friday received word that his mother, Mrs. Emma Rice, of Urbana was seriously 

ill.  He left next morning for her bedside.  He returned Tuesday morning and reports her much 

better.  She has a number of relatives in this city. 

The first wedding celebrated in Leclaire occurred Monday afternoon at the Club House.  The 

contracting parties were Mr. Charles L. Allyn, of Chicago an expert ice machine man who has 

been employed by the company, and Miss Emma Uhly, the young lady who has had charge of 

the Club.  Squire E. W. Mudge performed the ceremony.  Mr. Allyn has been here about a week 

employed in putting in the automatic sprinklers, and met the young lady for the first time.  In the 

evening the Leclaire band serenaded the couple at the Club.  The members, together with the 

residents of the locality were invited in.  Refreshments were served. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, March 12, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Edwardsville will run water mains to the Mississippi river, a distance of thirteen miles, in 

order to retain the great N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. – Staunton Times 

 It is evident that our esteemed contemporary has confounded the Intelligencer‘s 

proposition to expend eighty thousand dollars for a supply of water from that source with the 

later agitation on the subject of unpaid subscriptions to the original bonus to secure the location 

of that company in this city.  No, Mr. Times, you are in error, and, for your edification, we can 

truthfully state that there are none here favorable to the scheme except the Intelligencer, which 

hoped, on consummation thereof, to secure an abundance of the article with which to water its 

second series of stock, probably to be issued soon after the tickets are nominated for this fall 

election. 

 

 Wanted – Ten bright, active young men at once.  Apply to N. O. Nelson, Mfg. Co. 

________ 

 

 

March 16, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Chas. Moore went to St. Louis, Monday. 

 J. R. Van Arsdale went to St. Louis, Saturday. 

 An addition is being built to J. H. Neustadt‘s house. 

 A meeting of members will be held at the Club to-night. 

 Percy P. Lusk commenced work in the cabinet shop, Saturday. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt was in St. Louis, Saturday and Sunday. 

 A spray fountain is being put up at the intersection of Holyoke and Messina streets. 

 Eugene Howe, of Detroit, Mich., a former employe, is again at work in the copper shop. 

 An order came in Monday morning, for 3,394 tanks. Orders are now on file for nearly 6,000. 

 Geo. Wells, Jr., of the machine shop in St. Louis, was out last week overseeing the placing 

of a planer. 

 Chas. Norton, of St. Louis, a cabinet worker, commenced work, Monday. Wm. Reed is also 

a new employe of this department. 

 W. J. Delano, engineer in the cabinet shop, had the tip of the thumb of the left hand cut off, 

Monday. The fore finger was also cut. 

 Sam Pope was struck in the right eye by a spring from one of the copper rolls, Monday. Two 

stitches were taken by Dr. H. T. Wharff. 

 Two fire companies were organized last week. George Rice was elected chief; Chas. Grauer, 

captain truck No. 1; Chas. Wilson, captain truck No. 2. The companies will practice the latter 

part of the week. 

________ 



April 6, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Flooding in Leclaire 

 

Their old tricks 
________ 

Cahokia and other streams overflow the lowlands 
________ 

  

 The old time high water trouble, once the standing menace of the Wabash railroad property 

in this vicinity, was the cause during the past few days, of the first serious interruption of 

business since the improvement of the road bed several years ago, at which time the track was 

raised about four feet and numerous waterways were opened.  

 After the heavy rains Sunday and Monday, the water arose with such unusual rapidity that 

fears were entertained for the several reservoir along the line east of here, but those stood the 

test, and by Monday attention was turned to the property in this section, especially to the long 

bridge west of Carpenter hill. The breach train and crew was kept on duty during the whole of 

Monday night, and a force of men was busy keeping the drift cleared from the bridge. 

 The district east from Edwardsville Junction was submerged, the track is some places to a 

depth of three feet. The road bed at points not under water was alive with rabbits, field mice and 

even snakes driven from the adjacent fields. 

 The water reached its highest point before Tuesday morning, and at seven o‘clock had fallen 

eight inches at the upper bridge. Traffic in all directions was entirely suspended. About nine 

o‘clock Tuesday morning H. E. Taylor was ordered to examine into the situation west of the 

Junction. After proceeding by train as far as the water permitted, he and foreman Martin Flavin 

continued the investigation on foot wading through and feeling for the rails with their feet, thus 

assuring themselves that the track was intact. Having passed through the flood they met switch 

engine 155 from East St. Louis, manned by engineer E. L. Hayes and conductor Mike Sullivan, 

who being assured that the track was all there had sufficient nerve to stem the tide, which they 

were able to do, their engine having a fire box high enough to clear the water. 

 Gen‘l. Supt. Magee reached the bridge east of Edwardsville Junction via Litchfield, over the 

Big Four, and waded in from that point. At the Junction they took engine 155 and returned to St. 

Louis. It was at first supposed the damage to track would be great, but it has been found that 

while most of the gravel bed east is washed away, the rock ballast stood the water test well and is 

not moved.  

When the water began to fall it disappeared as rapidly as it came, and by 4:30 it was announced 

that all trains which had been run in the morning via the Big Four, would be run on schedule 

time, via Wabash. The ―Central‖ from here to Edwardsville Crossing is washed out and may 

require some days to repair. In the meantime it is expected the Alton connection will be made at 

Mitchell. 

 Leclaire was flooded and business had to be suspended Monday, on account of the water in 

the basements of the various departments, where the pulleys and belts are run. The force was 

busy all day to get the water out so work could be resumed next day. The dam of the new pond 

was broken. It was thought that it would be swept away, but by stopping up breaks it was saved. 

The reservoir now have 25 feet of water. 



 In Ft. Russell township the Cahokia waters broke the levees protecting the lands of Sam. 

Morrison, Henry Engelhardt, A. C. Patterson, W. H. Cottrell, Henry Brockmeier and others and 

wrought damage to the crops. Along Indian creek much land was overflowed and wheat and 

clover fields damaged. Woodriver was also out of banks and filled up the low lands adjacent. 

Farmers in many places had difficulty to keep fences and stock from being carried away. 

________ 

 

 

 

April 6, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson was in the city yesterday. 

 The automatic sprinkling outfit is now complete. 

 N. O. Nelson will lecture next Tuesday evening on ―Co-operation.‖ 

 A boat to accommodate eight persons is being made in the cabinet shop. It will see good 

service on the pond this season. 

 The breach of promise case or mock trial, tried by the Literary Club, Friday evening proved 

an interesting event: Joseph Stieren, dressed as a lady, was the plaintiff and W. B. Thomas, the 

defendant. The plaintiff‘s attorneys were G. H. Rowe and J. R. Van Arsdale and those of the 

defendant J. H. Neustadt and Caleb Bartlett. Ed Kelly was the judge. The jury found for the 

plaintiff and fixed the damage at five cents.  

________ 

 

 

 

April 13, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Geo. Rowe went to St. Lois, Monday. 

 J. H. Neustadt went to St. Louis Monday. 

 A base ball club will soon be organized. 

 Several residence cellars will be drained shortly. 

 N. O. Nelson lectured on ―Co-operation,‖ last night. 

 A lawn tennis court will be put up for the summer season. 

 R. E. Thomas spent Sunday and Monday with his family at Carlinville. 

 Mr. Geo. Rice and children returned to-day from a week‘s visit at Collinsville. 

 Electric alarms are being attached to the automatic sprinkling system recently put in. 



 Casper Vorwald, Jr. and Tom Foster, who have been sick, went to work in the cabinet shop 

again, Monday. 

 Those desirous of joining the World‘s Fair Club are requested to make application to J. R. 

Van Arsdale. 

 The dam of the reservoir will be raised five feet as soon as teams can be secured. It will also 

be strengthened. 

 The medal contest is on this week, and will close Saturday night. The best total score in 

three games takes the medal. Open to all members. 

 The Literary Club will meet next Friday evening. The question to be discussed is, 

―Resolved, that Lafayette deserved more praise than Washington for the part he took in the 

revolution.‖ 

_______ 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 23, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Want Ad 
 Wanted – Good girl for plain cooking and general house work, apply to J. H. Neustadt. 

 

Social News 
 Work will be commenced soon for the erection of six or seven additional residences to 

South Edwardsville.  They will be built by the Nelson Mfg. Co. for employes. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 7, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Wanted –Dozen bright, active young men. Apply N. O. Nelson‘s Mfg. Co. 

________ 

 

 

 

May 11, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

________ 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 Work has been started on seven new residences. 

 The billiard hall in the Pastime Club is undergoing changes. 



 Three new men were put to work in the copper shop this week. 

 Chas. Hendricks, of the St. Louis force, spent Sunday here. 

 Patrick Donohue, of the tub shop, was in St. Louis, Sunday. 

 N. O. Nelson was out Friday evening. He took part in the debate. 

 R. E. Thomas and family, of Carlinville, are now located here. 

 A large fishing party is organized for Saturday to stock the pond. 

 Caleb Bartlett, of the cabinet shop, accompanied the Alton teachers home, Saturday evening. 

 A new boat house has been placed on the lake and skiffs are being constructed for use of 

employes. 

 Saturday afternoon a game of ball was played between the cabinet shop boys and a nine 

from the copper and tub shops. The latter were defeated by a score of 13 to 17, in four innings. 

 Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Moore entertained a number of friends Saturday evening, complimentary 

to their guest, Mrs. Wm. Moore, his mother. Refreshments were served. 

 Edward Senn, a tank solderer in the copper shop, will be married this evening, to Miss 

Maggie Appel. The event will take place at the home of the bride‘s mother, Mrs. Julia Appel, on 

the Springfield road. Squire J. W. Terry will perform the ceremony. 

 The debating club Friday evening, discussed the question, ―Resolved, that the government of 

England is more democratic than that of the United States.‖ It was decided in favor of the 

affirmative. The next question is, ―Resolved, that the Southern states were justifiable in 

Secession.‖  
________ 

 

 

 
May 18, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 Flowers are being placed around the fountain. 

 H.A. Durer has been promoted to the liner‘s bench. 

 John Williams and Rollin Van Hyning sport new safety bicycles. 

 Edward McGlaughlin commenced work in the copper shop, last week. 

 The liners of the bath tub department have a weekly output of 350 tubs. 

 Wm. Reed and Wm. Senn were put to work in the tank department Monday. 

 Caleb Bartlett was promoted to the hammerer‘s bench. James McNeilly succeeds him at the 

rolls. 

 The company offers a free scholarship in the St. Louis Manual Training School to one 

employe‘s son. 

 Plans for seven new houses, and a warehouse have been drafted and the buildings will be 

erected as soon as weather permits. 

 The mill work for the residences soon to be erected, is being turned out and causes the 

cabinet shop force to run over time. 



 A gun club will be organized next week and shoots will be had every Saturday afternoon. 

Inanimate targets will be used. 

 The debating club had for its question Friday, ―Resolved, That the Southern states were 

justified in secession.‖ It was decided in favor of the negative. The club has postponed its 

meetings until June. 

 The heavy rains in the past few days delayed work in the shops. The basements were 

flooded. Work was suspended Friday. Pumps were applied and by Saturday afternoon everything 

was again in order. 

 The musicale by the band boys was a decided success. The hall was crowded. The 

participants acquitted themselves creditably. It is their intention to give an open air entertainment 

some time in June. Refreshments will be provided. 

 Mr. Edward V. Senn, of the copper shop, was united in marriage to Miss Maggie Appel, 

Wednesday evening at the home of the bride‘s mother, on the Springfield road by Squire J. W. 

Terry. A supper in courses was served. Many handsome and useful presents were received. Will 

Bartman and Mrs. Rose Hogg, of Litchfield, and Miss Jennie Douser, of Strattman, Mo., were in 

attendance. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 4, 1892       (Note: Also June 11, June 18, July 16, July 23, Aug 13) 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Want Ad 
 Cherry lumber one and one fourth (1 ¼) inches thick.  N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., 

Edwardsville, Ill. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 8, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Hugo Reichardt went to Belleville Saturday. 

 Geo. Bickelhaupt and Fritz Durer are out with new safeties. 

 The gun club will shoot next Saturday. A good attendance is desired. 

 A large ware house is being constructed adjoining the carpenter shop. 

 Another skiff has been launched upon the large pond. It is free to all employes. 

 The brick work for 3 new residences is completed. The carpenters will start next week. 



 A sprinkling wagon has been purchased. The streets are sprinkled morning and evening. 

 Fred Merkel, foreman of the copper shop has purchased a residence on Holyoke street. 

 A game of ball was played between the N. O. Nelson club, of St. Louis, and a picked nine 

of Leclaire Saturday afternoon which resulted in a victory for the St. Louis boys by a score of 8 

to 2. The Nelsons consisted of Martini, Webb, Bowman, Bollyn, Deel, Shaw, O‘Connor, Goll, 

and McBee; Leclaire, Fisher, Servoss, Katz, Linn, Vandenbroeck, McNeilly, Reed, Van Arsdale, 

Pfeiffer. Martini and Bowman were the battery for the Nelsons and Servoss and Lion for Leclair 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 11, 1892 (Note: Also June 18, July 16, July 23) 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Want Ad 
 Wanted – House carpenters, apply to the N. O. Nelson Mf‘g Co. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 15, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

Caleb Bartlett was in Decatur Sunday. 

 Chas. Moore and family spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Thos. McCorkle is doing carpenter work on the new residences. 

 An open air concert will be given next Wednesday by the band boys.  All are invited. 

 H. A. Durer has a new wheel.  Fred Pfeiffer and Will and Ollie Nix have each ordered 

one. 

 The ware house is nearing completion and will be used this fall for the storage of bath 

tubs. 

 Tel Foster had the forefinger of his right hand cut Saturday afternoon.  He is again at 

work. 

 R. L. Knott took charge of a force of carpenters Monday.  They are working on the 

residences. 

 One of J. H. Neustadt‘s Alderney calves was struck by a freight train Saturday, and was 

killed instantly. 

 Geo. Ryan, who has been with the company for several years has returned to his home in 

St. Louis. 



 The bowling club will hold no more meetings until the warm season is over.  This will 

not prevent the members from having an occasional private bowl. 

 Fred Merkel, E. P. Kelly, Walter Herder, August Kahtz, H. A. Durer, of the copper shop, 

and Henry Fischer, formerly of Leclaire, went to Carpenter Sunday, on a fishing expedition.  

They were equipped with a camping outfit, and had it not been for the mosquitos, would have 

returned with enough of the finny tribe to stock the large pond. 
________ 

 

 

 

June 15, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Real Estate Transaction & ―Wanted‖ advertisement 

 
County Records:  Transfers 
N. O. Nelson trustee, to Fred Merkel, w.d. 

     Lot 1, block3, Leclaire, subject &c……………$1,590     
________ 

 
Wanted 
Cherry Lumber 1 and ½ inches think.  N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co, Edwardsville. 
________ 

 

 

 

June 22, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 There will be an electrical display to-night. 

 N. O. Nelson will attend the musical to-night. 

 Business is so rushing that a part of the force is working over time. 

 N. O. Nelson has donated a large collection of books to the Library. 

 The dynamos have been overhauled and are now in first-class condition. 

 Invitations are out for a musical, to be given by the band boys, this evening. 

 The use of the boats is free to all employes. The keys to the boat house can be had at the 

office. 

 Arrangements have been made for additional shrubs and trees, and the residence portion will 

be sown with blue grass. 

 Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Neustadt and family, of Quincy; Attorney Chas. Neustadt, of East St. 

Louis, and J. Armistead, of Vincennes, Ind., were guests of Manager J. H. Neustadt and family, 

Sunday. 

________ 



 

Saturday, June 25, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Social News 

 Hon. N. O. Nelson was up from St. Louis on Wednesday.  He was a guest of Hon. W. F. 

L. Hadley. 

 There was an open air concert in South Edwardville Wednesday night and it was a 

pleasant affair.  Invitations were issued to attend it. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 13, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Joe Burger is scouring copper. 

 H. Reichardt was in Belleville, Monday. 

 Chas. Moore and wife spent Monday in St. Louis. 

 N. O. Nelson was out yesterday, looking after the wheat yield. 

 The tub liners were laid of Monday and Tuesday, owing to a shortage of copper. 

 Foreman Geo. Rice of the cabinet shop lacerated the thumb on his right hand Thursday, with 

a rip saw. 

 The band has been reorganized. An election of officers will take place Friday. It consists of 

Leclaire employes. 

________ 

 
 

 

Saturday, July 23, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Personal Mention 
 Hon. N. O. Nelson was up from St. Louis on Thursday. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 



August 3, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 N. O Nelson has gone east on a two weeks‘ jaunt. 

 The residence portion is being plowed and will be sown with blue grass. 

 A foundry among other things is not on the list of improvements for next spring. 

 J. B. Jenks, traveling man for the house, spent Sunday with Manager J. H. Neustadt. 

 J. H. Dugger has the contract to paint the new residences. He commenced work this 

morning. 

 The company has decided to put in an ice machine this fall. It will have a capacity of six 

tons per day. 

 The output of manufactured articles thus far this season has been extremely gratifying, and 

the prospects are good for busy times the remainder of the season. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 13, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Want Ad 
 FOR RENT – Four, five and six room houses.  Electric light, water and all conveniences.  

Apply to N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. 

________ 

 

 

 

August 17, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Nelson were out Saturday and Sunday. 

 Will Harles has been transferred to the tinning department. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt left Monday for a trip through the East. 

 Miss Pearl Gaskill, of St. Louis, is a guest of Mrs. J. H. Neustadt. 

 Will Nix had the tip of a finger cut off while operating a buzz jointer, Saturday. 

 Mrs. M. Young, of St. Louis, is a guest of her brother, J. H. Van arsdale, and family. 



 An open air concert will be given by the Leclaire band, Tuesday night, next week. All are 

invited. 

 Mrs. R. E. Thomas and daughter, Miss Olive, will go to Carlinville, this evening to 

remain two weeks. 

 A fishing party went to Long Lake, Wednesday. It consisted of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Van 

Arsdale and children, Misses Nellie Stewart and Maude Van Hyning and Willie Rice. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 20, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Personal Mention 
 Manager Neustadt of South Edwardsville, is in Nebraska on business. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Peter Duffey spent Sunday at New Douglas. 

 E. E. Kelly and Chas. Moore have gone to Chicago to work in a new tub factory. 

 Mrs. Geo. H. Rice and children were in Collinsville the latter part of last week. 

 Mr. & Mrs. J. Stewart, who were in charge of the club house, have moved to St. Louis. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Runaway Horse 

 

Brevities 
________ 

Composed of Live Locas Picked Up During the Week 
________ 

  



Another runaway occurred last night.  Fred Worst of Glen Carbon, attended the concert at 

Leclaire in a livery rig owned by Chas. Waters.  The horse broke loose and ran away.  It came 

down town and turned the corner at Hotel Hoffman and ran out St. Louis street.  In front of A. P. 

Wolf‘s residence the buggy struck a telegraph pole.  The vehicle was upset and damaged. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Band Concert 

 

Social. 
________ 

 
Entertainments and Gaieties Enjoyed by Home People 
________ 

 

 The Leclaire band gave an open air concert last night.  The affair was largely attended 

and proved an enjoyable entertainment.  The program included music by the band, instrumental 

duets and solos, and several songs by the Edwardsville quartette. An electrical display forming 

the word ―Edwardsville‖ was a feature.  Lemonade was dispensed freely to all. 
________ 

 

 

 
Saturday, August 27, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

Want Ad 
 WANTED – Twelve young men at once.  Apply to N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. 

________ 

 

 

 
September 14, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 John Nix will move his family to Leclaire, Thursday. 

 Rol. Van Hyning, who has been sick, is again at work. 



 Mrs. Henry Wear, of Butler, is a guest of Mrs. O. A. Van Hyning. 

 Wm. Harles and Ed. Van Arsdale are employed in the tinning department. 

 Ed. Sparks and Chas. Carter have been placed in the tank department, soldering. 

 G. H. Rowe and family have moved into his new residence recently constructed. 

 Mike Burkhard and ―Rink‖ Daech are occupying Liner‘s benches, and are new hands in that 

department. 

 Albert Perkins has moved into one of the new houses. He is employed at the brick-yards at 

Glen Carbon. 

 There are five liners, counting the two new men, employed in the copper shop, who have a 

weekly output of 240 tubs. 

 Roy Bonner left Saturday evening for Chicago,  where he has secured a position in the new 

bath tub factory, superintended by E. E. Kelly, formerly a liner here. 

________ 

 

 

 
September 21, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

Blue grass will be sown over the entire grounds next week. 

The bowling alley will be opened for the winter season on October 1
st
. 

John Nix, J.C. Perkins and G Rowe have moved into their new houses. 

Will Thomas, Harry Friday and Wm. Granger were in St. Louis, Sunday. 

Arrangments are now being made for another series of illustrated lectures. 

Peter Reutter, of the Cabinet shop, has purchased a house and will move his family soon. 

The company is adding some new styles to its catalogue, in the shape of handsome embossed 

outfits. 

Manager J. H. Neustadt returned Saturday from Indianapolis, Ind., where he had several days of 

business. 

Miss Libbie Wells and F. Gardner, of the St. Louis Coffin Co., spent last Friday with Manager 

J.H. Neustadt and family. 

The club house has been turned into a kindergarten and is presided over temporarily by Miss J. 

Colt, of Collinsville.  The kindergarten exercises take place in the morning and the older scholars 

attend school in the afternoon.  Outsiders have the privilege of sending their children. 

________ 

 

 

 
 

 



Saturday, September 24, 1892 

Edwardsville Democrat 

 

 Mr. Nelson for the N. O. Nelson Mfg Co., and the city council‘s electric light committee 

have been in conference this week on the proposed contract.  Hadley and Burton represent the 

company and Travous and Warnock are special counsel for the city. 

 
Social News 
 Miss Nelson, daughter of Hon. N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, came up to attend the 

―Character Representation party‖ given Wednesday night by Miss Julia Hadley, and remained 

over for a short visit. 

________ 

 

 

September 28, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

The kindergarten has an enrollment of sixteen. 

Mrs. Geo. Rice will visit Champaign relatives next week. 

Jos. Bizzoli, cabinetmaker, is confined to his home by illness. 

Joe Miller and wife and Ed Van Arsdale spent Sunday in St. Louis 

N. O. Nelson, Geo. J. Wells and Wm. Reed were out Tuesday on general business. 

Deeds have passed for the residences of Ed and Chas. Vollintine, Peter Reuter and Mrs. Van 

Hyning. 

Fred Pfeiffer, who has been sick the past three weeks with malarial fever, will be ready to start 

work again Monday. 

Peter Reuter purchased the house originally built for E. K. Smart and has had the same repainted 

and decorated. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 5, 1892, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 George Wells of St. Louis, was out yesterday. 

 Miss Lizzie Durer is stenographer for the company here. 



 Henry Schumacher is a new employee in the cabinet shop. 

 J. H. Van Arsdale and wife visited in St. Louis last week. 

 V. R. Van Hying, of West Point, Iowa, is visiting Mrs. H. O. Van Hyning and family. 

 J. Gruney, connected with the company, of St. Louis, is out, summing up the costs of 

articles manufactured here. 

 The trip hammers and the entire force of tub liners have been idle the past few days, 

owing to a shortage of copper. 

 Charles Vollintine has moved into his new house and his daughjter Miss Hettie, of 

Nevada, Mo., will keep house for him. 

S. J. Dehl and wife, of Martinsville, are the guests of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Rowe, to-day.  Mrs. 

Rowe will accompany them home for a short visit. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 12, 1890 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 J. H. Neustadt went to St. Louis yesterday. 

 J. A. Anderson is a new employe in the cabinet shop. 

 Handsome outfits are being turned out for the World‘s Fair Missouri building. 

 The boys are becoming expert accountants since the new system of time keeping. 

 Jule Dugger, the painter has about completed his contract with the company. 

 The streets around the factories are being re-graded, under the supervision of Billy Meek. 

 An accident in the boiler room compelled the residents to go without lights Monday 

evening. 

 The dwelling on the farm has been undergoing repairs and will present a neat appearance 

when completed. 

 Chas. Dorin had the end of the fore finger of his right hand severely cut by a sand 

papering machine, Saturday. 

 Jos. H. Miller and wife, spent Tuesday and Wednesday in St. Louis, with C. A. Wilson, a 

former employe of Leclaire. 

 Barrels of water are being placed around the different departments, to aid in 

extinguishing any fire which may occur. 

 John Williams accompanied Miss Maude Nash to Union Grove, Sunday evening.  She is 

employed as teacher at that place. 

 A number of young folks attended a party a Charles Vollintine‘s Saturday evening.  It 

was given in honor of his daughter, Miss Hettie.  Refreshments were served.  Among those 

present were Misses Annie Hage, Maude Nash, Effie Nash, Julia Gaffney; Messrs. Caleb 

Bartlett, John Williams, Rol. Van Hyning, and Chas. Bailey, of St. Louis. 

________ 



October 19, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 J. H. Van Arsdale, wife and child, are in St. Louis today. 

 Another furnace has been added to the tinning department. 

 John Lammers started in soldering everflows to-day, in the copper shop. 

 Fred Merkel, foreman of the copper shop is having his residence re-decorated and 

painted. 

 Geo. Kahtz, Fred Pfeiffer, Harry Friday and George Ryan will go to Chicago this 

evening, with Company F. 

 A number of tanks 24 feet in diameter and 20 feet high, are being constructed for the Ft. 

Leavenworth government barracks. 

 C. B. Skelton, a former employe of the Mason & Hamlin Organ Co., has moved his 

family into the house formerly occupied by Mrs. Van Hyning. 

 A large solid cherry mirror frame was turned out for Geo. B. Crane, Jr., this week.  Two 

handsome oak bath tub casings are being made for Chas. H. Bartels. 

______ 

 

 

 
October 26, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

  

 Ed. Van Arsdale spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Todd Crossman is working in the copper shop. 

 J. H. Skelton has opened a private boarding house. 

 Mrs. George Rice will visit Champaign relatives this week. 

 Brick are being hauled for the foundation of a new set of boilers. 

 Albert Perkins started to work in the copper shop, soldering tanks. 

 Caleb Bartlett has been promoted from the hammerer‘s to the tinner‘s bench. 

 A variety of forest trees have been placed upon the premises of G. H. Rowe. 

 Quite a large consignment of fruit trees and shrubbery was received last week. 

 N. O. Nelson was out Monday and J. H. Neustadt returned to St. Louis with him, yesterday. 

 Telegraphic communications are now received over the private wire from the office in St. 

Louis. 

 The Pastime Club will open the bowling alley and billiard hall, on Tuesday, next, and invite 

all members and friends to be present. 



 The self Culture Club will hold their first meeting for the season at the Club house on 

Tuesday evening, next. Prof. Merwin, of St. Louis, will lecture on ―Self-Improvement, 

Progress,‖ &c. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

November 2, 1892, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 The literary club will shortly reorganize. 

 Mrs. Jos. H. Miller is in St. Louis, today. 

 Will and Thos. McNeilly spent Sunday in New Douglas. 

 Ed and Will Robinson, of New Douglas, are new hands in the cabinet shop. 

 Miss Annie Johnson, of St. Louis, was a guest of Miss Lizzie Durer, Sunday. 

 The lecture at the club house, by Prof. T. B. Merwin, Tuesday eveing, was well attended. 

 The bowling club will hold a meeting in the pastime hall this evening and reorganize for 

the winter. 

______ 

 

 

 

 

November 9, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Frank Bayer is running one of the trip hammers. 

 Al Perkins has been promoted to the liner‘s bench. 

 Eugene Howe, an expert tub-liner, left Sunday for Chicago. 

 Theo. Lauer has resigned his position in the varnish department. 

 Miss Hattie Vollentine, who has been ill this past week, is improving. 

 Rol Van Hyning and Miss Edna Nash spent Sunday with friends in Hillsboro. 

 The bowling club held a meeting last week and re-elected the old officers.  The alley is 

now open for the season. 

 Geo. Rice, foreman of the cabinet shop, returned Monday evening from Champaign, 

where he was visiting relatives. 



 The literary club held a meeting Thursday night at the club house.  A committee 

consisting of J. H. Neustadt, Will Thomas and G. W. Rowe were chosen to make arrangements 

for the next meeting, which occurs next Friday evening.  Declamations, recitations and vocal and 

instrumental music will consist the program. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 16, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

________ 

Leclaire Laconics. 
________ 

  

 Caleb Bartlett was in Carpenter, Sunday. 

 Mr. J. H. Miller is recovering from her recent illness. 

 A handsome toilet room outfit is being turned out for a customer in Zacacetas, Mexico. 

 A variety of specimen bath tubs of white maple are being turned out this week. 

 Prof. W. L. Sheldon, of St. Louis, lectured Tuesday evening on ―The Haunts of Columbus.‖ 

 Fred Douglas, of the tub shop, cut the thumb of his left hand last week with a chisel, which 

necessitated a vacation for a few days. 

 The Literary Club had its meeting last week and the exercises consisted chiefly of 

declamations, recitations and singing. The meetings hereafter will be held every alternate 

Tuesday evening at the Club House. 

________ 

 Short hand and typewriting done with neatness and dispatch. CARRIE WOLF. Leave orders at 

Wolf & Desmond‘s Hardware Store.  

________ 

 

 
November 23, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

Leclaire Laconics. 
________ 

  

 Mrs. J. H. Van Arsdale spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Caleb Bartlett is having a book case made. It is of unique design. 

 A number of names have been added to the membership of the bowling club. 

 Mrs. H. N. Haskell, of Monticello Seminary, Godfrey, was a visitor, Tuesday. 

 George Ryan had a finger of his right hand injured last week and blood poisoning set in. 

 Mrs. J. J. Malone and Miss Fanny Ward, of Benton, are guests of Mrs. Ed. Vollintine, this 

week. 



 F. J. Kuny, who has been here the past few weeks, will leave Saturday, for St. Louis, having 

completed his work here. 

 Ed. Duncan has been promoted to the foremanship of the tub shop, Vice G. W. Rowe, 

resigned, who is now employed in the Cabinet shop. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Senn went to Litchfield Tuesday evening to attend the nuptials of his 

sister, Miss Bertha, to Mr. John Maloney, both of that city. Miss Senn has many friends in this 

city who wish them well. 

 The literary met last night and a short program, consisting of vocal and instrumental music, 

was rendered. A debate will take place at the next meeting, the question being: ―Resolved, That 

the World‘s Fair be open on Sundays.‖ 

 A surprise was given Rol. Van Hyning Friday evening, by a number of his friends in honor 

of his birthday. Refreshments were served. Among those present were: Misses Hettie Vollintine, 

Maude and Effie Nash, Maggie Nix, Nannie Bartlett and Anna Hage; John Williams, Caleb 

Bartlett,  Will Nix, Charles Vollintine and Chas. Moore. 

 The Self Culture Club has arranged the following program for the remainder of the season: 

Nov. 29th, ―Some reformers,‖ N. O. Nelson; Dec. 13th, ―Popular Readings,‖ Dr. John Snyder; 

Dec. 27th, ―The Sources of American Law,‖ Everett W. Pattison; Jan 190th, ―Scenes in 

London,‖ E. N. Plank; Jan. 24th ―Phases of the English Parliament,‖ Henry T. Kent; Feb. 7th, 

―Round about London,‖ E. N. Plank; Feb. 21st, ―Topics of the Times,‖ J. B. Merwin; March 7th, 

Concert, Members of Leclaire Band. All are invited to attend these meetings; they will be 

instructive and entertaining. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 30, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 A new set of boilers are being put in. 

 The company will take its annual invoice tomorrow. 

 Robt. VanArsdale visited relatives in St. Louis Friday. 

 A new embossing machine has been placed in the cabinet shop. 

 Ed. Hagnauer started in this week and runs one of the trip hammers. 

 Arrangements are being made to treat the children to a Christmas tree. 

 Two large saw frames were turned out this week for Desmond‘s machine shop. 

 Mrs. J. H. Neustadt and daughter, Genevieve, visited in St. Louis last week. 

 Jake Snyder, the butcher, moved into the house formerly occupied by Charles Moore. 

 John Daech and Wm. Robbins started to work this week, and were placed in the copper 

shop. 

 E. K. Smart and wife, of Carlinville, spent Thanksgiving with Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 

VanArsdale. 



 A little son of Peter Reuter had the misfortune to slip and fall Wednesday last, receiving a 

severe scalp wound from a pair of scissors which he was holding. 

 Mr. N. O. Nelson spoke at the club house last night on ―Some Reformers,‖ to quite a 

large audience.  The lecture was very interesting and highly appreciated. 

 Henry Rollins, night watchman, went to St. Louis yesterday, to make arrangements for 

the funeral of his step-daughter, Mrs. C. Darity, who will be buried in this city. 

________ 

 

 

December 14, 1892, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 
  

An infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Rowe is dangerously ill. 

 Ben Richards and force are laying the foundations for the new boilers. 

 Jos. Warren and Wm. Reid, of St. Louis, were out Monday evening. 

 J. B. Case, Frank O‘Neil and C. A. Jaynes, of the St. Louis house, were out last week. 

 A meeting was held last week to perfect arrangements for entertaining the visitors, 

Saturday. 

 Wm. Nevins, of the Cabinet shop, has purchased a house on Holyoke street and moved in 

Saturday. 

 Jos. H. Miller went to St. Louis, today, to lay in a supply of Christmas goods for the 

children of Leclaire. 

 The declaration of dividends of the co-operative store, at the meeting at the club house, 

Monday night, amounted to 20 per cent on the dollar to members. 

 G. H. Rowe has composed an appropriate song to be sung by the quartette at the 

stockholders‘ meeting, Saturday afternoon.  Mr. Rowe is a graduate of Danville Normal 

University. 

 Dr. John Snyder, a Unitarian minister of St. Louis, spoke at the Club House, Tuesday 

evening, on ―Popular Readings.‖ On the evening of the 27
th

 inst. Everett W. Pattison, of St. 

Louis, will discuss ―The Sources of American law.‖ 

 A special train will come up from St. Louis, Saturday afternoon, with the officers, 

stockholders and co-operatives of the company.  The annual meeting will be held in the copper 

shop and the dividend declared.  After the meeting the employes and friends will partake of a 

spread, to be served in the bowling alley.  The band, composed of 20 members, will furnish 

inspiration. 

 The Leclaire Literary Club will give an entertainment at the Club House, Tuesday 

evening next.  The program will be as follows:  Piano forte solo, Miss Lizzie Durer; recitation, 

Miss Emma Schwarz; reading, Mrs. Wm. Nevins; dialogue, Misses Maude Van Hyning and 

Ollie Thomas; piano duet, Miss Ollie Thomas and Mrs. Van Arsdale; vocal duet, with piano 

accompaniment, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Neustadt, and vocal and instrumental selections by the 

Misses Schwarz and Trares.  A debate will follow.  The question will be: ―Resolved that the 

World‘s Fair be open on Sunday.‖ 

________  



Wednesday, December 16, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
_______ 
  

J. Vosburg was out from St. Louis, Monday. 

 Frank O‘Neil was out from St. Louis, yesterday. 

 A new piano was added to the concert room furnishings, Monday. 

 A new jointer and double blower have been put in the cabinet shop. 

 Will Thomas, Joe Degenhart, and Henry Thoman  spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Prof. F. M. Crupden will lecture at the hall, Tuesday night, next.  The Leclaire band will 

render several selections before the lecture takes place. 

 A tower is being erected over the artesian well.  The well is now furnishing considerable 

water and gives promise of a much better supply than was at first anticipated. 

 The entire force will come out from St. Louis Saturday afternoon on a special train, to 

hold their annual meeting.  After business has been transacted the party will be taken to the Club 

room, where a luncheon will be in waiting.  A committee on reception will be appointed.  The 

citizens are invited to take part. 

 The contest for the medals by the members of the bowling alley commenced Monday 

night, and will be continued for three weeks.  The umpires are W. D. Harnist, G. L. Hall and J. 

H. Can Arsdale, and the scorers are Geo. Rice, Hartley Lanham and Aug. Katz.  The medals will 

be the property of the club and will be contested for from time to time. 
________  

 

 

 

December 28, 1892 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 
 

 The employees of the copper shop took a holiday Monday. 

 M. J. Delano spent Christmas with his family in Cuba, Mo. 

 Tom Fischer, of St. Louis, is filling the position of night fireman. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Senn entertained a number of relatives at Christmas dinner. 

 Miss Callie Coit, teacher of the kindergarten, is spending the holidays with home folks in 

Collinsville. 

 The patrons of the co-operative store presented Jos. H. Miller, their clerk, with an oak 

desk for Christmas. 

 The boys of the cabinet shop, of which George Rice is foreman, presented him with a 

handsome arm chair for Christmas. 



 Misses Maude and Effie Nash and John Williams and Rol. Van Hyning spent Sunday at 

Union Grove.  Miss Effie will be a guest of her sister for several days. 

 The members of the Leclaire band presented their leader, W. B. Thomas, with a 

handsome silk umbrella.  N. O. Nelson made the presentation in behalf of the boys. 

 The children were treated to a Christmas tree Saturday evening at the Club House.  J. H. 

Miller played the role of Santa Claus and an impartial divide of toys was made. 

 A number of young people took advantage of the opportunity offered and had a skating 

party at the large pond, Monday afternoon.  A bonfire was built and the sport was kept up until 

dusk. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

December 28, 1892, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Physician ―Business Card‖ Advertisement 
 

H. T. WHARFF, M. D. 
________ 

 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, Edwardsville, Ill.  Office, opposite St. John‘s M. E. church on 

St. Louis street.  Office hours 8 to 10 A.M;  1 to 3 and 7 to 8 P.M.  Residence Leclaire; Office 

hours at residence from 6 to 8 A.M; 12 to 1 and 6 to 7 P.M. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 28, 1892, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Physician ―Business Card‖ Advertisement 

 

Social. 
________ 

 
Entertainments and Gaieties Enjoyed by Home People 
________ 
The Leclaire band and a party of friends serenaded Walter Herder at the home of his parents, on 

St. Louis street, Saturday night.  Refreshments were served. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 



January 4, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Construction Summary for 1892 
 

Leclaire 
________ 

 

 The improvements at Leclaire during the year include eight dwellings, the cost of which 

was $8,000, a new battery of boilers has been added, costing $3,000, other machinery has been 

put in, the cost of which was from $8,000 to $10,000.  A good deal of building has been planned 

and is partly under way among which is a new dry house, to cost from $3,000 to $4,000; a sash, 

blind and door department, to cost from $2,500 to $3,500, an ice plant also is to be constructed 

with a capacity of 25 tons per day. 

_______ 
 

 

 

 

January 4, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Employees will not be paid for holidays  hereafter. 

 Will Appel started to work in the copper shop Monday. 

 N. O. Nelson has left for California to spend the winter months. 

 An order of 500 tanks will be filled this week for a firm in Pittsburg, Pa. 

 The severe cold snap caused the residents annoyance with freezing and bursting water 

pipes. 

 Jas. McNeilly, Tell Foster, Bob Robbins and Fritz Durer attended the ball at New 

Douglas, Saturday evening. 

 Miniature bath tubs and tanks for the use of salesmen are being turned out.  The tubs 

measure 12 inches in length. 

 J. H. Neustadt, W. A. Reed, of St. Louis, Wm. (F     ), of Collinsville and others will 

leave Saturday on a hunting trip through the wilds of Southwest Arkansas. 

 An entertainment was given at the Club House last evening.  The following was the 

program: Vocal duet, Laura and Alice Daniels; dialogue, Hettie Vollentine and Caleb Bartlett; 

sextet, members of the band; reading, Mamie Durer; dialogue, Hettie and Edgar Vollentine; 

address, ―Scenes of London,‖ E. N. Plank, St. Louis; debate subject, ―Resolved, that the 

character of South Carolina exceeds that of Massachusetts in national greatness.‖ Affirmative – 

G. H. Rowe and E. N. Plank; negative – Will Thomas and Caleb Bartlett.  It was decided in favor 

of the negative. 

________ 

 

 



Wednesday, January 25, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 
 

 Will Harles has resigned as gluer in the cabinet shop. 

 Mrs. Neustadt and son Harry spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Vollentine entertained visitors from Sorento last week. 

 Tom Fischer, fireman, is off on a week‘s vacation to visit his family at Litchfield. 

 Chas. Hill has accepted a position with Cahill & Collins, of which plant J. D. Wilson, 

formerly of this place, is superintendent. 

 Prof. H. T. Kent, of St. Louis, lectured at the Club House last evening on the ―Phases of 

the English Parliament.‖ A good audience greeted him. 

 The program of the debating club is being prepared for next Tuesday‘s entertainment at 

the Club House.  It will consist of selections from Tennyson.  Vocal and instrumental music will 

be rendered by volunteers. 

 Manager J. H. Neustadt returned yesterday from Arkansas, where he has been spending 

the past ten days on a hunting expedition.  He reports a good time, and brought home with him 

one wild cat, nine coonskins, six mallard ducks and other game. 

________ 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, January 25, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

JOTTINGS. 
________ 
 

Newsy Business and Otherwise of More or Less Importance. 
 ________ 
 
 Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, is expected to give a lecture at Leclaire, Thursday 

evening, February 16
th

.  No admission fee will be charged, and no doubt many will take 

advantage of the chance to see and hear the distinguished speaker. 

________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 1, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Literary Club 
 

Brevities. 
_______ 

 
Composed of Live Locas Picked Up During the Week 
_______ 

 

The Leclaire Literary Club meeting at the Club House, last evening, was well attended and the program 

consisted of the following:  Essay on Tennyson, Mrs. J. H. Van Arsdale; piano solo, Miss L. Herder; recitation, Mrs. 

J. H. Neustadt; song, Tennyson‘s lullaby, Miss Hettie Vollentine; reading, Mrs. Wm. Nevins; vocal duet, Misses 

Laura and Alice Daniels,; recitation, Miss Daisy Hobson; recitation, Miss Hettie Vollentine; piano solo, ―Home, 

Sweet Home,‖ Miss Ollie Thomas. 

______ 

 

 

 

 

February 1, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Wedding 
 

Social. 
_______ 
 
Entertainments and Gaieties Enjoyed by Home People 
_______ 

 

Mr. Wm. McNeilly and Miss Ella Ryan were married yesterday morning, at nine o‘clock, 

at St. Mary‘s church, by Rev. Father J. C. Daw.  The bridesmaids were Misses Mamie McNeilly 

and Lulu Schwarz, and the groomsmen, Peter Ryan, of Le Seuer, Minn., and Thomas McNeilly.  

An elegant wedding dinner was served at the home of the bride‘s sister, Mrs. E. L. Schwarz, to 

which only relatives and intimate friends were invited.  The couple have taken up their residence 

on Holyoke street, Leclaire, where the groom is employed in the Cabinet shops.  Their many 

friends, and with them the INTELLIGENCER, wish them a long and happy life. 

 
_________ 

 



 

February 1, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics. 
_______ 

 

Mrs. Geo. Rice is on the sick list. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Miller spent Mondayin St. Louis, guests of the former‘s mother. 

Mrs. J. H. Van Arsdale returned Monday from a few days‘visit with relatives in St. Louis. 

Business has been exceedingly good the past few weeks owing to large orders from 

eastern jobbers. 

The members of the co-operative store held a meeting Monday evening and elected Wm. 

Nevins secretary, vice G. H. Rowe, resigned. 

The copper shop is turning out a new design of tub, registered in the catalogue as the 

―Leclaire.‖  It is put up in maple and has no casing.  This is the cheaper grade and present a neat 

appearance. 

 E. N. Plank will begin a series of illustrated lectures at the Club House, on the ―History of 

England.‖  The initial one will be held about March 1
st
.  Mr. Plank has about 100 slides and his 

lectures will be of much interest. 

The two large tanks shipped to Oklahoma, burst recently, causing a loss of property to the 

amount of about $8,000.  The cause was due to the contractors who placed them in position.  The 

company is making new tanks. 

________  

 

 

 

February 8, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 The Literary Club will meet Tuesday evening. 

 Chas. Neustadt, of East St. Louis, was out Sunday. 

 Several new hands will be installed in the Copper Shop next week. 

 Edward Robbins has been assigned to a position in the Cabinet Shop. 

 As soon as weather permits a general building boom will be inaugurated. Several new 

factory buildings will be erected. 

 Henry D. Kent, of St. Louis, lectured at the Club House last night on ―The Phases of the 

English Parliament.‖ His address was well received. 

 Percy Lusk, of the Cabinet Shop, had a narrow escape from being seriously injured by the 

sand paper machine, several days ago. His clothing was caught by a moving bolt when 

fortunately the garment gave way. 

________ 



February 22, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Edward Everett Hale in Leclaire 

 

Social. 
_______ 
 
Entertainments and Gaieties Enjoyed by Home People 
_______ 

 

Edward Everett Hale‘s lecture, Thursday night, was well attended by Leclaire and 

Edwardsville people.  Manager Neustadt opened the meeting by reading an address of welcome 

from N. O. Nelson, who is spending the winter in California.  Mr. Hale‘s subject was 

―Washington,‖ and was a treat, as it abounded with so many interesting reminiscences of General 

Washington‘s life not treated by biographers.  His life was discussed from boyhood to old age 

with but little of his war record and more of his private life.  His discourse was followed by some 

pleasant remarks by Dr. John Snyder, of St. Louis.  After the lecture a reception was tendered 

Mr. Hale by Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Neustadt, at which a large number of Edwardsvillians were 

present. 

________  

 

 

 

February 22, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Kindergarten 

 

Brevities 
_______ 
 
Composed of Live Locas Picked Up During the Week 
_______ 

 

Hereafter no tuition fee will be charged children of suitable age and requirements at the 

kindergarten at Leclaire.  Many may be glad to avail themselves of the opportunity of having 

their children taught there. A library consisting of several hundred volumes of standard works is 

also free to members.  Applications for membership should be made to J. H. Neustadt. 

_______ 

 



February 22, 1893, Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 

 

Leclaire Laconics 
_______ 

 

Attorney Chas. Neustadt, of East St. Louis, was out Sunday. 

Peter Duffy visited East St. Louis relatives Saturday and Sunday. 

George Rice‘s two children have been very sick with pneuimonia the past week. 

Dr. Snyder, J. B. Case, W. A. Reed and W. T. Lawrence, of St. Louis, attended the 

lecture and reception, Thursday evening. 

A Sunday school will probably be started as soon as favorable weather sets in.  The Club 

House will be used for this purpose. 

Prof. J. B. Merwin, of St. Louis, lectured at the Club House yesterday evening to a well-

filled hose.  His subject was the ―Topics of the Times.‖  Mr. Merwin has delivered several 

lectures here and is well liked. 

________ 

 

 

March 1, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Mrs. A. Perkins is on the sick list. 

 Mrs. J. H. Neustadt spent Saturday in St. Louis. 

 C. A. Jaynes was out from the store, in St. Louis, Saturday. 

 A new stake wagon has been added to facilitate work in the shipping department. 

 Joseph Rizzoli, a cabinet maker, has purchased the residence known as the Van Hyning 

house. 

 The steam pipes of the new boilers are being covered with mineral wool and asbestos to 

protect them from the cold weather. 

 Gus Kahtz, who runs the trip hammers, is enjoying a two weeks‘ vacation. Caleb Bartlett 

has been placed in charge until his return. 

 Julius Horstman, of the cabinet shop, was injured Saturday afternoon by a machine 

known as the jointer. The third finger of his right hand was cut off. 

 Geroge Rice, foreman of the cabinet shop had his right hand severely cut with the band 

saw, Saturday. The insured member required several stitches. 

 The musical and literary last evening was largely attended and the selections were of 

unusual interest. Several well-written essays were read and discussed. 

 E. N. Plank, of the St. Louis Ethical Club, will deliver a course of seven illustrated 

lectures in the Club House, on English history. He gave the first last night and will continue each 

alternate Tuesday until finished. All are cordially invited. 

________ 



March 22, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Laconics 
 

Leclaire Laconics 
________ 

 

 Rollin Van Hyning is enjoying a week‘s vacation. 

 Joe Miller and wife spent Sunday in St. Louis. 

 Miss Lizze Durer, stenographer, visited Venice relatives, Sunday. 

 Mrs. Al. Perkins is on an extended visit to relatives in the East. 

 Jack Nix has been placed in charge of the Leclaire farm, vice Thos. Mitchell. 

 Miss Cora Beattiste, of Carlinville, is a guest of the family of R. E. Thomas. 

 Gus Kahtz, Frank Daech and Eugene Howe, of the Copper Shop, were laid off Monday. 

 John Hess had the forefinger of his right hand badly cut by the sand papering machine, 

Monday. 

 Miss Sophia Vollintine, of New Douglas, is visiting her father, Chas. Vollintine and 

family this week. 

 Henry Rollins, fireman, resigned last week and L. Kinch, of St. Louis, has been 

employed. He will move his family to Leclaire. 

 Will Nevine has resigned his position in the Cabinet Shop. He will remove his family to a 

farm near New Douglas the latter part of the week. 

 A debate will take place at the Club House next Tuesday evening. The question will be, 

―Resolved, that poverty produces more crime than wealth.‖ 

 Hugo Schaff, the florist, has moved into the house formerly occupied by Joe Rizzoli. The 

latter now occupies the residence recently purchased from the company. 

 Chas. Hill, who has been absent for the past two months, has again taken his position in 

the Tub Shops and has been placed at the bench formerly occupied by Ed Taylor, tub maker. 

 E. N. Plank, of St. Louis, delivered his third lecture of a series of seven on the ―History of 

England,‖ at the Club House, last night. These lectures are well delivered and illustrated by 

magic lantern views. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

April 5, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 
________ 

 

The alligator brought here a year ago from Lake Charles, La., by B. F. Peters, was killed at the 

county farm pond Thursday.  Mr. Peters gave the reptile to Will Thomas at Leclaire.  It made its 

escape shortly afterward and had not been seen until Thursday, when some boys who were 

playing around the pond killed it. 

 

(Note:  A few years later it was announced that it was legal to shoot alligators during gaming 

season.  The reminder came after an Edwardsville resident on Kansas street came across a three 



foot alligator in his tomato patch.  Evidently Will Thomas was not the only one to lose an 

alligator in Leclaire or Edwardsville.) 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 17, 1893 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Schwarz-Thomas Wedding 

 

Joined Hands and Hearts 
________ 

 

 A pretty home wedding occurred last eveing at six o‘clock at the residence of Mr. and 

Mrs. Chas. Schwarz, in the marriage of their eldest daughter, Miss Jessie E., to Mr. W. B. 

Thomas.  The ceremony was performed by Rev. Father C. A. O‘Reilly, of St. Mary‘s church, and 

was witnessed by relatives and a few most intimate friends.  The wedding march was rendered 

by Mssrs. C. M., W. C., Geo C., and Elmer Schwarz, accompanied by Miss Laura Schwarz.  The 

bride was attired in a handsome traveling costume of navy blue, with hat and gloves to match.  

After the ceremony an excellent supper was served.  The bride is an accomplished, amiable and 

highly esteemed society young lady.  She has taught successfully in the public schools for 

several years.  She is a member of the choir of St. Mary‘s church and has been for some time the 

organist.  The groom is foreman of the varnishing department at the N. O. Nelson plant at 

Leclaire, is one of the leading spirits in the society movements of the place and a well-known 

and popular young man.  He is also director of the Leclaire band.  The couple left on the night 

train for Chicago to remain a week at the Fair, after which they will live several weeks with the 

groom‘s parents, until their new residence in Leclaire is completed, when they will go to 

housekeeping.  The twain start in life with bright promises for happiness and prosperity and their 

friends and with them the INTELLIGENCER wish them God speed in their journey. 

________ 

 

 

 



1894 

Portrait & Biological Record of Madison County Illinois 

N. O. NELSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY.   

 

Portrait & Biological Record of Madison County Illinois 
N. O. NELSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY.   
 
________ 

 

 One of the best industrial institutions in this country is the one above mentioned.  It has 

its like only in St. Louis, where is the older and main establishment.  It is co-operative in its 

system of labor and differs materially from all other corporations.  The plant was erected on the 

outskirts of the city in 1890, on the site of one hundred sixty acres which were laid out for the 

purpose and named Leclaire, after the distinguished Frenchman, the originator of this system of 

labor and profit sharing.  Mr. Nelson selected the site with its large acreage so that he could have 

a wider scope to carry out and fully develop his cooperative methods.   

      Every one of the one hundred and fifty employees connected with the establishment is a 

stockholder and draws six per cent interest on the amount of his stock. He also has a salary equal 

to that paid for similar work elsewhere, to which is added a per cent of the profits after caring for 

the sick and disabled.  This percent on his stock he can draw out at the end of the year or allow it 

to remain, increasing his stock capital.  The conditions are also applied to his salary.  Thus the 

employees take an interest in their work, become identified with the establishment, labor for its 

success and feel pride in it.   

      Another grand feature is that it gives a man the opportunity to acquiring a home and 

educating his children.  The intellectual and social features of it are a kindergarten, a well 

selected library, a billiard hall and bowling alley, all free.  Recently Mr. Nelson endowed the 

institution with an educational fund of $10,000, to which he proposes to add from time to time as 

necessities may require.  The gift is placed in the hands of five trustees selected from the 

employees, whose only qualification is that they must be a householder in Leclaire.   

      The first officers of the company were N. O. Nelson, President; George A. Wells, Vice-

President; and J. B. Case, Secretary.  Mr. Nelson is still President.  They manufacture all kinds of 

sawmill and planning mill machinery, pipe machines and machine shop tools.  They also carry 

on a brass foundry and do brass work of all descriptions.  Another department is devoted to 

coppersmithing and in the third department they manufacture hardwood cabinet ware, fixtures, 

plumbing supplies, etc. 

      The shop embraces seven large buildings constructed of brick.  The residence portion is laid 

off after the manner of a park, with a view to landscape effect, with drives, walks, flower beds, 

fountains, etc.  The dwellings are neat, attractive and commodious.  Here too are the billiard and 

bowling h alls, the kindergarten and supply store owned and operated by members.  Most of the 

employees live here, although they are free to select a residence elsewhere. 

      The Leclaire institution is under the able management of J. H. Neustadt, a native of Madison 

County, who has been connected with it since its formation.  Though comparatively young in 

years, he is especially fitted to conduct an establishment of this kind, and its success is largely 

due to his careful supervision.  The founder of this system of labor is doing a great deal of good 

elevating the industrial classes, and is a benefactor of his race, a true philanthropist. 

 



(Note: The above article is copied directly except for changes in punctuation and paragraphing to make it easier to read.  Also, 

in the original article Leclaire was misspelled with a capital “C”, a common error still made by many in Edwardsville today.) 

________ 
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PROFIT SHARING 
________ 
 

An Open Letter to Employers and Employes. 
________  

  

 In anticipation of a revival of business and the consequent reopening of many mills and 

factories, which now seems probable, we would invite your attention to the importance of 

introducing some form of profit sharing as a feature of your industrial relationships. The method 

of paying a dividend to the workman out of profits as they are realized annually has been 

approved by most of the economists of Europe and America as thoroughly practical and 

advantageous to both the employer and the employed. We will mention a few characteristics 

which should commend it to your careful attention. 

 Profit sharing can be adopted by an employer without risk of loss, inasmuch as he 

assumes under it no obligations except such as are to be discharged from profits actually made. 

His prerogatives as manager and his rights as proprietor are not curtailed. Profit sharing would 

establish a more friendly relationship of common interest between working people and the 

employer. This would be the surest pledge of industrial peace, and the firmest support in times of 

commercial distress. 

 The employe, responding to such an advance by the employer, can increase the quantity 

and improve the quality of the product under a deeper feeling of personal interest. By his 

diligence, care, and economy, he can actually creat an additional profit, which is to be used in 

supplementing regular wages. Profit sharing includes the payment of the best wages current, and 

promises a bonus beyond this, which, experience shows, the interested workman can invariably 

produce in good times. 

 Profit sharing, as a principle, may be applied in a large variety of ways, and it can readily 

be adapted to the great majority of productive and distributive enterprises. We invite applications 

for full information concerning the history and the results of the system, as it is now in operation 

in many establishments, small and large, in Europe and the United States. The address of the 

Secretary of our association is 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 

 For the Association for the Promotion of Profit Sharing: 

 CARROLL D. WRIGHT, Washington, President 

 FRANCIS A. WALKER, Boston, 

 N. O. NELSON,  St. Louis, Vice Presidents. 

 R.  FULTON CUTTING, New York, 

 ALFRED DOLGE, New York, 

 R. R. BOWKER, New York, 



 HENRY R. TOWNE, Stamford, Conn., 

 GEORGE H. CHACE, Fall River, Mass., Directors 

________ 
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NELLIE BLY 
FINDS A 

MODEL TOWN.      

________ 
 

The Labor Question Solved 
and Everybody Happy 

in a Little Village 
Near St. Louis. 

________ 
 

A CONTRAST TO PULLMAN. 
________ 

 

Profit-Sharing and Co-Opera- 
tive Theories in Practi- 

cal and Satisfactory 
Operation. 
________ 

 
NO STRIKES NOR DISAGREEMENTS. 

________ 
 

Every Workman a Stockholder 
with a Vote in the Manage- 

ment of the Com- 
pany. 

________ 
 

THEIR CO-OPERATIVE STORE. 
________ 

 
Does the Town of Leclaire, ILL. Stand 

as a Living Ideal of the Proper 
Relations Between Capi- 

tal & Labor? 
________ 

 



 

    There is one place in America where the labor question seems to have been solved.  That is in 

Leclaire, ILL. one hour's ride from St. Louis, Mo. 

    Leclaire is a town founded upon the principles of profit-sharing and co-operation. 

    As an experiment it is interesting not only to the employer and employed, the student and the 

philanthropist, but to the entire United States, which has been forced into a realization of the 

increasing dissatisfaction of the employed, the misery of strikes and the cruelty of corporations. 

    What the solution to it is thousands have asked and none have answered.  Indeed the man who 

could say what course or what place would settle all wrongs and dissatisfactions would gain a 

higher pinnacle of fame than that ever reached by mortal. 

    What I had seen and learned in Pullman had not only converted me into a striker, but had left 

me very despondent as to the ultimate fate of the employed, men and women.  Even Gov. 

Altgeld, who has the subject very much at heart, could only suggest one hope when I interviewed 

him: "Let them all stand together: It is their only hope." 

    But standing together seemed to offer strikes, and strikes mean hunger and crime:  so I 

accepted most eagerly the suggestion to investigate Leclaire, a town wherein was promised a 

perfect solution to the labor question. 

    I watched very eagerly for the first glimpse of Leclaire, and my first impression from the car 

window was that it was very unlike Mr. Pullman's "model" (?) town.  In Pullman the fine 

buildings and the park face the railroad and hide the poverty flats and the squalor from view.  At 

Leclaire the backs of the houses were towards the tracks.  They looked very simple and country-

like, but prosperous and clean.  That impressed me most. 

IDEAL WORKSHOPS. 

    The train slowed down enough to permit me to jump off.  There was no station, and that 

amused me, for, excepting the hotel, the station is the most artistic building in Pullman.  I walked 

across the fields to the settlement of workshops.  They were not imposing to the eye of the 

uninitiated.  To one who noticed only the beauty of architecture the factories must look painfully 

plain and unassuming.  They were only one-storied, red brick, and the man who understood 

would have explained that they were the ideal perfection of buildings for man to labor in, and a 

working man would have called the blessed.  Their chief feature was windows-big, generous 

windows-that admit as much light and air as could be obtained under a canopy.  Every factory 

has fire-sprinklers, electric fans, electric lights and steam heat. 

    Could anything be more ideal in the way of a building for man to labor in? 

    I recall the pens I have seen in New York and elsewhere, where slaves, male and female, labor 

in ill-lighted, badly ventilated, foul-smelling firetraps, and I had an irresistible longing to say to 

them: "I know a place where to labor is a pleasure, not an agonizing slave task." 

THE MEN AT WORK. 

    As I walked through the factories I looked at the men.  It is generally easy to judge a man's 

condition by his face.  I noticed it so much in Pullman.  The men, and more especially the 

women, had a sad, weary expression, as if they never had any chance to feel light-hearted and to 

laugh.  But the workmen in the Leclaire factories were working away as if work were a pleasure, 

and those who were not actually smiling did not bear the slightest expression of care. 

    Everybody was busy, but no one was afraid to look up.  I have been in factories where the 

employed are commanded under penalty of dismissal to "look steadily at their work when 

visitors are present." 



    The absence of a "boss" was another noticeable feature.  I have never before visited a factory 

where I did not see at the very first moment a "boss,"  stationed at a prominent part of the factory 

and watching the workers with the cruel eyes of a slave-driver.  If there was a "boss" in the 

Leclaire factories I did not see him.  Every man seemed to be working.  I afterward learned that 

among the one hundred and fifteen men employed in Leclaire, there are only three men who do 

no actual hand work.  One is the foreman, and what the others are I neglected to ask.  I presume 

one is a shipping clerk and the other a bookkeeper. 

    A high green hedge with a dividing driveway separated the factories of Leclaire from the 

home part.  I thought if there was nothing else to recommend Leclaire the beautifully constructed 

factories would, but when I was once within the green hedge I began to realize the beauty of the 

town.  If one expects to find grandeur in Leclaire one will be disappointed.  The town is simple 

and pretty and is wears splendidly.  The longer I was in Leclaire the better I liked it.  The longer 

I was in Pullman the less I liked it. 

    When I first landed in Pullman and saw the park, the pretty lake, the fine station and hotel, the 

impressive front to the shops, the arcade, I thought it was all so beautiful, but when I walked to 

the rear of the town and saw the miserable "Letter" blocks and "brickyard" frame tenements, I 

felt like tearing down the sham front and showing the filth and poverty behind it. 

THE WORKMEN'S HOUSES. 

    But in Leclaire the more I searched for faults the more I became impressed with the perfection 

of the place.  The streets are not laid out like a checkerboard, with barracks of brick tenements 

filling every square, as at Pullman, but wind this way and that in pleasing and artistic 

irregularity.  The only brick employed in Leclaire are the factory buildings.  All the houses are 

frame, as country houses should be.  They all occupy lots averaging one-third of an acre and are 

set back twenty feet or more from the pavement. 

    There are no double houses for two or more families in Leclaire, there are no blocks of 

tenements with from six to a dozen people in two rooms as at Pullman.  Every house in Leclaire 

is individual, and only one family lives in a house.  Along the winding roads I saw the two-

storied frame houses, prettily painted, set in wide green lots that were only broken by pretty 

flower beds or growing trees.  There is no supervision of houses and streets, as in Pullman, and 

yet everything, just the contrary to Pullman, was the perfection of cleanliness.  There was that 

look about the little homes that bespoke prosperity and happiness. 

    There is no fine hotel to impress the traveller in Leclaire, as there is in Pullman, but visitors 

who have heard of the object of the town and are anxious to investigate its workings are not 

unknown, even all the way from France, and it has come to be generally understood that they 

shall be simply, unaffectedly and cordially made welcome at the manager's home.  This was my 

fate also.  The manager is an enthusiast on profit-sharing and co-operation, and he never stopped 

to ask me what my business was, or why I had come to Leclaire, but took me to his home and 

introduced me to his pretty wife, just as if I had been a friend they had long expected. 

    After supper the manager went off with a friend to attend a meeting where further co-

operation was to be discussed, and the little wife asked me to walk around with her to see the 

town.  We not only saw the town, but I grasped the opportunity to talk with the people. 

    The first house we stopped at was a two-storied white frame, with a very roomy and pretty 

veranda.  The windows were all open, the lawn was green and well kept and the flower-beds 

were one mass of fragrance and color.  The entire place was so pretty and homelike that I was 

anxious to see the inhabitants, and had that curiosity partly gratified when the wife, seeing us 

stop, came out to speak to Mrs. N., the manger's wife, and to offer us flowers. 



    The woman had very dreamy brown eyes and an intellectual face.  Mrs. N. strolled on to speak 

to another neighbor and I talked with the woman.  She was German by birth and had formerly 

lived in New York, in West Thirty-eighth street, between Ninth and Tenth avenues.  This 

interested me very much, for I could not well imagine a greater contrast than between her New 

York and Leclaire homes. 

    "How do you like Leclaire?" I asked her, first telling her I was from New York and thereby 

establishing a bond of sympathy between us. 

    "When we first came here we thought we were in heaven." she said earnestly.  "My husband 

would not go away for anything.  He says Leclaire is the best place in America.  I like it too, only 

you know, sometimes I want to see my friends.  They all live in New York.  I would like to go 

back to see them, but I wouldn't move away from here." 

    "Why don't you go on a visit, then?" I asked. 

    "We don't want to spend the money yet." was the reply.  "We are buying this house, and until 

it's paid for we don't want to waste money foolishly." 

    "How much did you pay for the house?" 

    "I am not sure; I think it was $1,450; maybe it was more.  I don't remember.  Our lot is on the 

corner, you see, and it is 100x140.  We pay for the house just the same as rent, $18 a month.  Of 

course, if we were renting it would be much less, but it isn't much even to buy." 

    "How much does your husband earn?" 

    "He gets a salary-$16 per week-and that is the year round.  Once we tried to buy a home on the 

Palisades; we didn't like to have our children grow up in the streets of New York and we had no 

other place for them.  We saved enough money to make a big first payment, and then we were to 

pay just like rent, with an interest on the whole amount.  Well, somehow, we couldn't get along.  

While my husband has always been a steady worker, work would be slack and he would be laid 

off, and we got back, try as we would, until we lost our home and everything we had paid on it.  

It's different here; it's steady work all the time, and if a man is sick everything is let go until he is 

well, and then he begins paying like he did before without having to ........... make up the lost 

payments." 

HE PAYS ONLY $12 RENT. 

    I walked across to another corner where I met a man who had once worked in Pullman. 

    "I didn't live in the town, though," he told me promptly, "for times were good then, and even 

with that I could not have paid the big rents." 

    "How do you like Leclaire?" I asked.  He smiled contentedly. 

    "I've only been here three months'" he said promptly, "and I can't find anything to kick about." 

    Wasn't that delightful?  We are all so:  If we can find anything to kick about we always do so, 

but he hadn't been able in three months to find the slightest cause. 

    "Do you own your house?" I asked. 

    "Not yet, but I hope to do so." he replied.  "I have six big rooms and a bath, a lot 100x120 

where I can have my flowers and vegetables if I please, and for it I pay $12 a month rent.  That 

includes water and electric light. 

    "It's nice to have your own house and lot," he added.  "Think of the Pullman people without a 

bit of ground!  Next year I don't intend to have my lawn cut up in flower beds.  I like a few 

flowers, but I like the smooth green grass." 

    "Do you own any stock in the company?" I asked. 

    "Not yet; you see I wanted to know if I liked it first.  I expect to buy a share soon now." 

    This man gets $2.25 a day. 



    I could not help comparing his rent with rent in Pullman.  The nearest to it in price are the 

five-roomed "cottages" built in a row.  The five rooms could be placed inside of half of his six, 

so much smaller are they.  Their rent is $17 per month: his $12.  They have not a bit of lawn or 

any ground: he has a lot 100x120.  Theirs is in a row built with front and back doors, side by 

side: his is a house standing alone in a corner lot.  They pay Mr. Pullman 71 cents a month for 

running water in the kitchen: he has running water and a bath for nothing.  They pay $2.25 a 

thousand for Pullman gas: he has electric light for nothing. 

RENTS UNIFORMLY LOW. 

    This is the highest rent I found in Leclaire.  Another family I visited had a lovely large cottage, 

with five big rooms and a pretty veranda and a very large lot, for which they paid, including 

electric light, running water &...$10.50 a month. 

    "Rent is lower here than any place I ever lived and I've lived in Michigan and St. Louis before 

we came here." the wife said to me.  "I don't want to live any other place.  My husband has work 

steady here, and the pay is just as large." 

    "The smallest rent in Leclaire is for a three room cottage on a lot 100x170.  The three rooms 

are larger than Mr. Pullman's five-roomed cottages.  The rent, including electric light and 

running water, is $6 a month.  Mr. Pullman has three-roomed frame cottages.  They are known as 

the brick-yard houses.  The rooms are so small that they will scarcely hold a single bed, and the 

black, filthy ceilings are so low that I could touch them by merely raising my arm.  For these 

filthy holes, without water or light, with no ground and not a blade of grass within their limit and 

one public hydrant for forty-four houses, for these miserable pest-holes of three rooms each, Mr. 

Pullman charges $8 a month. 

    Think of it!  Compare it with Leclaire!  The more I think of it the more I wish I had been made 

one of the arbitrators.  I am sure the other two would not have missed anything in Pullman's 

"model" town. 

    One of the prettiest houses in Leclaire belongs to an Italian.  If he had remained here he would 

doubtless have had to huddle in the tenement room with several other families and he would 

have been called a "Dago" and his children would have played in the gutters in the daytime and 

slept on the roofs or fire escapes at night. 

    But he lives where profit-sharing and co-operation is the rule.  He is a fine cabinetmaker, and 

gets $2.50 every working day in the year.  He owns a share in the factory and one in the store.  

He has a corner lot 100 feet square and his five-roomed cottage is large, airy and pretty.  He is 

paying for it $18 a month.  The price of his house was $1,400.  His children are pretty, bright and 

clean.  They attend the kindergarten, and have great big beds of flowers.  You can't see the 

flowers in the picture, or the vines which run up on the porch, for the photograph was taken 

when the house was first built. 

PLANNED HIS OWN HOUSE. 

    Across the street from the Italian family live a bride and bridegroom.  He works in the factory 

and planned his own house.  It occupies a lot 100x130 feet.  The house cost $1,465 and was built 

under the direction of the young husband.  It is one of the prettiest houses in Leclaire and will be 

paid for just the same as rent.  After working hours the young husband decorates the interior of 

his home.  He has done all the inside painting, and will do the paper-hanging.  He and his bride 

are both musical, both good looking, and both as happy as the happiest. 

    To tell the happy story of one home in Leclaire is but to tell the story of them all, just as to lay 

bare the misery of one family in Pullman, is to tell the story of the entire town. 

THE CLUB-HOUSE AND BAND. 



    As the twilight lengthened into night the town was lighted instantaneously by electric light, 

and a loud burst of music was heard and women and children left their homes and strolled up 

towards the factories.  I naturally fell into line, which ended suddenly at the largest building in 

Leclaire.  The building is called the Club-House. 

    Upon the lawn near it was the band, composed of the young men in Leclaire.  They played 

very, very well, and their audience was very appreciative.  Women and girls in light summer 

dresses, and men, some without coats and hats, sat and stood around on the lawn listening until 

the Leclaire Band had exhausted itself.  The band was very amiable and repeated popular airs 

upon request. 

    "Can women go in to the club-house?  I am very anxious to see it." I remarked, and the man to 

whom I spoke laughed. 

    "It is free to everybody." he said, and presently I went in to see it. 

    It is a two-storied building with a veranda.  The first thing that greets one on entering is a wide 

and artistic fireplace, a handsome bronze bust on a pedestal,  a glass cabinet and a piano.  To the 

right are bookcases containing from five to six hundred books, and I might as well add that there 

is a list of three hundred books that will be bought within a month.  On the tables are periodicals, 

magazines and several daily newspapers. 

    This is the Leclaire library, and it is not only free to the people of Leclaire, but to the people in 

the nearby towns, or in the State for that matter.  The kindergarten is also held in the club-house, 

but a school-house is to be built this year.  Lectures and entertainments are held in the club-

house, and quite a number of prominent men have lectured there-the Rev. Edward Everett Hale 

being among the number. 

DANCING, BOWLING AND BILL-IARDS. 

    To the left of the entrance is a stairway leading to the floor above, where live, unmarried men 

and men whose homes are elsewhere.  These young men have a co-operative club; sharing 

expenses, and are extremely comfortable and happy. 

    One said to me: "I never knew what home was until I came to Leclaire." 

    When the band stopped playing everybody came into the club-house, and those who could 

dance, danced, and those who couldn't enjoy it just as much looking on.  There doesn't seem to 

be any jealousy in Leclaire, and young men as often danced with married women as with young 

girls, and husbands looked on and were well pleased. 

    Some men wore coats and some didn't, some women were "dressed up" and some were not, 

and the children were generally barefooted.  It was a very Democratic gathering and a very pretty 

one to look upon.  Everybody was as good as his neighbor, and everybody seemed good natured.  

I had almost a notion to say it was like one big family, but big families are not always amiable 

when together. 

    I went away and left the greater part of the village still dancing.  I went down to see the 

bowling alley, and the few young men who preferred bowling to dancing, likewise the billiard 

room and beneath it the co-operative store. 

    The bowling alley and billiard-room are as free to everybody in Leclaire as the swings and the 

see-saws near the club-house.  In fact, everything is free in Leclaire.  Workmen are free to work 

in the factories and live where they please.  A census is not taken of the village every six months, 

as is done in Pullman, to see if very workman lives or boards in the town. 

    If the men wish to live in Leclaire they can do so.  They can rent, buy or have built as suits 

their pleasure.  If they buy and afterwards wish to remove and go elsewhere they can keep their 



house or sell it.  If they wish to sell they receive just the same price they paid less what they 

would have paid per month for rent. 

    There is no charge for street lighting, street sprinkling or cleaning.  Water is free as is the 

library, kindergarten, billiard-room and bowling alley.  House-owners pay 25 cents a month per 

light for electric lights.  The highest pay is $3 per day.  The majority of workers get $2.50 and 

$2.25.  The lowest pay is for plain labor, $1.25. 

    The cost of living is very low in Leclaire.  Coal is only 70 cents a ton, or 5 cents a bushel.  The 

best beef and mutton are 10 cents a pound, for the best cuts, and lower prices accordingly.  Ham 

is 12 1/2 cents a pound, sugar 18 to 22 pounds for $1.  Coffee is 25 to 20 cents per pound and 

flour $3.10 a barrel or $1.60 for 100 pounds. 

    Now how do workmen get all this-low rent, big wages and steady work? 

    I will explain to you as clearly as I can. 

    There is a man back of it all, of course.  N. O. Nelson, a plain, unassuming man, about 5 feet 5 

inches tall and possibly weighing one hundred and forty pounds.  He is somewhere between forty 

and fifty years old and has bushy whiskers and a decided ........  

    His manner is as unassuming as his wearing apparel, and neither could be freer from pretense.  

There is something about this N. O. Nelson that prevents one knowing whether his eyes are dark 

or light.  It is by the greatest effort I recall his appearance, and yet I remember vividly every 

word he said to me, and I spent the good part of a day conversing with him.  There are men I 

have talked with whom I could afterwards describe to the very lines in the palms of their hands 

and still not be able to recall one word they said to me. 

    There is that difference in men, and my reader can solve it to suit his pleasure. 

    This N. O. Nelson is modesty itself.  He is constantly trying to do good for his fellow 

creatures, and he wants to live in obscurity and be forgotten. 

    He is the friend of Rev. Edward Everett Hale and "Looking Backward" Bellamy, and 

numerous other men who would like to turn this great big miserable world into a lovely garden 

where everybody would work just enough to give the blood a healthy circulation. 

    Mr. Nelson could have been a very rich man had done like Mr. Pullman.  But he didn't, 

although, like Pullman, he built a model town, and unlike Pullman, he did not name the town 

after himself, and unlike Pullman-but there.  Mr. Nelson is so totally unlike Pullman that I need 

not point out the difference.  Mr. Nelson was a farmer boy once, then he was a soldier and 

afterwards was engaged in various businesses.  For some years he was a working partner in a 

manufacturing house in St. Louis, and in 1877 he started, "with a pocketful of quarters," as he 

expressed it, the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company.  Mr. Nelson was always a great admirer 

of Leclaire. 

    Leclaire?  I did not not know who he was either, and you won't unless you have devoted some 

time to the study of profit sharing, so I'll tell you. 

    Leclaire was a plain, unassuming being, who was born in France in 1801 and died there in 

1872.  He was the founder of profit sharing in Paris some fifty years ago, and I believe a street in 

Paris has been named in his honor. 

    Edme Jean Leclaire's father was a shoemaker and the lad did not receive much of an 

education.  He became a house decorator and painter, and in 1828 began business on his own 

account.  In 1840 he announced to his forty-four best workmen that the profits of the year's 

business would be divided between them and himself.  The men considered the proposition a 

great joke until at the end of the year he gave $2,500, or an average of $55 each, to the men. 



    Some years later he incorporated the older employees into a relief society, which became the 

owner of one-half the capital of the house.  To this day there is admitted to this society 

employees who have been with the house a certain length of time and who can read and write.  

But all employees participate in the profits. 

    The house employs about 1000 men and is splendidly prosperous, although the founder has 

been dead twenty-two years. 

    So you understand why Mr. Nelson called his profit-sharing and co-operative town Leclaire.  

The fine bronze bust in the club-house is of Leclaire and was presented to Mr. Nelson's town by 

the house of Leclaire in Paris. 

LAYING OUT THE TOWN. 

    Four years ago Mr. Nelson selected the site which comprises 150 acres.  He had many things 

to consider, beauty of location, health, well water, nearness of coal and convenience to a city.  

All this he found and so Leclaire was started gradually for Mr. Nelson thinks nothing new can be 

accomplished by going into it wholesale, a few people must be brought together and allowed to 

assimilate. 

    Factories were erected, the club-house and a few dwellings, and then a few workmen were 

moved there.  Profit sharing was gradually revealed to the workmen.  It had to be done gradually,  

for workman have been wronged so  many countless years that they are mistrustful and can't 

believe any man is going to give them a penny over the lowest wages he can force them to 

accept. 

    In the factories at Leclaire the same wages are paid that would be got elsewhere.  In hiring a 

man profit sharing is never mentioned and the first motto of Leclaire is "Individual 

Independence."  Workmen can live where they please or how they please: they can buy stock or 

not; they can go away and come back, and share in the profits just the same. 

THE WAGES OF CAPITAL. 

    Every year, after wages and expenses are paid, capital is given a low commercial rate of 

interest, which as Mr. Nelson says, is capital's wages.  At Leclaire, capital's wages are only 6 per 

cent. which is considered very moderate.  Then, after this was done an equal dividend was made 

on wages and capital.  One hundred dollars of wages would receive the same dividend as $100 of 

capital.  That was as originally started.  Now 2 per cent. is allowed on wages to 1 per cent. on 

capital. 

    Originally men had to work for the company as much as six months before they shared in the 

dividends.  They were given an opportunity to invest in stock, and most of them have done so.  A 

share costs $100 and a man can buy as much or as little as he desires or even a fraction of a 

share.  As Mr. Nelson does not consider it wise to give something for nothing, and as he wished 

to make men assume a responsibility for inclusion profit sharing is now subject to a condition: 

men can only share in the profit if they lay up and invest in the business one-tenth of their pay.  It 

is a free option:  no one has to do it. 

    During this profit-sharing period, men have received altogether in dividends 54 per cent. on 

their wages, equal to 7 per cent. per annum.  The stock has made 13 1/2 per cent., i.e. in addition 

to wages derived from the profit sharing, dividends have averaged 7 per cent. on each year's 

wages, and those who invested their wages in stock have received in interest and dividend an 

average of about 13 per cent. on their investment.  Profit sharing is also in force in the office in 

St. Louis.  Three girls, stenographers, belong to the company.  One girl has $700 in stock.  

Nearly all the employees own stock in the company, although it is optional with them.  When an 



employee quits, if he wants to sell his stock the company buys it for just the same price that he 

paid. 

    Nine hours used to be the working day, but when times became so hard the men mutually 

agreed to work ten hours.  The pay was not reduced and not a day's work was lost.  One hundred 

and thirty people, adults and children, live in Leclaire in twenty-six houses.  One hundred and 

fifteen men work in the factories, and new factories are in course of erection, which will raise the 

force to 225.  Mr. Nelson has found it necessary to provide work for girls, so a factory is to be 

built for them. 

    Besides the business there is the co-operative store.  Any one who wishes can become a 

member and a stockholder by subscribing for one $50 share.  Under the co-operative law of 

Illinois one share is all one person may own.  Members can pay for their share as they wish, 50 

cents a week or the entire amount at once.  Every quarter stock is taken and net profits are 

returned to members in proportion to their purchases.  If they don't buy anything, they don't get 

anything but the 6 per cent. interest on their capital. 

    Every purchase is strictly cash.  This saves complications and trouble.  Even Mr. Nelson 

himself could not get a 5-cent cigar on trust.  The storekeeper is paid a salary of $41 a month.  

The co-operative store has been in operation two years, and the dividends returned on purchases 

have never been less than 10 per cent. and have been as high as 20.  One great thing about the 

co-operative store is that there is no incentive to cheat in weight, measure or quality. 

    Another beautiful thing in Leclaire is the Provident Fund.  Originally 5 per cent. of the profits 

were set aside to provide for the Provident, but now the committee, composed of five 

workingmen, draw what they need and the company charges it to expenses at the end of the year. 

    Mr. Nelson says that in having the committee composed of the employed they will not be 

unjust to one of their own fellow-workers and are less liable to be imposed upon.  An allowance 

is made in every case of sickness or death.  The general rule in sickness is to allow the man $3 a 

week for himself, $3 for his wife and $1 for each child.  If a man dies his funeral expenses are 

paid and the committee takes charge of the family to see that it is supported and the children 

educated. 

    If a man is paying for a house and falls sick all payments are declared off until he is well 

again, and meanwhile the Provident committee takes care of him.  Mr. Nelson says he sees no 

reason why the hale and hearty workmen of a hale and hearty institution shouldn't take care of 

it's sick. 

    There are no working unions in Leclaire, but the men in the city belong to unions and 

societies.  Mr. Nelson is very much in favor of unions. 

    "Association and organization are the first principles of society." says Mr. Nelson.  "Union is a 

protection for laborers who would singly be helpless in the face of combined capital." 

    Mr. Nelson also believes in encouraging marriage.  When any young man gets married his 

wages are increased. 

    The Leclaire School and Library associated is incorporated and endowed.  The plan for the 

education of the children is a magnificent one. 

    Every boy upon reaching the age of twelve is made to work one hour a day in the factory.  He 

works for pay just like a man and is paid according to his labor.  When the boy is thirteen, he 

works two hours a day and so on until he reaches the age of eighteen, when he will have 

completed his education, and have at the same time mastered a trade. 

    Mr. Nelson thinks many failures can be credited to boys being turned out at eighteen with a 

semi-college education, and having to compete in trade with a boy of twelve.  By Mr. Nelson's 



plan a boy graduates at school and at his work when he is eighteen.  He is then not only a full-

fledged man, but a full-fledged workman. 

    The same course is to be pursued with girls.  They are at twelve to be given an hour's work per 

day at productive sewing, and factories with work suitable for girls between twelve and eighteen 

are to be built.  This is to make girls self-supporting, so that if fathers or husbands die, if 

necessary, they can turn out in the world and be competent to earn their living by some trade.  

Special provisions will be made for boys and girls of unusual talents. 

A WORKINGMAN'S MEETING. 

    I am glad to be able to offer a picture of a meeting I surprised.  I had been walking around the 

village when I came upon Mr. Nelson, his manager and a group of workmen from the factories 

who had sat down in the shade near the club-house to discuss a new scheme for the betterment of 

the workmen in Leclaire. 

    Everybody can see from the picture what an amiable and democratic gathering it was.  The 

workmen were in their undershirts, just as they had been in the factories, and Mr. Nelson, who is 

the first one to the left, to better make himself one of them, pulled off his coat. 

    My hostess and myself stood off under the tree, hoping to attract the men's attention and 

thereby divert it from the photographer, who stood near the club-house, but someone saw him 

and raised the alarm just as he was ready to catch them, and only my excited protests compelled 

them to remain seated, but they looked conscious just the same. 

    It is joy to see Mr. Nelson among his men.  He is truly one of them.  Children cling around his 

knee and kiss him, and young men pat him on the shoulder with fond familiarity.  He is very 

fond of flowers.  He has a greenhouse on the farm, and every spring all the women in Leclaire 

are invited to come and take away all the flowers they want.  He believes it very beneficial to 

teach people to grow flowers and to care for them.  He has succeeded well.  Next to their 

children, the women's chief pride in Leclaire are their exquisite flower-beds. 

    I don't want to forget to add that the Leclaire Band wears a uniform, and one of it's members 

told me proudly that the handsome-uniforms were a present from Mr. Nelson.  How unlike Mr. 

Pullman, the philosopher at 6 per cent.!  When the Pullman Band applied to him for a small loan 

with which to buy uniforms he promptly asked them what security they could give, and even 

bound their wages over for the money he advanced them at 6 per cent. 

    Mr. Nelson doesn't eat meat.  He considers it brutal to put animals through all the torture they 

must endure to furnish man with flesh.  Sea food he excepts, for he considers the suffering of fish 

and oysters to be very small because of their little sensibility. 

    In conclusion, I wish to beg two men to visit Leclaire at an early date.  One will see what he 

might have done, the other will see the only way to benefit the world, and both may be benefited. 

    The first is Palace-Car Pullman, the philosopher at 6 per cent. 

    The second is Herr Most, the Anarchist of man-destroying beliefs. 

         NELLIE BLY.     

 

(Note:  The above article by Nellie Bly had a number of illustrations we are unable to reproduce 

here.) 



October 1, 1894 

Delphos Daily Herald,  Delphos, Ohio 

The Town of Leclaire 

 

    The town of LeClaire, an hour‘s ride from St. Louis, is organized on the co-operative, profit-

sharing ideas promulgated by the philanthropic Frenchman from whom the place is named.  

LeClaire taught his doctrines fifty years ago, but this town was founded four years since by Mr. 

N. O. Nelson.  The experiment is said to be so far a success in every way.      The profits of the 

labors of the whole community are divided to the earners, according to the value of the services 

and the needs of each, and the people are reported to be prosperous, contented and happy.  The 

founder of the place believes in matrimony, and whenever one of the members of the community 

gets married his share in the profits is increased. 

 

Note:  Leclaire was referenced in newspaper articles from cities all over the country.  Leclaire is 

mistakenly spelled with a capitol “C” in this article. 

________ 

 

 

 

December 9, 1894 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Hand worth $15,000 

 

Hand Worth $15,000 
________ 

 

EDWARDSVILLE,  Dec. 8. – A case is on trial in the Circuit Court in which the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Co. is sued for damages in the sum of $15,000 by Otto Stolzenberg, a former 

employe, for the loss of a hand.  The accident happened while plaintiff was engaged in one of the 

shops of defendant on March 1, last, at Leclaire.  Stoltzberg being expert in the handling of belts 

and pulleys was requested by the foreman to place a belt in a department in which he was not an 

employe.  Not being familiar with the machinery at that point he placed his left hand under the 

pulley and it came in contact with a set of small saws which severed the member at the wrist. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 28, 1894 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Christmas party in Leclaire 

 

Leclaire’s Christmas 
________ 

 

     The Leclaire kindergarten had its Christmas treat Monday morning.  After the regular 

exercises by the children the tree was brought in by George Roe, who acted in the capacity of 

Santa and distributed candies, nuts and oranges among the little ones, whose joy knew no 

bounds. 

     J. H. Neustadt, superintendent of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. plant was pleasantly remembered 

on Christmas Eve.  The employees at Leclaire presented him with a diamond pin and the 

Leclaire Co-operative Association with a gold headed cane.  J. R. Van Arsdale made the 

presentation.  Mr. Neustadt thanked the donors and invited them to his house where refreshments 

were served and an hour was spent in a very cheerful manner. 

     The Leclaire band to express their appreciation of W. B. Thomas, their leader, presented him 

with a handsome parlor lamp.  Harry Friday made the presentation, and the popular leader 

gracefully acknowledged the favor. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 28, 1894 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

J. H. Neustadt Will Visit Europe After He Retires 
 

J. H. NEUSTADT WILL VISIT EUROPE AFTER HE RETIRES 
________ 

What He Has to Say About Leclaire and Profit Sharing 

________ 
  

(From the St. Louis Republic) 

 J. H. Neustadt, superintendent of the works of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company 

at Edwardsville, has resigned and it is probable that within a year he will be at the helm of a 

manufacturing concern of his own, which will be operated on the co-operative plan. 

 ―I have resigned my position here,‖ said Mr. Neustadt yesterday, ―the resignation to take 

effect at the end of the year. In two weeks or more I intend to start on a lengthy tour in Europe, 

probably extending over a period of six months. I am a firm believer in the co-operative system 

as the only fair way of dealing with labor, and as the only equitable means of adjusting the labor 

question. While in Europe I intend visiting and making a thorough inspection of the co-operative 

community at Leclaire, France, and will also visit similar institutions elsewhere, besides visiting 

the large manufacturing cities in England and Germany. I have letters of introduction to a 

number of leading men in co-operative communities, and authorities on the labor question from 



various standpoints. I expect to study the subject thoroughly. I expect to make my future home in 

St. Louis, and when I return, it is possible that I may start a concern of my own on a co-operative 

line. I say that it is possible, because it may be that I will become imbued with the greed of 

capital and want to ―hog‖ everything in sight. The  ocean ozone may work that change in my 

present composition, but I hope it will not,‖ and Mr. Neustadt‘s laughing face was a guarantee of 

the zeal with which he espouses the share system, and belied the prediction that his philanthropic 

views were in much danger of being extinguished. 

* * * 

 The fact that Mr. Neustadt has tendered his resignation revived an old rumor to the effect 

that there were differences between himself and Mr. Nelson, and between the men and Mr. 

Nelson. On being asked about this Mr. Neustadt said: ―The men have nothing to be dissatisfied 

about. Why should they have? They are paid the full market price for their services. There are 

men getting $2.50 and $3 a day, and in addition they receive a dividend on the profits, provided 

profits are made. They have this advantage of labor elsewhere and have absolutely nothing to 

lose or risk. Those who desire may purchase stock in the concern and thus become capitalists 

themselves, getting interest on their stock, in addition to their dividends as employes. As for 

myself I am still superintendent of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company and honor would 

forbid me to air any grievance I might have until my term of service had expired. But, as a matter 

of fact, I have no grievance whatever. Mr. Nelson and I differ in opinion simply as to the best 

means of accomplishing a common end. That is all. I have been close to Mr. Nelson socially as 

well as in business maters. I will say to you candidly that I believe that he is honestly and 

conscientiously trying to put his views into practice. I differ with him as to the best methods, and 

that difference has led me to leave him to pursue the plans I have outlined. But those differences 

involve no criticism of his methods, and I want to assure you that they are accompanied by no 

bitterness, and I leave him with the best of feeling.‖ 

 When asked if there was any truth in the statement made several months ago to the effect 

that while men were entitled to a share of the profits after a year‘s service, that they were 

discharged before the expiration of that term, Mr. Neustadt emphatically denied it. ―It was 

merely a local calumny,‖ he said. ―As a matter of fact, we have men who have been with the 

concern ever since it started, four years ago,‖ and in this he was confirmed by Mr. Hendricks, 

foreman of the brass department. 

 When asked about the operations of the co-operative store, about which some 

Edwardsville merchants complained several months ago, making the charge that the employes 

were obliged to trade there and contending that instead of being a help to Edwardsville, it was 

becoming a rival in business. Mr. Neustadt said: ―The co-operative store is not owned by the 

Nelson Manufacturing Co., but is fostered by it. It belongs to the employes, and the profits from 

it are divided. But there is no compulsion about the men trading there. We try to keep the ugly 

word compulsion out of our dictionary. Not only is every man free to trade in Edwardsville, but 

many of them do it right along, and you can see Edwardsville merchants‘ wagons delivering 

groceries and dry goods right in the company‘s grounds a dozen times a day. The number of men 

employed vary from 175 to 200 and of these not more than 50 live on the company‘s grounds. 

The rest keep house or board in Edwardsville.‖ 
________ 
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Edwardsville Intelligencer, Special Edition 

LECLAIRE. 

 

LECLAIRE 
________ 

 

 Immediately on the south border of Edwardsville, just across the Clover Leaf and C.P. & 

St. L. railroads, are the works of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, whose headquarters 

are in St. Louis.  Adjacent to the works is the handsome suburban village of Leclaire. 

 The Nelson works consist of six brick and two frame buildings, varying in size from 50 

by 60 feet to 80 by 160.  They are strictly standard modern factories, electric lighted, steam 

heated, and roof ventilated.  They are equipped in every case with the machinery that will do the 

most and best work. 

 One factory makes brass work for plumbing houses and for steam work.  Moulding, 

finishing, polishing and plating is done and the work is shipped to New York, San Francisco and 

all intermediate cities. 

 The planning and cabinet mill turns out finished wood work for houses, mantels, bath 

room appliances, special doors, sash and frames, and fine cabinet pieces.  In this line the 

company employs not only mechanics, but artisans. 

 One department is employed in making marble plumbers‘ slabs, wainscoting, tiling and 

the like; another makes copper bath tubs and copper work.  There is an extensive iron works 

which manufactures special machines used by large factories.  These, as well as many other 

goods, produced in other departments, are shipped to every part of the United States, and 

occasionally abroad. 

 One side track delivers coal to the boiler house; another one the raw material to the 

various departments, and still another receives the finished goods directly from the factories 

without hauling. 

 During the panic and the two depressed years following, no department of the works was 

ever closed down, nor run short time, except three or four weeks in mid-winter; on the contrary, 

new factories have been erected, more than doubling the force employed before the panic. 

 About 200 yards from the works begin the residence portion of Leclaire.  The situation is 

a beautiful one, level but not flat; flanked on either side by heavy oak woods.  The village is laid 

out with winding streets which are paved with cinders, and have broad sidewalks and trees on 

either side.  The building sites are laid out in lots of about one-third of an acre in size.  On these 

the company builds houses for employees who wish to buy, and a few to rent.  The houses are all 

good cottage designs, not at all uniform, and are surrounded by yards set in grass, flowers and 

shrubbery.  Every house is supplied with water under pressure, and with electric light, and the 

streets are electric lighted.  The houses are sold on installment payments, averaging about $15 a 

month.  They are sold in fee simple, subject to no other restriction than a building line, and to be 

used for residence purposes.  There are in the village a kindergarten, a school, a library, a billiard 

room, and a bowling alley; all of which are free, not only to the residents of Leclaire, but to 

everyone.  A new school house and lecture hall has been erected the present year.  There is a 

cooperative store, which is owned and managed by its members, which are not confined to the 

residents of Leclaire, not to employees of the company. 



 The company has for ten years conducted its business on a profit sharing plan; during that 

time having distributed over $75,000 as dividends on men‘s wages.  A large portion of the 

employees are stockholders in the corporation.  Wages paid out during the present year to their 

workmen living in Edwardsville and Leclaire will amount to $100,000.  The investment of the 

company at this place in buildings improvements, machinery and material is about $300,000. 

 The company also owns works at Mound City and St. Louis and has its main office at the 

latter place.  The officers of the company are: N. O. Nelson, president; G. A. Wells, vice-

president; L. D. Lawnin, secretary.  The plant at Leclaire is managed by department 

superintendents, or foremen, each of whom has a specific duty to perform and is responsible for 

his department.  C.F. Wieland is superintendent, and William Shaw, foreman of the machinery 

department; Charles Harkins, superintendent of the brass shop; Fred Merkel, of copper shop; 

William Held, of marble shop; M.M. Flannigan, of cabinet shop and W. B. Thomas, of varnish 

room.  J. F. Stillwell has charge of the office. 

 The entertainment and social features of Leclaire are in the broadest sense educational, as 

well as recreative.  The school, or educational building, recently erected, is open to all residents 

of Leclaire and Edwardsville alike.  A manual training department and night school affords boys 

and young men who are employed during the day-time an opportunity to extend their knowledge.  

The lectures, concerts and entertainments are free.  Professors, preachers, lawyers, musicians and 

readers from Edwardsville, St. Louis, and as far off  as Boston, have given their time and talent, 

the list of contributors containing such names as Dr. Edward Everett Hale, Prof. John Fiske, Rev. 

D.P. Bliss, Rev. Frank Tyrell, Dr. John Snyder, Rabbi Sale and others. 

 The school is in charge of E. N. Plank, who is assisted by Miss Olive Thomas, in the 

intermediate and Miss Callie Coit, in the primary departments.  N. O. Nelson instructs a class in 

book keeping, and Geo. W. Wilder, one in mechanical drawing.  The school and library are 

under supervision of a board of directors, composed of W. B. Thomas, president; Chas. Wilson, 

secretary; Fred Merkel, treasurer; Chas. Vollintine and Joseph Rizzoli.   

 The Pastime Club looks after physical exercise recreation.  It has comfortable quarters, 

equipped with gymnastic appliances, and also provided with a bowling alley and billiard and 

pool tables.  Edward M. Hendricks is president and A. M. Latham, secretary. 

 The Leclaire Band has become a popular organization.  It was organized in January, 

1892, with six members, viz: W. B. Thomas, Edwards Weber, George Ryan, Fred Pfeiffer, 

Rolland Van Hyning and Wm. McNeilly, all employees of the company.  The membership has 

been increased, and at present is 23, and the officers are: W. B. Thomas, president and leader: 

Thos. Walton, vice president; Albert Mays, treasurer; Rolland Van Hyning, secretary.  The band 

has entered several contests, and during the past summer won prizes at Staunton and Marine. 

 The Co-operative Association which conducts a provision and meat market, on the co-

operative plan, is officered by W. B. Thomas, president; F. W. Casper, vice president; Ira Healy, 

secretary; Roy Denny, treasurer; and a board of trustees composed of Ross Roedecker, John Nix, 

R. E. Thomas, F. W. Casper, W. B. Thomas, G.W. Perry and Samuel Schneider.  Joseph H. 

Miller has charge of the business. 

 Two unions are maintained by the employees:  The International Woodworkers Union 

was organized April 17, 1895, with 30 charter members, and meets twice a month, on the first 

and third Wednesdays.  The officers are:  Joseph Stieren, president; Wm McNeilly, vice 

president; Julius Horstmann, recording secretary; Otto Langwisch, financial secretary, John 

Hess, treasurer; Edwin Suppiger, Thom. Foster, August Fromm, trustees. 



 Local No. 37, United Brotherhood of Brass and Composition Metal Workers, Polishers 

and Buffers, is a branch of the national union and was organized November 17, 1894, with 23 

charter members.  The present officers are:  Louis H. Seifert, president; Thos. R. Walton, 

recording secretary and statistician; Wm Peiper, financial secretary; Chas Ohms, treasurer; James 

O‘Conner, inside guard; Edward McLean, doorkeeper; Wm Steiner, Robt Haley and Edward M. 

Hendricks, trustees. 

 Mr. Nelson is a believer in cooperation of labor, and capital.  He is an ardent advocate of 

workmen‘s associations and of equitable association between labor and capital.  The enterprise is 

closely linked with the present marked prosperity of Edwardsville and its future. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

February 15, 1895, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Ciro Erspamer of Leclaire 

 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 

________ 
 

Ciro Erspamer, who has been working at Leclaire, will leave tomorrow evening to visit 

his aged mother at Bozn, Tyrol, Switzerland.  He bought his ticket from Joseph Hotz, agent of 

the North German Lloyd Steamship Co. 

 

The Brass Shops at Leclaire started up with a full force Wednesday morning, repairs to 

the engine having been completed earlier than was expected. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

April 2, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Profit Sharing at Leclaire 
 

PROFIT SHARING 
________ 
 

THE PLAN AS OPERATED AT LECLAIRE 
________ 
 

A Success as a Business Method and Employes Are Satisfied With It 
________ 
  



 The Forum for March discusses ―Two Examples of Successful Profit Sharing,‖ the article 

being from the pen of Prof. Frank W. Blackmar. The first example is of the plan of Proctor & 

Gamble, soap and candle makers, at Ivorydale, Ohio. The business was established in 1837 and 

changed to a stock company, with four million dollars capital. Profit-sharing was adopted in 

1887. The other is the business of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., manufacturers of 

plumbing and steam goods and machinery. The references concerning this firm are of interest for 

their general information. 

 The plan of profit-sharing, as adopted in 1886, sets aside one-tenth of the profits for a 

reserve fund, one-tenth for a provident fund, and one-twentieth for an educational fund, and the 

balance is divided equally between the employer and the employes. The reserve fund was created 

to meet the losses of bad years and to equalize dividends when profits were small. The provident 

fund was created to take care of the sick, the disabled and the families of deceased laborers. The 

management of the provident fund was placed in the hands of a committee of five of the 

employes, elected by the employes themselves. Every employe who has served the company for 

six months or more is entitled to the benefits of this fund, and medical assistance is provided by 

the committee. The allowance on account of disability is $5 a week for an adult, $3 for a minor, 

$2 for an employe‘s wife or dependent mother and $1 a week for each child. This is subject to 

change according to the judgment of the committee. The families and dependents of deceased 

employes are suitably provided for to keep them from want.  

 There are no conditions attached to employment and profit-sharing except a man‘s 

capacity for work, and there is no agreement respecting unions, the time of service or the manner 

of quitting. The manner of division was finally modified so as to yield 2 per cent, dividends on 

wages to every 1 per cent, on capital, and the early practice of setting aside 10 percent, as a 

provident fund and 5 per cent, as an educational fund was displaced by the practice of paying out 

whatever was necessary for these funds, charging the same against gross profits. The provident 

fund is managed entirely by a committee elected by the employes without any interference on the 

part of the corporation. 

 The whole aim of the company has been to make a simple plan, free from entanglements 

and intricate conditions. The result of the first year‘s business after profit sharing was adopted 

gave a dividend of 5 per cent, on wages, the second year 10 per cent., the third year the same, the 

fourth year 8 per cent, the fifth year 10 per cent, the sixth year 8 per cent, the seventh year 4 per 

cent and the 8th year, which was 1893, no dividend was declared. The total amount of dividends 

paid to wage earners as their share of divided profits is about $65,000 or an average of 9 per 

cent, on the wages paid. 

 In the beginning dividends were payable in cash or in stock of the company, at the option 

of the employe. Since about three-fourths of the dividends were invested in stock, the company 

in 1890, after having paid four cash dividends, changed the rule so as to make them all payable 

in stock of the company. This was done to enable the employe to save their dividends rather than 

to consume them. Whenever an employe, for any reason whatever, quits the service of the 

company, his stock is redeemed at par. A rule was adopted in 1894 that only those should share 

in the dividends who, working full time and getting full pay, saved 10 per cent of their wages and 

invested the savings in the stock of the company. This threw each individual upon his own 

responsibility to save and to support, by his own exertions, the system which gave him a return. 

 The village of Leclaire is not considered a model town, and has never been so designed 

by its promoters. There are no models for houses or people. It is intended that in every aspect life 

shall be as free from restraint as on a farm. It was built in 1890, upon a tract of 125 acres of 



gently rolling land. About one-half of the area has been laid out in winding streets. The dry roads 

are paved with cinders, which are sprinkled in dry weather. Plank sidewalks are laid as far as 

houses are built, and elms and maples have been planted on all the streets. Water and street lights 

are carried as far as the town is built. The company has made it possible for employes to own 

their own homes when they so desire. The price charged for land, including all improvements, is 

$2 per front foot for interior, and $2.50 per front foot for corner lots, and 6 per cent interest from 

1892.  

 The company will build houses on plans mutually agreed upon between them and the 

employes and sell them to the employes at a price fixed to cover the price of raw material and the 

labor, plus the average profit made by the manufacturing business. As the company has its own 

lumber yard, planing mills and wood-working force, the net cost of the houses is no more than 

the cost of labor and raw material under ordinary circumstances. The houses may be paid for by 

the month in payments of from $10 to $20. When a man desires to move or to dispose of his 

property, the company takes it back at the payment price, refunds the money paid on it and 

charges rent for the time occupied. 

 Since the employes of the company are entirely free to live where they desire, many of 

them are residents of the adjoining city of Edwardsville, where they own homes. Wherever 

freedom of choice is freely granted, a body of laborers will never settle in the same spot, if they 

can find change and diversity. 

 As to the result of the entire system, it is the opinion of the managers that waste of time 

and material has been greatly reduced and that there has been a better attention to business, 

although there are no statistics to show whether the saving amounts to more or less than the 

dividends declared. For four years the working time has been fixed at nine hours a day, during 

which time no change has been made in pay. The system underwent a severe test in 1893, when, 

owing to the general depression in trade, the management felt it necessary to retrench and 

proposed to pay only three-fourths of the usual rate of wages until times should be better, when 

the other fourth should be paid out of the excess of the interest on capital. The proposition was 

fully discussed in open meeting and assented to by all departments. At the end of three months 

full pay was resumed, and at the end of the year it was found that the earnings would pay the 

other one-fourth of wages, as well as the interest on capital. There was no trouble of any kind on 

account of the failure of the dividend in 1893--a proof of the solidarity and permanence of the 

system adopted. In 1894 it was mutually decided to run ten hours a day instead of nine, in order 

to make up for the low prices prevailing and to keep up with the brisk demand for goods. The 

company believes that the hourly return for nine hours a day is greater than the hourly return for 

ten, but in the aggregate more work will be done in ten hours than in nine. 

 Upon the whole the system, as established by the company, has proved eminently 

successful and is an excellent example of the success of profit sharing in uniting employer and 

employe on the basis of a common interest. It is put upon a business basis and not intended as a 

philanthropic movement. The laborers appear to be contented and show a marked disposition to 

remain permanently with the company. That the plan furnishes means for improvement and gives 

an inspiration for a more elevated life is shown by the improvement in the manner of living 

which, after all, is the true test of well-being.  
________ 

 

 

 

 



June 11, 1895   

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Over 300 St. Louisans Visit Leclaire 
 

CITY COUSINS CALL 
________ 
 

Visit Leclaire and Fill Their Lungs With Fresh Country Air 
________ 

 

 This city of beautiful shade trees and balmy breezes was sought by two parties of 

excursionists from St. Louis since Friday. Like others in large cities they had been cooped up and 

forced to endure the excessive heat, dirt and smoke, and a visit here presented a new phase in life 

that was fully appreciated and enthusiastically enjoyed. 

 A Clover Leaf special train of four coaches arrived Saturday afternoon at 3 o-clock, bring 

306 people, the number including employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., and a party 

of plumbers of St. Louis. They were met at the depot by the Leclaire band, and to the strains of 

popular airs, marched to the commons and took refuge under the shade trees surrounding the 

Club House. 

 A half hour later the works at Leclaire closed down and the employes, after going home 

and donning holiday clothes, returned with their wives and families, sweethearts and friends to 

join the visitors. The band rendered a program of selections, and all enjoyed themselves at will. 

 Later a big luncheon was spread on the lawn near the Club House. A number of the 

visitors took occasion to view the sights in the city. N. O. Nelson was a conspicuous figure in the 

party and seemed to amuse himself as much as anyone. The train left for St. Louis at eight 

o‘clock, and the visitors departed apparently having thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 

 The St. Louis Self Culture Club, to the number of 167 members, under guidance of Prof. 

E. N. Plank, came out Sunday morning at nine o‘clock on the Clover Leaf. They, too, were 

guests of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., at Leclaire. The day was spent in quiet, social manner, with 

no set program. The Leclaire band added to the entertainment of the party. The clubs are 

composed of young ladies and gentlemen of culture and refinement. They returned to St. Louis, 

leaving at five o‘clock. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

June 25, 1895, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Club House Moved 

Library Books Recalled 

 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 

________ 
 



The Club House at Leclaire will be moved south of the residence formerly occupied by J. 

H. Neustadt.  A building to be used as a school house will be erected on the site vacated. 

________ 

 
Members of the Leclaire Library having books out over the time allowed, will please 

return and oblige. 

        Board of Managers 

 

________ 
 

 

 

 

July 2, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Final Report of Nelson Land Trustees 
 

CLOSED THEIR CHARGE 
________ 
 

FINAL REPORT OF THE N. O. NELSON TRUSTEES 
________ 
 

Interest to be Distributed Pro Rata Among the Subscribers to the Fund 
________ 
  

 W.F.L. Hadley and E.B. Glass who were appointed trustees for the citizens in the 

proceeding with N. O. Nelson, have discharged the final duties devolving on them by 

transferring the remainder of the land held by them as such trustees, and the contract as far as 

Mr. Nelson and the committee are concerned may be considered closed. The trustees have made 

the following report: 

To the subscribers to the Nelson fund: 

 The undersigned, to whom the land purchased by your committee was conveyed, to be 

held until such time as N. O. Nelson should be entitled to the same, under the contract entered 

into between him and the committee, herewith present a statement showing their acts in the 

premises. 

 Under the provisions of said contract about 130 acres of land were conveyed to us as 

trustees. Mr. Nelson paid toward the purchase of this land the sum of $3,384.50, and by the terms 

of the contract we were to convey to him so much of said land as would, at the cost price, equal 

the above sum, and under this clause of the contract we conveyed to him about 27 acres on April 

29, 1890. 

 The remainder of the land conveyed to us was to be held until a conveyance thereof 

would be authorized under the following provision of said contract, viz: ―Whenever twenty-five 

persons have been regularly and continuously employed by the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., or its 

assigns, in its factories on said grounds, for a period of one month, the said trustees shall convey 

to N. O. Nelson twenty-five acres of said land to be selected by him, and for every five persons 



additional to the first twenty-five that are regularly and continuously employed in said 

manufactories for a period of four months, as aforesaid, the trustees shall convey to said N. O. 

Nelson five acres of said ground.‖ 

 Under the last mentioned provision we have made the following conveyances, to-wit: on 

August 14, 1890, we conveyed about twenty-five acres in consideration of twenty-five persons 

having been continuously employed by the company on said premises for more than a month 

prior therein. 

 On January 14, 1891, we made a further conveyance of about 53 acres, it then appearing 

that more than eighty persons had been employed continuously for more than four months prior 

thereto. 

 On June 21, 1895, we conveyed the remainder of the land held by us, as such trustees, 

being about 43 acres, having first ascertained that for more than four months prior to January 1, 

1895, upwards of 125 persons had been continuously employed by the company in its factories 

here. 

 We have ascertained that on June 1st, 1894 there were 124 employes on the pay rolls of 

the company at this place; that on January 1st, 1895 there were 140, and on June 1st, 1895 there 

were 192.  

 At the time of the delivery of the last mentioned conveyance to Mr. Nelson he paid to us 

the sum of $1,439.10 being the amount of interest due from him under said contract. The amount 

was ascertained by computing interest at six per cent per annum on the cost price of the land 

conveyed to us, from the time that Mr. Nelson was tendered possession of it to the time he was 

entitled to a deed for it under the terms of his contract with the committee. 

 The whole amount of the above interest we have paid to Mr. John A. Prickett, the 

treasurer of said fund, who now holds said amount subject to the order of those entitled to it, said 

sum being all the money received by us as such trustees. 

 All the land held by us, as trustees, has now been conveyed under the terms of the 

contract and the above sum of $1,439.10 is all the interest collectable under said contract. 

 For further details as to the terms of the contract made by the committee with Mr. Nelson 

we refer to the report of the committee dated April 9th, 1894, heretofore published. 

 W.F.L. HADLEY, 

 E.B. GLASS, 

  Trustees 

 Edwardsville, IL., July 2, 1895 

  

 Especial attention is directed to that part of the report wherein the trustees show that Mr. 

Nelson has paid interest amounting to $1,439.10 which sum has been paid to J. A. Prickett the 

treasurer. Subscribers may draw their pro rata share of this interest by calling at J. A. Prickett & 

Son‘s bank. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, July 9, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Fund Claimants 
 

LIBRARY LADIES. 
________ 

 

Reply to the Nelson Fund Claimants. 
________ 

 

Money Belongs to the Library, but Subscribers May Have It if They Insist. 
________ 

 

 As there appears to be some uncertainty as to the wording of the subscription list which 

the ladies of the Public Library circulated, it and the names appended thereto are published and 

read as follows: 

 Whereas, in the year 1890 subscriptions of moneys was had and paid towards purchase of 

real estate near Edwardsville as an inducement for the location of the manufacturing plant of the 

N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., at or near Edwardsville, which moneys were paid into the hands of John 

A. Prickett, as trustee, and 

 Whereas, also upon conveyance to said Nelson of 43 acres, more or less, still held by the 

trustees certain interest on moneys is by the contract between the said trustees and the said 

Nelson, to be paid by Nelson to the trustees for the use of said subscribers. 

 Now we, the undersigned subscribers to the said fund, who have paid our subscription, do 

hereby in consideration of the benefits accruing to us and the community in general, from the 

Edwardsville Public Library, and for other valuable consideration, do hereby give, grant and 

assign unto said Edwardsville Public Library all our claim and right as such subscribers in said 

balance so in hands of said treasurer, and in said interest on moneys paid or to be paid as 

aforesaid and all right or claim which we have, or can hereafter have or demand by reason of 

said subscription, to any money or profits arising or payable to us or any of us by virtue thereof. 

 And we hereby authorize the said John A. Prickett, treasurer, or other person who may 

hereafter act as treasurer to pay the same to the said Edwardsville Public Library, whose receipt 

shall be sufficient acquittance and discharge thereof.  We hereby assigning to said Library our 

entire interest respectively in said subscription. 



 

J. A. Prickett & Sons M. Desmond 

W. R. Prickett & Co. Springer & Tunnell 

W. F. L. Hadley  E. J. Jeffress 

B. R. Burroughs  Long & Flynn 

Dale & Bradshaw  J. T. Tartt 

Happy & Travous J. Whitbread 

F. W. Wolf,   Jos. Steis 

G. B. Crane  C. Boeschenstein 

W. E. Wheeler  S. S. McCorkle 

Tunnell Bros.  E. W. Fiegenbaum 

J. S. Trares  C. C. Corbett 

Anheuser-Busch  Jacob Hoehn 

H. Kirkpatrick  J. A. Yates 

Jos. Pogue  Stubbs Bros. 

A. Keller  Geo. J. Webb 

Anthony & Kuhn  Electric L & P Co. 

F. Begemann  C. E. Gillespie 

W. D. Harnist  T. C. Clark 

S. Kellermann  C. H. Bartels 

Wm Berry  Wm Holle 

J. T. Crocker  G. H. Mahler 

E. B. Glass  W. Steehlinger 

W. M. Warnock  F. G. Bernius 

B. H. Richards  A. L. Brown 

T. J. Newsham  Wm Bayer 

Roa & Dale  Wm Storig 

E. L. Schwarz  P. W. Parker 

Hack & Heisel  Mary Littleton 

Crossman Bros.  M. K. West 

E. C. & W. F. Springer L. C. Keown 

J. G. Irwin  F. M. Lane 

G. W. Meyer  C. W. Fangenroth 

C. H. Lynch  C. C. Buckley 

C. W. Terry  T. E. Gonterman 

E, D, Gillespie  A. Morefield 

E. P. Greenwood  Thos. O. Conner 

Uhl Bros.  W. J. Schwartz 

Kirkpatrick Bros.  O. G. Girnt 

Geo. Bernius  J. Dornacher 

J. Weber, Jr.  A. Klingel 

Frank Stillwell  F. C. Nowotne & Son 

Geo. F. Brendle  Jacob Uhl 

Geo. Soehlke  Tuxhorn Bros. 

B. H. Spilman  J. P. Rorig & Co. 

H. Berleman  E. F. Koch 

C. E. Tindall  Aug Herder 

O. L. Brown  P. Webster 

Chas. Brendle  Wm Emeshausen 

R. B. Evans  Chas. Schroeder 

Dippold & Dale  J. P. Sehnert 

G. H. Coventry  John Wentz 

E. A. Burke  O. D. Finch 

Geo. Kalbfleisch  G. E. Wendel 

S. O. Bonner  J. J. Mumme 

G. L. Hall  F. G. Mahler 

H. B. Little  H. O. Isensee 

J. B. Judd  Henry Vogel 

C. H. Crocker  F. Gusewelle 

T. J. Judy  J. F. Varnum 

Z. J. Montgomery C. F. Ballweg 

R. N. Montgomery T. H. Stokes 

A. H. Kienlen  F. Heisterbaum 

R. C. Wayne  F. Stenzel 

E. Ballweg  C. A. Bartlett 

S. T. Robinson  F. A. Wolf 

Wm Harles  Geo Leverett 

Harrison Barco  Lou Gusewelle 

H. C. Barnsback  M Scheiber 

Elizabeth Burgess A. Schlegel 

Louis Hartung  T. V. Whitesides 

John Brinkmann  Lizzie White 

C. A. R. Benedict E. Barnett 

J. G. Knebel  L. Eberhardt 

W. R. Brink  W. H. Cotter 

J. H. Glass  R. Friday 

C. F. Cook  W. C. Schwarz 

J. I. Lanterman  John Sanner 

Mrs. Morefield  C. H. Nash 

Terry & Cole  Geo. Kellermann 

Ed Naehr  F. Schultz 

Jos. Edmonds 

 

 

 

 



 

 After the report by W. F. L. Hadley and E. B. Glass, the trustees, the following 

notice was filed with John A. Prickett, the treasurer: 

July 6, 1895. 

Mr. John A. Prickett, Treasurer of the Nelson Fund. 

 

 We the ladies of the Edwardsville Public Library claim under agreement dated 

May 10, 1894, whereby the subscribers to said fund, donated to said Library the excess of 

such funds subscribed by them and not used. 

 They hereby give notice to you as custodian of such fund they have the legal and 

equitable right to such excess, and demand that you shall pay over to the said Library, all 

such moneys, and protest against any such fund being diverted to any other use. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

 The directors of the Library met yesterday and prepared and ask to have published 

the following: 

 The Board of Direction of the Edwardsville Public Library understand there is 

some dissatisfaction in regard to the interest that has just been paid in on the Nelson fund, 

which according to the foregoing agreement reverts to the library.  Those who wish to 

withdraw from the contract, are at liberty to claim their share by application at the bank, 

previous to the first of August.  All that remains after that date, the ladies will claim as 

belonging to the Library and will subsequently publish the names of those who abide by 

their agreement. 

 Mr. S. S. McCorkle is the only signer who reserved the right to claim his interest 

in any amount that might come after the per cent of the original sum. 

________ 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday, July 9, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Millwork Contract 
 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS. 

________ 

 

The Week’s Events of Interest Reflected. 
________ 

 

The N. O . Nelson Manufacturing Co. has been awarded the contract for the 

millwork for a new school building at Ava, Jackson county.  The conractor for the 

building is G. W. Fisher, of Pinckneyville. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



July 19, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Industrial School 

 

LECLAIRE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL 
________ 
 

The First Term Will Open in September 
________ 

  

 Early in September the Leclaire Industrial school will be opened for boys from 11 

to 15 years of age. In addition to the usual course of studies, one hour a day will be given 

to factory work with the purpose of imparting skilled manual aptness, industrious habits 

and a self supporting trade. Each succeeding year the working time will be increased, so 

that the pupil may graduate from school and work shop at the same time. A permanent 

situation in the works awaits him at graduation if he so desires. The work will be paid for 

at its net value after allowing for shop expenses incurred. 

 The schooling, including books, will be free without regard to place of residence, 

but the factory will be separately regarded as a business matter and pay need scarcely be 

expected for the first year or two. Consideration will be given as far as possible to the 

adaptation and choice of each boy. 

 The school will be in charge of E. N. Plank, formerly a teacher and for several 

years in charge of the Self Culture clubs in St. Louis. A suitable school house with four 

rooms is now being built and will be used also for library and lectures. The kindergarten 

will be continued as heretofore, and there will be an intermediate class from 9 to 11 

years. 

 Girls will be admitted to the industrial classes as soon as suitable work can be 

provided. 

 Applications for enrollment may be made by letter or in person to the directors of 

the Leclaire School Association. 

________ 

 

 

 
Tuesday, August 6, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Minor Mention in Leclaire 

________ 

 

--Contractor Ben H. Richards has erected a handsome brick chimney in the Club House 

at Leclaire. It is seven feet across the front, three feet deep and ten feet high, and built of 

buff stock brick. 

 

--M. Desmond‘s machine shop force is working on a trip hammer for the St. Louis 

Stamping Co. at Granite City. It is built after the one he erected in his shop for his one 



use. It is a powerful machine and easily does the work of four men. Mr. Desmond‘s shop 

turns out most any kind of a machine. 

________ 

 

 
Friday, August 9, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bicycles May be Manufactured at N.O. Nelson 

 

Bicycles may be manufactured at N.O. Nelson Mfg. Co. 
________ 

  

--The N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. will probably add bicycles to their articles of manufacture. 

The demand for wheels has been so great that manufacturers have been taxed to meet it 

and nearly every factory the produces a machine or any part of it has been running over 

time. Their popularity is still growing and the requirement next season it is predicted will 

be greater than ever. Mr. C. F. Wieland has been preparing the mechanical drawings and 

promises a wheel that will rank with the best. The department will employ and additional 

force of mechanics.  

________ 

 

 
Friday, August 9, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Teacher‘s Institute 

 

Teacher’s Institute 
________ 

 

COMPLIMENTING EDWARDSVILLE. 
 

 Through the kindness of Mr. H. C. Lanterman the institute instructors have been 

able during this institute week, to see much of the business, thrift and beauty of 

Edwardsville. It has not been in the range of our experience to see in a city of this size, or 

even much larger, such business houses as one finds here. The stores are of the very 

neatest, the stocks of goods are extensive and the managers and clerks invariably 

gentlemanly. 

 Wednesday evening we were invited to take a drive over the city and also 

Leclaire. We were shown through the factories by the courteous superintendent, M. M. 

Flannigan. The inspection of the work in the various buildings is a source of much 

information. To one who is studying the problems of sociology and economics, this entire 

prosperous and happy enterprise is a revelation. What better plan could be conceived for 

keeping a community of this kind moving along the true lines of development than is 

here used, that of educating the people. Not only is a provision made for educating the 

children by furnishing buildings and teachers, but proper reading matter is supplied to the 



older people. The dwellings are commodious and cheerful and the children are neat and 

refined in appearance. 

 THE INSTRUCTORS. 

________ 

 

 
August 30, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Fund Left to the Library 

 

Left to the Library 
________ 
 

Part of the last of the Nelson Fund 
________ 
 
Those Who Drew Their Share, and Those Who Did Not. 
________ 

  

 The following report of a committee at the Public Library, regarding the Nelson 

Fund, explains itself: 

To the President and Directors of the Edwardsville Public Library: 

 Your committee appointed for the purpose of obtaining legal advice and taking 

such steps as seemed proper and advisable in the ―Nelson Fund‖ matter, respectfully 

submit this report of their acts and doings: 

 We first advised with Mr. C. N. Travous whose opinion was that the rights of the 

Library to this money were superior to the rights of those who had assigned to the Library 

and were then repudiating their action: but in view of the fact that the Library had caused 

a statement to be published July 9th, 1895, giving all parties signing the papers 

transferring this fund to the Library, the privilege of applying to the custodian, Mr. J. A. 

Prickett, at any time before August 1st, instant, and receiving their share of said fund, 

without regard to their assignment, the same good faith and consistency which should 

have deterred them from repudiating a contract honestly and voluntarily entered into, 

would require the Library to abide by its published offer of July 9th, and it was 

accordingly determined to do this.  

 The following written statement was therefore given the custodian of said 

moneys: 

 

To J. A. Prickett, Esq., Custodian of the Nelson Fund: 

 In accordance with our proposition published in the Edwardsville INTELLIGENCER 

of July 9th, 1895, giving to those who transferred their interest in said moneys to the 

Edwardsville Public Library, the privilege of rescinding and drawing their shares upon 

application to you previous to August 1st, 189t, we do hereby authorize you to pay to 

each person who signed said transfer the share he would be entitled to if he had not 

signed the same, upon written demand being made therefore by said person previous to 



said August 1st. Provided, no person demanding his share shall be paid by you under his 

authority until after said August 1st. 

_______ 

 

 Your committee further reports that some 52 persons made written demand for 

their shares, namely: 

W. F. Holle, Tunnell Bros, 

Alonzo Keller, J T Crocker, 

E B. Glass, C. C. Corbett, 

G B Crane, Anheuser Busch, 

C B Bartels, W P Bradshaw, 

Stubbs Bros, J P Schnert, 

Chas Hack, F. C. Nowotne, 

G. H. Lynch, F G Berntus, 

F G Oberlin, J A Yates, 

G E Wendel, Wm Berry, 

Chas Brendle, Leonard Eberhardt, 

Jacob Weber, Jr, J W Terry, 

G M Cole, E L Schwarz, 

F C Nowotne & son, Michael Grainey, 

Alein Morefield, J H Glass, 

B H Richards, G W Mahler, 

Crossman Bros, Wm Bayer, 

Jacob Uht, W A. Harles, 

E F Koch, Ed Naeher, 

Ron & Dale, S Kellermann, 

Mrs H Kirkpatrick, C A Bartlett, 

M Desmond Henry Vogel, 

J P Rorig & Co, T C Clarke, 

W R Wheeler, H C Barnsback, 

Z J Montgomery, Jos Stets, 

Frank Gusewelle, Mrs Louise Gusewelle. 

  

 The amount of such shares aggregated $407.40 and made with the shares of those 

who did not assign to the Library the sum of $829.80, leaving to be paid over to the 

Library (less $2 paid accountant for preparing statement &c.) $607.30, the total found in 

the custodian‘s hands being $1,429.10. 

 Your committee respectfully asks that their acts in the premises be approved, and 

that the treasurer be directed to receive from the custodian said sum of $607.30 and 

receipt him in full. 

 August 3, 1895. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  ABBIE L. GREENWOOD, 

  CLARE P. JONES, 

  FANNY M. MUDGE. 

________ 



 

 The following is a list of those who adhered to their agreement, and whose 

portions in said fund have been accordingly turned over to the Library: 

 

J A Prickett & Son, W B Prickett & Co, 

WFL Hadley, B R Burroughs, 

M G Dale, Happy & Travous, 

F W Wolf, J S Trares, 

Jos Pogue, Anthony & Kuhn, 

F Begemann, W D Harnist, 

W M Warnock, T J Newsham, 

C W Terry, E C & W F Springer, 

J G Irwin, Uhl Bros, 

Springer & Tunnell, E J Jeffress, 

Long & Flynn, T T Tartt, 

J Whitbread, P Webster, 

C Boeschenstein, Geo Bernfus, 

E W Fiegenbaum, Jacob Hoehn, 

Geo J Webb, Mudge & Cook, 

C E Gillespie, Wm Stechlinger, 

A L Brown, Wm Storig, 

P W Parker, Mary Littleton, 

M E West L C Keown, 

F M Lane R C Wayne, 

E Ballweg, S T Robinson, 

Harrison Barco, Elizabeth Burgess, 

Louis Hartung, John Brinkmann, 

CAR Benedict, J G Knebel, 

C F Cook, J I. Lanterman, 

Mrs Morefield, Jos Edmonds, 

Frank Stenzel, F A Wolf, 

M Scheiber, A Schlegel, 

T V Whitesides, Lizzie White, 

W H Cotter, R Friday, 

W C Schwarz, John Sanner, 

C H Nash, Geo Kellermann, 

F A Schultze, G W Meyer, 

E D Gillespie, E P Greenwood, 

Kirkpatrick Bros, Frank Stillwell, 

Geo F. Brendle, GeoSoehlke, 

C H Spillman, Herman Berlemann, 

C E Tyndall, O L Brown, 

E B Evans, Diepold & Dale, 

G H Coventry, E A Burke, 

Geo Kalbhetsch, S O Bonner, 

G L Hall, H B Little, 



J B Judd, C H Crocker, 

T J Judy, R N Montgomery, 

A H Kienlen, C W Fangenroth, 

C C Buckley, T E Gonterman, 

Thos O‘Connor, W J Schwartz, 

O G Girnt, J Dornacher, 

A Klingel, Tuxhorn Bros, 

August Herder,  Wm Emerhausen, 

Chas Schroeer, John Wentz, 

O D Finch J J Mumme, 

F G Mahler, H O. Isensee, 

J F Varnum, C F Ballweg, 

T H Stokes, F Hetsterbaum, 

W R Brink, Geo Leverett, 

E. Barnett  

________ 

 

 To the subscribers who contributed their share in the Nelson Fund to the Public 

Library, we heartily extend our earnest thanks. 

  DIRECTORS OF THE LIBRARY 

________ 
 

 

 
September 10, 1895, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Accident at Leclaire 

 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 
________ 
 
THE WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 

________ 
 

    James Glass, a young man employed in the cabinet shops at Leclaire, met with an 

accident Saturday which resulted in the loss of the free use of his left hand.  He had a 

board he wanted planed and started it through a machine known as a joiner.  It passed 

through all right and he started it through again but from the opposite side.  The machine 

is operated only from one side and when the board struck the knives it was thrown some 

distance away.  The young man‘s left arm was caught by the swiftly revolving knives and 

in a moment three fingers and part of the thumb were cut off and the flesh of the palm of 

the hand removed.  His injuries were attended by Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum, who amputated 

the three fingers and dressed the thumb.  

 

 

________ 



 

    J. H. Neustadt has become associated with Mosler, Bahmann & Co., the large safe 

manufacturers of Cincinnati, and will have charge of the western branch at 311 Locust, 

St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 8, 1895, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fire at Leclaire 

 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 
________ 
 
THE WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 

________ 
 

    The first fire of consequence at Leclaire occurred Saturday morning.  At 5:30 o‘clock 

the pretty residence occupied by Fred Magoula, was discovered to be ablaze.  It is 

thought the fire had its origin from sparks falling on the roof.  Flames were seen issuing 

from there by neighbors, and soon after the alarm was sounded by the Madison Coal Co. 

and N. O. Nelson whistles.  The Leclaire hose reel was run out and coupling was made to 

a fire plug, but there was no force to the water and it was impossible to get a stream to the 

seat of the fire.  Most all the furniture on the first floor was saved, including a sideboard 

valued at $800, a piece made by Mr. Magoula to be exhibited at the World‘s Fair.  He 

had been offered $600 for it and carried $600 insurance on it.  Several other articles of 

furniture were also valuable.  The loss on the building is about $1,500, and the insurance 

is $1,000.  The personal property was insured and will be covered.  With any kind of fire 

apparatus almost the fire could have been put out. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 11, 1895, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire School Opens 

 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 
________ 
 
THE WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 

________ 
 



    The formal opening of the Leclaire school and library building will take place next 

Tuesday evening with a musical and literary entertainment. Among those who will take 

part are Miss Constance Lynn, of St. Louis, a popular reciter, and Mrs. C. F. Weiland and 

Miss Edith Metcalfe, of Edwardsville, vocalists.  The Leclaire Band will play.  Everyone 

is welcome to attend.  The Library is now open to the public.  Persons taking out books 

must not keep them longer than two weeks.  Books will be issued daily between the hours 

of 4 and 4:30 P.M., and on Monday, Tuesday and Friday evenings between the hours of 7 

and 7:30.  It will also be accessible before and after the lecture on Tuesday nights. 
________ 

 

 

 

October 18, 1895, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Educational Building Dedicated 

 

LECLAIRE  REJOICES 
_______ 
 
NEW EDUCATIONAL BUILDING FORMALLY DEDICATED 

_______ 
 

With Music, Recitations and Speeches and Par__y a Dance 
 

    The educational building at Leclaire was taxed far beyond its capacity at Tuesday 

night‘s concert.  The movable partitions were thrown back, the entire room 40 by 60 

filled with seats, standing room was all taken, the vestibule and portico jammed, and then 

some scores turned away, unable to get within hearing distance. Evidently by another 

year the Leclaire people will have to set their carpenters to work on an addition, or on 

another new building. 

    The concert was one of the regular winter series of lectures and entertainments. The 

band rendered several pieces, and did it well.  Solos were sung by Miss Edith Metcalfe 

and Mrs. C. F. Weiland.  Their excellent soprano voices brought out prolonged applause.  

These two ladies are not only excellent singers, but they possess that enviable kindness of 

disposition which makes them ready to volunteer their services wherever they can give 

pleasure to an audience. 

    It is a peculiarity of the Leclaire entertainments that the public is charged nothing for 

the lectures and concerts, and the managers have never been even asked by anyone to be 

paid for services.  Prof. Fiske, Dr. Edward Everett Hale, and Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, all of 

them famous as authors and lecturers, and each hailing all the way from Boston, have 

lectured at Leclaire without money and without price.  Professors, preachers and lawyers, 

musicians and readers, from Edwardsville, St. Louis, and elsewhere, have cheerfully 

contributed their time and talent for nothing.  The Edwardsville Mandolin band and also 

Guitar club, rendered some excellent pieces. Perhaps the most interesting feature of the 

evening was the reading of Miss Lynn, of St. Louis.  Her ―Woman‘s Rights‖ and ―The 

One-Legged Goods‖ were inimitable to substance as well as in delivery.  Her entirely 



quiet manner, perfectly modulated voice and easy presence added much to the merit of 

her pieces. 

    After the audience had been dismissed, many remained and danced for an hour or two.  

Mr. and Mrs. W. F. L. Hadley, Mr. N. O. Nelson and others not entirely young, joined in 

the opening quadrille.  At the opening Mr. Nelson explained that the building had been 

erected by the united work of all the employees.  It was out of their joint production that 

the means for erecting and maintaining the house and its educational features were 

defrayed.  All of its facilities were free to everybody, wherever they came from.  Lectures 

and entertainments would be given weekly and all were invited.  The library, industrial 

school, night school and kindergarten were also free to everyone.  The building would be 

dedicated to education, recreation and religion.  At any time, not previously engaged, it 

could be had for religious and social purposes within the broadest limits.  Education in 

the wide sense of developing every faculty that was desired in human life would be 

cultivated. At the bottom of it all there would be the universal principles of equality, and 

the brotherhood of man.  Rational recreation, he thought, was a part of religion, as well as 

of education. 

    E. N. Plank announced that the library would be open for the issue of books every 

afternoon from 4 to 5:30; Tuesday and Friday evenings 7 to 7:30, and Monday evenings 

before and after the lectures.  The reading room is open every evening and all day 

Sunday.  Hereafter the lectures and entertainments will be on Monday nights. 

    The school has already reached an enrollment of 68. 

________ 

 

October 25, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Locals 

 

Leclaire Locals. 
________ 

  

 The lecture and entertainment night at Leclaire has been changed to Monday, and 

there will be some program every week. Monday night E. N. Plank commenced a series 

of illustrated lectures, which will extend through several months. His next subject will be, 

―Yosemite Valley and the Big Tree Groves of California.‖ 

 The night school will hereafter meet on Tuesday and Friday evenings. Classes in 

book keeping and mechanical drawing will be organized Wednesday evening, October 

30th. 

________ 

 
 

 

November 15, 1895, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Lecture on Shakespearian England 



 

PARAGRAPHIC PICKUPS 
________ 

 
THE WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 

________ 
 

    The main halls of the Leclaire school building were filled to overflowing, Monday 

night, to hear N. O. Nelson in an illustrated lecture on the ―Shakespearean Region of 

England.‖  The views were well selected and they accurately and beautifully portrayed 

the English Midlands.  The places represented were Coventry, Stratford-on-Avon and 

Warwick and Kenilworth Castle. The portraits of several noted personages 

contemporaneous with Shakespeare were also shown.  Mr. Nelson explained each picture 

in a clear and concise manner which was both instructive and entertaining.  The audience 

listened attentively for an hour or more and at the close expressed their appreciation of 

the lecture by prolonged and enthusiastic applause.  Next Monday evening Mr. Plank will 

give an illustrated lecture on ―Nature‘s Wonderland; Yellow Stone Park.‖  A Shakespeare 

reading class will probably be organized next Wednesday evening.   

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2, 1895 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Strike Off at Leclaire 

 

STRIKE OFF AT LE CLAIRE 
________ 

N. O. Nelson’s Profit-Sharing Employes Forced Their Point 
________ 

REFUSED TO BUY A FACTORY 

________ 

 

The Men Grow Tired of Profit Sharing When There Are No Profits To Divide 
________ 

 President Nelson, of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, returned to his 

office at Ninth and St. Charles streets at 11 o‘clock Monday morning from a hurried trip 

to LeClaire, his profit-sharing town in Illinois. He went over there Sunday evening to 

settle a threatened strike among his employes, the cause of which he thus explains: 

 ―We offered to sell the cabinet plant to the men, payments to be made in 25 per cent 

of their weekly earnings, and all the accumulated profits of their labor. 



 ―We thought the plan was entirely agreeable to them and that it would take effect to-

day. Yesterday I learned that the men were dissatisfied. I went over last night to see them 

and cancelled the bargain by taking the plant back. 

 ―This settled the trouble and the men went to work this morning as usual. The plan 

was for them to run the cabinet plant on the co-operative plan. But since they don‘t want 

to undertake it they are at liberty to continue work as before, on the profit-sharing plan. 

That‘s all there is to it, and there is no sign of the failure of the profit-sharing scheme 

which our company has undertaken with marked success to date.‖ 

________ 

 The refusal of the men to accept Mr. Nelson‘s proposition is explained by W. L. 

Starbird, chief engineer of the plant, who states that he understands the situation to be 

about as follows: 

 ―Mr. Nelson came over on Wednesday evening and called a meeting of the men at 

work in the cabinet mill, varnish shop and engineering department. He announced that 

henceforth the men would leave with the company 25 per cent of their wages for 

purchase of stock. Also that it would be a year before they would get any dividend, 

probably not then. He stated that all those agreeing to the proposition were to report for 

work Monday morning. He added that there would be no ill-feeling against any who did 

not return to work. 

 One of the men asked whether, if he paid in $999 of the total $1,000 required, and 

was then discharged he would get anything out. Mr. Nelson replied, ―not a cent.‖ Another 

asked whether his son, who earns $3 a week, would be required to leave 75 cents a week. 

The answer was ―yes.‖ 

 ―When the town was built six years ago the men were required to leave 10 per cent 

of their wages for the purchase of stock. The first year a 10 per cent dividend was 

declared. This was retained by the company toward paying for the stock. The second year 

the dividend was 7 per cent, the third year 6 per cent, the fourth 4 per cent, and the last 

two years there has been no dividend. 

 ―Shortly after the incorporation a cooperative store was started. All the men took 

stock in amounts up to $200. They were not allowed credit, but the prices charged were 

reasonable and there was no extortion. But it was announced two months ago that the 

store was $1,700 in debt and the men refusing to pay in any more, it failed. They got 

nothing out of it. Mr. Nelson stated afterward that he had paid off the liabilities and he 

now owns the store. 

 ―Things have been running along this way until last Wednesday, when Mr. Nelson 

submitted his proposition. All the men except four in the cabinet shop rejected it then and 

there. They worked until Saturday night, but decided to keep away Monday if Mr. Nelson 

insisted on his proposition. 

 ―The average wages earned are $1.50 a day or $9 a week, and deducting 25 per cent 

leaves but $6.75 to live on.‖ 

  

________ 

 

 

 

 



December 3, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Declined the Offer 

Declined the Offer 
________ 

  

 Some of the workmen of the N. O. Nelson Mgf. Co. at Leclaire were on a strike 

Monday morning. Matters were adjusted early in the forenoon and all departments started 

up again this morning. Mr. Nelson some time ago made the employes of the cabinet, 

copper and finishing shops a proposition whereby the men in these departments were to 

allow 25 per cent of their wages to stand to their credit and as fast as the amount 

accumulated to receive it in stock of the company, his plan being to make the employes 

in course of some years the virtual owners of the plant. A meeting was held at the Club 

House Wednesday, at which Mr. Nelson explained the proposition, and stated that all 

men who showed up Monday, December 2nd, were to be considered as having agreed to 

the plan. The men met Sunday and decided to refuse the offer and agreed that none of the 

departments affected were to go to work Monday. When Mr. Nelson was informed of the 

action he came out and agreed not to insist on his proposition but let the men go back 

under the old system. This was satisfactory and work was resumed. 

________ 

 
 

 

December 6, 1895, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Entertainment 
 

Paragraphic Pickups 

______ 
 

 The entertainment at Leclaire next Monday night will take place rain or shine. 

Miss Viola Eliot Black, a graduate of Emerson school of oratory, in Boston, will be 

present and give several readings.  The lady is a popular recite and a first class 

elocutionist.  All interested are invited to attend. 

______ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 10, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Social and Personal 

 

Social and Personal 
________ 

ABOUT PEOPLE FROM HOME AND ABROAD 
________ 

Occurrences Duly Noted and Elaborated Visitors In and Out of Town 

________ 

 

 J. Fogarty, an employe of the Machine Shops at Leclaire, entertained a large number 

of friends last night at a dancing party given at the hall in the John Stolze block, on 

Vandalia street. Dancing was continued until long after midnight. 

 The monthly tea of the W. C. T. U. will be given in St. John‘s M.E. church Saturday 

commencing at 2:30. A cordial invitation is extended to all interested in the work. The 

committee in charge consists of Mesdames M. J. Springer, J. W. Terry, A. St. Clair, M. 

Bailey. 

 The Edwardsville Dramatic Club, comprising members of the Caroni class and 

others will present an opera, the last act of Il Trovatore and the second act of Martha, at 

Tuxhorn Opera House next Tuesday evening. They have been rehearsing for some time 

and the entertainment was postponed once. 

 A very enjoyable entertainment was given at Leclaire last evening, in the school 

building which was filled to its fullest capacity. Miss Viola Eliot Black, an elocutionist 

from St. Louis, and a graduate of the Emerson School of Oratory, in Boston, gave a 

recital. Her selections were well chosen, and she rendered the in a pleasing and effective 

manner. James Smith, a vocalist from St. Louis, who studied in New York and possesses 

a rich and thoroughly cultivated voice, sang several selections with great expression. The 

Leclaire Band and Edwardsville Guitar and Mandolin Club interspersed the recitals with 

excellent music. Instrumental duets were given by Meessrs. Dickinson and Wheeler, and 

Tunnell and Dickinson. The audience expressed their appreciation by frequent and 

enthusiastic applause. At the close E. N. Plank announced that the entertainments and 

lectures would be discontinued until after the holidays, but that the library would be open 

Saturday afternoons from 4 to 5 o‘clock. 

________ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



December 13, 1895 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Notes 

 

Leclaire Notes.  

________ 

  

 The Shakespearian reading club will commence reading the ―Comedy of Errors‖ 

Wednesday night. 

 After the holidays a debating society will be organized and have a meeting every 

other Monday evening. 

 The Leclaire school will be closed for a week during the holidays. The enrollment is 

now seventy-four. 

 The class in mechanical drawing now meets twice a week—Wednesday and Friday 

evenings. It is in charge of G. W. Wilder. 

 Miss Edith Choate has been appointed assistant librarian of the Leclaire Free Library 

and will open it every Saturday afternoon between the hours of 4 and 5. 

 Miss Viola Eliot Black, who recited at the entertainment in Leclaire Monday night, 

expects to organize a class in elocution, which will meet in the Leclaire school building 

on Saturday afternoons. 

 Miss Ollie Thomas, who teaches the intermediate grade in Leclaire school, has been 

ill several days, but she has again resumed her school work. During her illness Miss 

Minnie Schwarz taught. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 26, 1895 

The Massillon Independent, Massillon, Ohio 

Relations of Labor and Capital at Leclaire Village 

For Those Who Toil 
________ 

The Experiment of a Philanthropic Employer 

________ 

  

Relations of Labor and Capital at Leclaire Village--An Enterprise That is Being 

Closely Watched by Many Students of the Social Problem. 

 

(Special Correspondence.) 

 ST. LOUIS, DEC. 17. -- Eighteen miles from the city of St. Louis on the line of the 

Wabash and the ―Clover Leaf‖ railroads is the town of Edwardsville, the busy center of 

prosperous agricultural country. Just outside the town limits of Edwardsville in what is 

known as Leclaire village, an experiment is being tried--one of the many experiments 



continually being made with a view to improving the relations of the working-man. The 

experimenter at Leclaire is N. O. Nelson, a prosperous St. Louis manufacturer.  

 Mr. Nelson is an enthusiastic student of labor problems. Nine years ago he attempted 

to solve one of them by establishing a system of profit sharing in his factories. Most of 

the employees of the corporation of which Mr. Nelson is the moving spirit are 

shareholders, and they divide with their employer the profits of each year‘s work. Four 

years after the adopting of profit sharing in his establishment Mr. Nelson began the 

execution of this idea for the establishment of a community in which his employees could 

live more comfortably than in the crowded city, and in which they could be encouraged 

to become the owners of their homes. 

A Model Town. 
 Mr. Nelson‘s first step was to buy a farm of 125 acres. It was located just outside the 

town of Edwardsville, so there should be no compulsion about living there. The workmen 

in the shops may, and, in fact, most of them do, live in the town. It was located beside the 

railroad track for convenience in shipping goods. It was situated between groves of thick 

green woods, and two well filled ponds guarantee a supply of water for the boilers. On 

this tract of land Mr. Nelson began the erection of workshops, moving his business 

gradually from St. Louis to Leclaire. Almost one-half of his men are employed now at 

Leclaire. 

 The place is called Leclaire village, yet it has no government except the laws of 

Illinois. It has not been incorporated under any municipal scheme. There is no policeman 

to be found anywhere within its limits, and Mr. Nelson believes that neither police nor 

sheriff will ever be needed. It is, in fact, a community, but since it is styled a village, for 

the better understanding of those who hear it spoken of, a village I will call it in this brief 

description.  

 Between the shops and the community‘s tract of land is a high hedge fence which 

Mr. Nelson regards with peculiar fondness. It is the dividing line between authority and 

independence, for the authority of the shops does not exist in any form in the community, 

and the people of Leclaire, whether they own or rent their houses, are entirely free from 

restraint at the hands of the company.  

 Through a break in the hedge a cinder drive leads past the village store and the 

headquarters of the Pastime club to a public parking, which is decorated with well kept 

beds of flowering and foliage plants. At this parking the road divides. To the right it 

passes the new school house, a small building of the Grecian type, brilliant in its new coat 

of yellow paint. 

 To the left the road leads past the clubhouse, which once stood where the school now 

is, but which now turns its back to the school building. Opposite the clubhouse and 

beyond it are the dwellings of some of the people of Leclaire. There are others opposite 

and beyond the schoolhouse. On a crossroad which connects these parallel divisions at 

the main street are other dwellings. All are of a modest type, built of frame, two stories 

high, differing from one another in style of architecture. The lots on which the houses 

stand are all 100 feet by 120 to 180 feet deep. The price charged for this land is $2 per 

front foot for interior and $2.50 per front for corner lots, with interest at 6 per cent from 

1892.  

 The company, of which Mr. Nelson is the head, builds the houses after plans 

mutually agreed on and sells houses and lots to employees on monthly installments of 



$10 to $20 per month. The charge for the houses is the cost of raw material and labor plus 

the average profit made by the manufacturing business.  

Rules for Payment. 

 The rules as to payments for houses are not ironbound; nothing about Mr. Nelson‘s 

plans is. Mr. Nelson takes a personal interest in each case and adjust the conditions to suit 

it. For example, there is a neatly kept house in Leclaire occupied by a man who has been 

out of work for nearly a year. He was disabled shortly after he bought it. He has paid 

nothing on the house since he met with the accident, and the living expenses of himself 

and his family have been paid out of the provident fund of the company. 

 The provident fund and the educational fund are two features of Leclaire which are 

worth noticing. The provident fund is an indefinite sum, appropriated to relieve the 

necessities of those who are disabled while in the employ of the company or those 

dependent on them, and to provide for the widows and the orphans of those who die 

while in the company‘s employ. The allowance on account of disability is approximately 

$5 a week for a grown employee $3 for a minor, $2 for an employee‘s wife or dependent 

mother, and $1 for each child. The allowance to the families of deceased employees is $4 

to a widow, $2 to each child under 14, and $2 each to aged and disabled parents. In 

addition to this, medical attendance is provided in some cases and reasonable funeral 

expenses are paid. 

Educational Work. 

 The educational fund was also a fixed sum at one time, but now there is an 

endorsement of $10,000 of the stock of the company. This educational fund is even more 

liberally bestowed that the provident fund. To be a beneficiary under the provident fund a 

man must have been in the employ of the company for six months. To benefit through his 

children by the educational fund he need not have been in the employ of the company at 

all. 

Few Restrictions. 

 The streets of Leclaire have been laid out by the company, and not only the public 

but the private lawns are kept in flowers by the public gardener and supplied from the 

public greenhouse. Cinders cover the roads, and there are plank walks 4 feet wide as far 

as the houses extend. Water mains have been laid to all the houses, and running water, 

the distillation of the steam from the company‘s shops, is furnished free to all. Electric 

lights are in all the houses and the charge for them is 25 cents a month each. There are no 

sewers yet. 

The House Owners. 

 The company does rent houses temporarily, although it prefers in all cases to sell. In 

fact, if it was willing to rent all that were wanted, a great number of the workingmen 

would be living in Leclaire. But one of the chief objects of the town is the encouragement 

of thrift, and house renting is a luxury when house owning is possible--to the poor man at 

last. Rents in Leclaire range from $6 to $12 a month. 

 In spite of these inducements less than 15 men have bought homes in Leclaire, 

though there are 200 men now working in the shops of the village. A dozen men live at 

the clubhouse, not on the co-operative plan, but as patrons of a caterer. Mr. Nelson says 

that he is satisfied with what has been accomplished. He does not expect to make a 

revolution in one year or many. He believes that his scheme has made some men happier 

and more prosperous and that it will help others.  



 The success of his experiment is being watched by many who have made a study of 

social problems. Among these are Dr. E. E. Hale and Professor John Fiske, who have 

visited Leclaire and delivered lectures in the course which is held in the schoolhouse 

every winter. 

 GEORGE GRANTHAM BAIN  
 

________ 

 

 

 
January 7, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Cabinet Shops Make Bar Fixtures 

 

Cabinet Shop Makes Bar Fixtures 
________ 

 

The cabinet shops of Leclaire are turning out a set of elaborate bar fixtures for the new 

saloon of Louis May, to be opened next month, west of the court square.  The bar is to be 

16 feet long, of oak and mahogany, and is made from designs of M. M. Flannagan, 

superintendant of the shops. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

February 4, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Cabinet Shops to make Bank Counters 

 

Cabinet Shop to Make Bank Counters 
________ 

 

    The Bank of Edwardsville has let a contract to the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co. to 

furnish new counters and fixtures for the bank.  The new outfit will be of poplar, and of 

substantial and handsome design. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, May 5, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bicycles in Leclaire 

 

Paragraphic Pickups 

______ 
 
THIS WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 
______ 

 

A. W. Lawnin, superintendent of the bicycle department at Leclaire, royally 

entertained a party of young lady and gentlemen friends from St. Louis Saturday.  The 

guests, to the number of twenty-five, arrived at noon over the Wabash, and after dinner 

at the St. James visited Leclaire.  A tour of the shops and grounds was made and the 

afternoon concluded with a dance in the school building, music furnished by the Leclaire 

band.  Several artistic photographs of the visitors were taken.  They returned to St. Louis 

on the 4:50 Clover Leaf.  N. O. Nelson was a member of the party. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

May 15, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

World of Wheelmen 

 

WORLD OF WHEELMEN 
________ 

What is Doing Among Cyclers and in Cycling Circles 

________ 

 Caleb Bartlett has purchased a Moon wheel. 

 Arthur Rump and Frank Kinder were over from Troy on their bikes, Wednesday. 

 The Nelson Co. has entered a new field in their bicycle work, and are now renting 

out wheels from the works at Leclaire. 

 A new distance has been established between Alton and Bunker Hill. The members 

of the Alton  cycling club made the trip the other day and according to one of the riders it 

was 20 miles over and 47 miles back. 

 Chicago bicycle manufacturers are shipping so many wheels to the west that they 

have petitioned the railroads for lower freight rates. When the bicycle craze was a small 

child nearly all of the machines were sent by express, but the business has now got 

beyond baggage cars, and is filling freight trains. 



 The race between a sextet bicycle and the Empire State express is scheduled to take 

place near Albany, N.Y., today. A track six miles long has been prepared parallel to the 

New York Central‘s tracks. The wheel weighs 137 1/2 pounds, and is geared to 196 

inches. If the men to ride it can turn their pedals three times to a second, as is hoped, the 

train record of thirty-seven and one-fifth seconds for a mile will be beaten two and two-

fifths seconds. 

 Theater managers of large cities complain that the ―bike‖ has ruined their business. 

Since the pleasant weather set in none of the play houses is doing more than pay 

expenses. All plans for the summer season have been abandoned and engagements 

canceled. The proper thing nowadays is a short, early dinner in riding costume and a 

―push‖ as they call it, afterward. The streets are alive with groups of lights like glow-

worms floating swiftly over the smooth pavements. 

________ 

 
 

 

August 4, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bicycle Department Closes 

Paragraphic Pickups 

______ 
 

THIS WEEKôS EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 

______ 
 

The bicycle department at Leclaire shut down, Saturday. 

Justice John Hobson, Saturday, placed Edward Choate under $500 bond to keep 

the peace for six months, on the complaint made by E. N. Plank, who averred that Mr. 

Choate had threatened to do him bodily harm. 

________ 

 

 

 
September 18, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Social and Personal 

 

Social and Personal 
________ 

ABOUT PEOPLE FROM HOME AND ABROAD 
________ 



Occurrences Duly Noted and Elaborated Visitors In and Out of Town 

________ 

  

 At Leclaire Hall, tonight, Dr. Beber Robarts, of St. Louis, will give an exhibition of 

the X rays and lecture upon this mysterious form of energy. Admission is 25 cents. 

 The entertainment at Leclaire, Wednesday evening, by the Christian Endeavor 

Society of the Christian church, was attended by a fair sized crowd. Songs, readings and 

recitations, combined with stereopticon views, comprised the program. The Leclaire band 

assisted. 

 ________ 

 

 

 

December 11, 1896 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Religious Meetings at Leclaire School House 

 

  

Dr. J. W. Caldwell is making arrangements for Sunday afternoon religious meetings 

to be held in the Academy at Leclaire. The meetings will be non-sectarian and will be 

conducted by the different pastors of the city. 

________ 

 
 

 



1897 

Encyclopedia of Social Reform 

By William Dwight Porter Bliss 

Published by Funk and Wagnells 

Pages 808-809 

 

LECLAIRE, ILL., is the home of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.‘s works, 

where Mr. N. O. Nelson (the founder of the firm) is developing a cooperative 

manufactury and village.  The company, which is engaged in manufacturing plumbers‘ 

supplies, and has its office in St. Louis, Mo., commenced in 1886 a profit-sharing system, 

and still continues it. 

After paying the regular wages and 6 per cent interest on capital, it sets aside 10 

per cent of the profits for a reserve fund to meet losses, 5 per cent of the profits for a 

provident fund to care for the sick and the families of deceased employees, and then 

divides the remainder at the rate of 2 per cent on wages to 1 per cent on capital.  The 

dividends on wages have in seven years amounted to 54 per cent.  The provident fund is 

managed by a committee of employees elected by themselves.  The working day has been 

reduced to nine hours a day at regular 10 hours‘ pay, without any apparent diminution in 

product.   

Later, the company acquired its present tract of 125 acres of land 18 miles from 

St. Louis, with the purpose of erecting factories and building homes for its men.  The 

village was called Leclaire in honor of the founder of profit sharing.  It now contains a 

half dozen brick factory buildings, heated by steam and lighted by electricity, water-

works, a cooperative store owned and conducted by the men, a bowling-alley and 

billiard-room, a lecture hall and library. A kindergarten and school, a band, and a literary 

society have been organized.  The streets are not run at right angles, but, in the manner of 

park roads, are paved with cinders, and skirted by four-feet sidewalks and lines of trees.   

Cottages of good architectural design are built for employees on plans adopted by 

themselves, and are paid for in monthly installments slightly in excess of the city rents. 

These houses are built on lots of about one third of an acres, with a building-line of not 

less than 40 feet, are supplied with water and electric light, water being free and the lights 

25 cents a month.  The streets are sprinkled and lighted by electricity free of charge.  By 

common consent no vegetable gardens are made about the premises, the grounds being 

devoted to grass, shrubbery, fruit trees and small fruits.  A neighboring coal mine 

supplies coal slack for the factories at $1 a carload and lump coal at 70 cents a ton, which 

the cooperative store buys and retails to its members at the local retail rate.   

Once in two weeks a lecture is given by university professors from St. Louis, by 

professional men, and by other capable lecturers.  The lectures are always given to large 

and attentive audiences.  Every other week the literary society has an essay or a 

discussion, singing and reading.  The kindergarten has more than anything else enlisted 

the enthusiasm of the residents of Leclaire, and has drawn a number of children from the 

adjoining town of Edwardsville.  The educational plan contemplates successive steps 

through the kindergarten, manual training in connection with the shops for boys and 

domestic training for girls, so that at the age of 18 or 20 a good school education shall be 

accompanied by skill and experience in work, and with a regular occupation awaiting 



each graduate.  It is hoped to develop the cooperative features till the factory and the 

whole village can be made completely cooperative. 

 

Note:  Paragraphs, not present in the original article, were added for ease of reading. 

________ 

 

 

 

1897 

Kansas City Star 

excerpt from an interview with N. O. Nelson 

 

    ―Do you receive applications from people who wish to become citizens of Leclaire?‖ 

    ―Yes, we get a great number.  Any one is welcome, but of course only a certain 

number can be employed and preference is given to the people of St. Louis and 

Edwardsville.  When Nellie Bly‘s article about Leclaire was published we received over 

600 letters from persons who wished to join the community.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 6, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

FRESH AIR MISSION. 

 

FRESH AIR MISSION 
________ 

 

      Nineteen little girls in age from 9 to 13 arrived in Leclaire this morning, the first 

detachment of children who are to come here by aid of the Fresh Air Mission, for a 

country outing.  They are from the factory districts and were in charge of Mrs. S. E. 

Fifield, of the St. Louis Social Settlement.  The program of their daily life here is 

interesting.  After toilet and breakfast in the morning they assemble in the school room to 

listen to music and are afterward given a short lesson in some phase of practical science.  

They are then at liberty to divert themselves as they please the rest of the day, swinging, 

see-sawing, playing tennis, etc.  Every day each child writes a postal card to its parents 

informing them of its welfare.  The children dine in the club house, and the south room of 

the school building has been converted into a cool, airy dormitory, filled with cots, where 

in company with some grown person they sleep. 

     To keep up this work more funds are necessary than are at present at the disposal of 

the committee and it is earnestly requested that those of the public able to do so will 

contribute something to the work. 
________ 

 

 

 



July 6, 1897, Tuesday  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fourth of July Celebration at Leclaire 
 

Fourth at Leclaire 
________ 

 

 Edwardsville‘s pretty suburb, Leclaire, put on festive attire Saturday evening, in 

honor of her first celebration of Independence Day.  The residents turned out en masse 

for an evening of pleasure and they were joined by hundreds from this place.  The 

Academy campus, which was made the scene of the assemblage, was lighted with a 

multitude of Chinese lanterns and electric lights.  An elaborate pyrotechnic display on the 

ball field, concluding with the release of a large balloon, was among the entertainments 

provided.  Refreshments were dispensed and the proceeds, which amounted to about $40, 

will be devoted to the Fresh Air Missions.  The evening was enlivened by musical 

selections by the Leclaire band.  Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Nelson, of St. Louis, came out or the 

holiday.  Considered in detail, or as a whole, the evening was delightful to all. 
________ 

 

 

 

July 27, 1897, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

N. O. Nelson Home is Built 

 

Paragraphic Pickups 

______ 
 

 Work on the residence of N. O. Nelson and family at Leclaire will be commenced 

this week.  It will have eight rooms and be handsomely firnished.  Chas. D. Hill will 

superintend construction. 

______ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, August 27, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fire Near Leclaire Factories; Reuben Glass Suffers Accident 

 

Local Happenings 
________ 

 

The Week’s Events of Interest Reflected. 
________ 



 

 Fire was discovered on a vacant lot east of the paint shop at Leclaire, Tuesday 

afternoon at 3 o‘clock. The ground was covered in weeds and had been used as a 

dumping place for scraps, oily waste, etc. The flames threatened to communicate to some 

of the buildings and the fire apparatus was called out and promptly extinguished them.  

This latter action used up all the water in the tanks on the water tower, cutting short the 

boiler supply, and the works closed down for the rest of the day. 

________ 

 

 Reuben Glass, eldest son of Superintendent W. H. Glass, of Madison Mine No. 3, 

was the victim of an accident yesterday. He was hauling boxes of coal in the mine and on 

the last trip before dinner one of the cars jumped the track.  The lad was sitting on top of 

it with his hands on the corner. The car plunged against a post at the side of the track 

catching his right hand. The sharp corner cut off the third finger of his right hand and 

smashed the others badly. Dr. H. T. Wharff assisted by Dr. J. E. Bahrenburg, dressed his 

injury. Reuben has been unfortunate in the way of accidents; about half a year ago he 

nearly had a foot cut off by a chain at the mine. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 28, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Local Happenings - Elopement 

 

Local Happenings 
________ 

 
The Week’s Events of Interest Reflected 
________ 

 

 An elopement, with all the attributes which fact and fiction associate with these 

occurrences, took place yesterday.  The parties are Walter Morton, second son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Thos. Morton, and Miss Edith, daughter of E. C. Choate, of Leclaire.  The young 

man informed his parents the week before of their intentions, and wanted the girl to tell 

her family but she did not want to do so and her family were entirely ignorant of the 

affair.  She left the house yesterday morning, telling Mrs. Choate that she was going out 

to spend the day, joined Walter and they went to St. Louis to be married.  To-day‘s St. 

Louis Globe-Democrat contained this item from Clayton – ―Marriage License Clerk Peter 

Wetzel refused a license yesterday to Geo. W. Morton and Edith B. Choate, of 

Edwardsville.‖  It is said the lady is but 16 years old.  Romance is further given to the 

affair by the fact that the young couple had never kept company and the marriage was 

apparently arranged within two weeks.  They are expected home tonight. 

________ 

 



Friday, October 1, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Local Happenings 
 

Local Happenings 
________ 

 
The Week’s Events of Interest Reflected 
________ 

 

 M. M. Flannigan, who for nearly four years has been superintendant of the 

Cabinet Shop at Leclaire will leave the fore part of next week for St. Louis.  He will 

again take up the duties of the position he had before coming here, in the Crescent 

Planing Mills.  Mr. Flannigan has the friendship of all the men who worked under his 

supervision, and also of citizens generally. 

________ 

 

 The Leclaire Academy football team organized Wednesday night and will 

commence practice at once.  The players are:  Chas. Metcalfe, Ray Crossman, Ralph 

Metcalfe, F. Zimmerschied, Cyrus Geers, Phillip Leuckel, John Epping, Raymond 

Stubbs, Tom Crossman, Will Bayer and Lester Geers.  Will Eaton, who was a crack 

player on the McKendree college eleven, will coach the team, and Tom Crossman will be 

captain. 

________  

 

 

 

Friday, October 1, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Elopement 

 
STILL ELOPING. 
________ 

 Several chapters have been turned in the elopement case since the flight 

mentioned in Tuesday‘s issue and the plot of the narrative grows in interest.  As stated 

then the couple were refused a license in Clayton. They fared equally unsuccessful at St. 

Louis.  Still hoping they went to Belleville and for a third time experienced the marble 

heart.  They then returned to St. Louis.  In the meantime E. C. Choate, the father of the 

girl, started in pursuit.  He went to St. Louis and moved heaven and earth, that is, he 

enlisted the aid of the detective force and the police department in the search for the girl.  

Chief Desmond detailed Detectives Lally and Kelley, who located the runaway couple at 

the home of Officer Thompson, who lives at 3535 Grand Ave.  The lovers escaped the 

sleuths and left the city.  Last night Mr. Choate telephoned from here to the city marshal 

of Lebanon to arrest the pair.  They got into town last night, still unmarried.  The girl was 

a little afraid to go home and did not return to the house until this morning, just four days 

from her departure. 



 According to the pencil pushers of the city dailies Mr. Choate has strong 

intentions of sending the loving young man to the penitentiary for abduction if such a 

thing is possible, and then there is another side. T. W. Morton, the young man‘s father, is 

wroth over the statements quoted as Mr. Choate‘s and may contribute a few more pages 

to the tale.  The young couple‘s experience is certainly a lively one.  The case is 

somewhat of a dampner on the idea of romantic elopements if any such exist around here. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 26, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Academy News 
 

Leclaire Academy News 
________ 

 

 The Academy proper now has 25 students. 

 Dr. J. W. Caldwell will lecture at the Academy Friday afternoon at 2 o‘clock on 

the ―Beginnings of History.‖ 

 The shorthand class is progressing nicely.  It is expected that several 

stenographers will be turned out next spring. 

 The literary society elected the following officers, Friday: Miss Emma Durer, 

president; Miss Florence Hall, vice president; Miss Olive G. Thomas, secretary. 

 Dr. John Snyder, of the Church of the Messiah, St. Louis, will lecture at the 

Academy Thursday night on the ―Forgotten Patriot.‖ Music by the Leclaire orchestra. 

 The members of the football team thank Mr. N. O. Nelson for the assistance he 

rendered them.  They would like to hear from all teams in their class.  Address Albert 

Stolze, captain. 

 The Leclaire Tigers will play the McCray-Dewey eleven, Saturday afternoon on 

the Leclaire campus.  A good game is looked for, although the Troy team is much heavier 

than the Tigers.  The game will be called at 2:30. 
________ 

  

 

 

October 29, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Local Happenings 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

THE WEEK’S EVENTS OF INTEREST REFLECTED 
________ 

 

 Word has been received that there will be no football game at Leclaire tomorrow.  

Troy crawfished. 



________ 

 

 

Finally Married. 

The curtain dropped on the final act of the Morton-Choate elopement, Wednesday 

afternoon, when George W. Morton and Miss Edith B. Choate, were united in marriage 

by Magistrate George Barraclough.  A month ago, it will be remembered the couple 

eloped, and for several days were engaged in an endeavor to secure a marriage license at 

St. Louis, Clayton and Belleville, which was refused at each place on account of the age 

of the girl who is only 15 years old.  E. E. Choate, the girl‘s father was very much 

opposed to the match at that time and followed them and finally his efforts induced them 

to return home.  A month has passed, and the stern parent relented, and gave consent.  

The license was issued at four o‘clock Wednesday, and a few moments later the 

Magistrate in his most suave manner performed the ceremony.  

________ 

 

 

 
October 29, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Social & Personal 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
_______ 
 
ABOUT PEOPLE FROM HOME AND ABROAD. 
_______ 

 
 Tuesday evening, November 16, Rabbi Leon Harrison, of St. Louis, will lecture at 

Leclaire Academy on ―Man and His Mission.‖ 

 The University Club met Tuesday evening at the Leland.  It will be entertained at 

the Academy at Leclaire next Tuesday evening. 

 Mr. Frank Foster and Miss Alza Hempstead were married at half past six o‘clock 

last night at the Club house, Leclaire, by Dr. J. W. Caldwell.  The bride is a grand-

daughter of W. B. Johnson, with whom she has been making her home.  The groom is the 

young man who last week had a settlement with the Madison Coal Co., receiving $650 

for injuries sustained by a fall of coal. 

 Dr. John Snyder, of St. Louis, lectured to a fine audience in Leclaire Academy 

last night.  His theme was somewhat unusual, being an eloquent character study of 

Thomas Paine.  He showed that he had been universally misunderstood and that the great 

help he unselfishly gave to the cause of liberty, when it was young and struggling against 

immense odds, was in a great measure unappreciated.  For over an hour he held the 

closest attention of his audience, and all felt the truth of his reasoning in that we owe a 

debt of gratitude to this neglected patriot.  This was the first of a series of semi-monthly 

lectures and musicales that are to be given in the Academy during the winter. 

________ 



December 7, 1897, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Spelling Match; Orphans; Lecture  

 

SPELLING MATCH IN LECLAIRE 
________ 

 

    The spelling match last night in Leclaire was a most novel entertainment and afforded 

much enjoyment to the audience which packed the hall.  It was the old people against the 

young people and N. O. Nelson and Miss Olive Thomas chose the participants on the 

sides.  On the older people‘s side were noticed: N. O. Nelson, M. W. Clark, A. W. 

Metcalfe, Mrs. C. H. Burton, Mrs. M. W. Clark, Mrs. F. W. Wolf, Mrs. Wm. H. Hall, F. 

W. Wolf, Mrs. H. C. Barnsback and others, including in the rank the best spellers of the 

school room of days gone by.  The opposing side was entirely of young people, most of 

them students of the Academy.  M. D. Cox and Miss Edith Metcalfe alternated in giving 

out the words.  The first word missed was ―medley,‖ by Neil Schafer on the young 

people‘s side, and then F. W. Wolf, of the opponents, stumbled on ―summit.‖ The 

spelling was irresistibly funny and the ranks gradually thinned.  Mr. Nelson who started 

spelling with care and precision and looked to be a winner was caught in an unguarded 

moment by ―gayety,‖ but had the satisfaction of knowing that five others failed on the 

same word.  The spelling narrowed to two on the old people‘s side and two on the 

opposing side and the latter two went out in order, leaving the old people victors.  The 

victors on that side were J. Troutman, of the Racket Store, and Mrs. M. W. Clark, who 

contested for the prize.  Each spelled with care for several minutes all the hard words that 

were propounded and then Mr. Troutman missed the comparatively easy one, 

―miraculous,‖ leaving Mrs. Clark the winner.  A witty speech in presentation of the prize, 

a spelling book, by Dr. J. W. Caldwell closed the entertainment.  Another match is being 

arranged.  The judges were C. H. Burton, G. A. Lytle and T. M. Crossman. 

 
________ 

 

From SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 

 

    F. M. Crunden, librarian of the St. Louis Public Library will give a free lecture in 

Leclaire Academy, Friday evening Dec 17, at 8 o‘clock, on ―Benjamin Franklin.‖  Prof. 

Crunden is a fine lecturer and everyone should hear him. 

 
 ________ 

 

From LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

    The Leclaire Academy faculty have undertaken to secure good homes for 50 orphan 

children, aged from one month to 10 years.  All persons desiring children should call at or 

address Leclaire Academy. 

________ 



December 15, 1897 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Student Reading Contest 

 
 ________ 

 

From LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

    Leclaire Academy offers an honor diploma to the best student reader in Madison 

county. The applicants for admission to the contest must be between the years of 15 and 

20, a student in the public schools and must bring a recommendation for good reading 

from the teacher.  The time for reading will not exceed 8 minutes.  The contest is to take 

place at Leclaire Academy, Friday, January 28.  Applications should be made by January 

10, to Leclaire Academy. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 13, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Telephone system installed in Leclaire 

 
________ 

 

A telephone system is being put in at Leclaire this week, connecting all of the factories 

with the main office.  The advantage of the system is apparent as it allows the heads of 

departments quick and easy communication with the superintendent. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, September 16, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire worker Dies of Typhoid 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 Louis Luenstroth, a young man who has been for two years employed in the brass 

shop at Leclaire, died Monday at the home of his parents in St. Louis. The cause was 

typhoid fever. He became sick on Labor Day and his death followed a week later.  Louis 

was one of the best workmen in the factory and was highly thought of by his employers 

and associates as well.  The funeral occurred Wednesday afternoon.  The brass shop 

closed down and nearly all the employes went to St. Louis to attend the services.  They 

sent a beautiful floral offering and another was sent by Mr. Nelson. 
________ 



Tuesday, September 20, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Night School 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 The Leclaire night school will begin Monday, October 10, and the sessions are to 

enroll.  A desire to learn is the only qualification necessary. No charges of any kind will 

be made for tuition, books and other materials necessary for work are the only expense. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

October 18, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Mfg Participates in Street Fair (excerpt only) 

 

EDWARDSVILLE’S FREE STREET FAIR 
________ 
 
ITS FOUR DAYS’ TERM CLOSED SATURDAY NIGHT – GOO GOO PARADE 
A GREAT DRAWING CARD 
________ 

 

Edwardsville‘s first free street fair closed Saturday a wonderful term of four days.  ….. 

 Exhibits and displays of all kinds were infinite in number and extent.  The entries 

recorded in the secretary‘s books foot up a total which establishes a record for fairs in 

southern Illinois.  As the displays were so numerous only the most prominent can be 

accorded a more than passing notice. 

 The N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. took a half section to exhibit products of their plants 

at Leclaire and Moline.  Their display was made in departments.  The first, bath and toilet 

room fittings, shone with polished onyx, fine marble and nickel plate.  The second and 

third rooms contained six mantels, output of the cabinet mill at Leclaire. Each was set 

complete with fancy tiles and beveled mirrors.  Lastly came machinery, lathes, thread 

cutters, and the like.  A feature outside the booth was an 8-foot galvanized iron windmill 

on a tall steel tower. Much time and expense had been put upon the booth and it well 

deserved the premiums received. 

 

Note:  This is an excerpt from an article covering half of the front page of the newspaper. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, November 11, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Pomeroy to Lecture at Leclaire 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Eltweed Pomeroy, of New York, will lecture at Leclaire Hall next Monday 

evening at 8 o‘clock. As lecturer, author and poet Mr. Pomeroy is familiar to the people 

throughout the United States. On the present tour he has appeared in Toledo, Chicago, 

Milwaukee and other western cities. Admission free. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 18, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Lawnins Host Dancing Party 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lawnin and Miss Charlotte Nelson will give a dancing party 

at Leclaire hall tonight. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 18, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nunn Home on Furlough  

 

Home on Furlough 
________ 

 

 James Nunn, of this city, who enlisted in this country‘s cause at the 

commencement of the Cuban war, arrived Monday on a 20 days‘ furlough. It will be 

remembered that he was employed at Leclaire, and that when the thought of enlisting 

struck him, he did not even take time to draw his pay, but made straight for the enlistment 

office in St. Louis.  He passed the examination, and was assigned to the same company 



with Frank Childs and Charles Metcalfe, also of this city.  The former, he says, is the 

company‘s barber , while the latter has been assisting in drilling recruits.  His company is 

stationed at Ft. McPherson, near Atlanta, Ga. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 25, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fritchie Former Employee Visits 

Oberlin-Kenner Wedding 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Gus Fritchie, a former employe of the machine shop at Leclaire, was out from St. 

Louis Sunday to see his old friends. 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Martha J. Oberlin and Mr. Edward Kenner, both of Glen Carbon, were 

married in St. Louis Monday afternoon at 2 o‘clock by Justice Richard B. Haughton. 

They have decided to make their home in Edwardsville, having rented a house in 

Leclaire. Mr. Kenner is now employed at Madison Mine No. 3. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 29, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Snyder to Speak at Leclaire 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Rev. John Snyder will entertain an audience at Leclaire Hall tonight with selected 

readings. The hall should be crowded, as a rare treat is in store for all who attend. 
________ 

 

 

 

 



Friday, December 2, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Entertainment at Leclaire Hall 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 The date for the entertainment at Leclaire hall next week has been changed from 

Tuesday to Monday evening.  Dr. John Snyder, of St. Louis, will entertain the audience 

with select, humorous and dramatic readings. It will not be a dry lecture, such as many 

regard with horror, but will be an entertainment designed solely to amuse and interest the 

audience and no one can do so with more ease than Dr. Snyder.  Admission is free. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 13, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Residents Visit St. Louis 
 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. H. Kershaw, of Leclaire, went to St. Louis Saturday evening and 

were guests over Sunday of his parents. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

 Tuesday, December 20, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Langwisch Injured at Leclaire 

 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 Otto Langwisch, an employe of the cabinet shop at Leclaire, received a dislocated 

finger yesterday while at work, his first mishap in eight years spent in the cabinet mill. 
________ 

 



 

 

 

Friday, December 23, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Christmas Program Announced 
 

CHRISTMAS AT THE SCHOOLS 
________ 

 

 The scholars of the Leclaire school will have a Christmas tree and entertainment 

at the school building tonight. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 27, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reid Lost Finger in Accident 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 Wm. Reid, employed in the shops at Leclaire, lost the little finger of one hand in a 

machine Saturday. It was the last finger on that hand, the others having preceded it in the 

same manner last year. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 30, 1898 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Lorch Falls Through Ice 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 On a back fence on Second street a red sweater and a pair of trousers, both coated 

with ice, are hanging this afternoon.  Their owner and generally occupant is in bed; 

resolving not to skate any more this winter. Fred Lorch was down at Dunstedtler‘s pond 

this noon, showing some girls how to skate.  He went through in the middle and it took 

the electric light company employes, a ladder and rope and a good deal of trouble to get 

him back on shore. 

________ 

 

 

Friday, December 30, 1898 



Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Jane Addams to Visit Leclaire 
 

LECLAIRE NOTES. 
________ 

 

 It is expected that Miss Jane Adams, of Chicago, will speak in Leclaire hall soon.  

Miss Adams has gained national and international reputation as the head worker in Hull 

House Social Settlement, Chicago, and her coming should be an event. 

 Work in the night school has gone on quietly during the past two and a half 

months and with increasing interest in the bookkeeping classes.  Monday night, January 

9, the second term of the year will open.  New classes in bookkeeping, arithmetic, 

reading, writing, grammar and other branches will be organized.  It is to be hoped that not 

less interest will be taken in the bookkeeping but more in the other branches.  

Applications may be made at the school house on any regular session night, or at the 

factory office during the day. 

________ 

 

  

 

Tuesday, January 3, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Addams & Crunden Lectures in Leclaire  

 

Social & Personal 
________ 

 

 Miss Addams will speak next Saturday evening in the Methodist church and again 

Sunday afternoon in Leclaire Hall at 3:30 o‘clock.  Admission to each of these gatherings 

is free. 

 Prof. F. M. Crunden, of the St. Louis Public Library, who was to lecture at 

Leclaire Hall tonight telegraphs this afternoon that he ill not be able to fill his 

engagement on account of sickness. 

_______ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 3, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Jane Addams Coming to Edwardsville and Leclaire  

 

Two Noteworthy Lectures. 
________ 

 

 An event of unusual interest will be the coming to Edwardsville and Leclaire of 

Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, Chicago.  Miss Addams‘ name is known always in 



connection with the institution of which she is the life and inspiration.  Hull House Social 

Settlement stands in one of the poorest districts of Chicago, a quiet, yet effective protest 

against the unnatural separation of the rich and the poor, the cultured and the ignorant.  It 

is now over ten years old, but today as a social, religious and political force aiming for 

the good, Hull House is directly and strongly felt not only in the ward in which it is 

located, but throughout the great city of Chicago. 

 The beginnings of the settlement were unassuming.  Miss Addams and one or two 

friends rented rooms in the midst of the poverty of a crowded ward and began a quiet 

work of ministration.  Others became interested in what they were doing and gave moral 

and financial support.  A large house was secured rent free, and educational classes, 

kindergarten, lectures and social gatherings were started.  Soon Hull House became the 

center of numerous activities all with the aim of uplifting and purifying the life of the 

city‘s submerged poor.  Through all was felt the sweet and strong influence of Miss 

Addams, and Hull House may rightly be said to be the creation of her loving heart and 

genius for organization.  She is much in demand as a speaker and committees that secure 

her are peculiarly favored.  She always interests because she speaks from wide and deep 

experience. 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Addams Guest of Nelson 

 

Miss Jane Addams, of Chicago, arrived Saturday evening and was a guest during her stay 

in the city of N. O. Nelson and family.  Miss Addams spoke in public twice, each time to 

a large audience.  Saturday night at St. John‘s she delivered an address on the social 

settlement work in general and in particular that of Hull House, Chicago, of which she is 

the inspiration.  Sunday afternoon at the Leclaire school her theme was a discussion of 

the life, character and work of Count Tolstoi.  Both the talks, coming as they did from 

one of the brightest authorities on the subjects, were intensely interesting and will long be 

remembered by the many who heard them. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, January 13, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Charlotte Perkins Stetson (later (Gilman) to visit Leclaire 

 

 Mrs. Charlotte Stetson, poet, author and lecturer will spend Saturday, Sunday and 

Monday in Leclaire and will lecture at Leclaire Hall Sunday afternoon at three o‘clock.  

No woman in America wields quite so keen a pen as she, none holds a warmer place in 

the hearts of the two classes whose cause she defends, women and workingmen.  Mrs. 

Stetson is a grand niece of Henry Ward Beecher, a niece of Edward Everett Hale and 



lives by writing and lecturing.  Her collected poems entitled ―In this, our world,‖ contains 

many brilliant satires on conventional follies, and many beautiful sonnets on nature‘s 

wonders.  Her book ―Women and Economics‖ is a masterpiece of social analysis.  One 

able reviewer of this book says ―Mrs. Stetson is a power that must be reckoned with.‖  

The Tolstoi club will meet immediately after the lecture Sunday afternoon. 

________ 

 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Charlotte Perkins Stetson (later (Gilman) visits Leclaire 

 

 The Sunday afternoon lectures at Leclaire are becoming very popular in and out 

of society, for there are few who do not enjoy listening to talks from persons of national 

prominence.  Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Stetson was here Sunday, a guest of N. O. Nelson 

and family.  She spoke to a crowded house at Leclaire Academy in the afternoon.  Her 

topic, ―Heaven,‖ is said to be one of the best among several score of lectures which this 

versatile woman commands.  Mrs. Stetson went from here to St. Louis and will remain 

there two weeks, delivering lectures before the Pedagogical Society, the Wednesday Club 

and other organizations.  Mrs. Stetson was born in Hartford, Connecticut, and is a grand-

daughter of Lyman Beecher and a grand-niece of H. W. Beecher and H. Beecher Stowe.  

Besides her diversified literary activities and her public speaking, Mrs. Stetson has lived 

in social settlements in Chicago and has worked continuously in the interest of the 

women‘s clubs for years. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 24, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Addition to Machine Shop 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 An addition is being built on the west side of the machine shop at Leclaire.  It is 

twenty by forty feet and will be used as a packing department. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 24, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Mrs. Nelson Attends St. Louis Luncheon 
 



SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 
 
About People From Home and Abroad 
________ 

 

 Mrs. N. O. Nelson attended a luncheon Thursday afternoon in St. Louis, given by 

Mrs. Adam Boesch, of No. 3706 Delmar Avenue, in honor of Mrs. Charlotte Perkins 

Stetson, who lectured at Leclaire the Sunday before.  Mrs. Stetson made a talk at the 

luncheon on ―Women and Economics.‖ 

_______ 

 

 

Friday, February 10, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Social News and Fisk Lecture 

 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 

 

 Mrs. J. D. Lawnin came out from St. Louis yesterday noon, for a short visit with 

the family of her son, L. D. Lawnin, at Leclaire, and returned this morning. 

 

 Miss Jennie Pogue charmingly entertained the Young Folks‘ Whist Club last 

night.  Mrs. A. G. Tuxhorn and Miss Charlotte Nelson tied for the ladies first prize and 

the latter won.  There were three to contest a tie for second, Mrs. W. M. Warnock, Miss 

Minnie Jones and Miss Katherine Pogue, Miss Pogue being successful.  The gentlemen‘s 

prizes went to W. W. Warnock and E. I. Prickett.  The last meeting of the club will be 

with Mrs. L. D. Lawnin. 

 

 Dozens of people went out to Leclaire Tuesday evening and returned to their 

homes without having been in the Academy, much less heard the lecture.  Long before 

the hour for the lecture to begin the house was packed so completely that entrance to the 

building became absolutely impossible.  The lecture was splendid, according to the 

auditors, and the accompanying stereopticon pictures were good.  Dr. Fisk‘s subject was 

the ―Spanish-American War,‖ and his talk embraced every point of interest from the 

DeLome incident and the Maine explosion to the close of the struggle.  The doctor was 

entertained by Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Nelson. 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 14, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

William Reid Injured Again 

 



LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 William Reid, who is employed in the cabinet mill at Leclaire, is pursued by a 

vindictive hoodoo.  Last spring his hand was caught by a joiner and two fingers were cut 

off.  A few months ago the accident was repeated and he lost two more fingers.  Saturday 

morning at 9 o‘clock his hand was again caught by the machine and the stub of his last 

finger being torn off and his thumb severed, leaving only the palm of his hand on his 

right arm. 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Joseph Lawnin 

 

Joseph Lawnin. 
________ 

 

 Sorrow reigns in a home at Leclaire today.  Joseph, the two-year-old son of Mr. 

and Mrs. L. D. Lawnin, died this morning at 10 o‘clock. Some time ago he contracted the 

grip, which developed into lung fever.  On Saturday, during a violent spell of coughing, 

he ruptured one of his lungs, and gradually became worse until the end came this 

morning.  The child was a bright little fellow and the idol of his parents and grandparents 

and his death is a terrible blow to them.  The funeral will occur tomorrow at 2 o‘clock 

and the interment will be in Woodlawn. 

________ 

 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson asked about Plumbing Supply Trust 

 

Plumbing Supplies Trust. 
________ 

 

 The latest thing in the line of trusts is one to include all the leading plumbers 

supply concerns in the country.  New York, Chicago, Boston, Pittsburg, and St. Louis are 

said to be well represented in the combine.  It is given out that N. O. Nelson of this city is 

to be a high official in the trust, although he refuses to confirm the report.  Mr. Nelson 

said last night that the project was well under way, but made the distinction that it is to be 

a consolidation, not a combine.  The Nelson Company is one of the largest plumbing 

supply houses in the west and will cut considerable figure in the new organization. 

________ 

 



 

Tuesday, February 21, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire entertainment 

 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL. 
________ 

 

 The Leclaire entertainment will be varied by one made up entirely of home 

Leclaire Hall.  There will be a debate on some phase of the expansion question.  The 

debaters will be well known Edwardsville citizens. 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 14, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Plumber‘s Trust and Harkin to Move to Leclaire 

 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
________ 

 

 The proposed pooling of interests by plumbing goods manufacturers, of which 

there has been so much talk of late, is of more than passing interest to people of this 

palce.  According to press dispatches, N. O. Nelson of this city, is slated for one of the 

important places at the head of the mammoth combine. Mr. Nelson is president of the N. 

O. Nelson Mfg. Company, whose large plant at Leclaire would be a part of the new 

company, in case plans for the latter are realized.  A gentleman who is in a position to 

speak with certainty on the subject said yesterday that if the company was formed it 

would be a fine thing for Edwardsville.  The works at Leclaire would in all probability 

not only work full time, but perhaps be enlarged, and there would be employment for all 

who desired it.  If such a roseate dream should be realized business here would pick up 

amazingly and the town would enjoy a mild boom.  Indeed matters at Leclaire seem even 

now to have some anticipation of good things in store.  Mr. Nelson has given orders to 

fill the brass shop with men, which means an opening for much skilled labor.  The other 

departments as well have an advance rush of orders that presages much steady work for 

the employes. 

________ 

 

Will Come Here 
________ 

 

 J. H. Harkins, superintendent of the brass-woring department at Leclaire, is 

thinking of moving his family to Edwardsville to reside.  Up to a week ago they had a 

pretty home at Tuxedo Park near Webster, a suburb of St. Louis, but now all that is left of 

it is a heap of blackened brick and charred wood.  The fire, while unfortunate in some 



respects, was extremely fortunate in others.  It occurred about 5 o‘clock in the afternoon 

of the last day of the recent cold spell.  The floor at one side of the children‘s room was 

found to be on fire and scarcely had the discovery been made than the blaze shot up, 

enveloping the whole room, and in a quarter of an hour the house was in ashes.  The 

piano and some kitchen articles were all that was saved, everything else, even clothing of 

the family, was consumed.  They are making their home temporarily at the place of a 

neighbor nearby, but will be moved here as soon as Mr. Harkins can secure a suitable 

house. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 24, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Minor Mention and Lawsuit Against Nelson Mfg. 

 

MINOR MENTION 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson, of this city, delivered an address at the People‘s church, 816 N. 

Eleventh street, St. Louis, Tuesday evening.  He spoke at some length on ―The New 

Republic,‖ his line of argument being in favor of expansion. 

________ 

 

COURTHOUSE NOTES 
________ 

 

 A petition has been filed for the removal of the case of Wm Reid against the N. O. 

Nelson Mfg. Co. to the United States court in Springfield. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 31, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Lectures and Leclaire Spelling Bee 

 

Minor Mention. 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson is delivering a series of lectures in St. Louis.  The second one was 

Tuesday night at the North Broadway Social Settlement, under the auspices of the Central 

Bellamy Club, the subject being ―Public Ownership.‖ 

________ 



 

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 
________ 

 

 The spelling bee, postponed from last Tuesday, will take place at Leclaire hall 

next Tuesday evening.  On the following Tuesday, April 11, a piano recital by Miss 

Frances Wyman, of Burlington, will be given at Leclaire Hall. 

________ 

 

  

 

 

April 6, 1899 

St. Louis Post 

Bellamy Club 

 

Central Bellamy Club 
________ 
 
List of Lectures Arranged for the Ensuing Two Months 
________ 
 

 The Central Bellamy Club, a newly formed organization, meeting each Monday 

night at the North Broadway Social Settlement, 1223 and 1225 North Broadway, will be 

addressed next Monday by Mrs. F. H. Ingalls, who will have as her topic of discussion, 

―The Temperance Movement and its Relation to the Reform Movement.‖ 

 Monday, April 17, Rev. Dr. Boyd will speak on ―Bellamy and His Ideas.‖ At the 

ensuing meeting, April 24, Frederick N. Crunden will deliver an address on ―The Single 

Tax.‖  Monday, May 1, ―The Prevailing Industrial Conditions‖ will be the subject of Rev. 

Dr. Samuel Sale‘s lecture.   

 The object of the clu,b as set forth in its literature, is to inquire into the 

practicability of the plans advocated by Edward Bellamy in ―Looking Backward‖ and 

―Equality.‖ The club invites the membership of all interested in its aims. 

 

Note:  N. O. Nelson was an active participant in the Bellamy Clubs of St. Louis, 

sometimes lecturing and reading from his personal correspondence with Edward 

Bellamy. 

________ 

 

 

 



Tuesday, April 18, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

―Over the Garden Wall‖ at Leclaire 

 

“Over the Garden Wall” at Leclaire 
________ 

 

   Leclaire is to lose some of its park like appearance.  That is the edict and it is to be 

executed in the near future.  A couple car loads of posts arrived and have been unloaded 

and the fencing will come later.  One of the principle charms of this suburb has been the 

fact that it had no enclosures.  The eye could wander from one well kept yard to another 

throughout the place with never an unsightly paling to mar the view, while the firm hard 

cinder roads harmoniously completed the perspective.  The only drawback to this 

Elyseean state was that there were no gates for lovers to hang upon.  A few old hens were 

responsible for the change.  Some of the residents decided that they would raise chickens.  

Fences were put up and now it has been decided that all Leclaire shall be belted with wire 

netting.  Supt. Ohmart says the style is to be uniform.  All fences will be of wire netting, 

partition and rear fences of wire and lath.  As soon as some of the rush in the factory 

ceases somewhat some of the men will be put to work on the fence problem. 

________   

 

April 18, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

 

In Society’s Realm 
________ 

 Dr. J. W. Caldwell, for a long time a resident of this city and Leclaire, who is 

preaching now at Russellville, Ark., is planning a visit to friends here. 

 William H. Nix left this week for Vandegrift, Penn., where he has secured a 

position with the Carnegie steel works. 

 Col. John Sobieski, of Neosho, Mo., was entertained Sunday by Mr. and Mrs. N. 

O. Nelson.  The colonel will spend several days in Edwardsville, where he has many 

warm friends. 

________ 

 

 

Friday, April 18, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Factory Expansion 

 

Erection of Marble Factory Begun. 
________ 

 

 The N. O. Nelson Mfg. Company is enlarging its facilities at Leclaire by the 

erection of another factory building.  The foundation was laid out yesterday.  The new 

building will be 45x50 feet and on the orchard switch northwest of the bowling alley.  It 



will be largely of brick and will be devoted to the handling of marble, slate, and like 

materials.  At present these are purchased in slabs, but when the new mill is complete the 

rough material will be shipped in in blocks and sawed up to suit. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 21, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Jeffersonian Dinner and Minor Mention 

 

N. O. Nelson in New York 
________ 

 

 The much discussed $1 Jeffersonian dinner took place last night at the Grand 

Central Palace in New York.  William Jennings Bryan, Mayor S. M. Jones, of Toledo, 

Charlotte Perkins Stetson and other notables including N. O. Nelson, of this city, made 

speeches.  Mr. Nelson‘s address was upon ―Practical Adjustments of Labor Problems.‖ 

________ 

 

Minor Mention. 
________ 

 

 One of the two dynamos which supply light to Leclaire burned out the other night 

and will be replaced with a new one. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, April 28, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Social News 

 

In Society’s Realm 
________ 

 

 Manuel Ruis Laven will leave in a few days for his home in Mexico.  Manuel is in 

this country to acquire a trade and pick up Americanisms, and to accomplish the former 

purpose is working at Leclaire.  A few days ago he learned that his father had left for 

Spain, to be gone several months, so Manuel is going down to Mexico to look after his 

hacienda during his absence. 

 

 Mrs. J. D. Lawnin, of St. Louis, and Mrs. Hager, wife of a newspaperman, of St. 

Thomas, North Dakota, came out on the noon train yesterday and spent the afternoon as 

guests of Mrs. N. O. Nelson.  Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are expecting Mr. and Mrs. Eltweed 



Pomeroy for their guests on Sunday.  Mr. Pomeroy is president of the direct legislation 

league. 

 

 A bowling party took place last night in the bowling alley at Leclaire, the 

hostesses being Misses Sophie and Kate Schneider and Lena Eilers.  Refreshments were 

served and the evening was greatly enjoyed by the guests who numbered about twenty. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

May 5, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Beautifying Leclaire Shops 

 

Beautifying Leclaire Shops 
________ 

 

   It is the intention of N. O. Nelson that the factories at Leclaire shall present a more 

attractive appearance than is generally presented by a busy workshop.  Yesterday the 

Leclaire gardners planted English ivy at intervals of five feet around every one of the 

factory buildings, and it is thought in a year or two the bare walls will be covered with a 

clinging mass of beautiful green. 

________ 

 

 
 

May 23, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Clair Moorman Home from Service 

 

Military News. 
________ 

 Another Edwardsville boy has returned from the military service.  Clair Moorman 

arrived home Saturday from Cuba, where he was stationed during the war in that island, 

some interesting accounts of which, written by him, were published in the 

INTELLIGENCER. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 30, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Minor Mention – Sports 
 

Minor Mention – Sports 
________ 

 

The Big B‘s and the High School Nine played at Leclaire Sunday afternoon, the latter 

winning by a score of 20 to 12. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 9, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Sehnert Military Enlistment 

 

Sehnert Military Enlistment 
________ 

 

Fritz Sehnert enlisted in Co. E, 19 U.S. Infantry under the name of Frank Morman, and 

served throughout the Spanish War. 

________ 

 

 

June 20, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

An Unintentional Journey 

 

An Unintentional Journey 
________ 

 

The Children‘s Gardening Club, of Leclaire, to the number of thirty, picnicked at Forest 

Park, Saturday afternoon.  The club went to St. Louis on the 1 o‘clock train, where they 

were joined by Mr. Nelson, and all agree that the outing was a delightful one.  Besides 

the active members of the club there were present, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Raymond, Misses 

Charlotte Nelson, Olive Thomas and Winifred Hadley.  The return was on the 8:09 

Clover Leaf, and was attended by an incident which caused much worry to the good 

people of Leclaire.  One member of the club failed to show up at the depot here when the 

roll was called, and there was much excitement.  Peter Rotter, the 12-year-old son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Pius Rotter was the missing member.  Telegrams up and down the road elicited 

no information as to his whereabouts and it was concluded that he had fallen from the 

train.  L. D. Lawnin, W. R. Raymond, Jos. Rizzoli, C. Nugent and P. Rotter manned a 

hand car and went all the way to East St. Louis, scanning each side of the track for the 

body of the boy.  They found nothing and returned on the 3 o‘clock Wabash.  Mr. P. 



Rotter, Jr. alighted from the south-bound Clover Leaf train next morning in good shape 

and proceeded to tell his part of the story.  He went to sleep and was blissfully 

unconscious of the station stop in Edwardsville.  He awoke at New Douglas and alighted 

from the train to find himself in a strange place.  The agent here had already gone home, 

so the boy‘s folks could not be reached by wire.  Mr. and Mrs. David Leuscher, who also 

alighted from the train at New Douglas, took compassion on the lad and kept him in their 

home over night. 

________ 

 

 

 

June 27, 1899, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

In Society‘s Realm – Raymond Family 
 

In Society’s Realm 
________ 

 

Mrs. W. R. Raymond and children, of Leclaire, left Saturday for Burlington, 

Iowa, where they will spend the summer months with relatives. 

Mrs. Mary Koch and the young ladies of her sewing class were royally 

entertained at the country home of F. W. Spitze, Sunday. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

August 19, 1899 

Pratt City Herald 

Orders Doubled at Bessemer Plant 

Orders to Double Capacity 
________ 

 

 The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing company, which is preparing to erect large soil 

pipe works at Bessemer, has sent word for work to be rushed forward on the plant.  The 

company has determined to double the capacity of the works from its original size.  The 

plant will be in operation within the next three months. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 22, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Typhoid in Leclaire 

 

Health and the Weather. 
________ 

 

 Hot weather and rains, hot weather and rains, repeated in alternate layers like 

short cake, is causing considerable sickness.  The doctors report innumerable cases of 

malaria and some typhoid.  In the shops at Leclaire a number of men are sick.  The 

doctors say there are several cases of typhoid among them.  The employes of the brass 

shop, by the way, and for that matter, of the other departments as well, are very kind to 

those of their number who are afflicted by sickness.  There is a sort of good comradeship 

existing between them, so that when one is overtaken by disease a purse is made up and 

the best of medical attention and nursing secured for him. 

 Speaking of the advance of typhoid, there is one family which is suffering greatly 

from the disease, that of Mrs. E. M. Moorman.  A son, Frank Moorman, was the first 

taken, and is not yet recovered.  Last week the other two boys and Mrs. Moorman were 

taken sick and they have been cared for by the neighbors.  A fourth son is in Cuba with 

his father, in the military service, and he, too, is sick. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

August 29, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Lorch Enlistment 

 

Lorsch Enlistment 
________ 

 

Fred Lorch enlisted in the Navy Service in the Phillipines. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 5, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Labor Day Celebration (Leclaire excerpt) 

 

Great Day for Honest Labor 
________ 

 



Leclaire had a very pretty float in the procession, and one that was entirely 

appropriate, as it was in every sense typical of industry.  The float carried a miniature 

workshop, in which were a half a dozen of the young ladies of the core room of the brass 

shop.  They were seated at a work bench and engaged in their every day occupation of 

making cores for castings.  Along one side of the wagon was the sentence in gilt letters – 

―How would you like to be a core girl?‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

September 15, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Leclaire to Have City Water 

 

Leclaire to Have City Water 
________ 

 

The Edwardsville Water Company started yesterday on a piece of work which involves 

more interests than any that has so far been evolved.  The suburb, Leclaire, is to be 

connected with the water system of Edwardsville, and the change will be effected within 

a week.  Workmen have started at the corner of Fillmore and Wolf streets digging the 

ditch in which will be laid the six-inch connecting pipe.  Leclaire has at the present a 

system of waterworks supplied from a well and pond.  Each house has water from it and 

there are a goodly number of street hydrants. The factories draw their supply from the 

same source.  Pressure is maintained by several tanks elevated upon a tower.  The change 

will be easily made.  The system will be tapped by another supply pipe and pure filtered 

river water will flow through the pipes instead of pond water as heretofore.  The present 

water tower at Leclaire will be allowed to stand, as a reserve in case anything should 

happen to the other supply. 

 

________ 

 

 

 

October 6, 1899 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bert Moorman on Furlough 

 

Military News 
________ 

 

 Bert Moorman arrived last night on a 20 days‘ furlough, which he weill spend 

with the family of his mother, Mrs. E. W. Moorman.  Bert and Clair Moorman were in 

Cuba together during the war, and when they were mustered out Clair came home and 

Bert enlisted in the marines.  He was sent to Washington.  The members left of the 



Moorman family, every one of whom has been sick with typhoid since July, are now able 

to be about again. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 15, 1900 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

 

   Irving Bentley, a youth employed in the brass shop at Leclaire, had his right hand 

caught in some machinery he was operating Monday morning.  A portion of the thumb 

was cut off.  

   Raymond Stubbs was hurt at Leclaire yesterday afternoon, while working in the 

machine shop.  While grinding a tool on an emery wheel the steel slipped and Stubbs fell 

forward, the wheel taking most of the flesh off the back of his hand. 
________ 

 

 

 

March 7, 1901 Thursday 

Public Opinion  (Periodical) 

One Manufacturer‘s Experiment 
 

One Manufacturer’s Experiment 
________ 

 

 Mr. N. O. Nelson, a Norwegian, who has built up a large 

manufacturing business in St. Louis, contributes to the New York 

Independent, the following account of his social experiment, the factory 

community at Leclaire: 
________ 

  

 The motive for the creation of the village Leclaire was to get out of the city and yet 

carry into the country the desirable conveniences of a compact community. There were 

no elaborate plans. We were guided solely by the common sense of making work and 

homes and decent living under favorable conditions. We got 125 acres, moved our 

factories by degrees, and built homes as fast as they were wanted and the money could be 

spared to build them. The roads were laid out by the natural contours and our refuse 

cinders made them hard and dry. There is no material so good for moderately used streets 

as cinders, and they cost nothing. Our roads are the envy of all the towns and country; 

they are the equal of a New England road. 

 Believing that the world is a thing of beauty and joy, we helped nature along by 

planting elms and maples, making a baseball and football grounds, a club-house, a 

bowling alley and billiard room, and a year or two later a greenhouse and a public hall 

and kindergarten room. We meant it for a village of homes, and tenements are not homes. 



It may be very convenient to pull up once a year and move into another rented house, or 

to another city, but it doesn‘t make homes or home habits. Without a home of its own a 

family is a stranger in a strange land. Even when the single tax gets into vogue the 

permanent tenure will be not less but more secure. We built the houses to suit the taste 

and needs of the employees and sold them outright on such installment payments as about 

equaled city rents. In ten years we have had only two defaults, and neither of these got 

fairly started; a number of them are entirely paid for.  

 Between our abhorrence for sky scrapers and stairs and our love for the land itself, 

we have built our factories and most of our dwellings one story high. We like to have our 

feet on the ground, and it keeps us closer to our neighbors. Our particular pride is that 

third of an acre to each house, though we have some with only a sixth (50 x 150 feet). On 

a third of an acre with only a small house taken out, you can have a lawn, flowers, fruit 

and vegetable garden of important proportions, and you can have agreeable outdoors 

pastime for the whole family. Try it and you will thank me for the advice. The twentieth 

century renaissance is to be joy in work, and no kind of work offers health, wealth, and 

pleasure in so generous proportions as a suburban garden. John Burroughs and E. P. 

Powell are preaching the true gospel of partnership with nature. The solid city is a human 

hothouse, hospital, and graveyard, and the bonanza farm is a desert. 

 There are 175 workers in the Leclaire factories, there are 150 residents in Leclaire, 

the remainder living in Edwardsville, which for all social purposes is a part of us. We 

have no ―Keep off the grass‖ signs, no rules, no policemen, in fact don‘t feel the yoke of 

the law. Before we planted Leclaire in 1890 we had been working on the so-called profit-

sharing system for five years. Up to 1895 our dividends on wages had ranged from five to 

ten per cent; since that dates the profits have been used for extending Leclaire without, 

however, abandoning the plan. What is now being called social betterment is one form of 

sharing the profits, and is attracting the adherence of many employers. 

 To provide halls, special schools, dining facilities, rest rooms, lectures, beautiful 

grounds is quite as good a way of diverting a part of the profits as paying them in cash or 

in stock. Let any manufacturer or merchant who chances to become my reader undertake 

any or all of these neighborly offices, and he will find it a better investment than 

increasing his plant or his private living. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

August 27, 1901, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Tigers Football 
 

Minor Mention 
________ 

 

Sundry Happenings Given in Brief Paragraph Form 
________ 

  



The Leclaire Tigers will open the football season by practicing on the Leclaire 

gridiron Sunday afternoon at 3 o‘clock.  Games have been arranged with all the 

neighboring towns, among them Jerseyville, Alton, Glen Carbon, Collinsville, Troy, East 

St. Louis and Lebanon, and it is proposed to form a football association and arrange a 

schedule.  All old members of the Tigers and any new man who may be in town are 

earnestly requested to be on hand to try for the team. 
________ 

 

 

 

 

August 27, 1901, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Electric Street Car Line Coming 

 

Electric Line About Complete 
________ 

 

 The track of the Mississippi Valley Electric Railway from Edwardsville to 

Collinsville is complete.  The first car was run from Collinsville to Maryville yesterday, 

and the first trip from Collinsville to Edwardsville will probably be either on Thursday or 

Friday 
________ 

 

 

 

 

August 27, 1901, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Worker Injured 
 

Mishap 
_________ 

  

George J. Dippold, an employee of the N. O. Nelson Company at Leclaire, had 

his hand torn while operating a machine in the machine shop Friday afternoon. 
________ 

 

 

  

August 27, 1901, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Runaway Horse in Leclaire 

 

Exciting Runaway 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Wm Simon of Leclaire and her little daughter figured in an exciting runaway 

Sunday evening which might have resulted in the serious injury or death of either.  Mrs. 



Simon had just taken her sister, Miss Genevieve Brinkman, home, and was returning to 

Leclaire.  The horse she drove was a young one of good blood.  Near the city park a boy 

came along on a pony and both horses instinctively began to race.  The upshot was that 

the one attached to the runabout ran away.  It dashed out Fillmore street at a fast gait, the 

lady trying to control its actions and hold the baby in at the same time.  In the sharp turn 

at the corner of Wolf Street the two outer wheels crumbled under the strain and the rig 

went down, whirling over and over its occupants, who were entangled in the heap of 

leather and splintered wood which constituted the wreckage.  A dozen men were sitting 

about the corner but seemed paralyzed at the incident and gazed at the wreck in 

stupefaction.  Jake Heinrich and Henry Ruffian, driver for the Leland, who were on the 

Clover Leaf platform, ran over and assisted Mrs. Simon from the remains of the rig.  

Both she and the child miraculously escaped almost unscratched, and it was remembered 

afterward that after the exciting plunge and roll across the ground, the baby sat gravely 

upon the cinders and neither cried nor uttered a word, taking the matter with the utmost 

sangfroid. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

August 30, 1901, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Dancing Party at Leclaire Assembly Hall 
 

Dancing Party at Leclaire Assembly Hall 
________ 

 

 Pleasure reigned supreme at Leclaire hall Wednesday evening at the dancing party. It 

is doubtful if the assembly hall and its surroundings ever appeared to better advantage. 

The interior was decorated in green and pink, not only the lights, but the wainscoting was 

draped in those hues, forming a striking effect. 

 On the outside the well kept grounds, flower beds and shrubbery under the light of 

the full moon completed an exquisite picture. The party was given by Miss Irma Springer 

and Miss Rebecca Springer. About a hundred young folks were present and enjoyed the 

dancing. Elegant refreshments were served at 11.  

 A feature of the party was the music. This was provided by a colored musician from 

Alton, Miss Cordelia Jones. Miss Jones‘ specialty is piano playing for dancing parties, 

and she is an expert at it. Her time-marking is unexcelled and she is all the rage at the 

fashionable hops in Alton. 

 Among guests at the function from out of town were: Miss Maude Kraft and 

Attorney William G. Burroughs of Collinsville, Miss Maude White of St. Louis, Miss 

Helen Burton of Salt Lake, Miss Romans of Charleston, Miss Nellie Lane of Alton and 

Miss Dell Poindexter of Greenville. 

________ 

 

 



 

 

August 30, 1901 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Electric Cars 

 

Cars will soon run 
________ 

  

 Electric cars will be running to Edwardsville tomorrow according to one of the 

contractors who has been engaged on the line. The track work is complete, as was 

announced in Tuesday‘s paper, and the contractor said last night that the power cable had 

advanced within two and one-half miles of this city, and if all went well he would reach 

town with it tonight. Trial trips have been made over the road as far as it is completed and 

it is in fair working shape 
________ 

 

 
September 3, 1901 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Society Notes 
 

In Society’s Realm. 
________ 

News About People from Home and Abroad 
________ 

Social Doings Noted and Elaborated – Visitors In and Out of 
Town 
________ 

  

One hundred and thirty employees of the Schwab Clothing Company of St. Louis 

picnicked at Leclaire Sunday, coming out from the city in a special attached to the 

morning train on the Clover Leaf. 

 The Misses Pogue will give a dancing party at Leclaire assembly hall Friday 

night. 

 Mrs. N. O. Nelson and Miss Charlotte Nelson arrived home Sunday afternoon 

from their summering in the Adirondacks. 

 When the electric car made its last trial trip from Edwardsville Sunday night a 

number of small boys boarded it and rode in great glee to Collinsville.  There the train 

turned in and the juveniles found themselves twelve miles from home without any way of 

getting back.  They returned home by various ways, some being compelled to raise car 

far(e) from an obliging public.  They will know better next time. 

________ 
 

 

 



 

September 3, 1901, Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

First Street Car in Leclaire 

 

First Street Car 
________ 

  

A din of whistles from the south of town signaled the arrival of the first electric 

car Saturday morning at 10 o‘clock.  The factories at Leclaire and the Madison mine 

whistles joined in the salute as the car sped along Troy road to the present end of the line 

at the railroad tracks.  The contractors made the first trip, but in the afternoon the officials 

of the road and prominent citizens of Collinsville came over.  Sunday numerous trips 

were run and many citizens including the city officials were taken to Collinsville and 

returned over the line. 

 The completion of the line was in truth a feat of engineering.  On Wednesday, 

July 24, the old directorate of the Mississippi Valley Transit Company ended its troubled 

existence and turned over the franchise to the new comers.  Not a piece of track was laid 

nor an inch of cable strung.  In five weeks the line from Collinsville to Edwardsville, 

approximately twelve miles, was completed and cars running.  The management was 

slightly delayed by a strike at one period, and met with other obstacles incident to 

carrying forward a project of this kind. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 23, 1902 

Chicago Tribune 

A Town Where Everybody is Happy 
 

A Town Where Everybody is Happy 
________ 
  

     Properly fitting a young man or woman to cope with the world these days is to educate 

not only their mind but their hands as well, according to the teachings of N. O. Nelson, a 

St. Louis millionaire.  To carry out his ideas Mr. Nelson has recently equipped at Le 

Claire, a suburb of St. Louis, a modern training and industrial school.  This school is 

fashioned much after the one at Tuskegee, Ala., under the direction of Booker T. 

Washington.  Mr. Nelson‘s training school is for children of poor folk only.  He recently 

turned over a number of buildings at Le Claire to the nonsectarian church workers of St. 

Louis who will have charge of the institution. 

     At Le Claire, a happy and contented class of people are found.  Two hundred families 

live there, finding dependence upon Millionaire Nelson, who owns four huge plumbing 

factories, the sole source of employment to every resident of Le Claire.  He employs his 

men upon a profit sharing basis, and has done everything to surround his shops with an 

industrial haven of rest. 



Where Crime is Unknown 

     There are no city officials, mo jail, no lawmakers for the town direct.  Le Claire is 

located in Illinois and comes under the state laws, otherwise its residents are hampered by 

no rules and regulations other than their own conscience, which is especially delicate 

when it comes to wrongdoing. No crimes are ever committed in Le Claire.  No young 

woman or any of the young men have turned into evildoers.  In short, the town is a 

modern Arcadia, where everyone seems happy and content. 

    In founding the town Mr. Nelson bought 125 acres and chose the best land he could 

find in the Mississippi River bottoms.  He built his four factories of brick and covered 

them with a coat of white paint.  Then he planted flowers, grass and shrubbery, so as to 

hide the v=barrenness of the walls and make the place more presentable.  The interior of 

his factories was airy and commodious and from the start he provided for the men who 

were to work for him by the establishment of a free dining room, a light luncheon free, 

and shower baths for every worker.  One of the wishes of Mr. Nelson was that every man 

should take advantage especially of the baths. 

Sixteen Years of Profit Sharing 

     He commenced in 1886 to allow his men to share in the profits, realizing that his 

business would always keep him rich, despite the thousands of dollars that he was giving 

away to his helpers.  His first dividends were paid in cash, but a few years ago he decided 

that he was going to retire from the business before long, and he commenced paying the 

profits of his employed in stock of the concern, thus relieving himself of his holdings at a 

slow rate, and placing only the faithful in charge.  He has already distributed $70,000 

worth of stock to his helpers. 

     The true purpose of profit sharing, according to Mr. Nelson, is to make the employees 

fellow owners as well as fellow workers.  Each man‘s share of the profit is in accordance 

to his wages.  Only men of clean and unblemished character are hired in the Nelson 

factories, so that new comers will not tarnish the good reputation of the town.  There are 

no rented houses, although 200 or more neat cottages adorn the clean and picturesque 

wide streets.  Mr. Nelson always builds a new home for every new man added to the 

community, and the man pays for it out of his wages. 

Town Paints Private Houses 

     By common consent of the profit sharers, a great portion of the earnings of the factory 

are now being used to beautify the town.  The houses are all being repainted out of this 

common fund.  It sounds odd to the outsider, but it is actual industrial conditions as found 

in this prosperous village. 

     While Mr. Nelson is an eccentric millionaire, his cup of human kindness is always 

overflowing.  He sits in his office in St. Louis, surrounded by a dozen helpers, but he is 

never too busy to drop his work and talk with some poor and deserving person about his 

troubles.  But his steel gray eyes are piercing, and he can detect a fraud in a moment.  By 

those who are worthy a vain appeal is never made.  He lives among the working people at 

Le Claire, and his family associates with the workmen and their families.  He quits the 

city early every day to return to happy and peaceful existence at his spacious but plain 

home in the town that surrounds his works.  He is the leader in everything, but he wields 

no power, for he claims that all are equal. 

    Mr. Nelson has original ideas upon the industrial problems that are bobbing up every 

day. He has employed hundreds of men for years and has never had a strike.  He says, 



―The public utilities upon which every convenience, and, we may say life, depends, 

should be owned and controlled by the public.  Under present industrial conditions any 

private capitalist can recognize the right s of labor by sharing profits with them.  This has 

been done by myself for sixteen years.  Union wages are paid, then interest on capital, 

and the remainder is divided in a fixed proportion between wage earner and employer.  A 

majority of employees in my shop are shareholders, and the intention is to gradually work 

the property in to their control.  The employees manage my place even now. 

    ―Strikes are bound to continue just so long as there are wage earners on one side and 

employers on the other.  To settle this there should be a division of the profits all around.  

This is one of the most successful and the only feasible plan to settle forever all labor 

troubles.‖  

 

________ 

 

 

 

December, 1902 

N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company 

Christmas Souvenir Introduction 

 

A Christmas Souvenir 

1902 

N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company printed a souvenir booklet for their employees and 

friends in December 1902 that contained articles about the company from various 

newspapers around the country and plumbing cartoons.  Below is the N. O. Nelson Mfg’s  

“Introductory” for the Christmas Souvenir.  

 

In sending out this Christmas Souvenir as the Season‘s Greeting to our friends and 

customers, we not only wish them one and all a merry enjoyment of the holidays, and 

many happy returns, but at the same time want to let them know what we have 

accomplished during the thirty years we have been in business.  The liberal patronage 

which has made this possible, we here wish to acknowledge with sincerest gratitude. 

 

From a capital of $2,500.00 and a business of $50,000.00 in 1872, we have plodded along 

until now we manage to dispose of ―lead traps and things‖ to the extent of about two and 

a half million a year, using a present paid-up capital and surplus of more than three-

quarters of a million dollars.  Our factories, which are all modern and first class, now 

consist of Brass Works, Marble Works, Lead Pipe and Trap Works, Tank and Seat 

Works, Bath Tub Works, Pipe Machine Works and Soil Pipe Works.  About 550 

employees co-operate in absorbing a thousand dollars a day in wages, exclusive of 

officers‘ salaries, and when we don‘t spend the profits for new factories and houses or 

more business they absorb another slice at the end of the year in dividends on wages and 

stock. 

 



We shall not enter into a discussion of the goods we manufacture, that being covered in 

our literary works, known as Catalogues ―N‖ and ―D,‖ but will confine ourselves to some 

bits of history and a heart to heart talk with our flock. 

 

Nominally, our territory is the inhabited globe, practically it is only Mexico, Cuba, 

Canada and the United States.  Our store and general offices are housed in a five story 

iron building and basement, occupying a quarter of a city block in the business center of 

St. Louis.  At Leclaire, Illinois, eighteen miles from St. Louis, we have six large brick 

factory buildings placed on ten acres of ground, intersected by three railroad tracks; and 

at our soil pipe plant, in Bessemer, Alabama, the pig iron, coke and coal are all produced 

within a radius of two miles. 

 

The thirty years in which we have dispensed plumbing goods to the American citizens 

through the American plumber are said to be the most important period in the World‘s 

history.  That this is due largely to the fact that you and we have been in it, no one will 

question who compares the bathroom of that day and this – before and after taking.  

Taking us together as a class – Cub, Journeyman, Master and Manufacturer – we have 

not only driven cholera and yellow jack out of the United States and are now driving 

them out of Cuba, but we have given inspiration to the fine arts – poetry, wit and pictures.  

Could Alfred Austin, the poet laureate of Great Britain, evolve any higher tribute to the 

gallantry of King Edward or the financial skill of J. Pierpont Morgan, than the following 

delicate effusion of the plumber‘s poet laureate? 

 

―The plumber came down like a wolf on the fold, 

His pockets were loaded with solder and gold; 

Nine hours and a half he made love to the cook, 

And sixty-five dollars he charged in his book.‖ 

 

The dictionary folk tell us that a language is created and enriched by idioms and slang, 

the slang of to-day becoming the expressive classic of to-morrow, coined in the daily life 

of the people, often making a word more expressive than a sentence or a phrase.  

President Cleveland tried his hand with ―innocuous desuetude,‖ but it fell flat; it was 

―hifalutin;‖ it required college education and all the dictionaries to define it. 

 

A talented master plumber has worked nights getting together the scattered jewels of 

―trade terms;‖ and a journeyman. Whose time hung heavy on his hands between wiping 

the regulation number of j‘ints or setting the one fixture for a day‘s work, has drawn 

some cartoons to explain these trade terms to the apprentice and consumer.  These, by 

courtesy of the Plumber‘s Trade Journal of New York City, which published the 

originals, we reproduce on the following pages. 

 

Yours very truly, 

N. O. NELSON MFG. CO. 
________ 
 

 

 



January 21, 1903 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Marble Mills at Leclaire Works Visited by Fire Early Today 

 

MARBLE MILLS AT LECLAIRE WORKS VISITED BY FIRE EARLY 
TODAY  
 ________ 

 

    A loss of several thousand dollars was sustained in a fire at Leclaire this morning and 

the manufacturing plants there were threatened for a time.  Leclaire is the industrial 

suburb established by N. O. Nelson and directly adjoins Edwardsville on the southeast.  

The alarm was given a few minutes before 1 o‘clock, and was taken up at once by the 

Edwardsville headquarters, from which two hose teams were hurried out to assist the 

Leclaire workers.  The blaze for a time seemed of great proportions and occasioned the 

report that the cabinet mill was burning. 

    The fire started in the marble mills south of the power house.  In a few minutes the 

buildings were covered with fire and although a number of powerful streams were turned 

on them and surrounding buildings saved, little was left of the mills but the traveling 

cranes.  Until the wreckage can be cleared away and the machinery examined the extent 

of the loss cannot be determined.  Louis D. Lawnin telephones the Intelligencer from St. 

Louis that it will at the least amount to several thousand dollars. 

    The marble mills were among the busiest industries at Leclaire.  The first was erected 

three years ago and the second one last year.  They were rushed with orders and ran 

almost continually day and night.  Last night was one of the first in months in which the 

saws were silent.  The company will rebuild the mills at once, rushing them to 

completion, as the loss, even temporarily of their work, will prove a great inconvenience. 

________ 

 
 

 

January 26, 1903 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Block of Marble Falls 

 

Block of Marble Falls 
________ 

 

      In the fall of a gigantic block of marble at Leclaire, Saturday afternoon, a railroad car 

was cut squarely in two and three workmen escaped injury by prompt recognition of the 

disaster when it was impending.  The accident was at the marble mills.  The travelling 

crane had grappled a huge block weighing about 20,000 pounds and swung it out over a 

car.  The block was some ten or twelve feet in the air when it was noticed that the heavy 

timbering supporting the tackle block was giving way.  John Feldworth, who was 

managing the machine above, and Ray Crossman and Sam Nix, who were working with 

it below, jumped out of the way just as it came down.  The block alighted on the car and 

cut it in two as if it had been cardboard. 



 

________ 

 

 

 

 

April 4, 1903 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Industrial School Taking Applications 

 

Industrial School Taking Applications 
________ 

 

The Leclaire Industrial School wishes to enroll a number of boys from Edwardsville and 

Leclaire, the students to pay their tuition either in cash or by working after school hours 

under the direction of the principal, Ross. M. House.  The boys are taking contracts from 

local patrons for gardening, lawn mowing and other work of that nature.   

 
________ 

 

 

 

 

April 26, 1903 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
i
 

St. Louisan Founds a Consumptives‘ Colony 
 

St. Louisan Founds a Consumptives’ Colony 
________ 

N. O. Nelson Now Building Homes at Indio, Cal., Below the Level of the Sea, 
Where Patients May Live With Their Families and Cultivate the Ground--Dry 
and Pure Air. 

________ 

  

LOS ANGELES, CAL., April 22. 

In the little town of Indio, in the southern part of California, a co-operative colony for 

consumptives, where the rich and the poor may have equal opportunity for recovery, has 

been founded by N. O. Nelson of St. Louis, well known as a millionaire manufacturer 

and philanthropist. This is the only colony of its kind in the Great Desert, where there is 

pure and dry air in abundance. The ground is 22 feet below sea level. It is about a 

hundred miles from Los Angeles, on the Southern Pacific railroad. Mr. Nelson is now in 

California developing his colony along lines laid down by himself. His wife and 

daughter, both of whom are enthusiastic, are assisting the founder of this humane 

enterprise. A large force of men is now erecting buildings, beautifying the grounds and 

providing proper sanitation. Already forty families are living in the colony. 



 This is not Mr. Nelson‘s first experiment with the co-operative plan. Following the 

example of Leclaire, the Frenchman who established the first profit-sharing factory in the 

world, in Paris, Mr. Nelson founded near Edwardsville, Ill., some years ago, a co-

operative village named Leclaire, now a thriving factory town, and recently a co-

operative industrial school has been established at the same place through Mr. Nelson‘s 

co-operation. 

 ―My plans,‖ says Mr. Nelson, ―are to establish a health camp, and for a year I have 

been in consultation with the best medial advisers in the country regarding the most 

favorable place to locate such a camp or colony. After visiting many places, from Denver 

to San Diego, I came to the conclusion that Indio would be as near the ideal a spot as 

could be found anywhere in the world. 

 ―Dry and pure air and outdoor living are the best remedies for consumption, and 

indeed, for most diseases, including the blues. I chose Indio for being entirely dry, never 

foggy or chilly, warm enough to allow winter tenting. It is 22 feet below sea level, which 

gives abundant oxygen, is surrounded by mountains, has pure artesian water, is 

productive when irrigated, and affords work and a living to convalescents. 

 ―The colony will be available to the poor as well as to the rich. I have 125 acres 

fronting on the station large enough .... [torn piece, missing words] .... I will have no 

assistants and shall expect the residents of the colony to run the place for themselves and 

upon plans which will be laid out later. I am to give each family five acres of land, on 

which to make their homes in the manner which seems to be the most attractive to their 

individual tastes. If the colonists increase so in numbers that I must enlarge the place 

more land will be bought. I will landscape the ranch with the most beautiful flowers and 

shrubbery and will plant many kinds of trees which are best adapted to this climate. 

 ―There will be assembly and dancing pavilions, a library, sanitarium and artesian 

baths, which are now well under construction, with frame and adobe houses; but most of 

the residents will live in floored and wall tents, with small stoves to keep off the cold 

when there is any. There is scarcely any rain in this part of California, and everything has 

to be done by irrigation. 

 ―The Indio temperature in the winter is 25 to 35 degrees during the night and 50 to 

85 degrees during the day. In the summer the temperature ranges from 75 to 120 degrees. 

The 25 degree nights are not as chilling as when it is 45 degrees in New Orleans, 

Birmingham, St. Louis or Boston; and when it is 115 degrees here in the shade, it is not 

as torrid as when it is only about 90 degrees in the other cities mentioned. We have a 

large oxygen supply and sandy soil, in fact a desert which is being transformed into a 

garden of Eden. We get winds from the ocean across the mountains.‖ 
 

________



August 28, 1903, Friday  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Children Visit Leclaire 
 

More Children Visit Leclaire 
________ 

 

 Another excursion of children from the crowded districts of St. Louis was brought 

here yesterday for a day‘s outing at Leclaire, guests of N. O. Nelson. Aside from the 

bungling handling of the excursion train of twelve cars and a shower late in the afternoon 

the trip was an entirely pleasant one.  The excursion should have been run to No. 3 mine 

tracks, only a couple hundred yards from the campus and loaded at leisure, instead of 

which the children were taken down town and massed at the station and in the streets 

adjoining, where they dodged trains for half an hour or more, and wound up by waiting 

another half hour at the junction.  There were no mishaps, however. 

 This excursion was of children from the Civic Improvement League‘s 

playgrounds, about 1,000 in all.  They were in charge of: Dwight F. Davis, Thos. C. 

Rutledge, Luther Ely Smith, Gerard Swope, Charles P. Pettus, Rev. W. H. Mizner, 

Leland Wind, Max Dellfant, Dr. Edward Skinner, George Millbauer, Philo Stevenson, C. 

T. Darby, Dr. Lewis O‘Brock, E. B. Randall, Max Ermscher, Miss Ida Pavey, Miss Lucie 

Rozier, Miss Ida Martin, Mrs. Agnes Ketchum, Miss Nelly Harper, Miss Eliza Morrow, 

Miss Betty Page, Miss Alice Thomas, Miss Von Sickler and Miss Maude Westerfield. 

 At Leclaire the children overran everything.  They bombarded the orchards, 

explored gardens and yards and tackled boldly everything that looked strange. With a 

whoop every one of the boys discarded raiment and plunged into the lake for a swim, its 

placid surface being converted into a mass of waving arms and legs.  The girls played 

games on the lawns, and everybody had as much to eat as they desired.  Before returning 

in the evening the boys divested themselves of their undershirts and stockings and by 

tying up the various openings in these were enabled to transport home large quantities of 

apples. 

 The handling of the children is quite a system and the fact that they have never 

been invoved in an accident tells of the watchfulness taken.  Last night a small tad 

mounted a freight car at the upper depot and stood proudly surveying the assemblage.  

―Look at Chimmie,‖ ejaculated one of his friends on the ground, ―don‘t he think he‘s 

swell; I‘ll trim him.‖  He took aim with an apple and let drive with all his might.  The 

apple caught the victim squarely in the left eye, seemingly with enough force to drive it 

into the back of his head.  The incident was observed by one of the superintendents, who 

clawed up the side of the car, removed the mashed mass of pulp and bandaged the eye. 

________ 
 



 September 2, 1903 Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Donates Bath Houses in St. Louis 

 

Nelson Donates Bath Houses in St. Louis 
________ 

 

It is said that N. O. Nelson has offered to donate to the Civic Improvement League 

Playground Association in St. Louis a bath house at the corner of Tenth and Biddle 

Streets, and to equip it for the use of children and grown people. 

________ 

 

 

September 7, 1903 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Winter School at Leclaire 

 

WINTER SCHOOL AT LECLAIRE. 
________ 

 

A night school will be conducted in Leclaire this winter.  The opening session will be 

tonight, September 7, at 7:30 o‘clock sharp.  All will be welcome regardless of age, sex 

or residence.  There will be no expense, pupils providing their own books and stationery.  

The only requirements will be a desire to learn and punctual attendance.  Dr. J. W. 

Caldwell will teach and others will be added as needed.  Everyone is invited for Monday 

night.  The industrial school will open tomorrow.  The conditions and terms are similar to 

the night school, except that it will be half study and half work.  Those interested are 

invited to call at any time on Dr. Caldwell, W. R. Raymond or N. O. Nelson. 

________ 

 

 

 

May 2, 1904 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Great World‘s Fair Is Open 

 

Great World’s Fair Is Open 
________ 

 

   With all the ceremony properly attached to an undertaking of world-wide scope, 

surrounded by buildings which involved the expenditure of millions of dollars and 

exercised the thought and energies of the most skillful in all lines, and dignified by the 

attendance of representatives of powers of the earth, the great St. Louis World‘s Fair was 

formally opened Saturday noon.  ….Many Edwardsvillians were present and greatly 

enjoyed the novelty.  The shops at Leclaire closed for the day. 

_______ 
 



 

July 15, 1904 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

The Nelsons Entertain Dignitaries 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Nelson are entertaining a distinguished foreigner in the person 

of Frau Melanie Glaser, an art connoisseur, of Prague.  Frau Glaser is the accredited 

representative of the Imperial Austrian Government to the Louisiana Purchase 

Exposition, and has the distinction of being the first woman to hold a commission of that 

character.  Her duties are to observe the art exhibits and gather data and material for 

practical use.  She arrived in Leclaire yesterday morning and will remain over today.  

Since the fair opened the Nelson home has entertained many foreign notables, including 

people of rank and nobility from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Hungary and France. 

________ 

 
 

 

July 22, 1904, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire‘s Saturday Holidays 

 

LECLAIRE’S SATURDAY HOLIDAYS 
________ 
 

      The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company and other companies operating plants in 

Leclaire have notified their employees that work will be suspended for Saturdays of the 

remainder of the summer.  The order is indefinite as to time and was made in that manner 

in order to give employees an opportunity to visit the fair.  It is frequently the custom in 

the dull season to lop off a certain amount of each day, but in this instance it was thought 

that the men would enjoy a solid day rather than short hours of all, during the off season. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 21, 1904 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson‘s Entertain World‘s Fair Committee 

 

   N. O. Nelson entertained a distinguished party of visitors Sunday afternoon.  It included 

Mrs. Condi Hamlin of St. Paul; Mrs. Ruth Ashley Hirschfield of New York City; 

Leopold Mabilleau, Paris, president of the Leclaire Society; A. Manoury, of Paris, 

secretary of the chamber of consultation; G. Lautz, of Paris, member of the French jury;  

J. N. Taylor, of Jacksonville, Florida; J. P. McKerhan, Carlisle, Pa.   All the visitors were 

jurors of the committee of awards at the World‘s Fair, and Mr. Nelson, the host, is 

himself a juror in the education department. 

________ 
 



December 30, 1904 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

1904 Christmas Party 

 

    A Christmas party took place at the Leclaire hall Monday night.  The little folks had 

theirs on Friday night, but Monday night the older pupils, the students at the industrial 

college, had a tree and distribution of presents.  The latter were unique.  Everyone was 

remembered, but it was stipulated that the presents must cost between a nickel and a 

dime.  N. O. Nelson received a loaf of bread, W. H. Tanner, the superintendent, was 

handed a pair of fake spectacles, and the rest of the gifts were in a similar vein.  
________ 

 

 

 

September 23, 1905 

The Public, Volume 8 

By Louis Freeland Post 

 

Excerpt 
________ 

 

In the August number of Sanitary Progress (St. Louis) Mr. N. O. Nelson gives in 

a brief article the best estimate of Golden Rule Jones that has appeared.  Naturally so, for 

perhaps no one knew him so well as Mr. Nelson.  ―The love of comrades,‖ writes Mr. 

Nelson, ―was his religious creed and this love knew no distinction of class or condition or 

race.  Impatient of delay and formalities, he had nothing in common with the conventions 

and machinery of institutions and factions.  The joys and sorrows of the common people 

were more to him than the victories of field or forum.  Literally he wept over the mass of 

injustice and sin, wept because his hand could not stay them.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

May 3, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Lake Dragged 
 
LECLAIRE LAKE DRAGGED IN A VAIN SEACH TODAY 
________ 
 

      The mysterious visit of a couple of men to Leclaire at 3:30 this morning has thrown 

the neighborhood into a ferment.  The home of Max Votier, superintendent of the cabinet 

mill, is on the east drive, overlooking the lake, and at 3:30 this morning his son Arthur 

was awakened by the sound of wheels crunching the cinder roadway.  Numerous attempts 

have been made to seine the Leclaire lake, whose fishing is restricted and young Votier 

thought that this was another. 



    He called to his father and brother and they started hurriedly to dress.  Looking from 

the second story Arthur saw a cart with two men in it turn down the lake drive and speed 

across the dam.  (___) the spring board they stopped and alighted. There was a 

momentary flash of light as the men got their bearings, then a splash as some heavy 

object was thrown into the lake, the water being splashed four or five feet in the air. 

    The men jumped back into the rig and wheeled around so hurriedly that one wheel 

slipped down the bank nearly into the water.  As they came by the Votier house Mr. 

Votier rapped on the window, whereupon they whipped up and headed towards 

Edwardsville.  There were two men on the cart and they had a lantern with intermittent 

light, either an electric flash bulb or an ordinary shutter dark lantern. 

    The curious occurrence was reported and the Nelson Company has had men in boats 

dragging the pond all day. 

    Operations at the lake were discontinued this afternoon with no net results. The only 

opportunity presented was when a grappling iron operated by John Schuler caught a 

heavy object, but it later gave way and renewed efforts failed to locate it again.  The case 

therefore remains a mystery.  It may be entirely trivial and may be serious.  The only 

thing known is that some heavy object was hurled into the lake by two men at the unusual 

hour of 3:30 in the morning, and residents of Leclaire would like to know what it was. 

________ 

 

 

 

Monday, May 7, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Death of Former Leclaire Resident 

 

FORMERLY LIVED HERE 
________ 

 

 Gustav E. Fritsche, aged 56, well known among Leclaire residents, committed 

suicide Friday at 1810 Olive street, St. Louis, by shooting himself in the head with a 

revolver.  The shooting was thought to have been timed with an explosion of dynamite on 

Olive street and the report went unnoticed.  The body was not found until late Friday 

evening.  The cause of the suicide is said to have been a belief in the Osler theory and ill 

health.  Fritsche is said to have remarked: ―There is no use in a man living after he passes 

the 50 year mark.  He can‘t get work at that age and what is there to live for?‖ 

________ 

 

 

 



Labour Co-partnership 

By Labour Co-Partnership Association of Great Britain 

June, 1906 

London, GB 

 

The Transformation of Capitalism 
________ 

 

 Some years ago the Labour Co-partnership Association got into trouble with 

certain co-operators for too readily believing in a private shopkeeper who started, and 

soon abandoned, a scheme of sharing profits with his employees and customers.  We do 

not know that the experiment has been repeated in this country; but in America it has 

been carried out with the utmost success; not indeed by a shopkeeping business, but by a 

manufacturing business, the well-known and important N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., 

of St. Louis.  For twenty years this company has shared profits with its employees in such 

a way as to make them shareholders in the business.  In the last two or three years it has 

also adopted the system of sharing profits with its customers.  Indeed, the profits of the 

business now all go to the employees and customers, except a small portion that goes to 

the public and a very few outside shareholders.  Mr. Nelson, the original owner, takes no 

profit himself, but only a salary for his work, and that a smaller one than is paid to some 

employees of the business.  The dividends on wages and purchases are paid in shares, 

while the dividends on shares are paid in cash half yearly.  It is anticipated that within a 

few years the business will belong entirely to the customers and employees. 

 The N. O. Nelson Co. publishes monthly a magazine called Sanitary Progress, 

which gives a great deal of information as to its co-operative work, and also as to its 

productions, which are plumbers‘ work of all sorts.  From a notice in this magazine we 

first learnt of the profit sharing scheme of the British Columbia Electric Railway Co. 

Ltd., of Vancouver, and Mr. Nelson has now been good enough to get us further 

information of this important development.  It appears that this company has a capital of  

200,000 pounds, and works the electric street-car service in the towns of Victoria, 

Vancouver, and New Westminster.  In Victoria and Vancouver it also owns the entire 

lighting both gas and electric.  The company‘s accounts are made up annually and after 

paying all expenses, including interest on loan capital and preference shares, a 4 per cent 

on ordinary shares, one-third of the remaining profit is divided among all employees of 

the company who have been in service over a year.  This system was introduced about 

four years ago, and in 1903 each employee received bonus of 5 pounds, in 1904 7 

pounds, and in 1905 8 pounds for each of the 425 men employed.  Every employee 

receives the same amount, whether he be general manager or a ―track-greaser.‖  The 

system gives great satisfaction and the results show how the prosperity of the company is 

increasing under it.  The total dividend to the shareholders last year was 6 per cent. 

________ 

 

 

 



June 13, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Outing at Leclaire 

 

Employees Enjoy Outing at Leclaire  
________ 

 

    The 34
th

 anniversary of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Company, the twentieth of profit 

sharing and the sixteenth anniversary of the founding of Leclaire was appropriately 

observed on Saturday evening when 460 employes of the St. Louis factories and offices 

came out on a special train and joined Leclaire‘s 500 residents in the celebration.  The 

occasion was one of great pleasure for all concerned, the amusement privileges of the 

pretty little suburb being enjoyed to the utmost. 

    The most important part of the proceedings was an address by N. O. Nelson, who 

announced a dividend of 15 per cent on wages and salaries and 25 per cent on the gross 

profits of customers‘ purchases.  The regular half-yearly dividends on the common and 

preferred stock of the company were also declared.  It was stated that the business of the 

St. Louis plant had increased 28 per cent in the past year and the output of the Leclaire 

plant 50 per cent. 

     The amusements consisted of a ball game, in which the employes of the local plant 

bested their St. Louis opponents by a score of 9 to 8, bowling, rowing, sightseeing and 

dancing.  Music for the dancing, both at the lake pavilion and at the school house, was 

furnished by the Thomas band, the members of which, after the regular scheduled 

program, divided themselves into two orchestras.  The merrymaking continued until 10 

o‘clock, at which time the special train of six cars started for the return trip to St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

Friday, December 7, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Trees and Shrubbery Diseased 

 

FIGHTING THE SCALE  
________ 

 

    The N. O. Nelson Company this week made a strenuous effort to get rid of the San 

Jose scale which was discovered in the trees and shrubbery at Leclaire last summer.  

Leclaire owes a deal of its beauty to the trees and the company recognized at once the 

importance of combating the evil when it became manifest last summer.  At that time 

they summoned an expert from the state entomological bureau, who made an 

examination and recommended treatment. 

    The trees, however, could not be treated until winter, as the process would kill them in 

the summer when they are in leaf.  This week the work was taken up by the company, 

who had Prof. L. M. Smith of the state bureau at Urbana here for several days directing it.  

Almost every tree and shrub in Leclaire was sprayed with a mixture of chemicals which 

has proven effective in killing the parasite, and it is hoped the latter will not be in 



evidence when spring comes.  A good many trees which had become badly infected were 

cut down and burned. 

    The San Jose scale is an insect which affects fruit and shade trees; and is one of the 

most destructive pests known.  It is thought that it was introduced in Leclaire by the 

medium of some foreign shrubs which were set out for ornamental purposes. 

________ 

 

 

Monday, December 10, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Founds Club for the Poor 

 

PHILANTHROPIST FOUNDS CLUB  
________ 

 

    A free club for poor men, where the doors will be without lock or key, and the walls 

bare of ―Don‘t‖ signs, will be established in New Orleans by N. O. Nelson.  Mr. Nelson 

is in the city superintending the inauguration of the scheme.  Rules and regulations will 

not be known in the club.  Everybody who enters will feel that he is in a ―neighborhood‖ 

home.  ―Deceont living and decent thinking,‖ said Mr. Nelson, ―will be the only two 

requirements.  The club will be open every hour of the day and night.  There will be no 

locks on any of the doors.  The place will be open all the time and a cordial welcome will 

always be found within.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, December 14, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Thomas – Weitz Wedding 

 

WHAT SOCIETY IS DOING  
________ 

 

    A charavari was arranged by Leclaire people Wednesday evening for Mr. and Mrs. 

Ernest B. Thomas, who reside on the Troy road.  Mr. Thomas and Miss Emma L. Weitz 

of St. Louis were married Thanksgiving Eve in St. Louis and their friends decided to give 

a rousing welcome to them.  It was rousing all right, as not only the bride and groom but 

the rest of the neighborhood were aroused as well. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, December 19, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leonard-Schaefer Wedding 

 

WHAT SOCIETY IS DOING  
________ 

 

    Harry W. Leonard and Miss Bertha Schaefer, both of Leclaire went to Alton yesterday 

afternoon and were married at the Congregational church, Sixth and Henry streets, by 

Rev. A. A. Tanner.  They secured the license here Monday evening and went to Alton 

because Rev. Tanner was a mutual friend whom they wished to perform the ceremony.  

He was formerly stationed at Leclaire as superintendant of the school there. 

    Mr. Leonard is originally from Upper Alton.  His parents have their summer home 

there and live in St. Louis during the winter.  The young man is a college graduate and an 

attorney by profession.  He came here a couple of years ago to take charge of the Leclaire 

farm, and in this way became acquainted with his bride, who was living in the suburb.  

Their marriage has been rumored for several weeks and is no surprise to their friends.  

Present at the ceremony were Mrs. Schaefer, Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Leonard, Miss Lucy 

Leonard and F. W. Leonard. The couple went to St. Louis last night and will go to Mt. 

Vernon to live, Mr. Leonard having purchased a farm there.  While he has a profession 

and was reared in the city he has decided that country life is superior and will make 

farming his calling. 

________ 
 

 

Wednesday, December 28, 1906 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Business Conditions 

 

Business Conditions 
________ 

 

    Business conditions have been excellent this year.  The general trade was well 

sustained, numbers of the business houses have made improvements and others are under 

way.  There has been steady work in all lines with the exception of three labor tie-ups and 

these did not militate against general results.  At Leclaire 1906 was the biggest year in the 

history of the Nelson company; the books which are being closed today it is said will 

show a business twenty-five per cent greater than last year.  Leclaire can provide business 

for another big factory, and it is not unreasonable to expect one in the not too distant 

future. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, May 31, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

 

Closing Exercises Leclaire School 
________ 

 

The closing exercises of the Leclaire school, of which Miss Mae McCune is 

teacher, will be held this evening at the assembly hall.  A little play has been prepared by 

the young people, and an invitation is extended to the public to attend. 

________ 

 

 

 

Thursday, June 20, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

 

Master Plumbers Assn Picnic 
________ 

 

N. O. Nelson of this city took a day off yesterday and captained the married men 

in athletic events at Montesano Springs, during the annual outing of the Master Plumbers 

Association.  The married men won.  Mr. Nelson also umpired the baseball game. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

July 1907 

Sanitary Progress 

 

Note:  The Sanitary Progress was a quarterly newsletter published by the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company which included plants in several states.  The company had it’s 

origins in St. Louis, Missouri.  All the Nelson sites participated in profit-sharing, but 

Leclaire was unique in that its manufacturing plant included a co-operative village.  

Below is an excerpt from the July 1907 edition of the newsletter: 

 

    We are now building houses in Leclaire at the rate of one per week.  They are all 

wanted.  Most of them are sold in advance.  The new owner will pay for it at from $3.00 

to $5.00 a week.  It is his from the time he moves in and pays his first weekly installment, 

just as much as if he had paid for the whole of it.  Should he ever want to leave it, he can 

sell or rent it much better than he could elsewhere, because there are people of his own 

sort waiting to get it.  The population is increasing rapidly, but it is all assimilated around 

the well established Leclaire nucleus and spirit.  Every family which moves into Leclaire 

begins immediately to imitate the neighbors and the neighborhood. 



    The public grounds and roads and parking along the roads are all kept in condition by 

the company.  The private yards and homes are well kept by the owners and occupants.  

The new-comers want to keep in line.  Leclaire has proven that it is natural for people to 

like out-door beauty and comeliness.  It is exceedingly rare to find a badly kept yard in 

Leclaire.  No one is ever asked to do anything about his place.  It is left entirely to the 

family taste in such things.  It does not require a college education or art classes to instill 

the love of natural beauty. 

    The inhabitants can incorporate as a town whenever they like, but I have never heard 

the idea suggested, and as long as the company which is made up of these inhabitants and 

others attend to the business right and don‘t interfere with people‘s individual affairs, it 

can probably keep its job.  Think of what we miss – no saloons, no town taxes, no mayor, 

no political boss, no boodlers.  The water is the best in the world and all you want for 

$5.00 a year.  The town is full of trees and the trees are full of birds which are never shot 

at and birds‘ nests that are never robbed.  The public grounds are full of flowers which 

are never touched and there are no signs on the grass or anywhere else. 

 

________ 

 

 

Thursday, July 11, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 
 

Moorman moves to Kansas 
________ 

 

Rev. Clair Moorman of this city has gone to Hollis, Kansas to accept a charge at 

that point. Rev. Moorman was in charge of the Edgemont Methodist Church in Belleville 

for some time and has preached at Shiloh and Glen Carbon.  His new charge is larger 

than these. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 12, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

First Break in Strike 

 

First Break in Strike 
________ 

 

It is rumored this afternoon that two of the striking machinists had returned to 

work at the N. O. Nelson plant at Leclaire.  The union men refused to discuss the matter. 

________ 

  

 



Wednesday, September 18, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Fred Merkel 
 

DEATH’S HEAVY HARVEST 
________ 

 

Fred Merkel, Old Resident of Leclaire, Is Dead 
________ 

 

 Fred Merkel, one of Leclaire‘s first residents passed away last evening at 5:15.  

Mr. Merkel had been ailing for the past two years with dropsy, and for the past five 

weeks had been confined to his bed.  The end was anticipated for some days. 

 Arrangements for the funeral had not been made this afternoon.  A telegram was 

sent to his brother in New York City yesterday, but nothing has been heard from it.  This 

morning he was called over the long distance telephone and just as the connection was 

established and he spoke a word of greeting something got the matter with the wires and 

the family could not tell him that his brother was dead.  Another effort will be made to 

reach him this afternoon.  The family hope to communicate with him before they finally 

settle the funeral plans. 

 Frederick Merkel was 45 years old.  He was born in New York, January 16, 1862.  

Seventeen years ago he was one of the first group of three to come west to Edwardsville 

and settle in the co-operative village of Leclaire.  He was also one of the first people to 

purchase a home there.  Mr. Merkel married Miss Elizabeth Bott, who survives him.  

They had five children, one son Frederick being dead.  Children living are Bertha, 

George, Charles and Lillian.  He has a brother, Charles Merkel, in New York City, and 

two half-sisters. 

 For sixteen years Mr. Merkel was foreman of the bathtub department at Leclaire, 

giving up his place last year to go into business on his own account.  He was a good 

workman and was highly regarded by his employers and his associates.  Socially he 

belonged to the Modern Woodmen and the Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

________ 

 

 
 
September 21, 1907 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Charles Merkel Arrives Late 

 

Arriving Too Late 

________ 

 

 After hurrying eleven hundred miles to attend the funeral of his only brother, 

Charles Merkel, of New York City, arrived in Edwardsville yesterday afternoon just too 

late for the service.  He reached the late residence of Fred Merkel in Leclaire fifteen 

minutes before the family returned from the cemetery.  The funeral of Fred Merkel was 



yesterday afternoon at 2 o‘clock.  The service at the residence and also at the grave in 

Woodlawn was conducted by Rev. Geo. P. Bentley, rector of St. Andrew‘s Episcopal 

church.  Employes of all departments of the N. O. Nelson Company attended the funeral 

and the Modern Woodmen turned out in a body.  The pall bearers were Jos. Rizzoli, J. S. 

Allen, Wm Shaw, Henry Borchwardt, P. Rotter and P. Dillon. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 22, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Newlyweds Harassed 

 

IS ANNOYED BY LETTERS 
________ 
 

Newlyweds’ Bliss Disturbed by Ominous Missives 
________ 
 
Federal Authorities Will Be Asked to Investigate Threats Made. 
________ 

 

 Dire punishment, perhaps death, is threatened a youthful bridegroom in Leclaire 

by means of anonymous letters which have been coming to him.  Arthur Wotier, an 

employe of N. O. Nelson Mfg. Company, and a son of Max Wotier, superintendent of the 

cabinet mill at Leclaire, is the object of the threats.  Mr. Wotier was married on January 

11, less than six weeks ago, to Miss Emma Kalal, and they are living with his parents at 

811 Troy road. 

 Like most young men, Mr. Wotier has been attentive to the young ladies, and 

while his bride was his first and only sweetheart he had a close friendship previous to 

their courtship with other girls.  These he considered merely good chums, but he is 

inclined to think that directly or indirectly his present annoyance emanate from a lady 

friend who seemed much disappointed when he transferred his attentions to another girl. 

 Since the early part of last summer these anonymous letters have been coming to 

Mr. Wotier.  Being a young man whose character and good habits are well known they 

did not worry him at first, and he laughed them aside, although they have been 

accumulating at an alarming rate.  He now has a stack of them that would fill a peck 

basket.  By insinuation, directed at both himself and his sweetheart, the unknown writer 

attempted to prevent the marriage of Mr. Wotier and Miss Kalal.  When that failed a 

persistent effort has been made to turn each against the other. As they are entirely happy 

in each other‘s affections, the effort has failed, but this week the letters took a new turn. 

 The first of the week the letters commenced to threaten his life and stated in 

(hostile?) terms that he would be shot on sight.  A fair example is the one which he 

received yesterday morning and which is reproduced herewith: 



 ―Say, Boy, don‘t you know the net is tightening around you every day?  They 

now have a lawyer in St. Louis getting your exact age.  This March if you are 21 suit is to 

be instituted against you by the family for slandering the family name.  You will have to 

prove the charges you made in your letter against the name of ________.  No one with 

the __________ blood has ever disgraced the name.  One that bears the name may have, 

but she is Dutch. 

 ―If you are not 21 you will never live to see it, for you came near your end about 

ten days ago.  The party came over 300 miles to the N. O. Nelson plant to take a good 

look at you.  He gave them until March to do something with you; if not he will be back 

and told them he knew you now, and they would know nothing till he had been here and 

gone. 

 ―He took an oath that he would avenge the girl, and he will for he is hot headed 

and has more money than he knows what to do with.  And the best thing for you to do is 

apologize or get out of here, for it will come as sure as fate. 

 ―To let you know that this is no die talk I am going to tell you why. (Here follows 

some unprintable matter). That is why I done as I did.  For Art I do love the girl but never 

expect to get her, for she refused me years ago.  The man she marries will be for love and 

not for money: that I know for I have plenty of that.  So do not blame the girl or her 

family, her father and mother I mean, as they do not know this, but will have to be told.‖ 

 The writer then goes on to discuss Arthur‘s bride in an unpleasant manner and 

continues: 

 ―Remember none of the relatives know I am doing this, for I am considered shut 

out after I kept her from you.  So be a man, Art, and do the right thing before it is too late.  

If you want me to help you in any way wear a soft hat to work Friday or Saturday.  I will 

be out through Leclaire on those days.  If you wear the hat I will know you want to 

straighten it out and are sorry for what you did; otherwise you will have to stand the 

consequences.  I am a lawyer and have some influence with them – anything to keep the 

girl from more trouble. 

 (Signed) 

 ―One Who is Sorry For Both.‖ 

 Mr. Wotier went to work this morning wearing the same cap that he has worn all 

winter, and failed to answer the ―soft hat‖ demand.  He is, however, heartily tired of the 

persecution and now proposes to make the writer pay dearly for it.  He has engaged a 

lawyer, who has taken the matter up with United States Attorney W. A. Northcott at 

Springfield.  The federal authorities are very strict in communications mailed second 

class, and Mr. Wotier has in his possession signed letters written by a resident of 

Edwardsville whose writing corresponds in every particular with the chirography of the 

anonymous letters.  Furthermore he has had the mailing of the missives traced, and there 

is a possibility of a well known family being surprised by a prospective trip of one of 

their numbers either to the penitentiary or an insane asylum. 

 Mr. Wotier said this morning: ―Matters have reached such a stage that my wife 

fears to venture out of the house at night.  Last night we visited friends down town and 

she hesitated at passing every street corner on the way home late in the evening.  I have 

never paid much attention to these letters, but their present character shows a possible 

origin in a disordered brain, so I think it will be just as well to take summary action.‖ 



 The 21
st
 birthday of the young man, referred to in such a tragic way in the last 

letter, is March 17, this year, some three weeks away. 

________ 

 

Note:  Blanks in the article above are copied from the original article. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

March 12, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Party at 821 Holyoake Road 

 

What Society is Doing 
________ 
 
News of People from Home and Abroad 
________ 
 

Frank H. Scott, superintendent of the Clover Leaf icing station, gave a stag party 

last evening.  Mrs. Scott, who has been visiting her relatives in Georgia, is expected 

home and her husband anticipated her coming with a ―stag‖ for the ―boys.‖  It took place 

last night at the Scott home, 821 Holyoake road, Leclaire.  Sam Lindbeck assisted in the 

enjoyment of the evening by contributing a number of musical selections on the piano.  

Charles Meyers also added in no small degree to the merriment by tripping while 

crossing the kitchen floor with a toureen of chicken gravy and falling headlong.  The 

subsequent spectacle would have made Mrs. Scott hold up her hands in horror.  But she 

was far away in Georgia, and the guests set to with a will and hurriedly made the place 

presentable once more, so that she will never know it unless someone is mean enough to 

tell.  There were a number of toasts and the entertainment was voted splendid by the 

guests, who included: Lester Jones, John May, S. Schnert, F. Rigos, G. Dietrich, Ed 

Morgan, G. Retlaff, Chas. Retzlaff, O. E. Hunter, Bert Hamor, Sam Lindbeck, Earl 

Bentley, Charles Meyers and Henry Schmidt. 

________ 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 18, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Accident at Home of Leclaire Employee 

 

Accident at Home 
________ 

 



     Edward McLain was repairing the fence at his home in the southeast part of town last 

evening and his little daughter was standing nearby watching him.  The steel head of the 

hatchet Mr. McLain was wielding flew off from the handle and struck the baby on the 

head.  Mr. and Mrs. McLean were wild with grief at first, as it looked as if the baby were 

fatally injured, but a physician found that the wound, although not a trifling one, would 

heal readily. 

 

Note:  Name spelled “McLain” in some places and “McLean” in others in this article. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, April 17, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:   J. D. Lawnin 

 

Funeral of J. D. Lawnin 
________ 

 

 The funeral of Joseph D. Lawnin, father of L. D. Lawnin, of this city, was held 

yesterday from the residence, 3400 Morgan street, St. Louis, to the Church of the Holy 

Communion, 28
th

 and Washington avenue, where services were conducted by Bishop 

Tuttle.  Interment was in Belfontaine cemetery.  The funeral was largely attended by 

steam boat men with whom Mr. Lawnin enjoyed a wide acquaintance and the floral 

offerings were many and very beautiful.  Among those who attended the funeral from 

here were Max Wotier, Wm. West, Gus Dieterich, Joseph Miller, Thomas Walton, 

George Pierson, John Staab, William Kennedy, Jule Bentley, J. S. Allen, John Schuler, J. 

G. Lewis, J. W. Duncan, Wm. Held, R. W. Van Hyning, Ira Healy, Miss Josephine Smith 

and Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lawnin and family. 

________ 

 

 

 

 Friday, April 17, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson philanthropy 

 

Late Locals 
________ 

 

 N. O. Nelson went a step farther in philanthropy this week by offering an acre of 

ground in Leclaire, tools to make garden with and a tent to live in to all those who apply 

to him and show that they are really in sestitute circumstances.  The offer is made in 

connection with an entertainment which is to be given at the Odeon Tuesday evening in 

St. Louis for the benefit of the poor. 

________ 



Tuesday, June 30, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Moorman-McCune Party 

 

What Society is Doing 
________ 

 

 A bevy of young ladies who are here to attend the marriage this evening of 

George Loren Moorman and Miss May Georgia McCune, are being entertained at the 

McCune home on Hillsboro avenue.  In the party are the Misses Esther Niedemeyer and 

Maud McCune, of Decatur; Lucy Sikking, of Springfield; Bess Reed, of Jacksonville; 

Nannie Morefield, Lovejoy; Cordelia Enos, Minnie Lightner, Nell and Emma Bradish, of 

Alton. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, July 1, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

McCune-Moorman Wedding 

 

A Quiet Home Wedding 
_______ 
 

George Loren Moorman and Miss May G. McCune 
________ 
 
Ceremony Took Place Last Night at the Home of the Bride 
________ 
 

The last day of the month of brides and roses was chosen for the wedding of Mr. 

George Loren Moorman and Miss May Georgia McCune, which took place last evening 

at the home of the bride‘s mother, Mrs. Mary McCune, 518 Hillsboro avenue.  The 

residence was tastefully arranged with pink and green.  The lights were shaded in a 

delicate pink tissue and the bridal corner, which was set off with a bower of green, was 

touched with pink sweet peas, arranged against the darker background.  Nasturtiums and 

carnations also assisted in the effective decorations. 

The ceremony was at 8 o‘clock.  Miss Clara McCune, sister of the bride, and Miss 

Bess Reed, of Jacksonville, a particular friend, with piano and violin rendered the 

Loehengrin march, which had been preceded by the ―Berceuse.‖ Rev. S. P. Groves 

awaited the bridal party at the foot of the stairs and preceded them into the library, which 

had been arranged for the ceremony.  The bridesmaid, Miss Lucy Sikking, of Springfield, 

entered with the best man, C. H. Spilman, and they were followed by the bride and 

groom.  The ring ceremony was employed. 



The bride was lovely in a princess gown of Paris muslin, trimmed with baby Irish 

and Vallenciennes lace.  She wore no veil.  As ornaments the bride wore merely a brooch 

and a long string of pearls, and she carried a large bouquet of Bride roses.  Miss Sikking, 

the bridesmaid, also wore Paris muslin, trimmed with lace and medallions, with girdle of 

pink.  She carried pale pink carnations. 

The ceremony was witnessed by about sixty relatives and particular friends who 

warmly congratulated the young people.  There was a pleasant air of informality about 

the gathering, which speedily resolved itself into a merry evening party.  Miss Clara 

McCune and Miss Reed contributed several appreciated piano and violin numbers. 

Dainty refreshments were served under direction of Mrs. McCune and her daughter, Miss 

Isora. 

At 10 the bride and groom departed on their wedding trip, and at their express 

request there was an entire absence of rice throwing or other demonstration of a violent 

nature.  The feature of the departure was the contest for the bride‘s bouquet, the girls 

gathering upon the lawn in an animated group, into which, from the porch, the bride 

tossed the spray of roses.  Her sister, Miss Clara, was the fortunate one in the rivalry for 

it. 

Then Mr. and Mrs. Moorman drove away, as everyone supposed on their wedding 

trip, but downtown their carriage turned back and they went to their home in Leclaire.  

They found the front porch elaborately draped with old shoes, etc., mute witness of the 

visit of friends, and went in, leaving the decorations as they were to convey the 

impression they were not there.  They will take a wedding trip later in the summer.  Many 

beautiful presents were received by the couple. 

Mr. Moorman has been a resident of Edwardsville for many years.  He is an 

expert machinist and has a good position with Bignall & Keeler Company at Leclaire.  

His bride in addition to her personal charms has an enviable disposition.  She studies in 

universities at Decatur and Chicago and for the past two years had been in charge of the 

Leclaire school.  The young people are both earnest church workers and are well matched 

in temperament, and their friends foresee for them a happy future. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 31, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Musicale at Home of Mrs. Max Wotier 

 

What Society is Doing 
_______ 
 
News of People from Home and Abroad 
________ 
 

 Mrs. Max Wotier of 827 Hale avenue, Leclaire, was the hostess last evening at a 

musicale.  It was in compliment to her guest, Miss Lillian Bauers, of St. Louis, and there 



were about thirty young people present.  A fine program of music and handsome 

refreshments contributed to the pleasure of the evening. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 10, 1908 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Pocket Knives, Jelly and Bread, Booty of Burglars 
 

 

Pocket Knives, Jelly and Bread, Booty of Burglars 
________ 

 

Any Boy Seen Whittling in Edwardsville Will Be Subject to 
Suspicion 
________ 

  

 Any boy who is seen whittling on the streets of Edwardsville for the next day or two 

will be under suspicion. If his face is stained with jelly, he will probably be locked up. 

 Jelly, bread and pocket knives formed the booty of the robbers who entered five 

homes in Leclaire, a manufacturing suburb of Edwardsville, Wednesday. 

 The houses entered were those of Arthur Votier, John Kalal, Henry Borchwardt, 

Tony Gerhardt and Charles Glass. 

 At each place the pantry was the scene of the chief loss. Glasses of grape, currant 

and crab apple jelly were taken and enough bread stolen to ballast a balloon. Half a dozen 

pocket knives were also stolen. The thieves had opportunities to take more valuable 

articles, but contented themselves with the knives and the pantry contents. 

 
________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 29, 1908 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Shaw-McKee Wedding 
 

CHOSE A QUIET WEDDING 
________ 
 

MISS EDITH SHAW AND WARREN W. McKEE ARE MARRIED. 
________ 
 



Ceremony Took Place at Home of the Bride, Last Evening. 
________ 

 

 Miss Edith Shaw, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Shaw, of Leclaire, and W. 

Warren McKee of St. Louis, a former Edwardsvillian, were united in marriage last 

evening at the home of the bride‘s parents, 409 Jefferson road, Leclaire.  The details of 

the wedding and its appointments were all personally supervised by the bride and 

bespoke her quiet tastes and desire to avoid ostentation in any way.  The little features 

that make a home wedding so eminently attractive were not missing, but the ceremony 

and its setting were simple in nature. 

 A number of young ladies, numbered among particular friends of the bride, 

descended upon the Shaw home the previous evening and took possession of the 

decorating.  They arranged a bower of autumn leaves and fern in the parlor.  This room 

was toned in yellow and liberally ornamented with chrysanthemums.  The reception hall 

was in pink and white, and the dining room the same, the electric lights being shaded in 

pink tissue and with flowers of those colors.  The staircase was covered with branches of 

brightly tinted leaves, and all contributed to the idea of October nuptials. 

 The bride and groom descended the stairs to the music of the Loehengrin march. 

They were unattended, the ribbon bearers, Misses Irene and Laura Shaw, preceding them 

from the foot of the stairs, one with a strand of white, the other of pink, defining the aisle 

through which the couple proceeded to the bower, where the minister awaited them.  Rev. 

Elisha Safford, pastor of the First Presbyterian church of Edwardsville, performed the 

service, which was a brief one without the ring clause. 

 Hardly had the service been concluded and the guests stepped forward to 

congratulate the happy bride and groom when a tremendous din arose outside, so 

pronounced a racket that it nearly checked conversation inside.  Investigation showed that 

it was the little people of Leclaire, who had counted Miss Edith one of their firmest 

friends.  Armed with wash boilers, oil tanks, pans and other metal utensils they were 

tendering her a serenade after their own fashion. 

 The bride never appeared more lovely than in her wedding gown. It was a simple 

Princess costume, of exquisite design, but without train or veil.  It was composed entirely 

of embroidery and lace. The bride wore a single rose in her hair and carried a bouquet of 

bride roses.  Her going away gown was a tailored one of tope, the new grey, with hat to 

match.  Mr. and Mrs. McKee departed at 9:50 for St. Louis.  Their carriage had a hard 

race down Main street to make the McKinley car, and drew up at the back platform just 

as the car was starting. Before leaving the house the couple were plentifully showered 

with rice. 

 Last evening‘s wedding was of much interest locally.  The bride has been through 

her merry nature and pleasant ways one of the most highly regarded of the younger set. 

Her presence was sought at many gatherings and she will be greatly missed. 

 Mr. McKee while still in Edwardsville left mercantile lines for the study of 

electricity, advanced rapidly in it and has been for some time known as an advanced 

expert.  He is superintendent of a department for the Bell Telephone Company in St. 

Louis and is regarded as one of their most valued men.  He and his bride went at once to 

the home they have fitted up at 5061 Garfield avenue St. Louis and will be at home to 

their friends after December 1. 



 They received many handsome presents, among which several were potable. One 

from four members of the board of supervisors and was a great surprise.  It was a 

handsome double chest of silver.  Another unique gift was from the girls of a club to 

which the bride belonged.  It was a home-made cookbook, each girl contributing a leaf 

with an original recipe in her own handwriting. 

________ 

 

 

 



1909 

New Encyclopedia of Social Reform  

by William Dwight Porter Bliss 

Published by Funk & Wagnells 

Page 706 

 

 LECLAIRE, ILL.: A cooperative village at Edwardsville, Ill., near St. Louis, Mo., 

founded in 1890 by Mr. N. O. Nelson (q.v.), the millionaire cooperator of St. Louis, for 

the employees in his factory (for making plumbers‘ supplies). 

 Leclaire differs from almost all ―model villages‖ in the extent to which Mr. 

Nelson has induced his employees to develop their own homes, rather than to depend on 

him to create a village for them.  As a true Tolstoyan, Mr. Nelson would have no 

compulsion, and not much leading. He has simply himself lived among his employees, 

conducted his own business firmly, built his own attractive and practical house, 

developed his own garden; and has shown his employees how they could go and do the 

same, out of their wages.   

Leclaire differs, too, from most model villages in that it sells its lots outright, on 

the installment plan, to the employees, and then allows the employee landowner, subject 

to a very few restrictions, to do what he will with his own.  Tho the houses are not all, 

and the place is not all, quite so artistic as it might be otherwise, it is free, and has the 

grace of freedom and variety, and lack of artificiality and stiffness.   

There are some 100 houses in all (only 12 rented, the rest belonging to 

employees).  The houses average 26 by 33 feet, on about one third of an acre.  They are 

mainly wood, and usually one story.  The rented houses rent for $10 to $13 per month, 

and the land is sold from $2 to $2.50 per front foot.  It shows that well-treated American 

workmen will do for themselves with homes and gardens, when given the opportunity.   

Cooperation has developed a club-house, bowling-alleys, billiard-rooms, tennis 

courts, school, kindergarten, industrial school, library and public hall. 

 

Note: Paragraphs, not included in the original articles, were added for ease of reading. 

________ 

 

 



April 23, 1909 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Reward for Capture of Flower Bed Despoiler 

 

WOMEN OF EDWARDSVILLE OFFER REWARD FOR CAPTURE 
OF FLOWER BED DESPOILER 
________ 

 

 The women of the Civic Improvement League in Edwardsville want to know who is 

working against their efforts to beautify and adorn the city. They want to know so badly 

that they are willing to pay good money for a clew to his identity. 

 All spring the league has been at work improving the condition of things in the city. 

Every resident was visited and urged to clean up his premises, business or residence. 

Eight rubbish wagons have been operated constantly and a wonderful change has been 

made. 

 In addition to cleaning up, they have encouraged the planting of flowers, shrubs, 

lawns and trees. It is in this particular that the blow has fallen. 

 Thursday morning cries of anguish went up from the residence of N. O. Nelson, the 

founder of Leclaire; Circuit Judge B. R. Burroughs, Charles F. Tuxhorn and others. At 

each of these places magnificent tulip beds in full bloom had been stripped. At the home 

of Judge Burroughs but two of the flowers were left. At the Nelson home some of the 

shrubbery was torn and trampled as if wantonly. 

 Even the spacious grounds of the president of the league, Mr. W. F. L. Hadley, 

suffered, her bed of narcissus being culled as if by a goat. 

 Forthwith the league went into action and Mrs. Hadley as its executive posted a 

notice that the league would pay a substantial cash reward for information as to the 

identity of the despoiler. 

________ 

 

 
June 19, 1909 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Toad Deluge at Leclaire 
 

Toad deluge at Leclaire fills town with hoppers which make 
women scream 
________ 

  

 When it doesn‘t rain rain in Leclaire it rains toads. N. O. Nelson‘s famous co-

operative city near Edwardsville just now is considering physiological, rather than 

sociological, problems. The chief one is this: 

 Can a toad that comes down in a rainfall at 10 a.m. so small as to be invisible to the 

naked eye grow to an inch in length by sundown, and hop about as lively as if it had 

taken hopping lesson at the gym? 

 Thursday evening citizens of Leclaire suddenly became aware that the town was 

alive with toads. There were thousands and thousands of them, hopping around 



everywhere. One could not walk on the lawn or the street or sidewalk without almost 

stepping on toads, which, however, hopped out of the way with surprising agility. 

 The little hoppers hopped against the shins of men and under the skirts of women, 

causing many of the latter to scream. 

 There was a heavy thundershower in the morning, but nobody observed that any 

toads were rained down at that time. Leclaire still had more toads Saturday morning than 

were necessary to a model industrial town, but they were disappearing rapidly. 

 The problem now agitating Leclaire philosophers is: What became of the toads? 

Were they drawn up into the heavens again or did they jump into the river? 
________ 

 

 

 

July 21, 1909 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Virtue in the Hennery 
 

FEMININE FOIBLE AND TRUE VIRTUE SEEN IN HENNERY 
________ 

 

Fowl With Affinity Abandons Chicks; Another Mothers Neglected Kittens 
________ 

  

 When a certain giddy and flippant hen, belonging to the wife of the R. J. W. 

Caldwell of Holy Oak road, in N. O. Nelson‘s co-operative town of Leclaire, Ill. eloped 

with a neighbor‘s rooster and abandoned her eight little chicks, her deserted mate did not 

mope in the fence corner, nor did he retaliate by acquiring another hen. The rooster, 

knowing his paternal duty, determined to look after the chicks. 

 ―Never mind,‖ he said; ―I‘ll be a mother to you. Just come under my wing.‖ 

 The little chickens cuddled under the rooster and slept snugly all night, enjoying the 

bed as much as the one mother used to make. The rooster found the position not so 

comfortable as a roost, but family duty was strong in his makeup. 

 Every night he mothers the chickens thus, and every day he busies himself in picking 

up tender little worms for the tiny mouths of his babies and in leading them to the 

prepared feed which Mrs. Caldwell provides. 

 The perfidy of the hen, which should be a co-operative fowl, living in the village 

named after the father of co-operation, is in contrast to the conduct of a hen whose home 

in south of Edwardsville, near by. Farmer J. N. Brown owns the good hen. Mr. Brown 

also owns a bad cat, which neglects her three small kittens. 

Hen Cares for Kittens 

 The kittens were born in the same manger where the hen was setting on a nest of 

eggs. When Mrs. Hen observed that Mrs. Cat had begun prowling around and staying out 

late at night and sometimes nearly all day as well, leaving her kittens to shiver in the chill 

night air, she became a co-operative fowl. 

 ―There‘s nothing very lively in these eggs,‖ she said to herself, ―but those kittens 

are already hatched and they need a mother‘s care.‖ 



 So Mrs. Hen moved over and covered the kittens. They squirmed a little too much 

for comfort at first, but the hen grew accustomed to them. Mr. Brown discovered her 

change of base and placed her on the eggs again, but she returned to the kittens and 

continued to shelter them. 

 Mrs. Cat, not entirely lost to all sense of duty, visits the kittens when they need 

nourishment. Then she resumes her gallivanting. 

________ 

 

 

 

March 21, 1910 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Changes in Leclaire Shops 

 

Changes in Leclaire 
________ 

MANY IMPROVEMENTS DECIDED UPON FOR THE SHOPS 
________ 

 

Machinery Will be Driven by Groups of Electric Motors 
________ 

 

 A radical improvement is contemplated for all of the factories of the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company at Leclaire. Experts have been looking over the mechanical 

arrangement of the various factories with the idea of operating the machinery with 

electric power. Last week a conclusion was reached which will mean the re-arrangement 

of the entire plant. 

 The current will be generated in a reconstructed power house to be installed in 

accordance with the new plans, the dynamos to be operated by a new high speed engine 

which will generate 550 horsepower. In the different shops, the machines will be grouped 

into gangs of seven or eight, and in each division a motor will be installed, of sufficient 

horsepower to operate all of the machines at one time. In this way it is figured that a 

useless waste of power can be obviated, and the cost of production cheapened, without 

recourse to the wage end. 

 All of the departments of the Nelson Company of Leclaire have been enjoying a 

fine run of business this season, and with the completion of the present plans, the 

company expects to be able to care for a much larger number of orders on a more 

satisfactory basis. Manager L. D. Lawnin stated Saturday that it was intended to 

commence on the improvements at once. 

________ 

 

 



April 5, 1911 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Yates‘ Wife Killed 
 

Woman Killed by Husband, who Declares She Fired First Shot 
________ 
 

HUSBAND ASSERTS HE KILLED WIFE IN ROW OVER WOMAN 
________ 
 

Edwardsville Slayer Declares Horsewoman Took Issue Against Him 
________ 

  

 Miss Phoebe Montgomery, an Edwardsville horsewoman, was the cause of the 

fatal quarrel which led George Yates to cut his wife‘s throat and shoot her twice, 

according to his statement Wednesday. He said he objected to his wife‘s warm friendship 

for Miss Montgomery, and that he believed the horsewoman made trouble between them. 

 Yates had a bullet wound to his forehead which, he says, his wife inflicted before 

he killed her. The Edwardsville police believe that he tried to kill himself after the 

shooting. The bullet flattened against his forehead, and the injury is not dangerous. The 

wound is powder-marked. 

Tells About a Quarrel 
 Yates told a Post-Dispatch reporter in the Edwardsville Jail that when he went 

home after voting Tuesday afternoon, his wife was out. On her return he asked her where 

she had been, and she said she had been calling on Miss Montgomery. 

 ―That made me angry, and we quarreled,‖ he said. ―She got the pistol and shot 

me. The bullet stunned me. I didn‘t know just what I was doing when I took it away from 

her and killed her. When I realized what I had done, I came to the police station and gave 

myself up.‖ 

 Yates had spent a sleepless night, pacing back and forth in his cell, and his dark 

face was haggard. He is an undersized man, with a sloping forehead and heavy jaw. 

 Miss Montgomery expressed no surprise when she was told that the quarrel was 

reported to have been about her. 

Offered to Protect Life 
 I have known Mrs. Yates for three years,‖ she said. ―She had often told me her 

married life was unhappy, and had told me several times of threats her husband made that 

he would kill her. I tried to act as her protector, and I knew that offended him. I told her if 

he threatened her to come to my home, at whatever hour of the night or day it might be. 

She knew she had a haven with me, and may have told her husband so. Mrs. Yates‘ 

character was irreproachable, but she said her husband had accused her of accepting 

attentions from other men.‖ 

 Miss Montgomery is about 35 years old. She is a woman of means, and owns 

trotting thoroughbreds, which she races at Illinois fairs. 

 Yates, seen later, confirmed Miss Montgomery‘s statement in part. He said his 

wife was guilty of misconduct with a man he would not name. 

 ―All I‘ve got to say is that I had thought he was my best friend,‖ he said. ―I had 

known about them a year, and had accused my wife, but she denied it. 



Pictures Found in Suit Case 
 An incident of the investigation into the tragedy was the discovery that two 

photographs of Mrs. Yates had been found in a suit case left by a traveling man at the 

Stenzel Hotel. The man was P. H. Beaucage, subscription solicitor for a Chicago 

newspaper. He went to Edwardsville Feb. 25, and remained there six days. 

 When Frank Hall, proprietor of the hotel, opened the suitcase left behind by 

Beaucage, he found the photographs of Mrs. Yates, but he said nothing of it until after 

she was killed. Her husband had never heard of the incident, and did not know Beaucage. 

Miss Montgomery says she never heard Mrs. Yates speak of the man, and is at a loss to 

explain how the pictures came to be in his suitcase. 

 Mrs. Yates was Miss Isabelle Darragh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 

Darragh of 4130 Parker avenue, St. Louis. They were in Kansas City when a telegram 

reached them telling of their daughter‘s death, and arrived in Edwardsville Wednesday 

morning. On their way to the Morgue to look at Mrs. Yates‘ body, Darragh fainted. 

 Jesse Yates, a brother of George, said he knew Mr. and Mrs. Yates had quarreled 

often. 

Befriended by Brother. 
 ―The trouble between them was that my brother worshipped his wife,‖ he said, 

―while she cared nothing for him. It was her indifference that led to quarrels between 

them.‖ 

 Mrs. Yates‘ throat was cut with a sharp bread knife. There was a gash across the 

throat which severed the jugular vein and a deep stab wound under the left ear. When 

Mrs. Yates was found her body lay on the bed face upward and the theory prevails that 

her throat was cut after she was shot. There were two bullet wounds in the left temple. 

Mrs. Yates had on her coat but not her hat. Either the shots or the knife wound would 

have proved fatal, physicians say. 

 The condition of the room showed that there had been a struggle, seemingly of 

considerable duration. Chairs had been overturned, and there was evidence that Yates and 

his wife had wrestled all about the room. 

Neighbors Refuse to Believe 
 When Yates told the police what he had done they refused to believe him, and 

telephoned to next door neighbors in Leclaire, a suburb of Edwardsville, where Yates 

lived. 

 ―It cannot be true,‖ they replied. ―We have heard nothing. No pistol shots have 

been fired in this neighborhood.‖ 

 When the policemen told Yates this he smiled grimly. 

 ―Here‘s the key to the house,‖ he said. ―Go and see for yourselves.‖ 

 There was something in Yates face and voice when he said this which handled the 

policemen‘s doubts, and they went to the house. 

 Mrs. Yates was 28 years old. Her husband is 31. 

________ 
 

 

 

 



May 26, 1911 

St. Louis Republic 

Fired at 65 
 

“Fired” at 65 --- On Three-Fourths Pay 
________ 

 
Manager Curtly Tells Employe of Twenty Years Younger Man Will Take 
Place. 
________ 

 
SEEMS CRUSHING BLOW 
________ 

 
Then W. H. Head is Given Advantage of Nelson Co-Operative System 
 

________ 

  

When W. H. Head, 65 years old, walked into the office of the Nelson Manufacturing 

Company plant at Edwardsville, Thursday, the timekeeper replied to the cheery salutation 

of the old man by informing him the manager, L. D. Lawnin, wished to see him 

immediately.  The pitying look with which the timekeeper accompanied the message sent 

a sudden chill to the heart of the old man.  A stern look was on Lawnin‘s face, as he 

glanced at his visitor.  

 ―Head, you are discharged.‖ He said curtly. 

 A hard lump formed in the old man‘s throat, choking back the word, he sought to 

utter.  He swallowed with an effort.  ―I don‘t --- I don‘t understand, Mr. Lawnin.‖ He 

faltered.  ―You‘re fired.‖ Spoke Lawnin, sharper than before.  ―Is that plain?  You‘re too 

old to work here any longer.‖ 

 The old man staggered under the blow, as Lawnin turned to his desk.  He seemed 

to be cluttering up the way with his useless old body, bent under the incessant toil of 20 

years of hard work.  They wanted a younger man in his place.  Dr. Osler was right, then. 

He was 65, and under the ban. 

Why He Was Turned Out 
 ―But, sir, Mr. Lawnin,‖ faltered, ―why am I being turned out?  What have I done 

to deserve such treatment?‖ 

 Lawnin turned upon him, a smile wreathing his face, as he grasped the old man‘s 

hand in one of his, and placed an arm affectionately about his shoulders. 

 ―Done?‖ he shouted, in a voice which gave the same cue to all the hands, who 

crowded into the office to watch the scene.  ―What have you done? You have done so 

much and done it so well and faithfully, that this company has decided to retire you from 

active service for the rest of your life and give you a pension of three-fourths of your 

salary.‖ 

 Then for the first time Head realized that his ―discharge‖ was but a pleasant way 

taken by the management of informing him that he had been pensioned with an income 

which will insure him against want and worry the rest of his life, and he joined in the 

general jubilation. 



 Head, in late years, has carried the mail to the office and done other light work 

about the plant.  The system of pensioning employes is one of the cooperative features of 

the Nelson plant.  R. E. Thomas was the first man pensioned, six months ago. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 2, 1911 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Alligator Found 

  
ALLIGATOR OWNER FOUND 
________ 
 

      The owner of the alligator which was found near Leclaire one day last week by 

Nelson Montgomery, has been found.  The animal escaped from the residence of Carl 

Lindbeck in Leclaire, a week or two ago, when the rains washed a part of its pen away 

and it crawled through the opening.  The alligator was the one which was on exhibition in 

the window of George Pickle‘s saloon for some time this summer and which was sent to 

this city by James Proudlove, the piano player of the Hickman-Besay Stock Company. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 9, 1911, Thursday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Charlotte Nelson Wedding 

 

Elaborate Wedding 
________ 

Miss Nelson Becomes Bride of Dr. Burroughs 
________ 

Following Reception Couple Departs for Southern Tour 

________ 

  

Miss Charlotte Nelson, daughter of N. O. Nelson of this city was united in marriage 

to Dr. Edward L. Burroughs at the Episcopal church last evening in one of the most 

elaborate church weddings of the season. Rev. Robert Evatt, of Collinsville, pastor of the 

church, conducted the services. 

 The church was beautifully decorated for the occasion, the altar being banked with 

potted ferns with huge baskets of white chrysanthemums. The bridal procession to the 

altar was a very beautifully arranged march and was carried out with the utmost ease and 

grace. First came Misses Josephine and Charlotte Lawnin as the ribbon bearers. Then 

came Lester Hadley and Webster Burroughs, followed by Mallory Burroughs and L. D. 



Lawnin. Following the groomsmen came the groom and his best man, George Burroughs. 

They were followed by the bridesmaids, Miss Winifred Hadley and Miss Rob Smith of 

Chicago, together, and Miss Maude Springer. Then followed Mrs. L. D. Lawnin, the 

matron of honor. 

 The bride and her father were preceeded down the aisle of the church by Miss 

Josephine Lawnin the flower girl. The ceremony at the altar was complete in every detail 

and very beautifully carried out. 

 Miss Charlotte Nelson, the bride, was dressed in a beautiful becoming gown of white 

satin with a long court train. The entire gown was artistically embroidered with pearls. 

The waist was of rose point lace, and the traditional full length veil was clasped with a 

wreath of orange blossoms. She carried a shower bouquet of lilies of the valley. 

 Mrs. L. D. Lawnin, matron of honor, was dressed in a gown of white satin with a 

tunic embroidered in gold and white chenille. The waist was completely draped in 

duchess lace. She wore a white plume held to the hair with a velvet and gold lace band. 

She carried a loose bouquet of Bride‘s roses. 

 Miss Rob Smith, Winifred Hadley and Maude Springer the bridesmaids were dressed 

similarly. Each was dressed in a white chiffon tunic over white satin, with long court 

trains. The gowns were embroidered with white crystal and silver trimmed with wide 

bands of lace. They wore short bridesmaid‘s veils wrapped from the back of the hair and 

held in position by strands of pearls. Each of the bridesmaids carried large bunches of 

white Bridesmaids roses. 

 The misses Lawnin, who acted as ribbon and flower girls, were each dressed in a 

dainty white gown trimmed with lace and all wore white satin sashes. 

 Mrs. N. O. Nelson, mother of the bride, was dressed in black embroidered chiffon 

over white satin. The gown was trimmed with Venetian point lace and wide bands of 

chenille embroidery. 

 The music at the church was rendered by Miss Clara Burroughs at the organ, 

William Schwarz at the violin and Elmer Schwarz on the cello. The trio played several 

very appropriate selections before the entrance of the bridal party and as the party 

proceeded down the aisle of the church after they rendered Lohengrin‘s Wedding March 

and a selection from Mendelssohn as the party left the altar.  

 Following the services at the church a reception was given at the home of the bride‘s 

parents in Leclaire. About 150 guests attended and the affair was an elaborate one. 

 The decorations of the house and especially of the dining room were beyond 

description. In the center of the table in the dining room was placed a basket of long 

stemed red Richmond roses, surrounded by smaller vases of lilies of the valley and potted 

ferns. Enormous bunches of white and long stemed chrysanthemums were placed all 

through the house and the effect was very pleasing. 

 After the reception the bride and groom departed on their wedding trip through the 

south. They did not announce the route they were going to take, but it is supposed their 

itinerary will include a number of the principal cities in the southern states. They expect 

to be away several weeks. 

 They will be home after December 15 in a cottage at 218 South Buchanan street.  

 The couple were the recipients of many beautiful presents. 

 Dr. Edward L. Burroughs has for some years been practicing dentistry in this city 

and is a man well known for his settle habits and pleasant ways. 



 Miss Charlotte Nelson is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Nelson, and is a very 

charming young lady, who has made a host of friends during the time she has resided in 

this city. Her father is the owner of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Works of 

Edwardsville and St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

November 10, 1911 

Leclaire 21
st
 Anniversary 

 

LECLAIRE RECEPTION 
________ 

 

Entertains Employes in Honor of Anniversary. 
________ 

 

Banquet will be given in St. Louis This Evening. 
________ 

 

 The Leclaire school building, ample though it is for educational purposes, was 

inadequate to accommodate more than 400 persons, large and small, who attended the 

reception and entertainment in honor of the twenty-first birthday of Leclaire.  Throughout 

the evening, prominent local men delivered addresses of congratulation, and N. O. 

Nelson, head of the large enterprise, delivered an interesting address that warmed the 

hearts of his employes, who were his guests during the evening. He said in part: 

 ―Leclaire is of age, 21 years, and has never had a policeman, a crime, a boss, or a 

divorce among its own people.  Where formerly there stood a field of 125 acres of wheat, 

there now stands a modern village of somewhat less than 100 persons, all of whom are 

loyal to their employers interests, and ambitious to improve the village that is their 

permanent home.‖ 

 During Mr. Nelson‘s address he stated many things important to the people 

located in the village.  He said there was no discrimination exercised concerning 

character, opinion of previous condition.  If an applicant wanted work the company had 

to do he got it; if a family wanted a home it got it; and no cause for regret has come from 

this wide open policy. 

 The plans to establish not only a manufacturing plant wherein each employe 

might have the actual earnings from his efforts, but also have a home if he chose, and was 

a married man, and also educational possibilities for his children, together with all ideals 

of recreation, sports and legitimate pleasures, for which Leclaire stands, has been carried 

out in every sense of the word, Mr. Nelson stated, and the efforts of the company to 

produce a model profit-sharing plan has met with unlimited success.  On the other hand, 

its employes have profited, both financially and otherwise, and are willing to swear 

allegiance to their employers. 



 Mr. Nelson‘s address was greatly appreciated by the employes and friends of the 

company who attended. 

 In addition to Mr. Nelson‘s address there were short addresses by several 

Edwardsville business men, including Attorney C. H. Burton, Attorney C. W. Terry, 

(and) J. E. Haffner, manager of the company‘s soil pipe plant in Bessemer, Ala.  Remarks 

were also made by S. F. Lloyd, R. W. Van Hyning, George Deutsch and L. D. Lawnin, of 

the local plant. 

 Following the addresses the guests were given the assembly hall, for a dance, 

which lasted several hours. Refreshments were served throughout the evening. 

 This evening, at Lippe‘s, St. Louis, the company will tender a banquet to several 

hundred guests, including managers of the various plants, head officials and customers 

from St. Louis and surrounding smaller cities.  A special car will convey about 75 

superintendents and officials, from Leclaire, and the car will pick up in Edwardsville 

about 30 guests who received invitations to attend the banquet. 

 The banquet will be in celebration of the company‘s achievements since their 

plants were established.  Prominent men will deliver addresses and the event is expected 

to be an important one in the history of their efforts, marking as it does the closing of 21 

years of successful effort during which time their employes have received a share in the 

profits of the company, as well as their customers. 

________ 

 

 

 

Monday, January 20, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Yates Trial Begins 

Yates Trial Begins 
________ 

TRAGEDY OF ELECTION DAY TO BE REHEARSED 
________ 

Defense May Endeavor to Show Insanity or Self-Defense 

________ 

  

 The principal line of defense in the trial of George Yates, charged with the killing 

of his wife, Elizabeth Yates, on April 18, 1911, will be, according to a statement made 

before the court by Col. J. J. Brenholt, attorney for the defense, that Yates was at the time 

of the killing insane, and unable to know the difference between right and wrong. 

 This fact was brought out in the motion by the defense for continuance on the 

grounds that Dr. Joseph Pogue, whom they stated would be their leading witness, was 

confined to his bed and unable to attend the trial. 

 Attorney Brenholt presented an affidavit from Dr. Pogue to show that the 

testimony of the doctor was material and a great deal depended on it. The doctor stated in 

his affidavit that he had attended George Yates since he was a boy and that he was well 



acquainted with the physical condition of the boy. He stated that George Yates was at one 

time subject to an attack of brain fever. 

 This disease left him in due time, but the results of it have been noticed in the boy 

and man since that time. Dr. Pogue further stated in his affidavit that there was no doubt 

in his mind that Yates was at the time he killed his wife, insane. The doctor has made a 

personal investigation of his case since childhood. He has made a study of the boy from a 

professional point of view to see just what symptoms would develop. 

 ―I have noticed,‖ stated Dr. Pogue, ―that at times when he is greatly excited, the 

defendant in this case loses all control of his mental faculties and does not know what he 

is doing. I know this from long personal acquaintance and observation of the man.‖ 

 Judge W. E. Hadley who is hearing the case, however, denied the motion for a 

continuance on the grounds that much of the matter contained in the affidavit from Dr. 

Pogue, whom he declared was merely an expert witness in this case, was not material. In 

fact, the judge stated that the only part of the paper which might be considered material 

was that in which the doctor stated that he personally knew that Yates was mentally 

deficient in times of great excitement. 

 The special panel of about 50 talesmen which had been called for this case was 

called this morning, and after the motion was denied, the judge ordered the selection of 

the jury. 

 The defense will possibly put up a plea of self defense in the event that the one of 

insanity is broken down. 

 States Attorney J. F. Gillham is conducting the case on behalf of the state, being 

assisted by E. B. Glass, former state‘s attorney of Madison county. Col. J. J. Brenholt of 

Alton, is conducting the case for the defense, assisted by Samuel W. McKittrick of this 

city. 

 Almost as soon as the case was called this morning, Col. Brenholt made a motion 

before the court to have Mr. Glass excluded from the trial on the grounds that he thought 

the state‘s Attorney ought to conduct the case by himself. Judge Hadley overruled this 

motion. 

 George Yates came staggering into the police station in Edwardsville on the 

evening of April 18, 1911 with a wound in his forehead. He handed the police the key to 

his home and told them that he had killed his wife and asked that they go out and attend 

to her body. He was treated by Dr. A. H. Oliver and it was found that a bullet had 

mushroomed against his forehead but had not entered the skull. 

 When the authorities entered the Yates home in Leclaire about 6:30 or 7 o‘clock 

that evening a most ghastly spectacle met their gaze. On the bed they found the lifeless 

body of Mrs. Elizabeth Yates fully dressed. In her head were two bullet holes and a knife 

stab was found on the right side of her throat. A deep cut extending almost from ear to 

ear was also found.  

 From the time of the killing until now, Yates has made no extended explanation 

of the matter further than he gave the police on that evening when he came staggering in 

covered with blood and said that he had killed his wife. The tragedy occurred in their 

own home and many of the neighbors did not know of it until an hour or so later. 

 There have of course been many theories as to the nature of the killing and the 

actions of Mr. and Mrs. Yates on that evening. Many people are of the opinion that on 

coming from his work at the National Roofing Factory where he had been employed for 



about 6 years, Yates was angered at the fact that supper was not ready. His wife just then 

came in from a call at a neighbor. A quarrel ensued. Just what happened after that is a 

mystery which will have to be solved by the present trial. The revolver from which the 

shots were fired was afterwards found to have four empty shells. There were only three 

wounds, two in his wife‘s head and one in his forehead. The other bullet missed its mark, 

traveling out through a south window, where a tiny hold marked its path. 

 At 3 o‘clock this afternoon four veniremen [jurors] were accepted by both sides 

although quite a large number had been dismissed, either by one side or the other. 

 

Note:  The above article mistakenly refers to Isabelle Yates as Elizabeth Yates 

________ 

 

 

 
 
Tuesday, January 30, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Court House Notes 

 

COURT HOUSE NOTES 
________ 
 

NEW CASES FILED, PROBATE RECORDS AND TRANSFERS 
________ 
 

Notes Gathered From The Various County Offices 
________ 
 

 The selection of the first eight jurymen to serve on the George Yates murder trial 

was made in comparatively quick time yesterday, but the choosing of the last four 

seemed to be a slow proposition. The selection of the jury started yesterday morning 

about 10:30 and by 5:20 last evening, the hour at which court adjourned, eight talesmen 

had been accepted by both the state and the defense. The last juror was accepted at 2:20 

this afternoon. 

 A curious coincidence was noted this morning. Three out of the four men in the 

last row of the jury box, who took their seats when court convened this morning were 

either divorced or separated from their wives. Needless to say these men were all excused 

from service. 

 The progress of the trial is attracting much attention and there have been a large 

number of spectators in the court room all morning in spite of the fact that the work of 

selecting a jury is rather uninteresting. 

 Mrs. Yates was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Darragh when she was six 

months old, and lived with them at their home at 4130 Carter avenue, St. Louis, for a 

number of years. After she married George Yates, who is a son of M. D. Yates, the 



couple lived for a time south of Edwardsville. Later they moved to Edwardsville and 

lived on Holyoke street in Leclaire, the place where the tragedy occurred. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Darragh are in Edwardsville at the present time attending the trial 

although they have taken no part in it. 

________ 

 

 

 
January 31, 1912 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Yates Fought With Wife 
 

YATES FOUGHT WITH WIFE BEFORE HE KILLED HER 
________ 
 

Neighbor Tells of Quarrel Couple Had Just Prior to Tragedy. 
________ 

  

 The testimony of Mrs. George Ward, a neighbor, in the trial at Edwardsville of 

George Yates for the murder of his wife April 4, 1911, stirred the crowded courtroom 

Wednesday. Mrs. Ward said that Mrs. Yates had called on her that afternoon and 

weepingly told of a quarrel with Yates because she had refused to give him her money. 

Half an hour after the visitor had returned home she was killed. 

 Mrs. Ward said that Mrs. Yates had told her that her husband demanded the 

money she had received for chickens and they had quarreled so bitterly that Mrs. Yates 

had come to the conclusion they would have to separate. Mrs. Ward advised her to go 

back home and try to patch things up. 

 On motion of an attorney for the defense, the conversation Mrs. Ward repeated 

was ordered stricken from the record, because the defendant was not present when it took 

place. Mrs. Ward is the wife of a foreman at the factory where Yates was employed. 

 Thomas Moriarty, Captain in charge of the Edwardsville Police Station the night 

of the killing, ws the first witness called Wednesday. He testified that he was at the 

station when Yates came in and called him out for a private talk. Yates told him, he said, 

that he had killed his wife, and gave him the keys to the home. He locked the man up and 

sent Lieut. Jelidka  to the house to investigate.  

 Jelidka testified Tuesday that he found Mrs. Yates‘ body on a bed, with two bullet 

holes in the head and the throat cut. Two physicians testify that any of the four wounds -- 

two from a revolver, two from a knife -- would have proved fatal. 

 A pathetic figure in the courtroom was Yates‘ father, M. D. Yates, who is 75 

years old and blind. The old man was led down the aisle, tottering feebly along beside his 

wife, who is past 70 years old. The two sat down at a table beside their son. Opposite 

them were Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Darragh, foster-parents of the slain woman. 

________ 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday, January 31, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Second Day of Evidence Taking 
 

SECOND DAY OF EVIDENCE TAKING IN THE TRIAL OF 
GEORGE YATES 
________ 

 

 Five out of the twelve jurors hearing the George Yates murder trial are farmers, 

and only one of them lives in a large community. They are as follows: Phillip Darr, a 

bartender, of Alton township; Ernest Kayser, a farmer of Ft. Russell; Samuel Gindler, a 

farmer, of Marine township; Joseph Zimmermann, a farmer, of Jarvis township; Philip 

Marti, a farmer, of Leef; Charles Heuiser, a farmer living in Pin Oak township; M. P. 

Green, a switchman, living in Venice township; Jesse Jones, an employee of the Standard 

Oil Refinery at Woodriver; John E. Long, a saloon keeper, of New Douglas township; 

John L. Schneider, an employee of the Helvetia Milk Condensary at Highland; John 

Ahlfeld, a clerk, of Olive township, and Leo Schoeck, a railroad carpenter, living in St. 

Jacob township. 

 The attorneys for both the defense and the state yesterday afternoon made their 

opening statements after the jurors selected for the trial had been sworn in, and the first of 

the witnesses for the state were put on the stand about 4 o‘clock. 

 Attorney E. B. Glass, Sr., who is assisting the state‘s attorney in the case, made 

the opening statement for the people. He first read the indictments brought against Yates 

by the grand jury. In these George Yates is charged with the killing of his wife, on the 

evening of April 4. There are several different counts in the indictment. One charges him 

with killing her by stabbing with a knife, another charges the killing of his wife by the 

use of a revolver, and another count charges both of these means as the cause of her 

death. 

 Mr. Glass in his statement did not say what he intended to prove with regards to 

actual tragedy. He however did state that the state might be expected to prove that Yates 

on the evening of April 4, came to police headquarters, called Captain Thos. Moriarity 

out and told the officer that he had killed his wife, at the same time giving him the key to 

the house and asking him to go out and see the body. 

 Col. J. J. Brenholt of Alton, made the opening statement for the defense. He stated 

to the jury that he would be able to show them by the evidence that George Yates had 

been born on a farm south of this city, and lived their(cq) until a comparatively short time 

ago. 

 Col. Brenholt said that Yates met the lady who afterwards became his wife at a 

picnic or some other place of amusement in St. Louis. The couple corresponded and he 

made a number of trips to St. Louis to visit her. 

 Later Miss Anna Kremer, as her name really was, and her foster parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Alexander Darragh, went to Seattle, Washington. Yates joined her there, and they 

were married. On coming back to Illinois and Madison county, the couple settled down 

and for a time lived a quiet life on the same farm with his father and mother. But the wife 



seemed not to be satisfied with the simple country life, the attorney said, and solicited her 

husband on many different occasions to move to town. 

 Later she went to Salt Lake City. On this trip Col. Brenholt says he will be able to 

show that Mr. Yates accompanied her to the Union station in St. Louis, and remained 

there with her until the train departed. While in Salt Lake City, Mrs. Yates and her 

husband corresponded. 

 The attorney for the defendant also stated that while Mrs. Yates was in Salt Lake 

City, she and an Edwardsville lady corresponded, and the attorney stated that he would 

show by the testimony, that the letters from Mrs. Yates to this lady, contained statements 

against her husband, as did also the ones which she received from the Edwardsville lady. 

 Latter, Mr. Yates bought a house in Leclaire, which he fitted up as comfortably as 

his means would allow, and after this little cottage was furnished, Mrs. Yates returned 

here to live with him. 

 On the evening of April 4, 1911, Col. Brenholt claims he will be able to show 

how Mr. Yates returned home from his day‘s work, about 4 o‘clock and how he told his 

wife that he was going down town to vote, as his brother Jesse Yates, was running for 

highway commissioner, and he wanted to see him get elected. It will also be shown that 

Mr. Yates asked for some money with which to pay several bills. The defense will try to 

show that Mrs. Yates took charge of the money, and that she made deposits and drew the 

money from the bank. Before Yates came up town that afternoon, the two had a quarrel 

about the Edwardsville lady with whom Mrs. Yates had been friendly. Mr. Yates wanted 

his wife to refuse to associate with this lady, and stated that he had read some of her 

letters which had been mailed to his wife. 

 ―If I had seen you reading those letters I would have killed you,‖ is a statement 

made by Mrs. Yates, which the attorney for the defendant claims he will bring out in the 

testimony. 

 Yates then came down town, voted, returned home, and did several chores around 

the house before he knew anyone was there. He heard a noise in the bed room and started 

in to the room to see what it was. As he entered the bed room he saw his wife standing in 

front of the dresser, with her coat on. At that time she was fixing her hair. Testimony will 

show that Mr. Yates asked his wife what she was doing, and that she stated, ―I am going 

to leave you.‖ 

 ―You don‘t mean that, Isabel,‖ is the reply which the defense will show was 

made, and that Mrs. Yates then said, ―Yes, I do, and if you come any closer, I will shoot 

you.‖ 

 Col. Brenholt continued, saying that he would show by the testimony that she 

picked up a revolver which was laying on the dresser, and that she fired it at her husband. 

He will try to show that she was an expert shot with a revolver, and that the one she used 

on that occasion was presented to her by her foster father. 

 Here the story of Attorney Brenholt stops. He gives no explanation of the action 

which took place in the room after that, nor does he offer to show by the testimony what 

Mr. Yates did between the time his wife made her last statement, and when he gave 

himself up to the police. 

 Following the opening statements by counsel, the witnesses for both sides were 

sworn in. The state proceeded with the examination. 



 Dr. E. Wahl was the first witness. He stated that he had examined the body after it 

had been taken to the morgue, and that he had found four wounds, two from gun shots, 

and two from a knife. Each of the wounds, he stated, was mortal. He gave the direction 

taken by the bullets after they entered the skull, about a quarter of an inch apart, at a point 

on the left side of the head, a little in front of, and on a level with the top of the ear. One 

of the bullets was found in the roof of her mouth, and the other under the right eye, both 

having entered the brain. 

 Deputy Coroner Roy A. Lowe, was the next witness placed on the stand. He 

testified that he had taken charge of the body in the evening of April 4, and that he had 

made a thorough examination of the Yates home, both on that evening and the next 

morning. He held the keys to the house during the night. He told of the position he found 

the body lying on the bed and of the wounds, also of the different blood stains found in 

the bed room. Mr. Lowe produced something which has hitherto been unheard of in the 

case, in the shape of the charred remains of what might have been a scarf and a ribbon. 

This, he stated, was found in the fire box of the kitchen stove in the Yates home on the 

morning after the tragedy occurred. Mr. Lowe‘s testimony was to the effect that the 

articles produced seemed to have been blood stained. 

 Lieutenant Joseph Jedlicka was on the stand yesterday afternoon. He told how he, 

in company with Sheriff H. Simon Henry, had entered the house that evening, with the 

keys which Mr. Yates had turned over to the police, and of the condition he found the 

house in. His testimony as to the position of Mrs.Yates with regard to the bed, and the 

room in the house, was the same as that of the other witnesses. He also testified to the 

finding of a bullet hole in the back bedroom window. 

 Testimony for the state was continued this morning and a number of witnesses 

were examined. Sheriff H. Simon Henry told of the finding of the body and of his 

examination of the Yates home on the evening of April 4. 

 Mrs, George Ward told that Mrs. Yates had visited at her home that afternoon. 

Mrs. Yates came in the back door crying and went into the sitting room still crying. She 

remained at the Ward home about 25 or 30 minutes during which time she telephoned to 

a lady friend. The court ruled that the conversation over the phone, and in the Ward 

residence, would have to be excluded. 

 Mr. Ward followed his wife on the stand and testified to the fact that Yates had 

been working under him in the National Roofing Materials plant for almost six years. He 

also testified that Mrs. Yates was in his home on the afternoon of April 4, that she was 

crying and that she used the telephone. 

 Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Yates, father and mother of George Yates, were in the court 

room for the first time this morning. Both of the couple are well along in years and the 

sight of them sitting there by the side of their boy accused of the murder of his wife is a 

very touching spectacle. 

 The father of the man accused, being totally blind, is making herculean efforts to 

hear all of the testimony of the witnesses. Old age has had its effect on both the parents 

and their hearing is impaired in some degree. 

 The members of the coroner‘s jury were examined this afternoon. At 3:30 the 

state rested and the defense commenced the examination of witnesses. Dr. A. H. Oliver 

was the first witness put on the stand in behalf of Yates, the purpose of counsel being to 

show that Yates was of unsound mind when he killed his wife. 



________ 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, February 1, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

George Yates Tells His Own Story 
 

George Yates Tells His Own Story 
________ 

 

 The most dramatic scene in the Yates murder trial was shortly before noon today. 

The defense had concluded the examination in his own behalf, ―Mrs. M. D. Yates‖ was 

called. 

 In the hush that followed the mother of the defendant groped her way to the stand. 

A tiny, little woman in black, bowed with the weight of more than three score and ten 

years, and with the sorrow that she has endured in the past half year, her face drawn with 

grief, she painfully made her way toward the stand. 

 For a moment she faltered and it looked as if her emotion might overcome her. 

States Attorney Gillham stepped forward and helped her to the chair. She was asked only 

one question and that by the defense -- ―did her son, George, have an attack of brain fever 

at the age of 12?‖ 

 ―Yes,‖ said the mother, and with the word the tears gushed out, and she wept 

unrestrainedly.  

 ―That is all,‖ said the counsel for the defense. 

 ―That is all,‖ said the counsel for the state, and she was free to resume her place 

by her husband. 

 The jury in the circuit court trying the George Yates murder case, which is in its 

fifth day today, has been confronted with a pathetic spectacle. The old and broken down 

father and mother of the accused boy who is yet in the prime of his life, have been sitting 

in the court room today and yesterday patiently and sorrowfully listening to the evidence, 

some against, and some in favor of their boy. The father, totally blind, and over seventy 

years old, sits with his hand to his ear most of the time, trying to catch every word of the 

testimony, and the aged mother, small in stature and with many gray hairs, sits at his side, 

sometimes looking lovingly at the boy who she raised from infancy, and who now is 

being tried on a charge of taking the life of another human being. 

 This morning when Mrs. Yates was placed on the witness stand and tried to tell 

about her son, there were many tears springing to the eyes of many in the court room. 

________ 

 

 George Yates was put on the stand in his own defense this morning. In his story 

of the events of April 4 he cleverly left the killing part as blank as did the attorney in the 

opening address to the jury. He followed the narrative up to the moment he started into 

his wife‘s room and then said the rest was ―a blank.‖ He told a fairly well connected story 



on direct examination, but became somewhat confused when cross-questioned. His story 

in the main follows: 

 ―I was born on a farm south of Edwardsville, which is at the present time 

occupied by my father and mother. I lived there with them until I was married. I worked 

around the farm and attended school, first in the country and later, for a time, in 

Edwardsville. 

 ―I met Miss Isabel Darragh, or Miss Emma Kremer, as I later learned her real 

name to be, at a lawn party in St. Louis. I married her in Seattle, Washington. Her foster 

father is a brick contractor and does work wherever his company succeeds in getting 

contracts. Just at that time he was working on a large brick building in Seattle, and of 

course his adopted daughter was with him. After we were married I remained in Seattle 

for about two or three weeks, when we returned to Edwardsville. 

 ―When we first came to Edwardsville, after being married, I was engaged in the 

dairy business and we made our home here for a year. At the end of the first year, after 

our marriage, I sold my dairy and became employed by the National Roofing Material 

Company. I may have worked for that company several months before we moved back to 

the farm to live. We had a little house on my father‘s farm, but apart from his residence, 

and here we remained until about six months before the tragedy. 

 ―About the latter part of July, 1910, my wife decided that she would go to Salt 

Lake City for a visit with her foster parents, who were stationed there at that time. I 

accompanied her to the Union Station in St. Louis. We had no trouble of any kind before 

my wife went to Salt Lake City. 

 ―While she was out there I bought the little house out in Leclaire and had it all 

fitted up nice for her when she returned.‖ Mr. Yates later stated that he and his wife had 

been looking at the house in Edwardsville before she went west and that she knew of the 

house. 

 ―My wife remained in Salt Lake City about two months, returning to 

Edwardsville to live the latter part of September, 1910. About two or ... was deeded over 

to me by my father, who purchased it in the first place, three months after this the house 

my money being tied up. The fact that my wife learned of this change in the title of the 

house and property on which it stood, and the added fact that a lady friend told her she 

should have had the deed made out in both our names, seemed to be the beginning of the 

trouble. After that my wife seemed dissatisfied and had the blues on frequent occasions. 

________ 

 

 ―On the morning of April 4, 1911, I went to work as usual at 7:30 in the morning. 

While at work that morning T. P. F. Reilly asked me to bring my wife to his home that 

evening and we would play cards. When I went home to dinner I asked my wife about the 

evening‘s engagement and she stated that it would be all right so far as she was 

concerned. 

 ―I left the plant a little before 4 o‘clock on April 4, as it was election day. My 

brother was a candidate and I wanted to help him with my vote. I went home at 4 o‘clock 

walked into the house and told my wife that I was going down to vote, after she had 

asked me if I was not home from work a little earlier than usual. ―Do you think that big 

brother of yours will be elected?‖ was the only statement my wife made just then. I 



changed my clothes and was just about to leave the house when I suddenly remembered 

of several feed bills that I might as well pay while I was down town. 

 ―I asked my wife for some of the chicken money. She at first refused to give it to 

me, but I reminded her that the bargain between us was to the effect that she would get all 

the money from eggs, but she would have to pay the feed bills. 

 ―She then got the money and as she threw it at me said ―Here take it. You are just 

like the rest of your family, you would take the last cent I have.‖ I took the money and 

went up town. I voted and paid the bills and stopping in the bakery shop to get a loaf of 

bread for supper. 

________ 

 

 ―When I returned to my home I did several little chores around the house, and one 

of the neighbor boys came in for two dozen eggs. I gave them to him and he told me that 

I would be paid for the eggs in the morning. I then heard a little noise in the bed room. 

That was the first time I knew anybody was in the house. I supposed it was my wife, and 

started into the bed room. When I got to the door I started to tell her about the two dozen 

eggs I had sold and that the boy would pay for them in the morning. 

 ―Don‘t bother me with your old eggs. I am going to leave here,‖ was the reply my 

wife made. I told her she did not mean that, but she said she did and further stated ―If you 

come into this room I will shoot you.‖  

 ―At the time she made that statement my wife was standing in front of the dresser 

in the bed room. She had her coat on and was apparently fixing her hair when I came in. 

After she made the last remark I started into the room and she fired. 

 ―That was the last I remember. When I next came to my senses I was leaning up 

against the dresser in front of which my wife had been standing. I looked at the bed and 

my wife was lying there, apparently dead with blood coming out of her four wounds and 

blood on the bed. My first exclamation was ‗My God, what have I done?‘ I thought of 

returning to my mother, but then after I discovered that I had a wound in my head, I knew 

that I couldn‘t do that, so I thought the best thing for me to do was to go down to the 

police station and tell what happened or as much of it as I knew. 

 ―On the way down town I saw Officer Joseph Jedlicka talking to a number of 

men. I tried to attract his attention but failed to do this so I walked on down to the 

headquarters where I called Thomas Moriarity out and told him that my wife had shot me 

and that I had shot and cut her. 

 ―He asked me about the matter and I told him all I knew. I also asked him to find 

my brother for me, which he did. Just then Joseph Kesl, a local contractor, stopped and 

asked me about some work which we had planned for April 5. Officer Moriarity told Kesl 

to let me alone as I was sick. I was then taken to the office of Dr. A. H. Oliver, where the 

bullet was taken from my head.‖  

________ 

 

 Here the story of the defendant in this murder case ended so far as the direct 

examination was concerned. 

 State‘s Attorney J. F. Gillham in conducting the cross examination, brought out 

points which were not touched on by the direct examination. In reply to questions put to 

him by the state‘s attorney, Mr. Yates stated that it was a fact that he had introduced his 



wife to the Edwardsville lady whom he had accused of causing the trouble in his home. 

However, Mr. Yates stated, that was years ago. Mr. Yates said he was not certain whether 

he did introduce his wife to the lady but he admitted that he might have done so. Yates 

also admitted that he in the company of his wife had, at least two times since they were 

married, visited at the home of this Edwardsville lady. These were business visits, he told 

the jury. 

 Yates also admitted in cross-examination that he was a race horse driver and that 

his wife had owned a race horse. This horse was given to her by George Yates himself, 

and the foster parents of the girl were opposed to her having it. Yates also seemed to be a 

little bit at a loss as to how to answer Mr. Gillham‘s questions in regard to the fact that 

his wife had control of all the money belonging to either of them. In direct examination 

he stated that she had control of it, but in the cross-examination he said that she did not 

have the money and had not drawn checks against him since she returned from her visit 

in Salt Lake City. 

 Mr. Yates also stated in cross-examination that before his wife had gone to Salt 

Lake City the Edwardsville lady mentioned many times before in the trial had been one 

of his best friends but that when he sat the letters she had written to his wife about him at 

that time, his view as to her friendship underwent a change. Mr. Yates stated in direct 

examination that in a little quarrel he told his wife he had read all those letters. Mrs. 

Yates at that time, shaking her fist in his face, said:  

 ―You dirty, low-down cur, if I had caught you reading those letters I would have 

killed you.‖ 

 Yates in cross examination however, was firm in his stand that he knew nothing 

of the happenings in the house from the time he was shot until he saw his wife lying on 

the bed bleeding and seemingly dead. 

________ 

 

 Following the accused, Mrs. Yates, his mother, was placed on the stand. She 

answered only one question. That was to the effect that when he was 12 years old, her 

son, George, had been afflicted with an attack of brain fever. It may have been the 

intention of the attorneys to ask her some other questions regarding her son, but she broke 

down completely while on the witness stand and started crying. So bitter was her sorrow 

that she was allowed to leave the stand after having answered that one question. 

 Counsel for both sides this afternoon at 3:30 announced that all of their evidence 

was in, and the court ordered a ten minute recess. In the rebuttal by the state this 

afternoon, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Darragh testified to the fact that Mrs. Yates was 

adopted by them at the age of six weeks, and that her real name was Edith Kremer.  

 Miss Phoebe Montgomery was also placed on the stand in rebuttal and testified to 

the fact that Mrs. George Yates was introduced to her by her husband in that home in 

Edwardsville in April, 1907. 

________ 
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Yates Case to Jury 
 

Yates Case to Jury 
________ 
 

MURDER TRIAL WAS ENDED AT 3 THIS AFTERNOON. 
________ 
 

Defendant Was Then Placed in the Hands of the Sheriff 
________ 
  

 More people were in the Madison county circuit court room this morning and this 

afternoon listening to the closing arguments by the attorneys for the defense and the state 

in the George Yates murder trial than have been there for years. Court attaches are of the 

opinion that there never had been a larger number of people there. 

 Almost the entire Yates family including the aged mother and father, a brother, 

James, and three sisters, Mrs. Dr. A. H. Oliver, Mrs. Suzetta Kinder of St. Louis, and 

Miss Nellie Yates, are in the court room together with Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Darragh. 

 During the arguments by Col. J. J. Brenholt for the defense this morning while the 

attorney was weaving a touching story about George Yates whom he characterized as an 

innocent and unsophisticated country boy who fell in love with a girl from the city, the 

latter not being satisfied with the quiet life on the farm, but preferring rather the hustle 

and action of the city, two of the sisters of the accused man sobbed bitterly. 

 Col. Brenholt based his argument on the theory that Yates was at the time the 

murder was committed, insane and did not know what he was doing. He pictured George 

Yates as a subject and his wife the ruler of the little home, and gave as an illustration of 

this the fact that his wife always slept on the outside of the bed, the side away from the 

wall, which position is generally occupied by the stronger mind. 

 Col. Brenholt also referred to an Edwardsville lady, a member of a prominent 

Madison county family, who has frequently been mentioned in the case, as a sorceress, 

stating that she had the power of a scorpion over Mrs. Yates and she had both of the 

couple mesmerized to such an extent that they would do anything she told them to do. 

 Following Col. Brenholt‘s talk, State‘s Attorney J. F. Gillham started on his 

closing argument for the state, the last address in the case, telling just how in his opinion 

the  murder was committed. He gave his theory of the tragedy. He assumed that Yates 

and his wife had a quarrel, and that Yates started after her, picking up the butcher knife 

and stabbing her in the neck over her right shoulder. That was, according to Mr. 

Gillham‘s statement, the only way Mr. Yates could have inflicted the stab wound unless 

he had been left-handed, and there was no evidence to show that he was. 

 Mr. Gillham mentioned the fact that the attorneys for the defense had asked 

sympathy for the aged father and mother on behalf of the defendant. He stated that 

although he had just as much respect for the mother and father of the accused as he had 

maintained for his own parents, but he further stated that sympathy should not stand in 

the way of the law. Then, too, he stated, the jury must think of the suffering of the foster 

parents of the murdered girl, the only child they ever had and the one they had raised 



from the time she was six weeks old. The feelings of the Yates family could hardly be 

more intense than those of the foster parents of the girl, he said. 

 Mr. Gillham finished his argument at 2:15 this afternoon and after the instructions 

were given the jury by the court, the case was left in their hands. 

 George Yates was placed in the custody of the sheriff for the first time since he 

was released on bond several months ago. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 3, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Yates is Given 45 Years 
 

Yates Is Given 45 Years 
________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Forty-five years in the penitentiary is the judgment assessed against George Yates 

for the murder of his young wife, Isabel Darragh Yates, in their home in Leclaire on the 

evening of April 4, 1911. The jury [voted] but once on the question of the defendant‘s 

guilt. 

 The case went to the jury at 3 o‘clock yesterday afternoon. Judge W. E. Hadley, 

the presiding jurist, had given extensive instructions, and these were first considered by 

the panel. Then they voted as to the point whether Yates was insane. This disposed of, a 

vote was taken as to whether he acted in self-defense. Thus arriving at the main issue, the 

jury voted as to whether they would take the ballot as to guilt before or after supper. As it 

was late, the supper idea prevailed. 

 Returning at 7 o‘clock, the jury took to formal ballot as to guilt after some little 

discussion as to the degree of guilt. Only a few minutes elapsed, and then Judge Hadley, 

who directed the bailiffs to reconvene court and summon the prisoner. 

 Turnkey J. J. Cahill brought Yates into the court room. The young man was 

impassive. 

  When the foreman arose and announced a verdict of guilty, Yates‘ countenance 

did not change. Nor by the flicker of an eyelash did he betray any emotion. Impassive as 

ever he returned to the jail. Being now a prisoner committed, he was given the table bath 

Jury’s Verdict in the Yates Case 
________ 

 We, the jury, find the defendant, George Yates, guilty of 

murder in manner and form as charged in the indictment and 

fix his punishment as Forty-five (45) years in the penitentiary 

and we further find that the said George Yates was Thirty-eight 

years of age, when he committed said crime 



and sent to bed. He did not offer a word of comment. His relatives were not in the court 

room at the time the verdict was returned. 

 Attorney S. W. McKittrick, who, with Col. J. J. Brenholt of Alton, conducted the 

defense, said this morning in an interview with the Intelligencer that a motion would be 

presented to the court asking for a new trial. He did not comment on the case otherwise. 

Both Mr. McKittrick and Col. Brenholt worked hard on such material as they had for 

defense, and it is generally conceded that they selected the line of defense that offered the 

best chance for success. 

________ 

 

 Col. Brenholt, in the opinion of many, made a mistake when in his argument he 

attacked so bitterly the Edwardsville lady who, through the accident of acquaintance, 

came to be mentioned frequently during the trial. It was shown by both sides that much of 

the advice she offered to the murdered girl was intended for the latter‘s own good. But in 

his argument, the colonel attempted to trace a degree of responsibility for the tragedy in 

this friendship. This did not appeal to the jury. 

 The moving appeal of the colonel, in which tears were brought to the eyes of 

dozens in the court room, also evaporated when the jurors went to their room, and they 

proceeded to sift the facts, entirely unmindful of pathos, picture and pleading. 

 They took the evidence and carefully constructed for themselves the probable 

scene in the house, the possibility of the quarrel starting in the kitchen where the bread 

knife was and where part of a loaf of bread lay on the board, the husband grabbing up the 

knife and pursuing the fleeing girl and stabbing her over her right shoulder. This 

supposition was strengthened by the belief that if the first attack had been the shooting in 

the bedroom the husband would hardly have gone out into the kitchen afterward, gotten 

the knife and returned and mutilated the body in the manner it presented when 

discovered. 

 The fact that the husband did not give the alarm in the neighborhood when he 

―came to‖ as he claimed had considerable weight with the jury. Some of them believed 

that he picked up the body of his wife from the floor where it was, tossed it on the bed, 

which would account for the loose way in which the head lay, burned the blood-stained 

rags in the stove, drew down the curtains, locked the house carefully and walked down 

town a distance of three-quarters of a mile. There is a hole in one of the window panes, 

which appears to many to be a bullet-hole, but there is no hole in the shade, and the 

shades were down when the police arrived. 

 The prosecution in the Yates case was in veteran hands, and was exceedingly 

 well handled. Prosecuting Attorney J. F. Gillham had the assistance of former States 

Attorney E. Breese Glass, a veteran prosecutor, who was retained by the parents of the 

dead girl to help with the case, and who rendered valuable assistance. His presentment of 

the evidence was clear and lucid. 

 State‘s Attorney Gilham in his closing argument yesterday afternoon made one of 

the best addresses ever heard in the court house. He occupied a difficult position, for the 

pathetic plight of the aged parents of the accused appealed to him just as much as it did to 

others in the court room. 



 Last Sunday, before the case was under way he said to a friend who mentioned 

the case: ―It hurts me to have to bring possible additional sorrow to the aged parents of 

the defendant. They are truly to be pitied, but duty is duty.‖ 

 Something of this sentiment was mentioned by the state‘s attorney when he arose 

to address the jury in closing the case. He voiced the general sorrow at the natural 

harrowing of the feelings of the parents but pointed out that justice demanded that these 

be ignored, as they could have nothing to do with the case one way or the other. Then 

with telling logic he reviewed the case step by step, following the action so clearly that it 

was literally pictured in the minds of those who heard, and carried conviction with it. 

________ 

 

 The case attracted a good deal of attention from the unusual circumstances 

connected with it. Yates, himself reported to the police that he had killed his wife. He 

said she shot him and he then killed her. He had a bullet sticking in his forehead when he 

made the report. His wife was found lying across the bed with four wounds, any one of 

which would have killed her. She had two bullets through her head, her throat had been 

cut and she had been stabbed. Yates never denied the killing, but claimed that his wife 

had shot him first and that he did not realize until afterward just what happened. Insanity 

was the defense set forth. 

 Yates was lying on his cell cot, his face buried in his hands this morning when 

Intelligencer reporters sought an interview with him. He declared he had a terrible 

headache and that he was too indisposed to talk of the sentence. He would not state, he 

said, whether his attorneys would file application for a new trial. 

 When asked what he thought of the sentences as returned by the jury, Yates 

merely remarked that ―it was long enough.‖ 

 He appeared haggard and worn, and his actions gave the impression that he had 

spent a restless night, although prisoners in cells adjoining Yates declared they heard no 

disturbance, and that they thought he had slept the most of the night. 

 

________ 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday, July 16, 1912 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary T. J. Carroll 

 

T. J. CARROLL DEAD  
________ 

 

PIONEER RESIDENT OF MADISON COUNTY PASSED AWAY.  
________ 

 

Death Caused by Dropsy After Several Months Illness  
________ 



 
 Thomas J. Carroll, a native of Madison county and a resident of Edwardsville for 

several years died at his home in Leclaire at 8 o‘clock last evening. Death was caused by 

dropsy with which disease Mr. Carroll had been suffering since last February.  He was 66 

years of age at the time of his death. 

 The funeral will be Thursday morning.  Services will be conducted at the family 

residence in Leclaire at 8:30 after which the body will be taken to the St. Mary‘s Catholic 

church, where Rev. C. A. O‘Reilly will conduct the services.  Following the services at 

the church the body will be taken overland to Marine where it will be interred. 

 Thomas J. Carroll was born in Marine township, January 25, 1846. His father 

Patrick Carroll, who was an early settler, came from Ireland to this country in 1886.  Mr. 

Carroll lived on the farm near Marine with his parents until 1875, in which year, on May 

11, he was married to Miss Caroline Dzengolewski.  After the wedding the couple moved 

to Alhambra, where Mr. Carroll continued to farm.  He was a conservative and careful 

farmer and was able to retire in 1906, when, with his family he moved to Edwardsville 

and resided on Kansas street.  The family continued to live in Edwardsville until 1910. 

 In that year Mr. Carroll returned to the farm, settling in Alhambra township where 

he was formerly located.  He came back to Edwardsville again in January of this year, 

and has been living in Leclaire since.  

 Mr. Carroll is survived by his wife and five children.  They are: Edwin C. Carroll 

of Alhambra; Mrs. C. A. Cowan, of East St. Louis; Mrs. George Pierson, of 

Edwardsville, and Thomas P. and Leo C. Carroll, both of Edwardsville.  There are no 

surviving brothers nor sisters. 

 Mr. Carroll had for many years been a member of the K. of C. order, and always 

took an active interest in any of the affairs of the body.  He was a man of friendly 

disposition and well up on all the topics of the day. His death is mourned by a great 

number of friends in Edwardsville as well as in other parts of Madison county. 

________ 

   

 
 

December, 1913 

Personal letter from N. O. Nelson 

A CHRISTMAS LETTER  

 

Note:  In December of 1913, N. O. Nelson sent this letter to his 7 month old 

granddaughter, Winifred Burroughs.  Nelson, who by this time was living in New 

Orleans, was known for his love of children.  This letter was printed in a Leclaire 

newsletter with the permission of the Madison County Historical Library. 

 

My dear Winifred, 

 A good man once said long ago that we grown folks could be fit for heaven only 

by being like little children.  I think he meant that folks know too much and want so much 

and think so far back and ahead, do so many things, have so much to wear & eat & read 

& see & say. 



 None of that troubles you.  All you did when I was there was to look at us and 

smile & eat & sleep – that’s what we all loved you so for- nothing that you said or did but 

what you were, best described as dumpling, sweetness, baby.  A big book about a big man 

and his big ideas and fusses is dry and commonplace by the side of your crib.  You care 

nothing for or against the fanciful clothes they put on you, that is grown folks folly which 

they can cure only by taking the good man’s advice.  You are you, in a slip or nothing, 

and we want to kiss you all the more.  I wish your folks would in loving kindness let you 

grow up to be always a child and they take on your ways instead of teaching you theirs. 

 Unless you become as little children you shall in no wise enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  So said the man who most grown folks say was wiser and better than any other 

man that ever lived and so your loving grandpa really and truly believes.  Most of us 

grown folks have formed so many habits entirely different from children’s ways that we 

can hardly make ourselves over.  That’s what the same good man meant by saying we 

had to be born again, start over again just like you are starting.  Even spoilt as we are, 

we (recognize) that we agree with the good man’s idea by liking children best of all and 

liking their ways more than big folk’s ways.  Most of us would rather stay home with you 

than hear President Wilson speak on Schuman-Heink.  Sing (or) rather go to a 

kindergarten Christmas show than a theatre. 

 I am going to think of you growing up always a child, without vanity or ambition, 

without conceit of knowingness, happy in loving and being loved, joyous with the 

sunshine & flowers & birds. 

 Christmas is near at hand, It celebrates the birth day of the Good Man who made 

children the pattern for all Mankind, and it celebrates childhood’s joy and faith by the 

generous myth of Santa’s joy in children’s happiness.  May you never, never cross the 

borderland between childlike simplicity and worldly wisdom. 

 Blessings on your pink toes and pink face and pink smile- 

 

        Lovingly 

        Grandpa 

 

 

 



Friday, April 10, 1914 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Secret Merkle-Piper Wedding 

 

KEPT SECRET A WEEK 
________ 

 

Edwardsville Couple Make an Announcement Today. 
________ 

 

Romance Becomes Known and They Confirm the Story to Friends 
________ 

 

 After they kept the secret of their marriage for more than six days from her 

friends and relatives, it became known today that Miss Bertha Merkle, residing at 402 

Jefferson road, Leclaire, and Clarence Piper, a well known young man of Worden had 

been married last Friday. 

 Last Thursday, April 2, Miss Merkle told her friends she was going on a visit for 

several days with Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Helton at Witt.  She did, but it came to pass that 

Mr. and Mrs. Helton played a more prominent part than that of her hosts. 

 At Worden she was met by Mr. Piper and Friday afternoon accompanied by Mr. 

and Mrs. Helton went to the Methodist church there, where the wedding ceremony was 

performed by Rev. C. W. Cox, pastor of the church. 

 After the ceremony the party went to the home of the Helton‘s where a wedding 

supper was served. They remained with Mr. and Mrs. Helton until Saturday, when they 

came home.  Mr. Piper went back to Worden, none of his friends being the wiser, and 

Mrs. Piper went back to Edwardsville and resumed her work Monday at the Jack Dimond 

shirt factory, where she is an excellent garment maker. 

 Mrs. Piper stated they had wanted the wedding kept a secret anyhow for several 

weeks until they secured a residence in Leclaire.  She will continue at the shirt factory, 

probably until fall.  Mrs. Piper is a very good tailor and her work is highly regarded at the 

shirt factory.   

 The wedding was a surprise indeed to her many friends today, who thought that 

there would probably be a wedding soon, but did not expect it to occur so soon.  The 

young couple have been close friends for some time. 

 Mr. Piper is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Piper of Worden.  He is employed at 

the Home Trade mine in Edwardsville. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

April 24, 1914 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Frank Moorman Military Service 

 



COMING AND GOING 
________ 
 
War Moves Edwardsville People in Both Directions 
________ 

 

Frank Moorman, son of Mrs. May Moormann, residing in Leclaire is in camp at Texas 

City, Texas.  He is first lieutenant in the 18
th

 Infantry of the U. S. Army.  Mr. Moormann 

has been in the army for over 14 years. 

 One year ago he was stationed in Texas City, where he has remained.  The 

infantry has had no battles with the Mexicans as yet. 

________ 

 

 

 

Monday, May 4, 1914 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Motorcycle Hits Car 

 

MOTOR STRIKES AUTO  
________ 

 

Accident at Sharp Turn at the Leclaire Shops  
________ 

 

Cycle Riders Qualify for Ringlingõs But No One is Hurt 
________ 

 

 A most fortunate collision between an auto owned and driven by Chas. Cook and 

a motor cycle owned and driven by Clem Rotter occurred about 5 o‘clock Saturday 

evening at the sharp turn at the north-east corner of the cabinet mill of the N. O. Nelson 

shops in Leclaire. 

 Rotter was scratched up a little, the motorcycle sustained considerable damage, 

the auto was not injured and no one else was hurt. 

 Mr. Cook with A. L. Brown as a passenger, was driving slowly towards Leclaire 

in his new Hudson ―Little-Six.‖ To show the slow rate of speed at which he was traveling 

Mr. Cook tells that a woman was standing near the corner reading a paper as he 

approached.  He tooted his horn. 

 The woman looked up, leisurely walked across the roadway in front of the 

machine and reached the other side before the car approached closely. 

 As the auto rounded the corner the motorcycle came north from Leclaire.  It 

struck the auto squarely in the radiator.  Glen Allen, who was riding with Rotter, together 

with the latter immediately left the motorcycle and continued their passage northward.  

Passage is the right word for they journeyed after the fashion of birds. 

 When they finally landed a good many feet from the starting point they were a 

couple of very much confused boys.  They recovered their presence of mind quickly 



however, and took an inventory to see how much damage had been done.  The 

motorcycle was not in use yesterday. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 19, 1914 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Niedermeyer-Spitze Engagement Party 

 

Entertained For Couple 
________ 

 

 Misses Josephine and C. Mabel Smith, residing at 302 Jefferson road, Leclaire, 

entertained a party of friends last evening at their home at a 7 o‘clock dinner in honor of 

Miss Esther Niedermeyer and Dr. E. C. Spitze, who will be married in June.  The dinner 

was served in five courses, and the color scheme was lavender and green. 

 A large May basket containing flowers of lavender line was the center piece.  

There were smaller baskets as favors. The guests present from out of town were Arthur 

Niedermeyer of Decatur, brother of the bride-to-be, and Dr. John K. Achenbach of St. 

Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

May 23, 1914 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Rose Party for Mr. Mullane 

Society 

______ 

Gave a Rose Party 

______ 
 

 A ―rose party‖ took place Thursday evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs. James 

Mullane in Leclaire.  It was the birthday anniversary of Mr. Mullane and the social 

gathering was in the nature of a surprise for him.  Each of the guests brought a red rose.  

Mrs. Sarah McDaid, of the Club House, was presented with a rosebud for being the oldest 

member of the party.  There were about fifty guests and they enjoyed the evening greatly.  

A banquet in four courses concluded the evening‘s festivities. 

______ 
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American Magazine, Volume 79, pp 40-41 

Excerpt from The Golden Rule of Business 

By Ida M. Tarbell 

 

excerpt from  The Golden Rule of Business 
 

The form of profit sharing which may fairly lay a certain claim to meet the 

obligation that a business incurs from long-term service is that which is paid in stock.  It 

is a device which in a degree brings the employees into the enterprise, giving them an 

investment as permanent as the business is, and whatever power in the undertaking 

stockholding gives – a power which in time, it is easy to see, might become great, if not 

controlling. 

 There are to-day a number of these stock plans, operating to the satisfaction of 

both sides to the bargain.  The one which has stood the test of time and which has 

recognized most fully that a man‘s needs are not necessarily met because he has a regular 

wage and a share of the profits into the bargain, is that of the Nelson Manufacturing 

Company, of Edwardsville, Illinois.  It is an experiment in justice, born of a face-to-face 

experience with the workings of injustice.   

 The founder of the concern was manufacturing in St. Louis in the seventies when 

the great railroad strikes tied up the country.  He weathered them, but determined that, as 

far as his business was concerned, the conditions which made war in industry inevitable 

for thinking workingmen must be avoided.  He went at the question thoroughly, adopting 

plans which, on the whole, are the most comprehensive which have been tried in this 

country for as long a period as twenty-five years. 

 Mr. Nelson began by moving his plant some fifty miles from St. Louis to the 

outskirts of Edwardsville, Illinois, and there, in 1890, started a village, called Leclaire in 

honor of the pioneer French profit sharer.  He pledged his employees at the start that, 

after paying them the current wage, giving capital a six per cent dividend, and taking care 

of sinking fund and other obligations, he would divide among them the profits in 

proportion to their wages. 

 In the twenty-five years since the plan was announced the dividend has never 

fallen below 10 per cent and has risen as high as 30 per cent.  This is not paid in money, 

but in stock.  To-day the employees of the Nelson Manufacturing Company own over one 

fourth of the concern.  In 1905 customers were admitted to a share of profits, and to-day 

the two interests own about one half of the business.  The one plant has become three – 

one in Indiana, one in Alabama, and there, also, profit sharing and other features of 

Leclaire are followed. 

 This profit sharing plan, or, as it is gradually coming to be, partnership in the 

business, with other cooperative features to which I hope to return in discussing industrial 

towns, has tied the force at Edwardsville together in a most unusual way.  There are many 

men still active on the force (in a body of about three hundred) who saw the building of 

the attractive plant and of the first house in Leclaire. 

 In 1911, Mr. Nelson celebrated the coming of age of the town (he and the officials 

live there, side by side with the men) by inviting to his house all the employees, with 



their families, who had been ten years in the plant.  The list was so big that the house 

wouldn‘t hold them, and he was obliged to raise the age limit!  In a talk at the ―coming of 

age‖ party, Mr. Nelson gave the real secret of its achievement: 

 

 We have not been ambitious to become great or rich; but we have sought to make 

business a means to independence and social life. 

 

 He gave in a few words the reason why, in his judgment, so many of the scores of 

profit sharing schemes all over the country have been followed by no better success: 

 

 The plans are usually arbitrary and coupled with restrictions.  Immediate results 

are expected, and not realized, and the motive is better business, not more equal division. 

 

 The success at Leclaire is a success of justice, not of calculation. 

 

A MAN who stays with the Nelson Manufacturing Company to the end of his working 

life, taking full advantage of its opportunities, is able to provide fairly well for his old 

age.  Suppose that for forty consecutive years he earned as average of $600, and that the 

average dividend on wages was 15 per cent.  Suppose that he keeps his stock, and as he 

goes along buys from his wages one of the tidy Leclaire houses; many men have done 

this already.  At the end of his forty years he will own stock worth $3,600.  The interest 

on this will be $216.  It is a fair provision for a man of sixty-five, but a means, of course, 

that he will be obliged to cut into his capital if he lives until he is eighty, particularly if he 

has one or two persons dependent on him.  He will leave little behind him, unless he is 

able to piece out with ―odd jobs,‖ as a man of this type in fair health undoubtedly would 

do. 

 At all events, here is a plan which gives a man of energy and thrift a chance of 

becoming and remaining measurably independent to the end of his days. 

 

Note:  Photographs of Nelson’s house and a workman’s home are included in the article 

along with the following boxed text:  “One of the secrets of the success at Leclaire is that 

the officers of the company live side by side with the men in homes which, if a little 

larger, are in no way pretentious.” 

________ 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 1915 

St. Louis Post Dispatch 

Groceries in New Orleans on N.O. Nelson Co-operative Plan 

 

49 GROCERIES IN NEW ORLEANS ON N. O. NELSON PLAN 
________ 

 



St. Louis Millionaire’s idea is to Have Stores 
 Owned by Clerks and Customers. 

________ 
 
“FOOD A PUBLIC UTILITY” 
________ 
 
Economy and Profit-Sharing Practiced  in String of Community Establishments 
________ 

 

NEW ORLEANS, Feb 13 -- Nelson O. Nelson, St. Louis millionaire manufacturer, told a 

Post-Dispatch correspondent today of the progress he had made in two years in his new 

task of trying to reorganize the political and social fabric by starting community groceries 

on the profit-sharing plan and ultimately turning the ownership of them over to the 

grocery clerks and customers. 

 This is Nelson‘s second big effort to ―give the people their dues, make poverty 

impossible and to virtually empty our prisons.‖ His first big work started about 30 years 

ago in St. Louis where every man now employed in his factories is a stockholder. 

 Speaker Champ Clark, in a speech before the Chicago Dental Society, Jan. 30 last, 

credited Nelson with ushering in a new era in the nation‘s life when he originated the 

plan of sharing profits with his employes in St. Louis and it‘s environs. 

Speaker Clarkôs Tribute 

 Speaker Clark at that time said he was fain to believe that the crowning glory of the 

philosophy, statecraft, humanitarianism and religion of the twentieth century would be to 

devise a scheme whereby every man, and woman, too, should enjoy the usufruct of his or 

her labor, and to prevent one greedy soul from monopolizing the toil and sweat and lives 

of thousands. 

 Clark said he humbly and reverently thanked God that day that the origination of 

such a glad era as he pictured was a Missourian. But he did not know that Nelson already 

was at work upon a wider plan--one that not only benefited every Nelson employe, but 

also benefited every New Orleans resident who wished to take advantage of it. 

System of Profit-Sharing. 

 Nelson, in carrying out his new task, set aside $200,000 from his personal fortune. 

He said he never expected to get one cent of this back. With this money, he began two 

years ago to establish groceries in various sections of New Orleans, until today ther are 

49 of these stores, including two meat markets. He installed a novel system of profit 

sharing and stock-taken whereby the 49 stores he has acquired here will eventually 

belong to his clerks and customers. 

 Nelson calls his idea ―The Cooperative System of Food Supply.‖ His dream is to see 

communities purchase food supplies from stores they own, and which are attended by 

clerks who also have an interest in the firms. In this way Nelson hopes to reduce greatly 

the cost of the necessaries of live and eventually equally divide the world‘s goods. 

Profits Divided With Clerks 

 In his New Orleans stores, Nelson has started a plan of giving each employe a certain 

per cent of the profits. When the books are balanced at the end of each year, 20 per cent 

of the profits is given to the employes. One-half of this amount is invested in stock for 

them. The men are graded by their salaries and given their share of the profits, half in 



money and half in stock. The remainder of the profits go into the surplus fund. Nelson 

keeps nothing for himself. 

 All customers pay cash for their goods. Stock is for sale to customers at $5 per share. 

By paying cash customers get the goods much cheaper, as cash eliminates many 

expenses. The money thus saved by customers can be invested by them in stock, which 

eventually will return dividends. 

 Nelson hopes in this way to eliminate the middleman, as the community-owned 

stores can buy direct from the manufacturer.  

 When the clerks and the customers own the stores jointly, Nelson says, the clerks 

will be more economical in handling the stock and will be frugal even in the paper bags 

and twine they use, while customers will not ask that small bundles be sent to their homes 

and will co-operate in every way to keep down expenses. 

Food Supplies a Public Utility 

 ―Food supplies, above all else, should be regarded as a public utility,‖ said Nelson. 

―It is the most important thing we have to deal with in this practical world today. I do not 

believe in people owning the stores through any arrangement with the Government, but 

by personally owning stock in them. 

 ―I believe every man is his brother‘s keeper. We should live in harmony. The Lord 

has provided amply for all and his goods should be equally provided. My system will 

help to accomplish this. If other large concerns follow in my steps, the world will soon be 

as the Lord intended it should be. 

 ―The surplus fund we have is for building more stores as the stock of the old ones is 

sold, and for caring for the employes of the establishment. If a man is sick his salary goes 

on just the same, and he is cared for. His medicine is given him and, if it is necessary, he 

is sent to another climate to recuperate. 

Customers Buying Stock. 

 ―We have social halls, where the customers and clerks meet and play. Music is 

furnished and those who wish may dance under conditions which are above reproach. 

 ―The customers are taking advantage of the chance to buy stock even faster than I 

had expected. The stock is sold only to customers in the vicinity of the store and cannot 

be transferred except to the advantage of all concerned.‖ 

Plans have been Successful 

 Nelson, when reminded of Speaker Clark‘s recent tribute to him, briefly discussed 

the progress of his original profit-sharing idea. There are now about 1000 stockholders, 

he said, in his manufacturing plants. 

 Nelson told of having conceived the idea of a co-operative system of ownership 

about 30 years ago.He started a small manufacturing plant at Leclaire, a suburb of 

Edwardsville, Ill. Every man employed in the plant was a stockholder. All prospered. 

They began widening their field of endeavor, until now they also perate factories in St. 

Louis, Noblesville, Ind., and Bessemer, Ala. Their property,nelson said, is valued at more 

than $2,000,000 of which $350,000 is owned by the workingman and the customers. The 

plants manufacture all kinds of metal fixtures, bathtubs, pipe and marble slabs. The 

workmen and customers get all the profits on the stock except 6 percent on the stock they 

donot own. 

 ―If steel, oil, powder and other trusts would adopt my plan,‖ Nelson said, ―allthe 

people would get their dues, poverty would be impossible, and our prisons would be 



practically empty. There would be no wars and the world would be an ideal place in 

which to live.‖ 

Was Born in Norway 

 Nelson is 70 years old. He was a year old when he was brought from Norway to 

America by his parents. He was reared among hard-working persons, and he always has 

been industrious. He cultivated a saving habit when he was a child, and has been thrifty 

ever since. 

 He cares little for his personal appearance. He is neat, but he is not a customer of 

pressing shops. His coat and trousers have not been creased since the creases that were in 

them when he bought them wore out. His spectacles have steel rims and he appears to be 

the owner of a small country store rather than the founder of 49 co-operative groceries in 

one city and one of the biggest manufacturers in St. Louis. He divides his time between 

St. Louis and New Orleans, but mostly has made his home here since starting the 

groceries.  

________ 

 

 

 

March 26, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fighting Flies in Leclaire 
 

 

SWAT FLY IS URGED 
______ 
 

NELSON COMPANY SENDS OUT FLYERS TO RESIDENTS 
______ 
 
Urges Necessity of General Cleanup At the Present Time. 
______ 
 
    Safety first has a new meaning in Leclaire, just at present.  It means right now, ―swat 

the fly early.‖  One fly swatted in April prevents a thousand in May and a million in June 

and so on.  The exact numerical count may be a trifle off, probably is too low, but the 

general idea is absolutely correct. 

    Residents of Leclaire are being urged in circulars sent out by the N. O. Nelson 

Company to swat the fly right now.  The many advantages of doing this early are pointed 

out, and the hope is expressed that by this and other good measures Leclaire may be kept 

largely free from the pests this summer.  The Nelson Company also has a large quantity 

of literature on the subject which will be given general distribution. 

    According to L. D. Lawnin, secretary of the company, Thursday and Friday of next 

week, April 2 and 3, have been set aside as clean-up days in Leclaire.  On those days a 

concerted effort will be made to get rid of anything unlovely.  Leclaire always presents an 



enviable spectacle of cleanliness, so the need there is not so great as in many places, but 

just the same residents are going to work together for the general good. 

     The company will co-operate with men and teams and it is figured that by Saturday 

evening of next week Leclaire will be scoured and brushed and polished in a way to 

provoke admiration.   

    Mr. Lawnin is directing particular attention to refuse containers.  It is urged that 

barrels, boxes or cans in which garbage is placed should have metal covers extending 

several inches down, all around, as being beneficial in preventing (the) spread of insects.  

Those who own livestock are urged to handle the manure piles at least once a week, 

seeing that the sun has a chance to kill the germs.  Flies develop in eight days in an 

untouched manure heap, it has been demonstrated. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

April 23, 1915, Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Girls Club at Leclaire 
 

GIRLS WILL BE HERE 
________ 
 

Twenty-Five From St. Louis Will Rusticate 
________ 
 

Club House in Leclaire is Now Being Fitted Up 
________ 
  

 The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company of Leclaire will organize a girl‘s club 

this summer, so that girls in the St. Louis office of the company may enjoy their summer 

vacations here in the country. 

 There are twenty-five girls employed in the St. Louis office, most of them being 

stenographers.  These girls are given two weeks vacation every summer, and many are 

desirous of spending the vacation in the country, enjoying the boating, tennis courts, 

basket picnics and like diversions. 

 The Nelson company is making arrangements to provide a club house for these 

girls in Leclaire.  A seven room residence owned by the company in Park Place will be 

used as the club house.  The residence is opposite the Leclaire campus and a pretty view 

of the __sward is gotten from the front veranda. 

 L. D. Lawnin, general manager of the local office, said today that the club would 

be called the Girls Outing Club.  The residence will be fitted up for the convenience of 

the girls and a housekeeper will be employed. 

 The girls will be allowed to stay for two weeks at a time, and can bring their 

families and friends with them if they wish.  They will be charged a small sum of money 

for board to cover the expenses of operating the club rooms. 



 The girls will probably have tennis tournaments and swimming matches.  A 

woman‘s bath house is being constructed at the southern end of Leclaire Lake, where the 

water is shallow. 

 The club rooms will be opened about the first part of June, and will remain open 

until late September.  The proposition of the club, when told to the St. Louis girls, was 

met with enthusiastic comment. 

________ 

 

 

 

April 23, 1915  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Co-operative Store Dividends 
 

Co-Operative Store Declares Dividends 
________ 

 

 Dividends to stockholders and customers of the Leclaire Co-Operative store, for 

the quarter ending March 31, were paid last night at a social given at the Leclaire school 

house.  There were over 350 persons present at the social and $600 was paid out in 

dividends. 

 Eight per cent was paid on purchases to stockholders and four per cent was paid 

to other customers.  There was an increase of $300 in dividends for this quarter, over for 

the same quarter in 1914. 

 After the dividends were paid, music was enjoyed and refreshments were served. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Monday, June 14, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Ariadne Worthington Lawnin (Mother of L. D. Lawnin) 

 

SINCERELY MOURNED 
________ 

 

Sable Angel Calls Name of Mrs. Adriane Lawnin. 
________ 

 

Passed Quietly Away Yesterday After Paralytic Attack. 
________ 

 



 Mrs. Adriane Worthington Lawnin died at 5:43 o‘clock Sunday morning at the 

home of Dr. S. T. Robinson at 147 North Kansas street.  Her death was caused by a 

paralytic stroke which she sustained two weeks ago. 

 Mrs. Lawnin became paralyzed on the night of Friday, May 29, at 11 o‘clock.  

The entire left side was affected.  For a number of days her condition was very serious, 

but the early part of last week she began to improve. 

 Yesterday morning her condition became very grave again and during the night 

she lapsed into a state of unconsciousness.  Members of her family then knew that the 

end was near.  All were present at her bedside when she was called away. 

 Mrs. Lawnin was a kind hearted and affectionate lady and her sympathetic and 

generous nature won for her many friends.  Her demise was learned of with sincere regret 

by all. 

 The funeral will be held on Tuesday. There will be services at the home of her 

son, L. D. Lawnin, at 311 Jefferson road, Tuesday morning at 9:45 o‘clock.  Rev. Willis 

M. Cleaveland, of Collinsville, rector of St. Andrew‘s Episcopal church here, will 

officiate. 

 The body will be taken to St. Louis, where services will be held in the afternoon 

at 2 o‘clock at the Church of the Holy Communion, at Twenty-eighth and Washington 

avenue. Interment will be in Bellefontaine cemetery. 

 Mrs. Lawnin was born November 8, 1840, and died June 13, 1915.  Her 

birthplace was in St. Louis county, on a large farm which now compromises the premises 

of Creve Cour Lake. 

 Her parents were Mr. and Mrs. Albert Worthington, of a prominent family of St. 

Louis county.  Her mother was before her marriage Miss Sappington. 

 In 1859 Mrs. Lawnin removed to St. Louis with her parents, where she remained 

until three years ago when she came to Edwardsville.  She was married in August 1861, 

at St. Louis to Joseph Lawnin who came from Quebec, Canada.  About 12 years ago, 

while visiting in Edwardsville, Mr. Lawnin suffered a paralytic stroke.  He died in 1908 

at St. Louis. 

 Mrs. Lawnin is survived by two sons.  They are L. D. Lawnin of Edwardsville, 

secretary of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., and Albert Lawnin of St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 19, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Two Hurt in Leclaire Lake Accident 

 

TWO HURT BY SLAB 
________ 

 

 The first accidents to bathers at Leclaire lake this season occurred yesterday when 

two swimmers were hurt at 1 o‘clock. 



 Edward Long sustained a very severe scalp injury yesterday afternoon at the lake 

when he struck his head on a marble slab about two feet under water. 

 Long ran the full length of the beach and dived into the water. The marble slab is 

near the point at the girl‘s bathhouse and is used as a stepping off stone. Long misjudged 

the distance and thought he could clear the slab, but instead his forehead just grazed the 

end of it. 

 He came up out of the water immediately and staggered to the beach. A gash was 

cut in his forehead and a considerable part of the skin on his head was scraped off. 

 Long appeared alright, but members of the swimming party took him to town. 

When he reached the barber shop of Edward Hanser where many of the boys deposit their 

suits, he fainted. He was revived by his companions and was given medical treatment. 

 George Dillon dove from the beach immediately after Long, and cut his right arm 

on the marble slab.  A deep long gash was cut in his arm. 

________ 

 

 

 

  

Saturday, July 3, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Death of Louis C. Gaby 
 

DIES ON HIS PORCH 
________ 
 

LOUIS C. GABY EXPIRES AT HIS HOME IN LECLAIRE 
________ 

 
Was Found Within a Few Minutes by His Sister 
________ 
 

 Fifteen minutes after he had walked out on his front porch, Louis C. Gaby, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Gaby, Sr., of 1113 Troy road, was found dead on the porch, at 10 

o‘clock this morning by his sister, Mrs. Erma Taulbee. 

 Mr. Gaby had been suffering from tuberculosis contracted last February, when he 

caught cold in his lungs. During the latter part of February he was compelled to resign his 

position as assistant mining engineer of the Madison Coal Company. 

 On February 7, he departed for Arizona for his health, where he remained until 

the latter part of April returning then to Edwardsville. 

 During the past week, he had been feeling better, and his appearance sh(owed) 

much improvement. 

 This morning at 9:45 he was sitting at a chair in his home when his mother passed 

through the room and spoke to him. Fifteen minutes she passed through the room, and 

saw he was not there. 

 She asked her daughter, Mrs. Taulbee, where the young man had gone. Mrs. 

Taulbee went out on the front porch and found her brother was dead. 



 The young man‘s father (who) is a traveling salesman, is at present traveling in 

Wisconsin. A telegram was sent to Madison, Wis., and also to the firm where Mr. Gaby 

is employed. He is expected to return tomorrow. 

 No arrangements have been made for the funeral, but Mrs. Gaby stated today that 

burial would be at Litchfield, probably on Monday.  Coroner J. Morgan Sims, of 

Collinsville, is conducting an inquest into the death this afternoon.  

 Louis was an industrious young man, and was well educated. His good nature 

won for him many life long friends. He was born December, 7, 1886, at Decatur. At the 

age of eight months he was brought by the family to Litchfield, where he resided until 

two years ago when the family removed to Edwardsville. 

 He was a student at the University of Illinois for three years and graduated from 

Midland College at Akchison, Kansas.  He has been employed by the Madison Coal 

Corporation  for the past seven years. 

 Louis is survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Gaby and two sisters and 

one brother. The sisters are Mrs. Erma Taulbee of Edwardsville and Mrs. George 

McCord of Springfield, Ohio.  The brother, John Gaby, Jr. resides at Kellogg, Idaho. 

 The young man was a member of the Crescent Club of Litchfield, and his death is 

the first break in its ranks.  Much interest was manifested today in his demise by is 

Friends in Litchfield, and the Intelligencer received several long distance telephone 

queries from there. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Joseph Wood Saves Drowning Victim 

 

PREVENTS DROWNING 
________ 
 

JOSEPH WOOD RESPONDS TO A CALL AT THE LAKE 
________ 
 
Cramps Causes Trouble for New Student in Swimming. 
________ 

 

 What might have ended in a double tragedy in drowning, was prevented last night 

by the quick rescue work of Joseph Wood, of St. Louis, a marble setter employed on the 

construction work of the new court house, who is at present making his home in this city. 

He saved Otis Metzger of 438 Hillsboro road and Robert Kunz of North Kansas street, 

from drowning in Leclaire lake last night at 8:30 o‘clock while a crowd of a half a 

hundred persons witnessed the rescue. 

 There was a large number of bathers in the lake last evening.  Some were expert 

swimmers, some beginners who could not swim at all, but were seeking the water to 

avoid the hot night. 



 Otis Metzger had gone to the pond with a number of companions and was 

enjoying the cool water of the lake.  He but recently learned the art of swimming and 

when the crowd became too thick near the shore, he went out into deep water. 

 He had hardly reached deep water when he was caught with a severe cramp in his 

right foot and leg.  He attempted to swim toward the shore but could not.  He went down 

once and when he came up gave a yell for help. 

 Robert Kunz who was swimming in the middle of the lake heard his cry as he 

went down for a second time. He hurried to his assistance, and when Metzger came up 

caught hold of him. 

 Metzger grappled with him and in the fright which comes to a drowning person, 

he exerted all of his strength in pulling Kunz under the water.  This was the third time for 

Metzger to go down. 

 Kunz then tried to release himself from Metzger‘s grasp, but Metzger held on. 

Other bathers had hurried toward the place where they went down. Wood was the first to 

arrive, and when they came up to the top of the water, he grabbed them and pulled Kunz 

from Metzger‘s grasp. 

 He then caught hold of Metzger and towed him to shore. Metzger was in a daze, 

but was soon revived.  He was able to walk home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, July 29, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Working Girls Vacation in Leclaire 

 

JUST LIKE A HOME 
________ 
 

GIRLS AT LECLAIRE HAVE A PLEASANT ENVIRONMENT. 
________ 
 
Fresh Air Outing For St. Louisans Pleases Visitors. 
________ 

 

 The third delegation of St. Louis working girls is this week enjoying the outing at 

Leclaire, provided by the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Company.  There are six in the present 

party, some of them telephone girls.  Last week there were eight.  The change is made 

each Saturday evening, and as the last week‘s party lingered until late Saturday evening, 

several hours after the arrival of those who were to replace them, there were fourteen at 

supper that evening, the largest gathering so far, and a very merry one. 

 There have been no unpleasant incidents thus far, although last week it seemed 

possible that one might develop.  An appeal was made to the Edwardsville police by Mrs. 

Nellie Saylor, matron in charge. The girls had been to a picture show down town, 



chaperoned by Mrs. Saylor, and on the way home passed half a dozen young men, who 

lined up along the sidewalk and attempted to attract the attention of the girls. 

 They then followed the feminine contingent out to Leclaire and drew up in 

company front opposite the house.  Shortly after, Mrs. Saylor thought she detected a man 

peeping in at a window, and deemed it wise to notify the police.  Capt. Fred Betzold went 

out and found the coast clear.  No further trouble has developed since. 

 The humorous feature about the roundabout methods of trying to attract the girls‘ 

attention is that it is unnecessary.  No more restrictions are thrown about the St. Louisans 

in the club house at Leclaire than are in their own homes. It is the endeavor of Mrs. 

Saylor, who came here from Athens, Ga., to have charge of the establishment, to make 

their visits as homelike as possible.  

 ―No objections whatever are made to young men calling on the girls,‖ said Mrs. 

Saylor this morning. ―They are entirely welcome to do so, and to visit with them here or 

to invite them to walk or drive.  But we do not want the girls enticed away to meet men 

elsewhere.  I found a little while ago that some married men were endeavoring to have 

the girls meet them out in the city, and we of course frowned on this.  But otherwise the 

girls are free to go and come as they will, as unrestricted as they would be in their own 

homes. We like to have visits terminated by 10:30 p. m., as a rule, but there is no iron-

clad decision even on that. We are glad to have the girls make the acquaintance of nice 

boys, and we want them to feel free to enjoy themselves as they would if this were their 

permanent home.‖ 

 That the girls are delighted with their visit is shown by the expressions of each 

delegation as its members leave for the city. They have boated, fished, swum, walked, 

driven and otherwise enjoyed themselves.  The eight who departed last Saturday night 

made Mrs. Saylor a surprise present when they left, to express their appreciation of her 

pleasant chaperonage. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, August 24, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Movie to be Made at Leclaire Lake 

 

WEDDING TOMORROW 
________ 
 

DOROTHY BROWN AND HAROLD BOESCHENSTEIN 
________ 
 
It is a “Reel” Affair too, In Every Respect. 
________ 

 



 Miss Dorothy Brown will be married at her home on Hillsboro avenue tomorrow 

afternoon at 3 o‘clock.  The groom will be Harold Boeschenstein. Just one hour after the 

ceremony has been performed, Miss Brown will almost drown in Leclaire lake when the 

boat in which she is to be riding will overturn.  She will be rescued by Mr. 

Boeschenstein. 

 The funny thing about it is that the thrilling rescue, planned for an hour after the 

wedding, will mark the inception of the romance which is to culminate in the wedding.  

Yes, that‘s right.  The romance will start after the wedding has taken place. 

 But it‘s a mock wedding and a mock near-drowning, staged for the movies and 

everything will appear in regular order in the two reels which are to be shown at the Gem 

theatre two days next week. 

 The reels are to be made under the auspices of the Bon Feature Company of 

Springfield.  D. M. Prim will be in charge of the camera and the pictures are to be made 

at the direction of W. M. Doake. 

 The personnel of the bridal party was announced this afternoon.  The bridesmaid 

will be Miss Christine Bickelhaupt. Elmer E. Jones, the court reporter, is the groomsman.  

The flower girls will be Misses Josephine McAlister and Josephine Burroughs. The ring-

bearer is Joseph Blackmore.  J. A. Seipker, manager of the Gem theatre, is to officiate at 

the wedding as minister. 

 The ceremony will be performed on the lawn at the Brown residence and the 

general public will be allowed to stand to the rear and at the sides of the camera to 

witness the event. 

 The accident at Leclaire lake will likewise be one in which the public may 

participate as spectators.  Miss Brown will be seen on the lake with a gentleman friend.  

The boat overturns. The man in the boat will not attempt to rescue his fair companion.  

Then Mr. Boeschenstein comes to her assistance. 

 It‘s going to be a real rescue and the participants will get wet.  No camera faking 

will go.  The boat does turn over and the occupants do fall into the water.  Leclaire lake is 

twenty feet deep in places. 

 The reels to be taken tomorrow will also show the couple‘s honeymoon trip on the 

Illinois Traction System and will show them touring the Edwardsville business houses. 

 The scenes to be taken tomorrow morning will also include many other points of 

interest in the city.  The fire department will make a special run for the pictures tomorrow 

morning.  The bridal party‘s shopping scenes are to be taken in the morning. 

 At Galesburg and Jacksonville the taking of the reels of local motion pictures was 

the occasion for much comment. Immense crowds turned out to see the wedding and the 

rescue. 

 A score of prominent Edwardsville business men who are interested in the taking 

of a series of motion pictures showing Edwardsville views exclusively, assembled at the 

Gem theatre yesterday afternoon to see a similar series of pictures recently taken at 

Jacksonville. 

 The pictures shown were clear and the features of persons on the streets were 

easily recognized.  The buildings were plain and the street views excellent. 

 The two reels shown were entitled ―A Jacksonville Romance.‖ A Jacksonville girl 

was the heroine and a Jacksonville man the hero.  Their meeting was depicted and the 

romance followed to its culmination.  



 The hero proved a real hero by rescuing a baby from an automobile which has 

become defective in the steering apparatus.  The hero went to the hospital and the girl in 

the case was a daily visitor there. 

 The wedding followed in the natural order of things. The ceremony was 

performed at one of Jacksonville‘s leading inns and then the couple started on their 

honeymoon. 

 Jacksonville still claimed their attention and they made the rounds of the business 

houses purchasing supplies for their household use. 

 A scene labeled ―Three years later,‖ gave the picture of a two-year old child 

sitting out in the couple‘s front yard.  The two reels also included views of the public 

buildings at Jacksonville, views of the city officials in action and many other interesting 

features which appealed to the picture man and are not noticed by home-folks until they 

are pointed out. 

 Similar scenes will be seen in the Edwardsville reels.  There will also be a mock 

wedding here and the couple will make its trip around the city.  The bride in the pictures 

will be an Edwardsville girl, well known to society and the groom will be equally 

prominent. 

 This practice of viewing the home town at home in the movies is being quite 

general.  Staunton did it and many of the other cities north of here have watched 

themselves on the screen.  The date for the Edwardsville production is to be announced. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 26, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Edwardsville Movie Filmed 

 

BENEATH THE WAVE 
________ 
 

LOCAL YOUNG LADY PLUNGES INTO LECLAIRE LAKE. 
________ 
 
She is Promptly Rescued While the Film Machine Revolves. 
________ 

 

 The ―reel‖ marriage of Miss Dorothy Brown and Harold Boeschenstein took place 

yesterday afternoon at 4 o‘clock at the bride‘s home at 637 Hillsboro avenue.  There were 

invited guests, but more uninvited guests swarmed the lawn of the Brown home, where 

the wedding took place. 

 Members of the Thursday Evening Dancing Club were invited and attended the 

wedding, the men being in dress suits and the young ladies in wedding dresses or party 

gowns. 



 The marriage was a scene in moving pictures which was made by the Bon Feature 

Film Company of Springfield. 

 Two scenes were taken at the Brown home, one of the marriage and another of the 

guests who were invited.  Almost a hundred persons were at the Brown home long before 

the fake ceremony to witness it. 

 The scene was in front of the porch on the lawn, where a large rug was laid.  The 

ring bearer, Joseph Blackmore, was the first of the bridal party to follow the officiating 

―pastor,‖ Robert Seipker, across the porch and down the steps. 

 Next came the flower girls, Josephine Burroughs and Josephine McAlister, who 

were dressed in white with shoes and stockings to match and carried bouquets of bridal 

flowers. 

 Following them came the groom, accompanied by his groomsman, Elmer Jones.  

Both were attired in full dress suits.  They were followed by the bride, attended by her 

bridesmaid, Miss Christine Bickelhaupt. 

 The bride was prettily attired in a white satin dress, trimmed with lace.  It was 

Mrs. R. J. George‘s wedding gown.  She wore a full length veil and carried (a) white 

bridal bouquet. 

 The bridesmaid wore a pretty white satin dress and carried pink flowers. 

 At 5 o‘clock the bride almost ―drowned‖ in Leclaire lake, which was the romance 

which led to the previous marriage.   

 Almost 800 persons lined the lake shores on both sides to see the catastrophe. 

 Miss Brown was boat riding with Andrew Foehrkalb, motion picture operator at 

the Gem theatre.  When the boat was in about eight feet of water, she insisted that he let 

her row.  When they were changing seats, the boat capsized and threw them both into the 

water. 

 Foehrkalb, according to the play, thought only of saving himself and started to 

swim to shore, leaving the unfortunate lady struggling in the water.  On the lake shore 

stood Mr. Boeschenstein, watching the procedure. 

 When he saw Mr. Foehrkalb abandon the young lady, he quickly threw off his 

coat and made a graceful dive into the cold waters of the lake, and after a short struggle 

brought the young lady to shore. 

 He picked her up in his arms and carried her up on the shore, where she pretended 

she had fainted.  After a few minutes she was revived and the scene ended. 

 The picture will appear at the Gem theatre on Thursday of next week. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 28, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Near Drowning 
 

HAD NARROW ESCAPE 
________ 

 

Small Lad Tumbles in the Leclaire Reservoir 
________ 



 

Revived After Ten Minutes By the Plant Fireman 
________ 

 

 The big eight-foot reservoir of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing plant, at the rear 

of the boiler room, which has stood for years without accidents occurring there, almost 

claimed its first drowning victim this morning at 8 o‘clock when Wolford Kase, aged 5, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Kase, of Longfellow avenue, fell in. 

 The boy was rescued by Frank Baeser, fireman at the plant, who was told of the 

accident by companions of the young lad that their playmate had tumbled into the water. 

It took ten minutes for Mr. Baeser to revive the boy.  He was just going to revive the boy 

to call a physician when the boy regained consciousness.  

 Young Kase and four other companions were playing near the reservoir this 

morning.  Around the water‘s edge there is an iron picket fence, built to keep boys out of 

the water. 

 As they were all climbing over the fence, the Kase boy slipped and his trouser‘s 

leg caught in a picket.  In trying to extricate his trouser leg from the sharp iron picket, he 

lost his balance and tumbled into the water. 

 His companions became frightened when they saw the boy go down into the 

water and ran into the boiler room and summoned Mr. Baeser.  When he arrived at the 

reservoir the lad was going down for the third time.  Baeser vaulted over the fence and 

stooping on the edge of the reservoir reached out and clutched the boy‘s hand which was 

the only part of his body above the water. 

 He pulled the boy to safety and took him out on the Leclaire campus lawn where 

he laid him down and administered first aid. 

 By working the lad‘s arms back and forth, he managed to get the water out of his 

lungs and after ten minutes the boy was revived. 

 The boys then went over and sat on the Leclaire school house steps, where the 

other boys tried to persuade the Kase boy to go home.  But fearing that he might get a 

scolding, he stood on the steps until his clothes were perfectly dried out and then went 

home. 

 He did not tell this misfortune to his parents, who are probably still unaware of 

the accident. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 21, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

South American Contract 
 

LANDS BIG CONTRACT 

________ 
 

South American Trade Comes to Edwardsville 
________ 



 
N. O. Nelson Company of Leclaire Profits By Recent Visit. 
________ 
 

 Results of the recent visit to Edwardsville and St. Louis of three prominent South 

American men were seen this morning when it was learned that the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company had secured contracts to furnish large supplies of plumbing 

accessories which will be manufactured in the Leclaire shops of the company.  The St. 

Louis Republic this morning tells of the ordering in the following: 

 ―A substantial purchase of plumbing supplies manufactured in St. Louis and 

vicinity has been made by three citizens of Buenos Aires, who stopped in St. Louis 

recently on a tour of the United States. 

 ―Officials of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company yesterday confirmed a 

report of the transaction, but would not tell the amount involved, which is said to be 

about $20,000. 

 ―Although a large shipment of St. Louis-made goods is en route to Argentina, 

officials of the Nelson concern regard it rather as a sample shipment from which 

important results may be expected in the future. 

 ―The purchasers were Pablo Carabelli, Bartolome M. Rafio, and Claudio 

Cassullo.  The two former are architects and contractors, it being the custom in Buenos 

Aires for the architect of a building to have the contract for its erection also. 

 ―The architect frequently buys all the materials used in putting up the building, 

and the visitor to St. Louis is wanted to become acquainted with a good line of sanitary 

supplies. 

 ―The three men landed in New York and visited Pittsburgh and Chicago, after 

which they went to the Panama-Pacific Exposition at San Francisco.  They then went to 

St. Louis, and had intended to inspect other markets as well, but after their stay here 

decided it would not be necessary. 

 ―The visitors were taken through the N. O. Nelson factory at Edwardsville by L. 

D. Lawnin, vice-president of the company and through the St. Louis factory by J. S. 

Malone, sales manager.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 22, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Burglary 
 

BURGLAR MAKES HAUL 
________ 
 

RESIDENCE LOOTED WHILE THE FAMILY IS ABSENT 
________ 
 



Gains Entrance Through Back Door of Leclaire Home 
________ 
 

 Little did Mr. and Mrs. William J. Held and family of 816 Troy road, suspect 

yesterday when they carefully locked their house and boarded a car for St. Louis, that 

they were being watched by a burglar, who late yesterday afternoon entered and robbed 

their residence, taking articles of clothing and the like valued at over $100. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Held and family went to St. Louis to visit friends. While they were 

preparing to go the burglar watched them from across the street and after they boarded 

the car he went to their house where he tried the front door. 

 They had securely locked all the doors and windows, making chances for entrance 

impossible without tools. But the burglar had a small chisel, and with this he carefully 

removed the glass from the back door, and reaching in, unlocked the door. 

 He ransacked the house going into every room, looking for articles which he 

might take. In Mr. Held‘s room he changed his soiled clothing and muddy shoes for Mr. 

Held‘s choice gray suit and tan shoes. He changed throughout and left his own clothing 

lying on the floor. 

 He then filled a suit case full of articles and departed by the same way he had 

entered. When the Held family returned home at 7 o‘clock last evening they discovered 

the back door minus the window pane and standing half open. 

 Further investigation revealed the house had been robbed.  Mr. Held notified the 

police and they immediately got on the job. 

 In the meantime the burglar had secured lodging at the Broadway house and after 

placing his booty in his room, he sallied forth out to the street to view the city‘s night life. 

 He didn‘t go very far, for the eye of the law was soon upon him, and in a short 

time Chief of Police Wm. F. Coultas and Night Captain Fred Petzold had him under 

arrest. 

 The articles stolen from the Held residence were found in his room and on his 

person. Among the articles stolen were two pair of shoes, one rain coat, three suits, one 

dozen pair of socks, nine shirts, one pair kid gloves, one pair gauntlets, one clothes brush, 

six neckties, one gold watch, valued at $15, one ring, one camera, valued at $10, three 

razors and one coat hanger. 

 The man gave his name as Charles Scheffler, formerly of New York, present 

address ―nowhere.‖ He will be given a hearing on a charge of burglary and larceny this 

afternoon before Justice of the Peace James B. Dale. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 12, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Buhrman-Votrain Wedding in Leclaire 
 

WED LAST EVENING 
________ 



 

Miss Nora Buhrman is Bride of Louis Votrain. 
________ 

 

Ceremony Performed in Leclaire By Episcopal Rector. 
________ 

 

 A pretty home wedding took place last evening when Louis Votrain of Sherman 

avenue and Miss Nora Buhrman, aged 19 years of Kaufman, were married at the home of 

the groom‘s sister, Mrs. Frank Rotter, at 953 Hale avenue. 

 The marriage was entirely kept secret from friends of the young couple, who 

supposed that an engagement existed although no formal announcement was made.  

Friends were indeed surprised today when they learned of the marriage, as only relatives 

and a few immediate friends were present at the ceremony. 

 The ceremony was performed a 7:45 o‘clock in the parlor of the Rotter home.  

Rev. Willis M. Cleaveland, of Collinsville, rector of St. Andrerw‘s Episcopal church here 

officiated.  The Rotter home was decorated beautifully for the occasion in white.  Flowers 

filled vases in the corners of the room, and a large vase filled with white roses was the 

center piece on the table. 

 The attendants were Lester Votrain, brother of the groom and Miss Ida Bloemke.  

The bride was neatly attired in a tailored blue suit with hat to match.  The bridesmaid was 

attired like the bride.  Both carried a bouquet of white roses. 

 The happy couple will reside with the groom‘s parents on Sherman avenue.  He is 

a coal miner and is well known in Leclaire.  The bride is an orphan and was formerly 

employed at the home of J. N. Brown on West street. 

 The romance began a year and a half ago, when the two met at a party at the 

Rotter home.  Since then the two have been seen much in company with each other.  The 

bride is a member of several young girl‘s clubs in the city. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Artist May M. Moorman 

 

Local Resident Decorates Globes 
________ 

 

 Today the St. Clair County Gas and Electric Company received the last of two 

dozen aprons for gas lights, painted by Mrs. May M. Moorman, the inscriptions on the 

ones that are to remain in Edwardsville are: 

―Intelligencer.‖ 

 ―Bar.‖ 



 ―Laundry.‖ 

 ―Soda,‖ ―Candy,‖ and one that was palced several weeks ago, ―Flynn‖ making a 

total to date of five for Edwardsville, the rest of the two dozen were for Collinsville. 

 Mrs. Moorman was the first Creamist in Edwardsville to own a china kiln and to 

do ―firing,‖  was the only exhibitor of china at the Madison County Centennial to take a 

first prize and is the only one that does commercial glass painting and firing, moreover 

there is only one ceramist in St. Louis, who does this class of work. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

December 27, 1915 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

M. D. Yates, Obituary 
 

M. D. YATES, OLD RESIDENT, CALLED TO HIS REST 
________ 
  

 With holiday celebrations in progress, three homes in Edwardsville and vicinity were 

saddened on Christmas Eve and yesterday by the visitation of the Grim Reaper, Death, 

and Edwardsville township has lost two of its oldest and most respected citizens. 

 Michael Delves Yates, aged 83 years, a resident of the vicinity of Edwardsville for 

over three-quarters of a century, died at his country home on the Glen Carbon road 

yesterday morning at 1:25 o‘clock after a week‘s illness with pneumonia. 

 A week ago Mr. Yates, who had previously been in splendid health, notwithstanding 

his advanced age, became ill with pneumonia. His condition was not thought to be 

serious and he was about to be up a short time Christmas day. He did not complain much 

and it was thought that he would recover from the attack. On Saturday night his condition 

became worse. 

 The funeral will be held tomorrow afternoon from the family residence four miles 

south of Edwardsville at 1:15 o‘clock. Rev. Robert Morris, pastor of St. John‘s M. E. 

church, will conduct services. 

 The pall bearers will be William Wessel, H. P. Stullken, L. W. Kriege, Henry 

Bollmann, Henry Bardelmeier, and W. H. Shaffer. Interment will be in the Woodlawn 

cemetery. 

 With the deat of Mr. Yates there passes away one who bore the sad affliction of 

being blind with a cheerful and happy nature, never complaining to anyone or making 

himself a burden upon any member of the family. For forty-two years he bore up bravely, 

and always spoke of the bright side of life and never expressed a fruitless wish for the 

return of his sight. He never mentioned his lost sight to anyone. 

 Mr. Yates lost the sight of one eye while mowing horse weeds on his farm, and two 

years later the other eyesight was lost when the eye was pierced by a blackberry thorn.  

 Michael D. Yates was born August 20, 1830, and died December 26, 1915. His 

birthplace was in Stafford, England, and he resided there until seven years old, when he 

immigrated to America with his parents and sister. They landed at New Orleans, and 



came directly to Edwardsville, locating on what is now the William Floyd farm. He went 

to school near here and afterwards continued to reside on a farm near here. 

He was married to Lucy Ann Shaffer, who died leaving two daughters, Mrs. Anna L. 

Bosomworth of St. Elmo, this state and Miss Mary A. Yates of Edwardsville. He was 

later married to Miss Eva Wolf, who survives. There are seven children: Jesse F., George 

E., Harry D., Misses Nellie and Fannie Yates, Mrs. Effie Oliver and Mrs. Suzetta Kinder, 

all of Edwardsville vicinity. There are seven grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 

 

Note:  Other obituaries referenced: Mrs. Christina Scherf, and Mrs. Anton Weineke, both 

of the Edwardsville area. 

________ 

 
 

 

 

January 20, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Large Skating Crowd 

 

LARGEST CROWD ON ICE THIS SEASON 

________ 

 

 So large was the crowd of skaters on Leclaire Lake Tuesday evening that the ice 

was cracked in many places.  It was the largest crowd that had been on the ice this 

season. 

 Over 150 skaters were on the ice at one time and whip-crack strings composed of 

as high as 30 skaters prevailed through the evening. 

 Many of Edwardsville‘s business men were out on the ice and stayed throughout 

the whole evening.  Entire families were seen enjoying the winter sport. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

February 12, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leap Year Party 
 

Leap Year Party 

______ 
 

 Miss Edna Voelker was the host to a very unique Leap Year party last evening.  It 

was a bowling party held at the Leclaire club house and was very much enjoyed by all.  It 

was arranged ion regular Leap Year style. The ladies making all the arrangements for the 

affair. About sixteen young people were present. 



______ 

 

 

 

 

May 23, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Found Body in Lake 
 

Found Body in Lake 
________ 

Henry Suhre who was missing drowned at Leclaire 
________ 

Body Was Discovered This Afternoon by K. W. Sanders 

________ 

 

The body of Henry Suhre, aged 41 years, who disappeared from the home of 

Rudolph Bloemker at 830 Hale avenue, Leclaire at 3 o‘clock Sunday morning, was found 

about 2 o‘clock this afternoon in Leclaire lake by his conservator, F. W. Sanders, of 

Alhambra, who since Sunday has been directing searches for the lost man. 

The body was fifty feet from the north shore and all that could be seen of it was the 

top of the head. It is thought the body had been there since Sunday morning. Mr. Sanders 

said that he was positive that Mr. Suhre did not commit suicide, but had inadvertently 

walked into the lake during the storm which raged early Sunday morning. 

Mr. Suhre is a native of Alhambra and comes from a well known and respected 

family of that place. When at the age of two years he suffered a [severe] attack of typhoid 

fever and other diseases which resulted in him being mentally deranged. 

 Since that time he disappeared from his home several times and was not found for 

days afterwards. 

 It is believed that Mr. Suhre became frightened during the storm Sunday morning 

and ran away. He departed from the Bloemker home minus his coat and hat. It is thought 

that in his fright from the storm he waded into the water in the darkness. He was unable 

to swim. 

 Mr. Sanders who has been his conservator for the past three years was notified of 

his disappearance Sunday morning and he organized searching parties who searched the 

woods near the Bloemker home Sunday and yesterday. One searching party was a twenty 

mile circuit around the vicinity of the city yesterday. 

 This afternoon, Mr. Saunders went near the lake thinking possibly the man had 

fallen in. He saw a dark object in the water which resembled a man‘s head and he sat on 

the lake shore for an hour and watched it. 

Finally he notified Reuben Glass and John Reid of Leclaire. They secured a boat and 

rowed out into the lake to the object, and found that a man‘s body was there. He was 

standing in six or seven feet of water. 



The body was pulled into the boat and then brought to shore, where it was identified 

by Mr. Sanders. 

Mr. Sanders stated that he would take the remains back to Alhambra for burial [at] 

the old home of Mr. Suhre. 

 Mr. Suhre‘s parents died some years ago. He is survived by two sisters. They are 

Mrs. Rudolph Bloemker of Edwardsville and Mrs. F. W. Sanders of Alhambra.  

 
________ 

 

 

 

 

March 16, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer0 

Frank Rotter moves to Wisconsin 

 

Removes From City 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rotter and family have removed to Milwaukee, Wis. where 

they will make their future home.  Mr. Rotter has accepted a position as a bookkeeper at a 

marble company‘s plant there. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 18, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Diederich-Spargo Engagement 

 

Learned of Engagement 
________ 

 

 Friends of Miss Edna Diederich, formerly of this city, but now of St. Louis, will 

be surprised to hear of her engagement to Wm. F. Spargo, of that city. The engagement 

became known here yesterday morning when several of her intimate friends received 

cards from Mr. and Mrs. August Diederich announcing the fact.  Miss Diederich lived 

with her parents in this city until several years ago when the family moved to St. Louis.  

She attended the schools here and was later employed as stenographer for the N. O. 

Nelson Company. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, August 24, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Resident Designs Motor Car 

 

 Henry Faust, car inspector on the Clover Leaf Railroad at Edwardsville, has 

designed an ideal motor car for traveling on the railroad.  The motor car consists of a 

motorcycle mounted on a push car.  Instead of having the chain attached to a rear wheel it 

is connected with the rear axle of the push car.  The car will average a speed of twenty-

five miles an hour. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 11, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Charge announced for Leclaire Kindergarten. 

 

CHARGE ANNOUNCED FOR LECLAIRE KINDERGARDEN 
________ 

 

 For the first time since the Leclaire kindergarden (sic) has been in existence there is 

to be a charge made against parents of pupils who attend. Heretofore the school had been 

supported by concerts, the Leclaire lake and other similar enterprises. 

 The news of the change was conveyed in the following letter mailed to interested 

parties today: 

 ―Inasmuch as the expense of the Leclaire kindergarden are borne by the 

factories and indirectly affect the profits of the employees, we have decided to 

hereafter make a charge for all children other than those of employees or 

Leclaire residents. This charge will be as follows: 

 Per term from September 1 to February 1, $6.00.  

 Per term from February 1 to June 1, $ 6.00. 

 Fees for each full term payable in advance. 

 ―We are glad to have all children who need this schooling, who are at least 

four years old. 

 ―Your truly, 

 ―N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 2, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

1024 Troy Road For Sale 
 



WANT AD 
________ 

 

FOR SALE – My home in Leclaire, containing six large rooms, reception hall; all 

modern conveniences; corner lot 99 x 150; on car line, 20 minute walk from court house. 

Bargain if taken at once. U. B. Baker 1024 Troy Road. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 4, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bridal Shower for Laura Shaw 

 

MANY SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
________ 
 

LINEN SHOWER FOR BRIDE-ELECT HELD YESTERDAY 
________ 
 
Miss Laura Shaw Guest of Honor at Luncheon Today 
________ 

 

 With the approach of her marriage next Wednesday, Miss Laura L. Shaw of 

Leclaire, is the guest of honor at a number of social functions given for her. 

 Yesterday afternoon Miss Rose Dzengolewski of 637 Vandalia street entertained 

twenty-five guests at a linen shower at her home for the bride-to-be.  A most enjoyable 

afternoon was spent and the bride-elect received many beautiful as well as useful 

presents. 

 The interior of the Dzengolewski home was prettily decorated for the occasion 

with the wedding colors of pink and white.  The parlors were bedecked with many 

flowers of pink and white and large hearts were strung about the rooms. 

 The shower came after the guests had all arrived.  Little Miss Ruth Fruit, daughter 

of Mrs. J. A. Fruit of Fruit Station, entered the main parlor attired in a very pretty dress of 

pink and white.  She was pulling a small toy wagon, nicely decorated in pink and white in 

which were the presents from the guests. 

 The afternoon was enjoyed in games and music.  The color effect was also carried 

out in the refreshments. 

 Those present from out of town were:  Miss Stella Ammann, of Highland; Mrs. B. 

P. Williams and Mrs. E. C. Spitze, of East St. Louis; Misses Elizabeth and Mable 

Mitchell, Miss Jane Mullen and Miss Tillie Ogle, of Belleville and Mrs. J. A. Fruit of 

Fruit. 

 Miss Ethel Tibbitts entertained for Miss Shaw at 1 o‘clock luncheon at her home 

today.  It was a very pretty affair.  The dining room was decorated with blue and white 

and a huge vase filled with white chrysanthemums was the centerpiece of the table. 

 The luncheon was served in three courses. 



 Those present from out of town were Miss Mabel Mitchell, of Belleville, and Mrs. 

B. P. Williams, sister of S. V. Crossman, the groom-to-be. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 7, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Crossman-Shaw Marriage Announcement 

 

SOCIETY 
________ 
 

Marriage Tomorrow 
________ 
 

 The marriage of Samuel V. Crossman, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Crossman, to 

Miss Laura Louise Shaw will be solemnized at 8 o‘clock tomorrow evening at the home 

of the bride‘s parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Shaw at 409 Jefferson road, Leclaire. 

 It is to be a quiet affair and only the immediate relatives and near friends of the 

couple will be present.  Rev. James R. Sager, pastor of the First Presbyterian church will 

officiate.  The color scheme will be pink and white. 

 The attendants will be Miss Mabel Mitchell, of Belleville, and Geo. W. 

Crossman, brother of the groom-to-be.  Little Misses Ruth Shaw and Genevieve McKee 

will be ribbon bearers.  The wedding march from Lohengrin will be played by Miss 

Mildred Shaw, sister of the bride-to-be. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 9, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Shaw-Crossman Wedding 
 

A HOME WEDDING 
________ 
 

MISS LAURA L. SHAW BECOMES BRIDE OF S. V. CROSSMAN 
________ 
 
Ceremony Took Place at Home of Bride’s Parents 
________ 
 

 A pretty home wedding took place at 8 o‘clock last night at the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. William Shaw, at 409 Jefferson road Leclaire, when their daughter, Miss Laura 



Louise Shaw, was married to Samuel Versen Crossman, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 

Crossman. 

 About seventy relatives and friends from Edwardsville and outside towns were 

present.  The attendants were Miss Mabel Mitchell of Belleville and George W. 

Crossman, of this city, brother of the groom.  The ribbon bearers were little Miss Ruth 

Shaw sister of the bride and Genevieve McKee, of St. Louis. 

 The Shaw home was prettily decorated for the occasion.  The decorations 

consisted of asparagus and chrysanthemums.  The wedding colors were pink and white 

and the color effect was carried out in detail. 

 The ceremony was performed in the southeast corner of the parlors before a huge 

bank of ferris pink chrysanthemums and asparagus.  There was also a prettily flowered 

arch.  The doorways were arched with flowers, and also the stairs. 

 Rev. James Sager, pastor of the First Presbyterian church officiated.  The wedding 

march from Lohengrin was played by Miss Mildred Shaw, sister of the bride.  Miss Shaw 

also played during the ceremony. 

 The bride was prettily attired in a beautiful dress of white Georgette crepe with an 

overdress of satin and pearl trimmings.  She wore a full length veil of tulle which was 

held in place by a strong (string) of pearls around her head.  She carried a shower bouquet 

of bridal roses and lilies of the valley. 

 Her going away attire was a dark blue Gabardine suit with black velvet hat with 

pearl trimmings. 

 Miss Mitchell wore a pretty pink satin dress with a bodice of Georgette crepe and 

tulle. She carried a bouquet of pink roses. 

 The ribbon bearers were both attired in dresses of a white organdie with pink 

sashes. 

 After the marriage a wedding repast was served and then the couple departed at 

10 o‘clock for St. Louis.  They were showered with rice by their friends at the McKinley 

station.  They left this morning for Chicago, for a week‘s honeymoon.  On their return 

they will be at their new home at 213 South Buchanan street. 

 The bride is a popular young lady in the church work of the First Presbyterian 

church. She is secretary of the Sunday school of the church and is a member of the 

Young Women‘s Club of the church.  She attended the Edwawrdsville High School and 

has a host of friends. 

 The groom is well known in the city and comes from a prominent and respected 

family.  He is a son of William R. Crossman, editor and publisher of a local paper.  The 

groom is assistant cashier of the First National bank, having been connected with that 

institution for some time. 

 Those who attended the marriage from a distance were:  Misses Jane Mullen, 

Mabel and Elizabeth Mitchell and Gillie Ogle, Belleville; Miss Stella Ammann, 

Highland; Mr. and Mrs. B. P. Williams and daughter, East St. Louis, and E. Bickelhaupt, 

Mrs. E. Versen, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. McKee and daughters, St. Louis. 

________ 

  

 

 

 



November 22, 1916 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Factories Expand 
 

LECLAIRE’S ADDITION 
________ 
 

NELSON SHOPS WILL BE ENLARGED IMMEDIATELY. 
________ 
 
More Men Are Needed in Several of the Departments. 
________ 
 

 Plans are being made for enlargement of almost all the shops at Leclaire, an 

aggregate improvement which will be equal in extent to the adding of another factory to 

the local list.  The various buildings and workshops will be added to so that a larger 

capacity of work can be turned out. 

 The office which occupies the northwest corner of the big machine shop will be 

removed and the machine shop will extend into that room.  A large amount of money will 

be expended for machinery for this department. 

 The main office will be located in the assembly room at the front of the brass 

foundry.  The office will face the Clover Leaf depot and elegantly furnished, having 

larger quarters and better accommodations. 

 Probably the largest extension will be at the cabinet mills because another story 

will be added to the building and this will mean a far larger output in that department.  

The work on the new addition will begin at once. 

 A sixty foot extension will be added to the brass shop.  The Nelson shops are in 

need of men right now and especially of mechanics.  S. F. Lloyd stated today that at 

present they could employ fifteen or more first class mechanics and this would probably 

mean the addition of fifteen more families to the city‘s population. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

March 16, 1917 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

 

High Cost of Living Brings Nelson Employees $10 Extra 
______ 
 

   Three hundred employees of the N. O. Nelson plant in Leclaire were given $10 each 

yesterday at the close of the working day on account of ―abnormal food prices.‖ 

   A card enclosed read ―On account of the abnormal prices in food we are enclosing $10 

to help defray temporarily your additional expenses.‖ 

________ 



 

 

Tuesday, October 23, 1917 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Liberty Bond Sales Encouraged 
 

NELSON IS BOOSTING  
________ 

 

 Officials of the Nelson Manufacturing Company are doing everything they can to 

put the Liberty Loan before the workmen as best they can.  Today 100 large posters were 

placed in the various shops to remind them that tomorrow is Liberty Loan Day. 

 A circular letter was sent to each of the workmen.  Enclosed was a blank 

application for the loan and printed matter sent out by the national committee.  Already a 

number of subscriptions have been made by the men in the Leclaire shops. 

 When the first loan was launched during the early summer the workmen in 

Leclaire stepped up and bought $4000 worth of bonds.  Many of the Nelson workmen are 

buying homes but they are ready to loan a part of their earnings to Uncle Sam. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

December 30, 1918 

St. Louis Globe Democrat 

Obituary:  Almeria Posegate Nelson 

 

Mrs. N. O. Nelson Dies in Hospital 
________ 
 
Wife of St. Louis Manufacturer and Philanthropist Expires After Operation 
________ 
 

Mrs. Almeria Posegate Nelson, 74 years old, wife of N. O. Nelson, St. Louis 

philanthropist and wealthy manufacturer, died last night at 8 o;clock at St. Luke‘s 

Hospital following an operation.  Mrs. Nelson had been ill for more than seven weeks 

and had been confined to the hospital for one month. 

Mrs. Nelson lived in the beautiful home in the center of Leclaire, an exclusive 

suburb south of Edwardsville, Ill., which was founded by her husband. 

Mrs. Nelson is survived by her two daughters – Mrs. L. D. Lawnin and Mrs. 

Edward L. Burroughs, both of Leclaire – and five grandchildren.  Lawnin is president of 

the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company at Tenth and Chestnut streets.  Mrs. Nelson 

married Nelson in April 1868, in St. Louis.  She came from St. Joseph, Mo. 

The Nelsons also have a home in New Orleans, La.  Nelson has been spending 

much of his time there.  Learning of his wife‘s illness, he came to St. Louis last week. 



Mrs. Nelson was deeply interested in the philanthropic enterprises of her husband.  

Nelson founded a home for consumptives in Indio, Cal., and a colony for Russians in 

Canada.  Mrs. Nelson has been active in the social uplift of her husband‘s employees.  

When Nelson provided a summer resort for his girl employees at Leclaire, Mrs. Nelson 

was active in supplying entertainment. 

The Nelsons have been active war workers.  Nelson offered his plants to the 

Government, and Mrs. Nelson engaged in Red Cross work.  Nelson led a movement to 

enlist men for the army when war was declared.  He told his employees he would give 

them full pay as long as they were in Government service.  He tried to enlist.  He is 71 

years old. 

Mrs. Nelson has been very active in social and church affairs, and has been a 

generous contributor to charity.  She was the originator of various social and uplift clubs 

in Edwardsville and Leclaire. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 17, 1919 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fagan family attends funeral 
 

Attends Relatives Funeral. 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fagan, Miss Helen Fagan, Sergeant Matthew Fagan, and 

Thomas Fagan went to East St. Louis yesterday to attend the funeral of Mrs. William 

Waghorn, 72 years old.  She was the mother of Mrs. Fagan.  Mrs. Waghorn died from 

complications of old age. 

________ 

 

 

 

June 19, 1919 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Party for Returning Soldier 
 

Party for Soldier 
________ 

  

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Volz, of 821 Troy Road, entertained Sunday in honor of 

Edwards Volz, who has recently returned from the army.  He served for more than eight 

months with the Thirty-seventh Division.  He is all right and very glad to be back in 

civilian life. 

 Dinner, supper and refreshments in between were served, and the guests had a 

most enjoyable afternoon. 



 Those present included:  Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Volz, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Henry Volz 

and children, Mr. and Mrs. Edwards Volz and George Volz, of Alhambra; Mr. and Mrs. 

Adam Volz and daughters, Misses Anna and Ida, of St. Louis; Louis Volz, of this city; 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Volz and children and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Eilers of Binney. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 7, 1919 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Streetcar and Train Collide on Troy Road 
 

Train Wrecks Car 
________ 
Passengers Have Narrow Escape Last Night 
________ 

Suburban Car is Demolished on the Troy Road Crossing 
________ 

 

Twelve passengers on a train on the East St. Louis and Suburban had a 

miraculous escape from death and serious injuries last night when struck by the St. Louis-

Toledo train on the Clover Leaf Railroad at the Troy road crossing at 6:15 o‘clock.  They 

escaped with bruises and slight lacerations, all being well shaken up. 

 Mrs. John Fehn, of 116 East Park street, came the nearest of any in losing her life.  

She was thrown from the rear platform of the car as the collision occurred with such force 

that she passed completely under one of the cars in the steam train while it was still 

moving.  Her dress was torn to shreds. 

 In the rush of other passengers, her daughter, Miss Doris Fehn, fell in the aisle, 

was trampled and crawled to the rear platform where she was found when the wreck was 

over. 

 The interurban train was running in two coaches, the last containing three (  ) and 

half a dozen men.  Four passengers were in the second car.  The train was due in 

Edwardsville at 6:15. 

 The Clover Leaf train No. 6, was due at the station, a few hundred feet away from 

the crossing at 6:33 p.m.  No. 6 was about ten minutes late, according to employes of the 

company. 

 The accident occurred just after a severe gust of wind which caused a cloud of 

dust, blinding persons who were caught in it. Passengers on the interurban told a reporter 

that it was so bad a mile west of the crossing that they commented upon it.  

 Two eye witnesses are J. H. Dugger Jr. and J. W. Allen, who were within a few 

paces of the crossing.  As the crash occurred they rushed to telephones calling every 

physician in the city in anticipation that every passenger aboard would be killed or 

seriously injured. 

 They said they saw the conductor, J. M. Hankin get off the car to throw the derail.  

They declare he looked up and down the tracks and signaled the motorman, J. T. Liggett, 



when the tracks seemed to be clear.  They declare they did not hear the train whistle until 

a blast just before the crash. 

 Two young ladies, sisters, said they witnessed the accident, but declined to make 

a statement.  Others said the crossing whistle was not blown. 

 John Darigan, the engineer, declares he blew the whistle first as an alarm for 

persons at the crossing and secondly to get a clearance at the station.  He referred to the 

accident as being one in which the conductor failed to see the train, perhaps on account of 

the dust. 

 As the engine plowed into the side of the trailer things happened, and mighty fast. 

 The first car crossed the tracks safely and came on into Edwardsville.  The trailer 

is demolished, every window in it being broken.  The car was twisted around and lying 

parallel with the tracks.  One set of the trucks weighing nearly three tons was tossed to 

the right hand side of the train while the remainder of the wreckage was piled up on the 

left side. 

 The crash was heard within a radius of a mile.  In a few minutes several hundred 

persons were on the scene.  South Buchanan street was blocked with automobiles. 

 An engine was sent from the Madison yards and took the train on through.  It was 

two hours late.  During the night the engine was re-railed and taken to Madison for 

repairs. 

 Tracks on both lines were opened during the night.  The wrecked car was picked 

up today. 
 ________ 

 

 



December 20, 1920 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Boys Were Saved 

 

BOYS WERE SAVED 
________ 

 
BROKE THROUGH ICE ON LECLAIRE LAKE YESTERDAY 
________ 

 
WERE IN WATER OVER FIVE FEET IN DEPTH OPPOSITE BATH HOUSE 
________ 

 

    Two Leclaire boys were saved from drowning yesterday when Herman Schwenderman 

and Thomas Triggs came to their assistance.  Schwenderman dived into the water 

breaking the ice and pulled George Moorman 8 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. George 

Moorman to safety.  Lester Senn who had been the last to fall in was keeping above water 

and had not gone under the ice, as had the former.  The Senn boy remained in the water 

about 15 minutes before he was rescued. 

    Both boys knew how to swim and had the presence of mi(n)d enough to use swimming 

methods to keep afloat.  They talked to the men who were assisting them ashore. 

    During the afternoon they had been playing in the house and had left the Moorman 

home only a short time when the parents were notified of the accident to the children. 

    They broke through the ice about half way from shore at a point opposite the girls 

bathing house. 

    The rescuers are both employes of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing company.  

Schwenderman who is in the marble department is preparing for the Baptist ministry. 

    Today the boys are none the worse for their experience.  They were taken to the 

Moorman home and were given every attention. The Senn boy who remained in the water 

for the greater length of time had a hard chill shortly after being taken from the water but 

today there have been no ill effects.  

________ 

 

 

Monday, February 7, 1921 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Houses Being Built 

 

BUILDING SIX HOUSES 
________ 
 

SEVERAL PLACES ARE NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION HERE 
________ 
 
Building Operations in Five Weeks Greater Than Past Year 
________ 



 

 With six houses under construction in Edwardsville and Leclaire at the present 

time and a contract about to be made for a seventh there are greater activities during the 

first five weeks of 1921 in building operations than the entire past year.  Only half a 

dozen new homes were erected last year. 

 Contractors are looking to the biggest rush in building this year that Edwardsville 

has ever experienced.  It is known that two Edwardsville (builders) have had under 

consideration a plan of building twenty-five moderate priced homes which would be 

offered for sale. 

 There were two or three things which stood in (the) way of the plans during the 

early consideration of plans and they have not been removed.  One it is said was a water 

supply for those (who) would occupy the places. 

 It is understood that the promoters had in mind the erection of four and five-room 

houses that could be sold at from $3,500 to $4,200. 

 John Schwager has three houses under construction at the present time.  He is 

building a four room bungalow for Joseph Gramer on Hale avenue. Another of five 

rooms is being erected for Vincent Syba on Ruskin avenue. The third is a four room 

bungalow on McKinley avenue to be offered for sale. 

 Mr. Schwager expects to close a contract this week for another five-room home 

this week. 

 Anton Hlad is erecting two residences in Abner Park.  It is understood that they 

will be offered for sale. 

 J. H. Stolte has under construction a five room bungalow for C. W. Terry on High 

street. 

 During the past several months, rents have been higher than ever known in 

Edwardsville.  A few new homes built for former renters and others being erected is 

expected to relieve the rent problems to a great extent. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 6, 1921 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

New Kindergarten Curriculum 

 

KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN TO RECEIVE DIPLOMAS 
________ 

 

 A very extensive course of instruction will be instituted at the Leclaire 

Kindergarten this school term.  Newest methods in hand-work, gift exercises, music, 

calisthenics, and folk dancing has been carefully planned. 

 Children entering in September and remaining throughout the school term, 

making the required grades will be awarded diplomas.  Those who completed the first 

years work last June will be given credit for the work done. 



 Credits will be given for the following:  attendance, punctuality, hand-work, 

music, gift and number work, and creative ability.  All materials used are strictly 

Froebelian. 

 Tuesday, September 6 will be the opening day.  Children 4 years of age on or 

before November 1 may be enrolled.  Visitors are welcome at any time.  Children 

desiring to use the bus-line from the court house to the Kindergarten can make 

arrangements with F. W. Herzog, 834 Holyoake Road. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 6, 1922  Friday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

N. O. Nelson, Founder of Leclaire Dies in the West 
 

 

N. O. Nelson, Founder of Leclaire Dies in the West 
________ 

DEATH CAME LAST NIGHT AFTER AN ILLNESS WITH DROPSY 

________ 
 

 N. O. Nelson, founder of Leclaire, Edwardsville‘s suburb and for years head of one 

of the biggest plumbing companies in the United States, is dead. 

 The end came last night at 9 o‘clock at the Sister‘s Hospital at Los Angeles, Calif., 

death being due to dropsy and followed an illness of several weeks. He had been a patient 

at the hospital for three weeks, the family being in daily touch with the institution and 

having the assurance of several physicians that his condition was not dangerous and his 

recovery was expected. 

 The death was a great shock to the several hundred men connected with the St. 

office, factories in Edwardsville, Besemer, Ala, Noblesville, Ind., and nine branch offices 

located in the west and southwest.  

 Only the meager news of the death has been recelyed today. The body is to be sent to 

St. Louis for burial. Services will be held next week but the time has not been fixed. 

 Six weeks ago members of the family learned of the failing health of Mr. Nelson. He 

had sent word he was sick but it was three weeks before the family prevailed upon him to 

enter the hospital. There it was found the he was sick but with air chance of recovery and 

there family had no cause for alarm until the last day or so when the reports were not 

quite so favorable. 

 Mr. Nelson‘s life has been filled with so man interesting events that a large volume 

might easily be written to give the important details. From a boy of only moderate 

circumstances he rose to one of the foremost plumbing manufacturers of the country and 

gained a nation-wide fame through his co-operative ideas and assistance in many ways to 

the noeding and causes he considered worthy. 

 N. O. Nelson, was born in Lillesand, Norway, Sept. 11, 1834 and was 78 years and 

25 days old. He, with his father and mother and a party, of 70 neighbors, came to this 



country by way of New Orleans in 1846 in pursuit of that larger activity and liberty 

which the far-famed prairies of the west, and the Republican doctrine of this county 

offered to all who are fitted to use them. They settled in St. Joseph, Mo., and carried on a 

farming business for a number of years. 

 In 1872 he went to St. Louis and within a year was partner in a thriving business, but 

the Jay Cooke panic of 1873 disposed his partner to give up the business, but Mr. Nelson 

persuaded him to stick at it. This they did and weathered the storm. In 1877 he started his 

own business in Second street, in St. Louis. Since that time his business of manufacturing 

and jobbing of plumbing supplies has grown to enormous proportions. 

 He was a member of the St. Louis Citizens‘ Committee, that helped to settle the great 

railroad strike in 1877, when riot and destruction swept from the Alleghenies to the 

Mississippi. The irrepressible conflict that then was raised between capital on the one 

side and labor on the other, is what determined Mr. Nelson to his profit sharing plan with 

his employees and later caused him to better their living as well as working conditions by 

establishing the Village of Leclaire, on the outskirts of Edwardsville. 

 Through his original ideas of profit sharing and co-operation, and his ability to have 

his ideas carried out on a practical and paying basis, he has achieved a world-wide 

reputation among circles interested in social economics. 

 In 1895, he was a delegate to the meeting in London, England, of the Co-operation 

and Profit Sharing Associations of the World. He was once a member of the St. Louis 

City council, but aside from this he has never been identified with politics, except upon 

the board and independent basis of standing for the business in men, method and ideas, 

regardless of party affiliations. 

 Mr. Nelson became acquainted in Edwardsville about 1890. About that time he was 

looking for a place to erect a plant and provide homes for his workmen. After looking 

about in the St. Louis district he selected Edwardsville. Several factory buildings were 

erected and a tract to the south was laid out for homes. 

 A score of residents was erected and in a very short time they were all occupied. 

Others were erected from time to time until the population increased to about 1,000. 

During the many years Leclaire has been without city officers, police, has escaped city 

taxes but at the same time the residents enjoy all the conveniences of residents of cities 

several times the population. 

 Mr. Nelson‘s idea of co-operation were partly obtained from the French but he 

enlarged the scale. His business and city was made his employees business and city and 

the manufacturer and his men went along, hand in hand. Their efforts helped him enlarge 

the business and in return they became partners in the business. 

 He adopted a policy of issuing stock to the men in accordance with their actual 

earnings and term of years with the company. They have been receiving cash dividends 

on this stock. 

 Mr. Nelson helped too many causes to become what might be called a wealthy man. 

He financed many causes. One not generally known in Edwardsville was the 

transplanting of the Douhkobars, a religious society from Canada to Mexico. Members of 

the sect were dying of hunger and cold when he providede the money to move them to a 

warmer climate where the religious activities might continue. 

 After leaving the manufacturing company he launched a chain of stores in New 

Orleans. The plan was to supply bread, meat and groceries to the poorer clases at the 



smallest margin of profit. Some believe that dishonesty on the part of some of the many 

employes wrecked the undertaking after it was in operation but a short time. 

 Mr. Nelson‘s marriage occurred in 1868, shortly after his war service. His wife, who 

died several years ago, was Miss Almeria Posegate, member of one of the well known 

families of St. Joseph, Mo. Four years later they moved to St. Louis to establish a home 

and where his career was really launched. 

 The union was blessed with five children, three having died. The two who survive 

are Mrs. L. D. Lawnin of St. Louis, and Mrs. E. L. Burroughs. There are several grand-

children. 

________ 



October 7, 1922  Saturday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

N. O. Nelson Obituary 

 
 

 

Nelson O. Nelson 
 N. O. Nelson, founder of Leclaire, Edwardsville‘s industrial and residential suburb 

on the south, is dead. Word came yesterday that he had passed away the night before at 

Los Angeles, California. Mr. Nelson had been gone so long from Edwardsville that there 

is no doubt that many who had known him had practically forgotten him, and hundreds 

have attained to citizenship since his sphere of influence here and therefore knew him 

not. 

 Nevertheless he was a man worth knowing, and the fact that he had been drifting 

hither and yon in recent years does not dim the achievements which he made in earlier 

ones. As has been chronicled he was the earliest advocate of co-operation between 

employer and employe. Himself a poor boy from Norway he saw many vicissitudes in his 

earlier years and acquired a warm sympathy for the under dog, particularly when said 

canine was of the human species. 

 He got ingratitude for many of the things which he did for people, but that has been 

the common lot of those who did not look out alone for themselves. Being an ardent 

student of the life and the work of the great Frenchman, Leclaire, and a believed in the 

latter‘s labor theories, Mr. Nelson put them into effect when he established his factories 

at Edwardsville. He met with many vicissitudes, was misunderstood, misquoted and 

maligned, but he persevered and today the works bearing his name in many parts of the 

United States testify to the soundness of his theories. 

 Coupled with his attitude toward contact with his employees and theirs with him in 

the capacity of employer and employes, was a whole-souled desire to make everybody 

around him happier. This was a purely unselfish motive, for he himself was one of the 

unhappiest of men, for he was lonely. Not only did people in general misunderstand him, 

but those close to him likewise had little sympathy for his endeavers and he was 

compelled to walk his path without the cheering sentiments and heartening approbation 

which he might reasonably have expected. Small wonder therefore, if he fared far in 

search of the will-o-the-wisp. 

 It was his idea to lay out Leclaire with winding streets, set with trees, and bordered 

with lawns and flower beds. It was his idea to have a lake to delight the eye, to provide a 

school and a club house and a bowling alley and billiard rooms and a football and 

baseball campus, and a whole host of other things--free in every way to the people who 

should take up their residence in Leclaire. And for many years the progress of Leclaire 

was his principal pleasure. He lived in the center of the village and enjoyed each painting 

of a house or construction of another room, the planting of a tree or the birth of another 

baby. 

 Later on other things attracted his attention; he sought to improve the condition of 

the poor and was robbed by those whom he trusted. He endeavored to make living 

cheaper for those of little means, and his assistants hampered his efforts. 



 N. O. Nelson had a message, and like many another, the world in general would not 

listen. It is true that his ideas of co-operation have been adopted at numerous places in 

Ohio and New York, but comparatively few when the number that might have done so is 

considered. If they prevailed the labor leader and agitator would be out of jobs, so there is 

little chance they will be popular until strikes, lockouts and their accompanying evils 

become more unpopular. 

 N. O. Nelson loved people, particularly children. He admired good books, esteemed 

elevating conversation, had a delight in trees and flowers. There was one flaw in his lute. 

He who wanted to co-operate found little co-operation near him. Otherwise his life might 

have been very different, and his happiness and success much greater. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 7, 1922  Saturday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Body of N. O. Nelson is on way to St. Louis today. 
 

 

Body of N. O. Nelson is On Way to St. Louis Today 
________ 

  

 Under tentative plans today the funeral of N. O. Nelson, plumbing manufacturer, 

will be held in St. Louis next Wednesday but the hour and some of the details are 

uncertain until the time of arrival of the body is more definite. It is believe that the body 

will arrive in St. Louis next Tuesday evening. 

 The Leclaire plant which he founded, and opened a way for co=operative work as 

well as other ideas, will be closed. It is expected today that the two other factiries of the 

company besides the several big branch offices will close for the day. 

 The funeral will be held from the residence of his son-in-law, L. D. Lawnin, 513 

S. Washington. Burial will be made at Bellefountaine cemetery. 

 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 10, 1922   Tuesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Shop Will Close 
 

 

SHOP WILL CLOSE  
________ 



LOCAL EMPLOYEES WILL ATTEND NELSON SERVICE 

________ 

Special Car is Chartered to Take Party to St. Louis 

_______ 

 

 Many in Edwardsville will turn aside from their usual activities tomorrow to pay a 

final tribute to N. O. Nelson, founder of Leclaire and former head of the Nelson 

Manufacturing Company whose co-operate plans and philanthropic ideas made him 

foremost along those lines for many years. His body arrived in St. Louis today and plans 

for the final rites will be completed this evening. 

 The body was taken to the home of Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lawnin, 8138 Washington 

Boulevard and funeral services will be held there at 2:30 o‘clock Wednesday afternoon. 

Rev. J. W. Day of the Church of the Messiah will conduct the services. Burial will be in a 

grave beside Mrs. Nelson, whose death occurred only a short time ago, in Bellefountaine 

cemetery. 

 The pall bearers will be six old business associates, three from the local factory and 

three representing the St. Louis office. The three local pallbearers will be William Held, 

John Staab and William Shaw. Those from St. Louis are George Thro, Fred Leonard and 

J. A. Senkosky. 

 The local Nelson plant, as well as the St. Louis office, and other factories and 

branches will be closed tomorrow. Quite a few employees from here and residents of 

Leclaire are arranging to go to St. Louis for the funeral. 

 To provide transportation for all a special car will be operated over the McKinley 

System. The car will reach Edwardsville at 12:15 o‘clock leaving at 12:30 and reach St. 

Louis in time for the funeral. Those in the party will return on regular cars at hours they 

choose. It was believed today there will be room for all who wish to make the trip on the 

special car. 

 On account of the death and funeral, the Leclaire Athletics have given up the idea of 

the biggest ball game ever attempted in Edwardsville. The local club was scheduled to 

play the St. Louis Cardinals but the game has been called off. 

________ 

 

 

   

 

October 10, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Meikamp Burned 

 

Was Badly Burned. 
________ 

 

 Henry Meikamp, fireman at the N. O. Nelson Company, was burned about the 

face and hands this morning while firing the furnace.  While putting fresh fuel on the 



blaze, flames shot out, burning him.  He was taken to a doctor where his injuries were 

dressed and then removed to his home. 

________ 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 12, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Boilers Blow Up 
 

BOILERS BLOW UP 
________ 

 

Two at Nelson Plant Badly Damaged Today. 
________ 

 

Electric Lights Off Several Days and Plant Closes. 
________ 

 

 The plant of the N. O. Nelson Company was put out of commission today with 

the second boiler explosion within a week, causing considerable damage.  No one was 

injured in either accident. An estimate of the damage was unobtainable this afternoon. 

 Both explosions are believed to be due to the low condition of water in the 

boilers.  The accident today occurred at 10 o‘clock, the men being dismissed for the 

remainder of the day.  It will be impossible to heat the shops during the next few days 

and the whistles at several times during the day will not be heard until the repairs are 

made. 

 The most serious inconvenience will be the absence of electric power for several 

days at least.  There will be no lights tonight, residents of Leclaire being without current 

until the repairs are finished. 

 The first explosion occurred last Friday and repairs are being made on it.  On 

account of the great heat little could be accomplished on the second boiler today, the men 

being forced to wait until it has time to cool off. 

 The boilers are both practically new.  One was put in about a year ago.  The other 

was installed four months ago.  After the first explosion the energy for operating the plant 

and producing electricity has been produced on the boiler in which the flues bursted 

today. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 12, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Many at Nelson Services 
 



MANY AT SERVICES 
________ 
 
Many Hear Last Rites for N. O. Nelson. 
________ 
 
Number of Employes Make Trip on Special Car. 
________ 

 

 About one hundred residents of Edwardsville went to St. Louis yesterday where 

they attended the last sad rites held for N. O. Nelson.  Many went on the special car 

which left Edwardsville at 12:30 o‘clock and others motored down.  The St. Louis and 

Edwardsville plants were closed all day and the Leclaire Cooperative store was closed 

during the afternoon. 

 Funeral services were conducted from the home of Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lawnin at 

5138 Washington Boulevard at 2:30 o‘clock, by Rev. J. W. Day of the Church of the 

Messiah.  The funeral was largely attended and the floral offerings were varied and of 

beautiful design.  Interment was in the Bellefountaine cemetery. 

 Those who went down on the special car from here were Edward Redding, E. V. 

Senn, K. Hartman, A. Kalitz, E. Schlechte, J. Steiner, T. Gerhardt, W. D. Nix, M. Fagan, 

J. McNeilly, Z. Schaefer, E. Gillig, B. Kruse, C. Lunesford, Frank Gillig, J. Schwager, M. 

Brimbeau, L. Lunesford, Thos. R. Watson, C. Buddha, H. Brendle, John Staab, W. H. 

West, E. Jones, Henry Dohle, J. Weaver, William Shaw, William Heid, P. Rotter, Reuben 

Glass, Joseph Rizzoli, J. H. Wohlbrinck, Ed. Sparks, P. Dillon, Edward Ferguson, J. S. 

Allen, Joseph McLean, Thomas Triggs, A. Jaggers, R. Fagan, G. Kniser, E. McLean, C. 

Rotter, M. Votier, C. W. Terry, Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum and C. H. Burton. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 14, 1922 

St. Louis, Mo. 

By N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. 
 

In Memoriam 
_______ 

 

It is with sorrow and regret that we announce the death of N. O. Nelson, founder of the N. 

O. Nelson Mfg. Co. and its president from its inception in 1877 until his retirement from 

active business in 1918. 

 His death occurred at Sisters‘ Hospital in Los Angeles, California, on Thursday 

night, October 5
th

, 1922.  Dropsy had been creeping slowly upon him for several weeks, 

but prior to that he had shown his characteristic vigor of mind and body. 

 Mr. Nelson‘s life of seventy-eight years was so full of activity that he was known 

to many people in many lands.  He was an eminently successful business man, a lecturer 



of rare ability, a forceful convincing writer, a scholar with a vast store of knowledge; a 

dreamer with visions carrying far into the future and yet the ability to mold altruism into 

every day life, - a philanthropist of international fame. 

 He was born in Lillesand, Norway, September 11
th

, 1844, and with his father, 

mother and a party of seventy neighbors came when he was two years old to this country, 

in pursuit of that larger activity and liberty which the far framed prairies of the west and 

the republican doctrines of this county offered to all who were fitted to use them.  They 

settled at St. Joseph, Missouri and carried on farming for a number of years. 

 When the Civil War broke out he enlisted in spite of his youth.  He served to the 

end, was given an honorable discharge and was a member of the G. A. R. 

 In 1872 he came to St. Louis and within a year was partner in a thriving business, 

which soon had to weather through the Jay Cooke panic of 1873.  In 1877 he started his 

own business on Second Street, the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., manufacturers and jobbers of 

plumbing supplies, which has now grown to enormous proportions. 

 He was a member of the St. Louis citizens committee that helped to settle the 

great railroad strike in 1877, when riot and destruction swept from the Alleghenys to the 

Mississippi.  The irrepressible conflict that then raged between capital on the one side 

and labor on the other is what determined Mr. Nelson to his plan of profit-sharing.  In 

1885 he started a system of sharing the profits with his employees, which still is 

continued by his successors.  In 1890 in order to better their living as well as working 

conditions, he established the manufacturing village of Leclaire on the outskirts of 

Edwardsville, Illinois.  There, most of the workmen own their own homes on at least fifty 

feet of ground, fronting on beautiful winding roads, shaded by fine old forest trees.  There 

is a free Kindergarten, base ball diamond, bowling alley, pool room and a lake for 

swimming and boating.  The factories are only one store, vine-covered and flooded with 

fresh air and sunshine. 

 Through his original ideas on profit-sharing and cooperation and his ability to 

have his plans carried out on a practical and paying basis, he achieved a world-wide 

reputation among circles interested in social economics.  In 1895 he was a delegate to the 

meeting in London, England, of the Cooperation and Profit Sharing Associations the 

world over.  In 1887 and 1890 he was a member of the St. Louis City Council, but aside 

from this he was never identified with politics, except on the broad and independent basis 

of standing for the best in men, methods and ideas, regardless of party affiliations. 

 In the 90‘s he was active in the support of the City Art Museum, the Symphony 

Orchestra, Washington University and in many civic movements of St. Louis.  By this 

time he had amassed quite a fortune which he spent generously for the amelioration of 

suffering.  He was president of the Fresh Air Mission, which chartered a large steamer 

one day every week in July and August to take poor mothers and sick babies down the 

Mississippi; also of the ―Children‘s Country Week‖ which was a plan by which poor 

children from the tenements were placed for two weeks in homes on farms and villages.  

He established a ranch at Indio, California, for poor tuberculars needing change of 

climate but unable to pay the price of sanitariums.  He had an industrial college at his 

factory village Leclaire, where young men could have college teaching half of the day 

and work in the shops the other half.  To all of these movements he gave vigorous 

personal attention and large sums of money. 



 His last big philanthropic scheme was a chain of sixty-three grocery stores in the 

tenement district of New Orleans.  There he sold supplies so close to bed-rock cost and 

was so indifferent to over-head expense and so confident of the absolute honesty of all 

the employees, that in time his personal fortune was swallowed up. 

 After that he lived quietly and peacefully in California, the simple life that he had 

always talked about and prophesied for his old age, working vigorously at the little 

vegetable garden and visiting joyously among his friends.  No failures of his altruistic 

dreams ever discouraged or embittered him.  Age never diminished his interest in 

national and international affairs.  The years never lessened his desire to help the poor.  

To the very last he was a mental stimulant to his friends and a material stimulant to the 

suffering.  He was a great man, strong and true to his visions and his convictions in spite 

of all obstacles and unto the very end. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 19, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

House For Sale: 302 Jefferson 

 

FOR SALE – My six room house at Jefferson and Troy Roads in Leclaire, adjoining 

Edwardsville. Lot 100 ft. frontage. Furnace and complete bath room and all conveniences 

of a city without city taxes.  House in excellent condition with recent new roof, new 

floors and interior decorations.  Excellent location.  Miss Josephine C. Smith, office of N. 

O. Nelson Mgf. Co. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Real Estate Transactions 
 

Courts and Records 
________ 

 
Transfers Recorded Oct. 24, 1922 
________ 

 

 Russell Kinder and Wife to Wm. Leef, pt lots 21 and 22, blk 6, Leclaire $3150. 

  

 C. O. Vineyard, sgle to Kate Barnsback, und ½ of lot 8, blk 14, Add No. 1, 

Leclaire $300. 

 



Note: Property address for pt lots 21 and 22, block 6  is 922 Holyoake Road. Mrs. Kinder 

was a niece of George Yates. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 4, 1922  Saturday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Memorial on Way 

 

Memorial on Way 
________ 

IMPOSING FOUNTAIN SEEMS MOST FAVORABLE PLAN 

________ 

Very Ornamental Design Will Be Put up in Leclaire 

________ 

 

 The memorial to be erected to N. O. Nelson in Leclaire will be made worth while it 

was learned today through a statement of L. D. Lawnin, president of the Nelson 

Manufacturing Company when interviewed upon disposition of plans submitted by 

workmen in the local plant a few days ago. An artistic and very imposing fountain is 

under consideration and it will cost no less than $5,000. 

 Workers in the local shops recently agreed to donate the equivalent of one day‘s 

work toward the fund. When the proposition was laid before the directors a few days ago 

it was unanimously and gratefully accepted. The company will add a substantial amount 

to the fund. 

 With newspaper announcement of the scheme a number of personal friends and quite 

a few old customers of Mr. Nelson asked to be included as subscribers. Others who will 

subscribe are stockholders in the corporation. 

 The branch plants at Noblesville, Ind., and Besemer, Ala., will not be asked to 

subscribe unless the workmen see fit to take voluntary action. The Noblesville plant is 

practically a new addition to the company. 

 ―It is hardly possible that much can be accomplished this winter,‖ said Mr. Lawnin, 

when interviewed today. ―Winter will be upon us within a few days and consideration for 

a few weeks may permit an entirely different plan and one more pleasing. At present I am 

in correspondence with New York artists, upon request of the directors, and await their 

recommendations.‖ 

 ―An imposing fountain, more than a mere basin with a spray of water, is favored. 

The present plan is to place it on the school plot at the intersection of Hale and Holyoke 

avenues. Leclaire is the practical place to erect the memorial and just at present the 

school grounds seems to be the ideal spot.‖ 

________ 

 



 

 

November 27, 1922 
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Leclaire Barn Burns 

 

THREE HORSES DIE 
________ 

 

Fire Destroys Barn at Leclaire Saturday  
________ 
 
Local Department Responds When Others are Threatened  
________ 
  

 Three horses were killed and damage of more than $2,000 done Saturday 

afternoon at 3:45 o‘clock in a fire which destroyed the barn and another building at the 

Leclaire Farm and threatened two adjoining residences.  Three other horses were taken 

from the barn by persons who arrived before the fire spread to virtually all parts of the 

building and it became a mass of flames. 

 According to a statement at the Nelson office today the cause of the fire is 

unknown.  It was either due to some one accidentally dropping a match or electric wires.  

Both theories were investigated yesterday and today but a decision was not reached. 

 The barn was an old one, partly filled with hay and straw and burned very rapidly.  

The Leclaire volunteer fire department responded to the alarm of the siren but a brisk 

north wind kept many in Edwardsville from hearing it. 

 Fifteen minutes after the volunteers responded the Edwardsville department was 

called to the blaze which was then under control.  The building was consumed during the 

few minutes. 

 At the Nelson offices this morning it was said that the replacement loss will 

greatly exceed the estimated $2,000.  Three large stake wagons, harness and other 

equipment was consumed in the blaze. 

 The homes of Maynard Joseph and F. C. Bonn are just to the southeast.  The 

Joseph place was slightly burned and a number of windows were broken by the extreme 

heat. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 29, 1922 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Pius Rotter, Sr. 

 

MAN DROPPED DEAD 
________ 



 

Pius Rotter Succumbs While at Work. 
________ 

 

Was One of Oldest Workers at Nelson Mfg. Company. 
________ 

 

 Pius Rotter, 66 years old, one of the oldest employees of the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company, dropped dead at 10 o‘clock this morning while at work in the 

cabinet mill.  He was one of the first employees of the company, coming here from St. 

Louis when the plant was established.  The plant was closed for the rest of the day out of 

respect for Mr. Rotter. 

 Mr. Rotter was in apparently good health and his death was a shock not only to 

the family but to all who knew him.  John N. Hess, foreman of the department had 

spoken to him just a few minutes before and when returning from the outside about two 

minutes later found him lying on the floor.  Dr. Wahl was hastily summoned and 

pronounced him dead.  The body was then removed to the Leadley Undertaking parlors 

and later to his home. 

 A son, Frank Rotter, passed away several months ago and it is thought that he had 

been grieving over it.  Mr. Rotter was one of the best known residents of this city and had 

resided in Leclaire for many years, having established a home on Holyoake street shortly 

after coming to Edwardsville. He was the father of six sons and one daughter, all 

surviving except the son Frank.  They are, Pius, Jr., Ernest, Clem, William and Joseph.  

His daughter resides in Canada.  His wife, Mrs. Catherine Rotter, also survives. 

 Mr. Rotter was a man of good character and a pleasing personality and was well 

liked by his friends and fellow employees.  He was an expert wood worker.  He had been 

connected with the St. Boniface Catholic church for many years and was one of its most 

faithful workers.  Arrangements for the funeral have not been made today. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 1, 1922  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Funeral Pius Rotter, Sr. 

 

FUNERAL IS MONDAY 
________ 

 

Will Await Arrival of Mr. Rotter’s Daughter 
________ 

 

Mrs. Sutcliffe Will Arrive to Attend the Service. 
________ 

 



 Funeral services for Pius Rotter, resident of Edwardsville for many years, are 

being deferred until Monday morning while his daughter, Mrs. Louise Sutcliffe is 

hurrying home from Birtle, Canada, to attend last rites. She left Birtle Wednesday at 

midnight and under most favorable conditions will not arrive here until Saturday 

morning.  With a possibility of being late the funeral was delayed. 

 Under plans today services will be conducted at St. Boniface Catholic church at 9 

o‘clock by Rev E. J. Eckhard.  Burial will be made at St. Boniface Catholic cemetery. 

 Six long-time associates will be pallbearers.  Three are fellow workmen.  They 

are: Patrick Dillon, Joseph Rizzoli and Wm. J. Kennedy.  The other three are members of 

St. Boniface‘s Benevolent Society.  They are: August Selzer, John Hess and Frank 

Dickman. 

 Mr. Rotter had a very unexpected death Wednesday morning at 10 o‘clock at the 

Leclaire cabinet mills where he was employed for thirty-three years.  A coroner‘s 

investigation was made late that afternoon by Deputy J. E. Marks.  The jury returned a 

verdict that death was due to apoplexy. 

 The evidence showed that Mr. Rotter had not complained of ill health.  John Hess, 

foreman of the cabinet mill, passed Mr. Rotter at his bench only a few moments before he 

expired.  Other workmen joked with Mr. Rotter within five minutes before the end. 

 Mr. Rotter was a native of Germany, the date of his birth being August 15, 1856, 

and he had attained the age of 66 years, 3 months and 14 days at the time of his death.  

He grew to manhood in his native land, taking up the trade of a cabinetmaker and became 

an expert.  He was about 28 years old when he came to America and located in St. Louis. 

 There he was married on October 21, 1885, the family remaining in St. Louis for 

several years.  Mr. Rotter was an employee of the Nelson company and one of the first to 

come here when the local shops were opened.  For a long time he was engaged in making 

mantles. 

 The union was blessed with eight children, one son, Frank Rotter, dying several 

months ago.  Besides the daughter, there are six sons as follows: Pius, Ernest, Siement, 

William, Henry and Joseph.  There are also thirteen grandchildren. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

1923 Estimated Date; Undated News Clipping 

St. Louis Globe Democrat  

Inspiration for Nelson Memorial Revealed 

 

Holm Designs Edwardsville Memorial to N. O. Nelson 
_________ 

 

Fountain With Basin Planned - Theme is Love for Children and 
Nature 
_________ 

 



 Victor Holm is the originator of the accepted design for the sculpture memorial to 

be erected at Edwardsville to the late N. O. Nelson, wealthy St. Louis manufacturer and 

philanthropist.  

 The theme expressed is his love for children and nature.  The memorial will be a 

fountain with basin, 18 feet long and 12 feet wide.  A granite coping will surmount the 

shallow basin. 

 At one side a large bird, with a child sitting upon its back, forms the principle 

setting. From a shell in the child‘s upraised arms water pours.  Across the basin a group 

of frogs spout water.  The estimated cost of the design is $6000. 

 The fountain will be erected at the intersection of two avenues in the center of the 

residential and manufacturing community which Nelson founded adjoining Edwardsville, 

and on part of the school grounds.  Employees of the company originated the idea and 

contributed the funds to carry it out. 

________ 

 

 

 

February 20, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary J. W. Gilmor 
 

J. W. Gilmor Dies 
________ 

 

Long Illness Broken in Death Last Night. 
________ 

 

Former Bank Teller was Resident for Eighteen Years. 
________ 

 

 A lingering illness was terminated last night at 8 o‘clock in the death of Joseph 

Walter Gilmor of 917 Holyoake avenue.  The end came at his home and although his 

condition had been realized as critical for many years, the inevitable was not expected so 

early. 

 Until about two weeks ago, no apparent changes had been noticed in the condition 

of Mr. Gilmor.  It was then discovered that his heart was failing to function properly but 

the attending physician and members of his family had hopes for his recovery.  The 

desired improvements failed to appear and yesterday it was evident that his life would be 

numbered by only a few hours. 

 Mr. Gilmor was a native of San Francisco and was 66 years of age.  He spent his 

younger life along the Pacific coast and received his education in the Jesuit College of 

Montreal, Canada. Returning to San Francisco he accepted a place with the First National 

Bank and worked himself up to a place as one of the paying tellers. 

  Later he left the financial field, became interested in some mining ventures and 

later a manufacturer.  Failing health about the time he came to Edwardsville forced him 

to a more retired life.  He is the last of a family of three. 



 His widow was formerly Mrs. Adelia Megiving and they were married twenty-six 

years ago on May 7.  Besides the widow there are five children.  They are: Harry, 

Theodore R. and Walter A. Gilmor, Misses Isabelle and Marcus Gilmor, all of 

Edwardsville. 

 Plans for the funeral have not been completed today.  The services are to be 

private. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 12, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 
 

ERECT BAND STAND 
________ 
 

STRUCTURE WILL BE BUILT NEAR LECLAIRE LAKE 
________ 
 
Nelson Memorial Fountain to Be Staked Off Saturday 
________ 

 

 Construction of a new band stand and rest room at the Leclaire Lake is under way 

this week and steps are to be taken Saturday afternoon for the location of the N. O. 

Nelson Memorial which will be erected this spring on the plot of ground near the Leclaire 

school. Both are structures to assist in the beautification of the grounds. 

 No elaborate plans have been made for the band stand but it will be a substantial 

structure, costing about $1000.  The floor will be an octagon in form and is to have a 

width of twenty-four feet, amply large for a band or small gathering of people. 

 The foundation will be of red brick and the upper part of the structure frame.  

Two ideas are planned for the band stand.  Naturally it is for the occasional concerts at 

the lake but the lower portion will be arranged as a restroom for women and men.  It will 

be provided with toilet facilities and other accommodations. 

 The slope of the ground at the particular place permits the erection of the pavilion 

without making much of an excavation.  There will be a division between the lower 

compartments.  The plan is to have the stand ready for use in early May. 

 Victor S. Holm, sculptor of the memorial, and Mr. Ferrand, the architect, are to be 

here tomorrow.  They will go over the triangular tract just north of the school building 

and place stakes for the foundation to provide the best possible appearance. 

 Completion of the memorial has been due to delays in getting necessary material. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



 

May 14, 1924  Wednesday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Date Determined  
 

 

DATE DETERMINED 
________ 

DR. FIEGENBAUM TO TELL ABOUT MR. NELSON 
________ 

Public is Invited to Attend Exercises on May 24. 

________ 

 

 Dedication of the N. O. Nelson memorial on the grounds of the Leclaire School was 

definitely fixed to day for Saturday afternoon, May 24 and L. D. Lawnin said that the 

public is cordially invited to attend the exercises which have been set for 3 o‘clock. 

Workmen are rushing the job to have it complete by the date for unveiling. 

 Dr.  E. W. Fiegenbaum of Edwardsville is to make the principal address. He was one 

of the old acquaintances of the founder of the Nelson Company and acquainted with 

many of the undertakings of the man who founded co-operation with employes, to share 

in the profits. 

 ―My Memories of Mr. Nelson,‖ will be the subject of the speaker. Dr. Fiegenbaum 

co-operated with Mr. Nelson when he founded the school which has since been 

maintained by the company. The relations between the two became very intimate and 

were maintained while the founder lived in Edwardsville. 

 Other details for the program will be worked out early next week. A program 

suitable for an unveiling will be arranged. 

 The memorial was made possible through an offer of workmen in the local plant who 

volunteered to contribute a day‘s wages toward the plan. The fountain which is being 

built will cost approximately $7,000 and the workmen are paying a major part. 

________ 

 



May 22, 1924  Thursday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Memorial Is Nearly Finished 
 

 

IS NEARLY FINISHED 
________ 

TO DEDICATE NELSON MEMORIAL SATURDAY 

________ 

Public Invited to Attend Exercise at Leclaire 

________ 

 

 Invitations are being received by residents of Edwardsville to attend exercises at the 

Leclaire school grounds Saturday afternoon incident to the unveiling of a memorial 

fountain to N. O. Nelson, erected through a plan of employees in the local shops. Hard 

rains of a few days ago delayed the final work but it is being rushed to completion at the 

present time. James E. Crawford, the second, little great-grandson of Mr. Nelson will 

unveil the memorial. 

 Mr. Nelson‘s death occurred in Los Angeles, Calif., on October 5, 1922, and a few 

weeks later the workmen at the local plant assembled for a short memorial service. 

During the meeting they voted that each would contribute the equivalent of one day‘s 

wages toward a fund if the company would select a suitable design and supervise the 

erection. 

 The fund was augmented by contributions from the St. Louis office and branches in 

several cities, a total of approximately $7,000 being available for the memorial. 

 The program for Saturday is set for 3 o‘clock. Mr. Nelson had many acquaintances 

in Edwardsville and efforts were made to send each an invitation. L. D. Lawnin, president 

of the company, said today that the program is public and all are welcome. In case of rain 

the program will be rendered in the Leclaire school. 

 The speaker for the afternoon will be Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum who was brought into 

close relations with Mr. Nelson when the plant was located here nearly thirty-five years 

ago. The speaker‘s subject will be ―My Memories of Mr. Nelson.‖ Dr. Fiegenbaum 

became interested in Mr. Nelson‘s plans and watched them closely as the various ones 

were carried to success or incorporated into greater ideas. 

 Two other who will speak briefly are Victor S. Holm, the St. Louis sculptor who 

molded the forms for the several figures and Gabriel Ferrand, a St. Louis architect, who 

had considerable to do in designed the memorial. 

 The program for the afternoon follows: 

Music  ..Edwardsville Concert Band 

March  ..Leclaire Kindergarten 

Invocation  ..Rev. Samuel E. Arthur 

Introduction  ..L. D. Lawnin 

Music  ..Edwardsville Concert Band 

Remarks  ..Victor S. Holm, Sculptor 



Remarks ..Gabriel Ferrand, architect 

Song  ..Leclaire Kindergarten 

Address  ..Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum 

Unveiling at Memorial Fountain .. James E. Crawford, 2nd Benediction 

Music ..Edwardsville Concert Band 

________ 



May 26, 1924  Monday 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Memorial Fountain to N. O. Nelson Unveiled at Leclaire Saturday 

MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN TO N. O. NELSON UNVEILED AT 
LECLAIRE SATURDAY 
________ 
 

 An audience of more than 1000 persons assembled at the Leclaire Kindergarten 

Saturday afternoon to witness the unveiling of the memorial fountain on the grounds at 

the school founded by Mr. Nelson and where he watched with interest for many years  as 

young men, in former years, and children, in later years secured a part of the education. It 

was the prettiest afternoon of the week, the skies clearing for the afternoon. 

 Speakers at the exercises found it difficult to militate with three trains on the Clover 

Leaf Railroad. One passed through the yards and two others stopped to do some 

switching while the program was in progress. The puffing of the trains made it difficult 

for the audience to hear the speakers. Just as the little great grandson of Mr. Nelson, 

James E. Crawford, the second, pulled the cord and unveiled the memorial the trains 

pulled out of town and quiet was restored. 

 The program for the afternoon was an interesting one and carried out as previously 

published, with exception of remarks by Gabriel Ferrand, the architect. He was unable to 

speak on account of a cold. 

 The exercise opened with a selection by the Edwardsville Concert Band, a march by 

the Leclaire Kindergarten, and invocation by Rev. Samuel E. Arthur. 

 L. D. Lawnin, president of the company gave the introductory remarks. He said: 

_____ 

 

 We are met today to do honor to the founder of Leclaire and of the company that still 

bears his name. Mr. N. O. Nelson died October 5th, 1922, completing a life of 78 years 

that was so full of activity that he was known in many lands. Perhaps it would be more 

fitting to speak of Mr. Nelson as a citizen of the United States, so broad his interests and 

sympathies as a brother to every human creature in the world, for the [spirit] that 

permeated his being and inspired practically his every act was that of the brotherhood of 

man. 

 N. O. Nelson had a message and like many another, the world in general would not 

listen. His talents and abilities were many. He had a grasp for business equaled by few 

men anywhere and made a great success in the business world. Few read and studied and 

thought as deeply as he. He had a most open mind, ready and alert to learn from anyone 

he met and he considered, weighed, digested and then discarded or stored as seemed most 

worth while. As a speaker, he was eloquent, forceful and earnest with enthusiasm and a 

fund of information which caused him to be sought after for rostrums from one end of the 

country to the other. 

 A pioneer in the United States in the field of co-operation in business, firmly 

believing that an employee should share in the profits of the concern in which he worked 

and have a personal interest in its success, he put this belief into practice in his own 

business. Most of what men achieve during their life time does not perish with them and 

is not altered materially by their death. 



 The splendid business institution that Mr. Nelson spent an ordinary lifetime in 

building up is continuing in the main along the lines that he marked out. 

 For many days after his death, St. Louis papers and others had many articles on his 

life and activities. They were all good but one of them especially seems particularly 

apropos. The St. Louis Star of October 10th, 1922 said, ―Because N. O. Nelson, the 

profit-sharer, lost his money before he died, a lot of people will condemn his ideas. But 

would so much attention have been paid to his passing away, thousands of miles from St. 

Louis and years after he left her, if he had not been governed by a noble desire to help his 

fellow beings.‖ 

 Twenty days after Mr. Nelson‘s death, a committee of Leclaire employees held a 

meeting and passed a resolution suggesting that a suitable memorial should be erected in 

his honor, and later had a larger meeting of the employees. This suggestion was that 

employees who had known Mr. Nelson should be privileged to contribute as much as one 

day‘s pay to this memorial. The committee consisted of Wm. H. West, chairman: Wm. 

Shaw, John F. Staab, Wm. J. Heid, R. W. Van Hyning, John Hess, George Moorman, 

Reuben Glass, George Pierson, John S. Allen, M. C. Troeckler, C. C. Shagunn, W. J. 

Kennedy, Thos. W. Walton, C. Buddhu, Edward McLean and Henry Dohle.  

 Later the committee met with management of the company and at a Director‘s 

meeting, the company accepted the suggestion for a memorial and I was delegated to 

proceed with the details. From members of his immediate family who knew him best, 

came the suggestion that the memorial should be a fountain. Constently through all Mr. 

Nelson‘s philanthropy, he interwove the beautiful or visionary with the practical or 

useful, so here, following the same plan, we erect in his memory a beautiful work of art 

that will also be a much appreciated practical help to the thirsty passer-by. 

 In January, 1923 an eminent sculptor was employed to design and execute a suitable 

memorial fountain. Delays due to the congested condition of the stone quarries made it 

impossible to have this work done earlier than now. The result you now have before you. 

Others will tell you what it stands for, but I wish to say that a very substantial part of the 

cost of this memorial was borne by voluntary contributions of Leclaire and St. Louis 

branch employees of the Nelson Company. Many offers of contributions from friends and 

customers were declined because it was felt that this Memorial should come only from 

Leclaire and St. Louis branch employees who  always close to him and who probably 

benefitted more than any others by his efforts and work. 

 All of us gathered here today knew N. O. Nelson personally. And no one who every 

knew him or heard him speak could ever forget him, so strong were his personality and 

influence. But we want to do all we can to make that personality and influence carry 

forward to future years and to people who have not known him and so we are placing 

here, in this creation of bronze, not only in memory of him but as a constant reminder of 

him and his teachings. 

 In arranging this program it was desired to make it as simple as possible. At the same 

time, as Mr. Nelson loved people, particularly children, we feel that the children at the 

Leclaire Kindergarten, whom he always loved, should have a good part in the exercises. 

We also have with us some good friends of Mr. Nelson, from whom you will hear later. 

We will now listen to the man who, while not a personal friend of Mr. Nelson, knew of 

him and his activities sufficiently to design a memorial of bronze and granite that we 

hope you will agree, does justice to the subject. 



 I take pleasure in introducing the head of the School of Sculpture of Washington 

University, a man who has done much notable and original work in marble and bronze, 

Mr. Victor S. Holm. 

_____ 

 The band rendered another selection. It was followed by brief remarks by Victor S. 

Holm, St. Louis sculptor, who spoke on some of the work incident to the memorial. 

Children of the Kindergarten rendered a song. 

 The principal speaker, Dr. E. W. Fiegenbaum, followed. His subject was, ―My 

Memories of Mr. Nelson.‖ In commenting upon Mr. Nelson the speaker said: 

_____ 

 Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thirty-four years ago there came to 

Edwardsville, the most remarkable man that ever lived here. As a mere infant he came to 

this country from Norway, with his parents and seventy of their neighbors, who settled 

near St. Joseph, Mo., engaged in farming, and suffered the hardships and privations of the 

emigrant of that day. He received his education in the School of Hard Knocks, graduated 

from the University of Self Help, and brought to the development of his character an 

enormous amount of energy and enthusiasm. 

 He knew what it was to burn the midnight oil; he knew what it was to carry the 

burden of earlier years in order to lay a foundation for future business success. With a 

grim determination supported by a sound constitution, inherited from his ancestors, he 

overcame all difficulties and entered upon a most successful business career. This in 

brief, is a description of the early life of N. O. Nelson, the man whose deeds are 

enshrined in our hearts and in whose honor we are gathered today. 

 At the time Mr. Nelson came to Edwardsville he was the head of a great and 

growing industry in the City of St. Louis, and was counted among the wealthy men of the 

city. He had hundreds of men working for him in factory buildings from four to eight 

stories high, in the usual factory environment. The outlook from factory windows was 

upon the soot-begrimed roofs of adjoining buildings or upon the blank brick walls. The 

air, coming in through the windows, was laden with soot and smoke. 

 When he visited the homes of his employees, he found them living in cramped 

quarters, many of them on the higher floors of large tenement houses, with no 

opportunity for complete sanitation and no play ground for the children except the city 

streets. With his heart full of the love for mankind, this condition was not at all to his 

liking and caused intense dissatisfaction. 

 Then he had a dream, he had a vision. His plan was to remove his factories away 

from the smoke, dust and grime of the large city, into some suburban spot where fresh air 

and glorious sunshine was plentiful, and where there was unlimited space to build upon.  

He would build houses for his working men, each upon a lot of ground, with ample 

opportunity for lawn, flower beds and gardens. 

 For Mr. Nelson to plan was to act, and in 1890, he came to Edwardsville and 

selected the spot on which we are now assembled as the place upon which to realize all 

the details of his vision.  He built one-story factory buildings with ample window space 

for the admission of air and sunshine.  He planted trees, vines, shrubs and flowers and 

soon had his factories running, in ideal environment, with songs of the birds rivaling the 

hum of machines. 



 He plotted the village of Leclaire with winding streets, lined with building lots 

and upon these he built cottages and gave to each employee, the opportunity of owning 

his own home.  He also plotted a large playground that was free and open to the public 

for recreational purposes.  He built a schoolhouse to be used as a Kindergarten and 

employed teachers to supervise the little ones in their play and in their work.  A bowling 

alley was one of the popular features of this plan and was liberally patronized.  A 

beautiful lake in the residential section was ideal for bathing, swimming and rowing. 

 Mr. Nelson was a dreamer, but unlike many to whom this term is applied, he not 

only dreamed dreams, but he had the happy faculty of making his dreams come true.  

This he did by his indefatigable industry and by the use of practical knowledge that he 

gathered from many sources. 

 He was a literary man, a deep student and profound thinker.  His library was filled 

with books by the best authors and he was thoroughly acquainted with their contents.  He 

was the friend and companion of the best minds in this country and was visited by men of 

the highest literary attainment, who gladly received his visits in return.  He was a forceful 

speaker and was in great demand, for public addresses, on a great variety of subjects.  

This he could do to his own satisfaction and to the satisfaction of others, because of the 

wonderful array of facts that he was able to produce out of his vast storehouse of 

knowledge, gathered from his books, his contacts with literary men, and from his travels 

in many lands. 

 Mr. Nelson was a philanthropist and from his creed of brotherly love, no one was 

excluded.  Rich and poor alike, the wise and the otherwise, men of high and low degree, 

all were equal sharers of his bountiful store of humanitarian impulses.  No one that came 

to him for advice and counsel or in need of assistance was ever turned away.  He 

sustained the most cordial relations with his employees, called them by name, visited 

them in their homes in health and in sickness.  He built and maintained his residence in 

the beautiful village he had planned for his workingmen and lived there as long as he was 

the active head of the great manufacturing corporation. Many times I saw him on his way 

to some house in the village, bringing to the bedside of the sick, an offering of flowers 

taken from his garden.  At other times it was a book or magazine for a convalescent, that 

he brought.  I remember making a night visit to one of his employees who was sick with 

typhoid fever.  My time had been so taken up during the day that it was 2 o‘clock in the 

morning before I could make my visit.  It was before the day when we thought it 

necessary to have a trained nurse for every patient, and the friends of the sick man would 

take turns about in keeping the night watch.  Entering the sick room, I was surprised to 

see Mr. Nelson seated at the bedside, ministering to the wants of the patient. Expressing 

my surprise at seeing him there in that capacity, he said, ―Oh, I am only taking my turn 

with the rest of the boys, in taking care of this man, who needs us just now.‖  This, as you 

will agree, was expressing his philanthropy in a most practical way.  He maintained a 

school in the village to which he gave his personal attention and large sums of money.  

Here young men could get a college education for half a day and work in the shops the 

other half. 

 Mr. Nelson was a great believer in co-operation.  He believed that every working 

man was entitled to a part of the profit of every article he produced and he introduced this 

principle into his business.  With his original ideas on profit-sharing and co-operation and 

the ability to carry out his plans on a paying basis; he made a success of his plans, and 



today the great majority of his employees own stock in the corporation, receiving annual 

dividends out of the profits of the business in which they are employed. Having made a 

success of co-operation in his own business, he naturally drew the attention of students 

and investigators of profit-sharing, not only in this country but abroad as well and soon 

obtained a world-wide reputation in this particular line of endeavor. 

 Men interested in profit-sharing from all over the United States and Europe, came 

to visit Mr. Nelson and to study the plan inaugurated by him and carried to a successful 

issue.  Be it said in honor of Mr. Nelson and his plan, that during the thirty-four years that 

this business has been established it has not been found necessary to shut down the 

business for a single day.  Hard times, panics, financial stringencies and lack of orders 

has sometimes forced the business to operate on short time, but all of those adversities 

have never caused a complete shut-down of the shops. 

 My acquaintance with Mr. Nelson began shortly after his arrival in this city and 

soon developed into a friendship that did not cease until I followed his remains to the spot 

where the last words were said over his lifeless body.  Few men in Edwardsville knew the 

real Mr. Nelson, as I knew him, for we had numerous and intimate occasions when he 

would pour out his inmost thoughts and I was glad to listen.  Judging from these friendly 

interviews, I will say that last, but not least, Mr. Nelson was a religious man.  Not in the 

sense that he subscribed to any creed or dogma, not in the sense that he affiliated with 

any particular church, but at numerous times he expressed his belief in a Supreme Being, 

who created and controls the universe.  He recognized that, in as much, as he has been 

blessed with great wealth, that it was his duty to share with the less fortunate and this he 

did in an unstinted measure.  As his heart was full of the Brotherhood of Man, so also, 

was it full of the Fatherhood of God.  Like this beautiful fountain that we are dedicating 

in his memory today, that is pouring forth its refreshing and life giving streams to all 

passers-by, so was the life of Mr. Nelson, blessing all with whom he came in contact.  It 

can truly be said of him in the words of the Good Book: ―Inasmuch as ye have done it 

unto the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto me.‖ 

 To the employees of this great corporation, I would say that it was a wonderful 

and kindly thought that prompted you to erect this beautiful monument in his memory.  It 

will stand here, in the years to come, to honor the memory of the dreamer whose dreams 

came true.  It will draw attention to the fact that the beautiful village, in which we are 

now assembled, is the creature of his brain and the child of his heart and we will tell the 

story of these model shops, these comfortable cottages, these winding roads, these 

magnificent forest trees, and beautiful flowers, to our children and grandchildren, for the 

next hundred years.  We will tell them that all this is the result of the labor of the man 

who had a vision and had the courage and the capacity to bring that vision to a successful 

realization. 

 Mr. Nelson is gone.  His life and words are past history, but his deeds will live 

forever and be a blessing to unborn generations, in the years to come. 

_____ 

―Greatheart is dead they say –  

But the light shall burn the brighter 

And the night shall be the lighter for his going; 

The fire he lighted shall burn on and on, 

Till all the darkness of the land be gone, 



And all the kingdoms of the world be won, 

And one.  A soul so fiery sweet can never die 

But lives and loves and works through all eternity.‖ 

_____ 

 The address was followed by the pulling of the cord by the great grandson of the 

founder of the company, the drapes falling aside.  A benediction and music by the band 

concluded the program. 

 The fountain is an artistic design, the basin being rectangular in form, about five 

feet wide and seven feet long.  The background is a large granite slab.  A bronze turkey 

with a child sitting astride it, and two frogs in the opposite end which spout water are the 

only objects to attract attention. 

 A bubbling fountain and basin as arranged at the opposite side of the slab.  A 

bronze plate, with a likeness of Mr. Nelson and a brief inscription of his work, is placed 

above the fountain. 

________ 

 

 

 

June 14, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reid-Gius Marriage 

 
Were Married Secretly 
________ 

 

Friends in this city will be surprised to learn of the marriage yesterday of Miss 

Bernice Reid of this city and Frank Gius of Glen Carbon.  The ceremony took place in 

Glen Carbon, Justice of the Peace C. F. Bollinger, officiating. 

The bride is a charming young lady of this city and has a large circle of friends in 

this vicinity.  She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Reid of Leclaire and has been 

employed at the Nelson Company for a number of years.  Mr. Gius is a young business 

man of Glen Carbon and has many friends there. The couple have the best wishes of their 

many friends. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Accident at 1106 Troy Road 
 

Two Slightly Injured. 
________ 

 



 Gus Suhre and William Lange, carpenters who have been employed on the 

residence of George Ostendorf being erected in Leclaire, were injured shortly before 

noon today when they fell about fifteen feet to the ground. 

 Both were cut and bruised. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

August 2, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Opening New Park 
 

OPENING NEW PARK 
________ 
 
ATHLETICS TO PLAY BALL ON LEGION GROUNDS 
________ 
 
Grandstand for Fans is Under Construction at Present. 
__________ 

 

   Edwardsville‘s new base ball park, the diamond laid out at the American Legion Park, 

will be opened Sunday afternoon with a game between the Leclaire Athletics and the 

Troy Firemen.  Troy maintains a good team and they have not played here for about two 

years. 

    Work on the Legion diamond has been under way for the past several weeks.  The 

infield has been skinned and the outfield is mowed.  The field is so situated that it will 

make a desirable space. 

    Construction of a grandstand to seat 700 to 1000 persons is under way.  The concrete 

pads are in place and some of the other work is done.  Completion of the grandstand will 

be deferred until after the Legion Carnival two weeks hence, much of the lumber used in 

it being placed in the structure.  The screen backstop is up. 

    Opening of the park will probably put an end to the big Sunday baseball games on 

Leclaire diamond.  Some objections have been raised in the past by residents around the 

park on account of the noise of the audience as well as the large number of automobiles. 

    Nelson Lawnin said today that no definite action has been taken.  He and his father 

want to give the new grounds all of the encouragement possible.  They also desire to 

encourage athletics and the field can be used by boys and girls for ball games and other 

sports. 

    As long as the sports do not interfere with residents about the diamond they will be 

permitted. 

________ 

 

 

 



September 23, 1924 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Gottlieb Buettemeyer 

 

DEATH WAS SUDDEN 
________ 

 

Gottlieb Buettemeyer Dies While Sitting in Chair  
________ 
 
Arrangements for Funeral Will be Made Later  
________ 

  

 Gottlieb Buettemeyer, of this city, passed away very suddenly last evening at his 

home in Leclaire.  He had been in excellent health during his entire life and his demise 

last evening proved a great shock to his relatives. 

 The end came at 6:15 last evening when Mr. Buettemeyer was sitting in a rocking 

chair in his home talking to other members of the family.  Death came so suddenly that 

nothing could be done towards his recovery.  Deputy Coroner J. E. Marks was called and 

an inquest will be conducted sometime today to determine the cause of death. 

 Mr. Buettemeyer was born in Westphalen, Germany, on November 10, 1839, and 

came to this country in 1866.  He was married twice, the latter marriage being on January 

11, 1878.  At. The time of his death he was aged 84 years, 10 months and 12 days. 

 He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Emma Buettemeyer, four daughters, Mrs. Marie 

Renken of Hamel;  Mrs. Louisa Geisler of St. Louis; Mrs. Lena Paul of Prairietown; and 

Mrs. Emma Wolf, who has been making her home with the family; and four brothers, 

Fred, Louis and Eric Buettemeyer, all of Woodford County, Illinois, and Reinhart 

Buettemeyer of El Centro, California. 

 Plans for the funeral will not be made until the arrival of the brothers.  They are 

expected sometime this evening. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 6, 1925 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Mrs. Josephine Miller 

 

MRS. MILLER DIES  
________ 

 

Passes Away Last Night at Home in Leclaire  
________ 



 

Was Given Blood Transfusion Saturday to Provide Strength  
________ 

 
 Mrs. Josephine Miller, wife of Jos. Miller, of 812 Hale avenue, Leclaire, passed 

away at her home at 10:20 p.m. last night following a lingering illness. She was a victim 

of primary anemia and had been in ill health for the past year.  A month ago she became 

bedfast and since that time grew gradually worse. 

 On Saturday afternoon she was given a blood transfusion of 800 c.c. of blood 

which was furnished by two young men, employes of the N. O. Nelson company, Walter 

Hess and Dale Feezel. This was done in an effort to provide additional strength during 

her illness. 

 Mrs. Miller was born in St. Louis and at the time of her death was aged 61 years, 

9 months and 16 days.  When a young lady she united in marriage with Joseph Miller.  

Two children were born to this union, both of whom died in infancy. 

 Since the death of her parents, a niece, Miss Pearl Wilson, had been making her 

home with Mr. and Mrs. Miller.  She and Mr. Miller and a number of other relatives 

survive. 

 Mrs. Miller was a devoted wife and aunt and dearly loved by all who knew her.  

Her death comes as a great shock and the bereaved family has the sympathy of the many 

friends.  She was a member of the Episcopalian church and had many friends and 

acquaintances who will be grieved to learn of her demise. 

 The funeral arrangements have not been definitely arranged at this time. 

________ 

 



December 9, 1926 

Edwardsville, Intelligencer 

 

Selection of letters to Santa Claus from Leclaire children (residing or attending school in 

Leclaire) 

 

Dear Santa Claus: 

Just a line to let you know what I want for Christmas.  I want a box of tools, black board, 

water tower, pencils, tablet, aeroplane, telephone, crayons, Xmas tree, candy, nuts and 

oranges. 

Your little friend, 

George Junior Blume 

P.S. DON‘T FORGET MY TEACHERS MISS WILSON AND MISS SHAW. 

 

Dear Santa Claus, 

We are two little girls, sister is 3 yr and I am 6 yr old.  I will tell you what we want for 

Christmas.  Bring us both a bye-lo-baby and some paints and I want a tinkertoys set and 

cabinet.  Dolores wants a piano and bring us a Christmas tree.  Don‘t forget our sick 

cousins Leola and Laverne and Grandpa and aunt Velyn, Daddy and Mama. 

Your little girls, 

Belva and Dolores Howerton 

926 Ruskin Ave., Edwardsville, Ill. 

 

Dear Santa, 

I am a little boy 4 yrs old and go to Leclaire Kindergarten.  Please bring me for Christmas 

a tool chest, gas station, building blocks, race horse, story books, candy, nuts, and 

oranges and a Xmas tree.  Don‘t forget my uncles, aunts and cousins. 

Your Little Friend, 

Lester M. Troeckler 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 22, 1927 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Retzloff decapitated by train 

 

Man Decapitated By a Train Here 
________ 

 

John Retzloff is the Victim of Accident at Noon Today 
________ 

 

 John Retzloff, a resident of Edwardsville for a number of years, was instantly 

killed here at noon today by a freight train on the Nickle Plate Railroad.  The body was 



seen by R. F. Brimberry, a brakeman, after the train had passed.  He notified Deputy 

Coroner William Straube. 

 Retzloff was walking along the track a mile south of the Clover Leaf depot, 

picking up coal.  He was somewhat hard of hearing, and it is evident he did not see or 

hear the approaching train. 

 Mr. Retzloff was born in Germany and would have been 75 years old June 24.  He 

was twice married.  His first wife died in Germany and shortly before coming to America 

he was united in marriage with Miss Amelia Dumann.  She preceded her husband in 

death three years ago. 

 Seven children survive.  They are Gus Chrigger, Mrs. Fred Bast, Mrs. Ed 

Ferguson, Mrs. Thomas Crowder, Mrs. Anna Reid, Mrs. Ida Shaffer and Charles 

Retzloff.  There is also one brother, Charles Retloff of Maryville. 

 Mr. Retzloff was a member of Eden Evangelical Church.  For many years he was 

employed as a miner, but was retired.  He was a kind and loving husband and father and 

had many friends in this vicinity. 

 An inquest will be conducted tonight and funeral arrangements will be completed 

later. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 19, 1928 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: J. H. Miller 
 

J. H. MILLER DIES AFTER LONG ILLNESS 
________ 

 
Was One of First Residents of Leclaire When N. O. Nelson Located Here. 
________ 

 

 Joseph H. Miller, who came to Edwardsville as one of the first twenty families to 

settle in Leclaire, passed away at the Alton State Hospital last night at 8 o‘clock after an 

illness of nearly five years.  Death was due to cerebral hemorrhage and occurred after his 

more critical sickness of the past three months. 

 Mr. Miller‘s halth began to fade several years ago.  After the death of Mrs. Miller 

on April 5, 1925, he grew worse and was under the care of a nurse for a year.  Then he 

entered St. Anthony‘s Hospital at Alton and for nearly a year was in the state hospital. 

 Plans are being made to hold his funeral from the Strauber-Schneider Funeral 

Home Saturday afternoon at 2 o‘clock, then to St. Andrew‘s Episcopal church at 2:30 

o‘clock.  Rev. S. E. Arthur will have charge.  Burial will be made at Woodlawn cemetery. 

 Arrangements were being made today for Odd Fellows to have charge of the final 

services.  The pallbearers will be composed of Odd Fellows and members of the Moose. 

 Mr. Miller was a native of St. Louis.  The date of his birth was March 26, 1863 

and he had attained the age of 64 years, 9 months and 22 days.  He was married to miss 

Josephone Hoblar while living in St. Louis. 



 As one of the veterans of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company he came here 

with the foundation of the local plant.  He had been employed in St. Louis for several 

years.  The Miller home was one of the few scattered over the farm which was to be 

converted into a beautiful suburb.  He was a cabinet maker and was connected with the 

department for years.   

 Two daughters preceded Mr. Miller to the grave.  A half sister and two half 

brothers survive.  They are Mrs. Kate Hanken, Kansas City, Mo., Frank Miller, St. Louis 

and William Brodbeck, East St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 2, 1928 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Ivan Moorman 
 

MOORMAN RITES HERE ON SUNDAY 
________ 

 
Body of Aviator Officer Will Reach Edwardsville Tomorrow. 
________ 

 

 Lieutenant Ivan G. Moorman, a former resident of this city, whose death was 

briefly announced in yesterday‘s Intelligencer, passed away yesterday afternoon at 2:40 

o‘clock at the Miami Valley Hospital at Dayton, Ohio, where he was temporarily 

stationed at an air field.  He became ill last Friday and was operated upon for an intestinal 

disorder. 

 Lieutenant Moorman was a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Moorman.  He was 

born in Greenville, Michigan, on April 15, 1891 and would have been 34 years of age 

next month.  After the death of his father, he moved to Edwardsville with his mother in 

1896.  They made their home with another brother, Frank Moorman. He attended the 

public schools here and in 1915 graduated from the McKendree College taking a special 

chemist‘s course. 

 When Lieutenant Moorman entered the U. S. army, another brother George L. 

Moorman, came here to reside and Lieutenant Moorman spent as much time as possible 

in this city with his brother‘s family. 

 In 1915, the year of his graduation from McKendree, he was united in marriage to 

Miss Emma Berry of Pleasant Hill, who was also a member of the graduating class. His 

wife passed away the following year, leaving him with an infant daughter, Catherine, 

who survives and has since made her home with her grandparents at Pleasant Hill. 

 He at one time taught chemistry and mathematics in a New York school and was 

attending Columbia University at the beginning of the World War. He entered the aerial 

service receiving his commission as second lieutenant in 1918. 

 Since that time he has become widely known for his aviation activities.  He 

served four years in Hawaii and two years at Kelly Field, at San Antonio, Texas, also two 

years at Wright Field at Dayton, Ohio.  His permanent station is in Washington.  While 



stationed at San Antonio he piloted one of the planes that made a flight from San Antonio 

to Haiti.  In 1925 he spent several months in London and Paris and in 1926 he was sent to 

Cuba, San Domingo and the other islands to inspect the fields and supplies in preparation 

for the Good Will flights. 

 When Lindbergh was in Washington in June, Lieutenant Moorman piloted one of 

his escort planes.  He completed a four year course in aeronautic engineering in New 

York last month and had since been stationed only temporarily at Dayton.  Lieutenant 

Moorman was known throughout the United States as an aviator and had many personal 

friends in many of the large cities of the United States. 

 Besides his daughter Catherine, Mr. Moorman is survived by four brothers, Major 

Frank Moorman of Washington, E. A. Moorman of Clifton, New Jersey, Rev. C. W. 

Moorman of New York, and George L. Moorman of this city. 

 The body of Lieutenant Moorman will arrive in St. Louis tomorrow morning and 

will be brought to Edwardsville.  The present plan is to have the services on Sunday 

afternoon from the St. John‘s Methodist church.  The body will then be taken to Pleasant 

Hill, Ill., for interment. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 13, 1928  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Suburban Service Discontinues 

 

Editorial:  Suburban Service Discontinues 
______ 

 

By Gilbert S. Giese 

 The last car will be operated over the Edwardsville and Collinsville division of 

the East St. Louis and Suburban Railway System tonight.  With its departure the ―yellow 

hammer‖ will pass out of existence, so far as that particular service is concerned. 

 Some of the sentimental folks in Edwardsville will view the passing with a pang 

of regret.  The discontinuance will recall a pleasant incident to about a dozen present or 

former Edwardsville residents. 

 When the first car ran into Leclaire-the track was not laid across the Clover Leaf-

nearly thirty years ago, a dozen lads, then scarcely beyond kindergarten age, trudged 

along the dusty road out to Cottonwood Station and hopped that first car as she came 

slowly around the corner over newly laid rails.  Then they rode triumphantly into 

Leclaire.  That was one of the few thrills of a lifetime.  How those dozen kids did lord it 

over their playmates for weeks to come. 

 Tomorrow morning the Edwardsville-Collinsville passenger business will be 

handled by large deluxe buses of the Blue Goose system.  Wonder if any of those kids 

who rode the first car in thirty years ago, will take the last one out tonight, or will be on 

the first bus in the morning.  Probably not. 

______ 



 



September 15, 1928  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Suburban Service to End 

 

Editorial:  Suburban Service to End 
______ 
 

By Gilbert S. Giese 

 On the fifteenth of next month, according to official announcement, the first 

electric interurban service into Edwardsville will be discontinued and buses substituted.  

We refer to the East St. Louis and Suburban Railway Company service between 

Collinsville and Edwardsville. 

 While there are many poignant memories associated with that line and its original 

entrance into the city, the passing of the service will not be generally mourned. Residents 

of affected communities have long since ceased to use the line extensively, either for 

business or pleasure purposes.  That‘s why it is being discontinued. It has ceased to pay. 

 Officials of the system have announced that beginning the day after the interurban 

service is ended a bus service, operating on an hourly schedule, will be established 

between here and Edgemont, via Collinsville and Caseyville. 

 This bus service, officials promise, will in every way be as satisfactory and 

adequate as the interurban service. 

 The substitution will enable the company to eliminate expense items of track and 

wire maintenance.  There will be a reduction in payroll expense, since one man will 

operate the bus, while two have been on each car on that division. 

 Whether the company will undertake to remove its property from the streets of 

Edwardsville before next spring has not been announced.  An agreement has been 

reached with the city as to the nature of that work. 

 The company appears sincere in its desire to continue to render such service as the 

traffic requires.  Citizens of the affected communities will appreciate this attitude.  

_______ 

 

 

 

 

January 19, 1929 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

New Directors Added 
 

Nelson Company Adds Two Young Men to Directors 
________ 

 

Nelson Lawnin and Lawrence A. Pierce, Sons of Officials, Chosen at St. 
Louis Meeting Last Monday 
________ 

 



SEMI-ANNUAL DIVIDEND IS DECLARED 
________ 

 

Old Officers Are Re-Elected for the Year; Reports Show Business 
Compares Favorably With Others 
________ 

 

 Announcement was made today that Nelson Lawnin and Lawrence A. Pierce, 

sons of officials of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing, were placed on the board of 

directors of the company when the annual meeting of the corporation was held in St. 

Louis last Monday. One is a son of President L. D. Lawnin, and the other a son of Vice-

President A. B. Pierce. 

 Increasing the membership of the board of directors from five to seven was the 

most important business of the meeting.  The four mentioned above with J. A. Senosky, 

W. H. Baker of St. Louis and William Shaw, of Edwardsville, now constitute the 

directorate. 

 The old officers were re-elected.  They are L. D. Lawnin, president; A. B. Pierce, 

vice-president; W. H. Baker, secretary, and J. A. Senosky, treasurer. 

 The annual reports show the company‘s business for 1928 was a trifle better than 

1927 and that both years compared very favorably with the peak of the building epoch for 

several years after the World War.  At that time unprecedented building programs were 

carried out in all sections of the country. 

 When housing conditions and office buildings met requirements a slump in 

construction occurred but construction has been returning to steadiness of former years. 

 Announcement of the customary 3 per cent semi-annual dividend was made 

during the meeting.  The dividend will be paid to many employes and customers who 

have formerly accrued stock in the corporation. 

________ 

 

 

 

  

 

August 10, 1929 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Lillian Merkle Boldridge 

 

FORMER RESIDENT DIES IN ST. LOUIS 
________ 
 
Funeral Services for Mrs. G. C. Boldridge to be Held Here Tomorrow 
________ 
 

 Mrs. G. C. Boldridge, of St. Louis, passed away at her home yesterday afternoon 

at 2:45 o‘clock.  She was, before her marriage, Miss Lillian Merkle, of this city.  Death 

was due to heart trouble, as she was only ill a few days. 



 The body will be brought to Edwardsville this evening and will lie in state at the 

Marks-Weber Funeral Parlors.  Funeral services will be held tomorrow afternoon at 2:30 

o‘clock, Rev. Carl Attig officiating.  Interment will be in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

 Mrs. Boldridge was born in this city on March 30, 1895, and had attained the age 

of 33 years, 3 months and 9 days at the time of her death.  She attended the public 

schools here and was a member of the First Presbyterian Church.  About ten years ago 

she was married to Mr. Boldridge and they went to St. Louis to make their home.  To this 

union was born one daughter, Helen Mae, who preceded her mother in death. 

 Besides her husband, there survives her mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Merkle, of this 

city, two brothers, George and Charles Merkle and one sister, Mrs. Clarence Piper, also 

of this city. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 19, 1929 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Bardelmeier-Schlechte Marriage 

 

Married Wednesday 
________ 
 

 The marriage of Miss Alice Bardelmeier and Edwin Schlechte was solemnized 

yesterday morning at 10 o‘clock at the First Presbyterian church, Rev. Carl L. Attig 

officiating at the double ring ceremony. 

 The attendants were Miss Irma Schlechte, sister of the groom, and Oscar 

Bardelmeier, brother of the bride.  Lohengrin‘s wedding march was played by Mrs. Attig. 

 The bride presented a pretty appearance in a dress of white satin, trimmed with 

lace from her mother‘s wedding dress.  She wore a full length veil held in place with a 

wreath of orange blossoms.  She carried a bouquet of white rosebuds. 

 Miss Schlechte wore pale pink chiffon trimmed with cream lace and wore 

accessories to match.  She carried a bouquet of pink rosebuds. 

 The immediate relatives were entertained at a reception and dinner at the home of 

the bride‘s parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Bardelmeier. 

 The bride has a wide circle of friends in this community and has for the past 

several years been instructor at the public school here. Mr. Schlechte is employed at the 

N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company. 

 The couple departed on a short honeymoon trip and will later reside at 1022 

Longfellow avenue where the groom has erected and fitted up a home.  They have the 

best wishes of a host of friends. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 7, 1929 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 



Dogs Attack Leclaire Residents 

 

THREE PERSONS ARE ATTACKED BY DOGS 
________ 
 
State Department of Agriculture Requested to Make Investigation Here. 
________ 
 

 Three residents of Edwardsville and Leclaire are taking pastuer treatment today 

after being slightly bitten by a dog owned by Reuben Glass, which was killed yesterday 

when declared to have rabies.  Six other dogs bitten by the Glass dog have also been 

killed. 

 Supervisor Jos. A. Raffaelle today requested the Illinois Department of 

Agriculture to send a representative here to make an investigation.  At the same time he 

urged residents of Edwardsville township, outside of corporation limits, to tie up their 

dogs and watch them for twenty-one days, as provided by law. 

 Mrs. Reuben Glass, her brother-in-law, Joseph Koogle and George Berger are 

under treatment or begin tomorrow.  None of their cases are considered serious and 

treatment is a precautionary measure. 

 Mr. Glass said today that his dog returned home several days ago and he observed 

a laceration on the face.  Conditions did not improve and the dog was tied up.  It broke 

away after Mr. Glass left home for work and followed him. 

 Before the dog was again subdued it had bitten three persons and several other 

dogs.  Mr. Berger has been employed by the Kribs Constuction Company on Troy Road. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 15, 1929 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Woman Commits Suicide 

 

LECLAIRE WOMAN ENDS HER LIFE BY TAKING POISON 
________ 
 
Mrs. Lydia Wuellner Dies Last Night Short Time After Swollowing Quantity 
of Acid Stored in Basement. 
________ 
 
RECENTLY SENT HOME FROM ALTON HOSPITAL 
________ 
 
Despondency Supposedly Resulting From Ill-Health Believed to Have 
Prompted Act; Funeral Sunday Afternoon. 
________ 
 



 Mrs. Lydia Wuellner died last night at 6:30 o‘clock at the family residence, 902 

Ruskin Avenue, Leclaire, from carbolic acid, self-administrated a few minutes before 

being found by her husband and daughter.  Depression from ill health of several years is 

believed to have prompted the act. 

 She was brought home last Monday from Alton State Hospital, where she 

received treatment since last May.  The treatments had greatly improved her condition. 

Yesterday morning she was able to leave home and came into Edwardsville. 

 The acid had been stored away in the basement for several years and was formerly 

used for disinfecting purposes.  She took advantage of the few minutes her daughter was 

away from home to drink the acid. A doctor was summoned but emergency treatment 

failed to give results. 

 The funeral will be Sunday afternoon from the residence to Trinity Lutheran 

Church.  Rev. E. W. Jahn will have charge.  Burial will be at the Sunset Hill Cemetery. 

 Mrs. Wuellner was born in Pin Oak Township on March 6, 1884, and was 45 

years, 8 months and 9 days old.  Her parents were the late Mr. and Mrs. William 

Klausing. 

 On August 18, 1919, she was married to George Wuellner.  They lived south of 

Edwardsville for several years and moved to Leclaire in 1918. 

 Besides her husband and daughter, Miss Vera Wuellner, she is survived by three 

sisters and one brother.  They are Mrs. Louis Niemeier and Edward Klausing of 

Edwardsville; Mrs. John Flath and Mrs. Adam Flath of Troy. 

________ 

 

 

  

 

December 21, 1929 

Edwardsville, Intelligencer 

 

Selection of letters to Santa Claus from Leclaire children (residing or attending school in 

Leclaire) 

 

Dear Santa Claus: 

I am 1 years old. I will tell you what I want for Xmas a sled, a big pool table, a big tool 

box, candy, nuts and oranges.  Don‘t forget my sister Mary Lee. 

Your friend Jack Welch 

(Note:  There was evidently a typo in the newspaper as Jack Welch would certainly have 

been older than 1 in 1929 or had very mature taste for a 1 year old!  The Welch family 

lived at 826 Holyoake in 1929) 

 

Dear Santa Claus: 

I am a little boy 6 years old and go to Leclaire Kindergarten.  I want a scooter, tractor, 

dirigible and some candy oranges and nuts and bring my little brother Duane who is two 

years old a Kitty Kar and some kind of toy and also a Xmas tree.  Don‘t forget my 

teacher Miss Shaw. 

Gerald Grosenhelder 



 

Dear Santa Claus: 

I am a little girl five years old.  I go to Kindergarten every day.  My teacher is Miss 

Shaw.  I will tell you what I would like for Xmas, a nice big doll, set of dishes, a Xmas 

tree and a pair of bedroom slippers, candy nuts and oranges. 

Your little friend, 

Edilha V. Schmidt 

________ 

 

 

Friday, July 18, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Mrs. August Schlechte 

 

MRS. A. SCHLECHTE DIES AT HER HOME 
________ 
 
Funeral of Leclaire Resident Will be Conducted on Sunday Afternoon. 
________ 

 

 Mrs. August Schlechte, of 1021 Ruskin Ave., Leclaire, died yesterday afternoon 

at 4:10 o‘clock, after a period of illness of about a year. 

 She was born in Germany Feb 27, 1872, being 58 years, four months and 20 days 

at the time of her death.  She came to this country when she was 12 years with her brother 

and sisters. 

 Mrs. Schlechte was united in marriage to August Schlechte in 1895, at Brighton, 

Ill., by Rev. P. Hansen.  To this union seven children were born, a son, Fred, preceded his 

mother in death in 1902. 

 She is survived by her husband, two sons, Arno W. Schlechte and Edward H. 

Schlechte; four daughters, Mrs. Herman Dustmann, Mrs. John Yesnoski, Miss Irene and 

Irma Schlechte all of this city; two grandchildren and two sisters, Mrs. Louisa 

Huelsmeier of Quincy and Mrs. Fred Denkendoiff of Highland. 

 Funeral services will be Sunday afternoon at 2:00 o‘clock at the family residence 

thence to the Lutheran Church at 2:30 o‘clock, with Rev. E. W. Johns officiating.  

Interment will be in the Valley View Cemetery. 

 The pall bearers will be six nephews, Theodore and Walter Huelfmeier, William 

and Walter Deckemeyer and Edwin and Henry Kessmann, Jr. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, July 30, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 



Leclaire Resident Murdered in Edwardsville 

 

Miss Viola Miller Slain by Former Admirer Who Ends Own Life 
________ 

 
Jealousy is Cause of Killing of Pretty Telephone Operator 
________ 

 

 Miss Viola Miller, 17-year-old telephone operator at the local exchange of the 

Bell Telephone Company, was shot four times and almost instantly killed Saturday night 

at 10 o‘clock by Edward (Pete) Jedliska, world war veteran, 27 years old, in front of the 

home of E. L. Bryant, 115 North Kansas street and who ended his life in an alley near 

South Kansas and Park streets, two blocks from the scene of the first tragedy, a few 

minutes later.  Jealousy is the only known cause for the double killing.  The pair had kept 

company for several months but there were differences between them on the Fourth of 

July.  A revolver borrowed shortly before was used. 

 Miss Miller, her cousin Florence Geers of Alhambra and Orville Ostendorf were 

standing on the sidewalk at the Bryant home while the fourth in their party, Clinton 

Bryant, drove the automobile from the garage.  The four intended driving to the home of 

Mrs. Val Miller, 856 Hale avenue, Leclaire, to spend the evening. 

 A dialogue of less than a dozen words passed between the principals just before 

the shooting.  According to Miss Geers and Ostendorf, Jedliska was about three feet away 

when they saw him at the curbing. 

 Addressing Miss Miller, he asked, ―Where are you going?‖ 

 She answered with one word, ―Home.‖ 

 ―You‘ll never get there.‖ exclaimed Jedliska. 

 At almost the same instant, he brought a 38-caliber revolver using high-powered 

shells into play, and began firing.  Miss Miller screamed but none knew the exact words 

she used. 

  The first bullet entered her left breast, striking her heart.  The bullet was probably 

fired as she was turning to run away.  The second is believed to have entered the right 

shoulder.  Another entered the right side above the hip and the fourth passed through the 

right leg above the knee.  One of the bullets which passed through her body struck the 

door of the front porch a glancing blow, passing through the front door of the Bryant 

home and lodged in the hall. 

 In fear of their own lives, Miss Geers and Ostendorf ran a short distance.  Jediska 

took another course, crossing over Vandalia street, entering the alley and was near the 

rear of the Bernhardt garage when he ended his life with the remaining shell in the 

revolver.  The bullet entered the right side of his head near the temple.  He was dead 

when found a few minutes later by Night Watchman Henry Harles.  

 Miss Miller and Miss Geers had come down town during the evening with Miss 

Miller‘s parents on a shopping expedition.  The young ladies had an engagement with the 

two boys who were detained until about 10 o‘clock on account of their work. 

 Miss Geers related a detailed story yesterday afternoon.  Mr. and Mrs. Miller had 

left them not more than fifteen minutes before the shooting. 



 ―Mr. Ostendorf, my cousin and I were standing near the Imperial Bakery waiting 

for Clinton Bryant who had been detained,‖ said Miss Geers, ―when Mr. Jediska came 

along.  He called Viola aside and talked to her for a few moments.  I do not know what 

they said. 

 ―We walked down Main street to Vandalia when Mr. Bryant arrived, then east on 

Vandalia to Kansas and stopped at the Bryant home to wait until Mr. Bryant secured the 

automobile.  We three were standing on the sidewalk.  Mr. Jedliska was not over three 

feet away when I saw him.  He came across the street. 

 ―When he came up he asked Viola where she was going and was told.  He 

remarked, ‗you‘ll never get there‘ and began firing.  I ran a short distance but returned 

when I saw Mr. Jedliska running in the opposite direction.  Viola was gasping for breath 

when I reached her.‖  

 The story told by young Ostendorf is practically the same as that related by Miss 

Greers.  Bryant was not in a position to see all of what happened. 

 Many in Edwardsville were attracted by the four shots.  Drs. E. C. Ferguson and 

A. H. Oliver, who live nearby, were the first to arrive and pronounced Miss Miller dead.  

Scores of persons joined in the search in the search which was given up as soon as the 

dead body was found. 

 Movements of Jedliska after the shooting indicated that his first impulse was to go 

home.  He started in that direction and was more than half way home when he ended his 

life.  Members of the family heard the report of the shot but little suspected the cause. 

 Mrs. Miller, mother of the girl, said the pair had been keeping company at times 

for several months.  She said they had differences on the Fourth of July. She believed the 

quarrel and jealousy were the cause. 

  Members of the Jedliska family said Edward had been moody for several days.  

He had been under the care of a doctor for stomach trouble recently. 

 It will be necessary to conduct separate inquests.  Deputy Coroner J. E. Marks 

who took charge of the bodies is summoning witnesses and the hearings will probably be 

held tonight.  The deputy gave permission to remove the body of Mr. Jedliska to the 

Leadley funeral home and the body of Miss Miller was taken to the establishment of 

Marks, Weber & Company. 

 Miss Miller was the older of two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Miller.  She was born 

at Highland on September 12, 1905 and would have been 18 years old six weeks hence.  

She was about 5 years old when the family moved to Edwardsville and her education was 

received in local schools. 

 About two years ago she accepted a place as telephone operator at the local 

Kinloch exchange and was its manager when the company was merged with the Bell 

Telephone Company several months ago.  With the consolidation she accepted a place as 

an operator at the Bell exchange. 

 Miss Miller was a member of the Sunday school of the First Presbyterian.  She 

was interested in the work and a regular attendant.  She was very handy with the needle 

and made a great many beautiful pieces of fancywork. 

 Miss Miller was of a retiring disposition, quiet and unassuming and had a great 

many friends. 

 Besides her parents she is survived by one sister, Oneita Miller, who lives at 

home. 



 Her funeral will be held Tuesday at 2 o‘clock from the family residence.  Rev. 

James R. Sagor of Hillsboro, former pastor of the First Presbyterian church will conduct 

the services.  Burial is to be made at Woodlawn Cemetery.  The pallbearers will be 

Clinton Bryant, Orville Ostendorf, Norman Fields, Edward Flynn, Arthur Westerholt and 

Thomas Trigg(s). 

 Mr. Jedliska was born on a farm south of Edwardsville.  His father was the late 

Joseph Jedliska and he had made his home with his widowed mother, Mrs. Mary 

Jedliska, who lives on South Kansas street.  The date of his birth was December 17, 1896 

and he was in his 27
th

 year.   

 To his many friends he was known as ―Pete.‖  He was about five years old when 

the family moved to Edwardsville.  He attended school here and took up coal mining 

several years ago. 

 He was among the first of Edwardsville boys to go into service and spent more 

than two years as a soldier.  He left here with a contingent on September 19, 1917, 

shortly afterward landing in Europe.  He was a private in Company I, 132 Infantry and 

his discharge papers show a character and record of excellence.   

  As a soldier he took part in the Argonne and Meuse fighting, was in the Verdun 

sector, was at Troyon offensive and in the Amieus sector.  Some of the fighting was over 

periods of two or three weeks. 

 On October 10, 1918, just a month before the armistice, he was gassed, but 

overcame the effects.  He was in the Army of Occupation after the fighting ceased. 

 Mr. Jedliska was not a member of the Edwardsville Post 199, American Legion, 

but was active in work of the organization.  He was color bearer on numerous occasions, 

was frequently on duty at the death of veterans and took part in many of the affairs.  For 

personal reasons he had deferred joining until later. 

 Besides his mother he is survived by three brothers, Joseph, Fred and William 

Jedliska of Edwardsville and a sister, Mrs. Julia Catron of Barbersville, Ky. 

 Funeral services will be conducted Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 o‘clock from the 

Leadley funeral home at 1:30 o‘clock.  The religious services will be conducted by Rev. 

H. Rahn of the Eden Evangelical church.  War veterans will have a part.  Burial will be at 

the Buck road cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, August 8, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  August 8, 1930 
 

Wm J. Kennedy Dies at Residence 
________ 

 

Funeral Services Saturday Morning at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 
________ 

 



 William J. Kennedy, a widely known resident of this city, 65 years, one month 

and 27 days old, died of complications yesterday evening at 8:45 o‘clock at his home at 

1203 Emerson Street.  He had been ill for about eleven days. 

 Mr. Kennedy was born in New York City, June 11, 1865 and moved to St. Louis 

with his parents when still a small boy.  He was married to Miss Rose M. O‘Healy of St. 

Louis in 1891 where they resided until about 36 years ago.  They moved to Edwardsville 

when he became an employee of N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co. 

 Mr. Kennedy was a member of the Knights of Columbus, a member of the Holy 

Name Society, a Modern Woodman and a member of the St. Mary‘s Catholic Church. 

 He is survived by his widow, four children, Mrs. Marie R. Steele, of St. Louis; 

Frank B. Kennedy, Minneapolis; Lester W. Kennedy, Highland, Ind. and Mrs. Edith 

Olive of this city. 

 Funeral Services will be at the St. Mary Catholic Church tomorrow morning at 10 

o‘clock with Father C. A. O‘Reilly conducting the rites.  Burial will be in the Calvary 

Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 22, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

1905 Carroll-Pierson Wedding 25 Years Ago 

 

25 YEARS AGO 
________ 

 

 The marriage of George H. Pierson of this city and Miss Anna Gertrude Carroll, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Carroll was celebrated Monday afternoon at 12:30 at the 

country place of the Carroll family.  Following the ceremony an elegant banquet was 

spread.  The guests included only relatives but they numbered almost half a hundred. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Pierson left on the afternoon train for St. Louis where it is believed 

they took a boat for a river trip north.  They will be at home to their friends the latter part 

of the week at their home on Fillmore Street. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 28, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire‘s George Moorman Plays Football for McKendree 

 

EDWARDSVILLE BOY ON McKENDREE GRID TEAM 
________ 

 



(Special to the Intelligencer) 

 Lebanon, Ill., Oct 28 – Only a single freshman is holding down a regular position 

on the McKendree Bearcat football eleven line this year. 

 He is George Moorman, of Edwardsville, former crack player for the 

Edwardsville High School, where he starred for four years. 

 Moorman, who is the left tackle for the big McKendree team, is one of the best of 

Coach Arthur Doolen‘s score of tackles.  Weighing 180 pounds, and reaching six feet, 

one inch upwards, the boy from Edwardsville also possesses a world of speed.  He is fast 

when it comes to charging, and fast in tackling. 

 McKendree College will celebrate Homecoming on Saturday, and on Saturday 

night at eight o‘clock the Bearcat football eleven will face one of the toughest foes in the 

Little 19 in the form of Shurtleff College.  The Pioneers are always hard to beat. Last 

year they nipped the McKendreans 7 to 6 at Alton, chiefly through off-tackle plays.  If 

tackle Moorman of the Bearcats plays as he has been all year then the chances of a 

McKendree victory are better than ever. 

________ 

 

 

  

 

Tuesday, November 25, 1930 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Mrs. H. Dustman 

 

MRS. H. DUSTMAN CALLED BY DEATH 
________ 
 
Entire Family Ill During the Past Several Weeks; Funeral Not Set. 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Herman Dustman, of this city, passed away at the Missouri Baptist 

Sanitarium, this morning at 1:30 o‘clock.  Her death was due to blood poisoning and 

complications. 

 Mrs. Dustman was born in Strassburg, Ill, in 1897.  She was the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. August Schlechte.  Her maiden name was Regina Schlechte.  She had lived in 

this city practically all her life.  She was educated in the Lutheran school here. 

 The Dustman family has been ill for several months.  Mr. Dustman, only this 

morning was released from a St. Louis Hospital, Florence, their step-child, was taken ill 

with scarlet fever ;ast Saturday and is being cared for by relatives.  Mrs. Dustman was 

married to Herman Dustman several years ago. 

 She leaves to survive her father, August Schlechte, her mother, having preceded 

her in death three months ago; two brothers, Arno and Edwin Schlechte of this city; three 

sisters, Irene and Erma Schlechte and Mrs. John Yesnosky, of this city.  

 Funeral arrangements have not been made. 

________ 

 



 

 

 

May 27, 1931 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Kindergarten Graduation 

 

CLUBS AND LODGES 
________ 

Graduating Exercises Held 
________ 
  

The graduating exercises of the Leclaire Kindergarten and May day exercises for the 

entire school were held last evening on the lawn. The little girls were attired in yellow 

and the boys in white. Thirteen received diplomas. They were Jack Take, Edward 

Gerling, Isabel Metzger, Jeanne Godfrey, John Reid, Melba Traub, Betsy Lindbeck, Fay 

F...nstein(?), Ruth Suhre, Leonard Robertson, Robert Kleuter, Wilton Blicher, Alyne 

Poos. 

A program of songs, recitations and folk dances was given. At the close of the 

program the children were served with ice cream and cake. The tables were decorated in 

yellow and white. 
________ 

 

 

 

July 22, 1931 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

New Water Tank on Troy Road 

 

NEW WATER TANK IS BEING ERECTED 
________ 

 

Work is Resumed After Order of Commerce Commission at 
Springfield 
________ 

 

 Employes of the Ben Hur Erection Company of St. Louis yesterday began 

erection of steel columns that will support the new reserve tank of the Edwardsville 

Water along Troy Road just south of Edwardsville. Work was suspended two months ago 

awaiting orders of the Illinois Commerce Commission to do the work. Five or six weeks 

will be required to complete the tank. 

 The new tank will have a capacity of 250,000 gallons and be operated in 

connection with the tank at Main and High Streets in providing reserve supplies of water 



and increasing pressure. The principle pressure benefits will be secured by residents in 

the southern portions of Edwardsville and Leclaire. 

 Construction of the concrete foundation was completed during May.  Work was 

then suspended to permit necessary seasoning of the concrete and to await orders of the 

commerce commission after city officials raised questions over construction of the tank.  

City authorities demanded information on the nature of the structure and on the affect 

changes would have on service within the city. 

 A.P. Harris, superintendent of the company, said today that additional water 

mains will be laid along Buchanan Street to secure a water supply and eventually another 

connection will be made at Main and Vandalia Streets.  Under plans of the engineers the 

water will be carried to the tank in pipes larger than those from which the supply is 

received to reduce the friction. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 22, 1931 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Troy Road Water Tank Approved by ICC 

 

NEW WATER TANK REQUIRED ORDER OF I.C.C. HOLDS 
________ 

 

Unsatisfactory Conditions in Water Pressure and Quantity to be 
Corrected, Order Points Out. 
________ 

 

CHARGES TO BENEFIT NUMBER OF PATRONS. 
________ 

 
Commission Holds There is Nothing to Show Company Lacks 
Power to Serve Others Out of City. 
________ 

 

(Special to the Intelligencer) 

 Springfield, Ill., July 22 – The Edwardsville Water Company was authorized by 

the Illinois Commerce Commission yesterday to construct and operate a 250,000 gallon 

elevated water tank in the village of Leclaire and certain 12-inch water mains partly in 

Edwardsville and partly in Leclaire. 

 Construction of the new equipment, the order points out, is to correct certain 

unsatisfactory conditions in respect to water pressure and quantity available. 

 ―The evidence shows in general,‖ the order states, ―that improvements to the 

petitioner‘s facilities are required in order that proper service be rendered to its 



customers, and that the proposed elevated tank and water mains will constitute a material 

improvement in the said service.‖ 

 The City of Edwardsville objected to the proposed improvement on the ground 

that the construction of the improvement in the vicinity of Leclaire will divert water that 

otherwise would be supplied to Edwardsville and will result in less satisfactory pressure 

in Edwardsville. Further, Edwardsville maintained the elevated tank should be built 

within the city limits of Edwardsville instead of in Leclaire and has served notice of its 

intention to exercise an option to purchase the properties of the water company as set 

forth in the franchise ordinance under which the water company operates. Construction of 

the new facilities will embarrass the city in the purchase of these properties, the city 

asserted. 

 The evidence in the case, the commission held, does not support the proposition 

that construction of the new facilities in Leclaire and in certain parts of Edwardsville will 

be generally detrimental to water service in Edwardsville or that there is any shortage of 

water such that it is necessary to countenance poor service in one location so that another 

location may be better served.. ―So far as the record in this case appears,‖ the order states, 

―there is an adequate supply of water available and the commission has powers to require 

adequate service to be rendered in the entire territory served by the petitioner. If, after the 

construction of the facilities proposed in this application, any portion of the city of 

Edwardsville receives unsatisfactory service, the commission will entertain a petition 

seeking to rectify that situation. 

 ―It does not appear necessary in this proceeding that the commission fix and 

determine the exact location of the 250,000-gallon water tank proposed to be constructed 

by the petitioner. The evidence generally shows that such a tank is desirable and 

necessary and it may be that there should be some latitude allowed the managing officials 

of the company in fixing the proper location for this facility. So far as appears in this 

record, there has been no abuse of managerial discretion in deciding upon the location 

now proposed.‖ 

 As to the City of Edwardsville‘s proposal to purchase the water plant, it appears 

the order points out, customers in a considerable area are without adequate water service. 

 ―It does not appear reasonable, ―the order states, ―that the establishment of 

adequate service to these customers should be delayed or denied by reason of pending 

procedures in respect to the purchase and sale of the properties of this utility.  The 

Edwardsville Water Company is a public utility and is under obligation at all times to 

furnish adequate service to all its customers, and this commission is also charged with the 

duty of requiring such service to be furnished.  Such facilities, therefore, as are 

reasonably necessary to insure adequate service should be provided regardless of any 

possible future purchase of the water utility properties by the municipality or others.‖ 

 The commission further held that there is nothing to show that the Edwardsville 

Water Company has no powers to render water service except those contained in the 

franchise ordinance passed by the Edwardsville council, which limits the company to the 

City of Edwardsville.  This franchise, the commission held, does not constitute a contract. 

 ―On the contrary,‖ the order states, ―it is shown that the Edwardsville Water 

Company operates in the community of Leclaire under proper authorization, that it is a 

public utility and that it may be required as a public utility to render service without 

discrimination to all persons or prospective customers who may be reasonably entitled 



thereto.  In a number of cases before this commission it has been held that the position of 

the municipal territorial boundaries is not determinative of whether or not a customer is 

or is not reasonably entitled to service from a public utility which has facilities in the 

vicinity of his premises.‖ 

________ 

 

 

 

 

August 15, 1931 

Edwardsville Intelligencer  

Nelson Company Announce Change 

 

Nelson Company Announce Change 
Leclaire Kindergarten Will Operate Next Season on 
Nominal Fee Basis. 
________ 

 

 An announcement has been made by Nelson Lawnin of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. 

Company, that on account of eliminating all non-essential activities, the Leclaire 

Kindergarten will be operated this coming season in a limited way on a nominal fee basis.  

Miss Mildred Shaw, who has been an instructor in the kindergarten for a number of 

years, has been placed in charge.  She will ask a reasonable tuition from all, except 

children of the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Company. 

 The Leclaire Kindergarten was established about 35 years ago by N. O. Nelson, 

founder of the Nelson Mfg. Company, a philanthropist of international fame and a great 

lover of children.  The kindergarten is being kept up as a memorial to him. 

 Under the old plan Leclaire residents and employees of the Nelson Company have 

received free tuition and a very small charge was made to non-residents.  This season, 

according to the announcement, only employees‘ children will be admitted free. 

 The kindergarten is ideally located in a residential district with a well kept 

playground.  The building is large, admitting fresh air and sunshine, so essential to a 

child‘s health.  It has been accommodating on an average of 55 children a year. 

 The kindergarten has always had the recommendation and co-operation of the 

public school authorities and primary teachers and also the services of a community 

nurse. 

 Kindergarten diplomas are given and any child who has been working for one will 

have an opportunity to finish the work and receive a diploma, while others may start. 

 Miss Shaw has been a teacher in the school for 12 years and for the past three 

years has been in charge.  She is the daughter of William Shaw, one of the directors in the 

Nelson Company and a resident of Leclaire for many years. 

 Kindergarten will open September 1 at 9 A. M.  Children four years of age by 

November 1 are eligible to enter. 

________ 

 

 



 

 

August 17, 1931  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Kickman Boiler Company to Finish Water Tank 
 

Third Company Is Employed to Complete Water Tank 
________ 

 

 Boiler makers today began the construction of the big 250,000 reserve tank for the 

Edwardsville Water Company on Troy Road south of Edwardsville, the third attempt to 

complete the structure. Men employed at present have been furnished by the Kickman 

Boiler Company of St. Louis. 

 The Pittsburgh-Des Moines Tank Company was unable to erect the tank at the 

beginning on account of labor differences.  The contract was then awarded to Ben Hur 

Erection Company of St. Louis.  The structural steel was completed but new troubles 

arose when the job was ready for the rings of the tank. Each class of workmen demanded 

a foreman. 

 It is said today that at least four or five weeks will be required to complete the 

tank. Little progress was being made today. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

October 27, 1931 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

New Water Mains to Leclaire 

 

Contractor Plans to Lay Pipes for Tank Connection 
________ 

 

 Fred Luth, St. Louis contractor, was in Edwardsville yesterday making plans for 

construction of water mains necessary to connect up the system of the Edwardsville 

Water Company with the new tank on Troy Road south of the city. 

 Approximately 3500 feet of pipe will be laid.  The new water tank was finished 

recently. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 6, 1932 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Water Tower Built 



 

FIRE PROTECTION DISCUSSED DURING COUNCIL 
MEETING 
________ 
 
New Tank of Troy Road Expected to Provide Pressure for Ordinary Blazes in Leclaire 
________ 
 

TESTS WILL BE MADE WITHIN NEAR FUTURE 
________ 

 
Persons Causing Fires Through Negligence May be Arrested Under Newest 
Plans by City Officials 
________ 
 

 Fire protection for residents of Leclaire and several automobile fires here during 

the fall and winter were discussed at the December meeting of the city council last night.  

Completion of the new water tank on Troy Road is expected to provide sufficient 

pressure through which the Edwardsville hose wagon may be used at fires in Leclaire and 

other parts of the city without use of the pumper. Shortly after the new water service is in 

use tests will be made, Mayor Charles Gueltig said today. 

 The pumper will be held in reserve for use in the city when the hose wagon is 

called out. The latter is equipped with chemicals and ladders. Under the plan now being 

discussed the hose wagon would be loaned to Leclaire upon a call from an officer of the 

Leclaire Volunteer Fire Department. 

 Mayor Gueltig said today, ―Edwardsville is under no obligation to provide 

protection to Leclaire or other outlying districts but the department will stand ready to 

provide help in case of emergency. We will answer a call to another municipality in case 

it comes from a recognized and established organization. The department is maintained 

by residents of Edwardsville and the pumper must be reserved for use here.  It costs $50 

everytime the pumper makes a run. 

 ―Most of the city‘s recent fires have been caused through negligence in the 

operation of automobiles our investigations show.  Carelessness of owners have caused 

some of them. Wrecks in which one car is set on fire may be due to careless driving. The 

blazes will be investigated. Officials are considering plans of arresting persons who are 

careless and cause fires. Permitting leaves to remain in water spouts is a carelessness that 

may cause a roof fire.‖ 

 At the city hall Mayor Gueltig has posted a bulletin urging firemen to exercise 

care in making runs, reminding them of the importance of reaching a blaze without an 

accident after an alarm is turned in. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

May 17, 1933  

Edwardsville Intelligencer 



Leclaire Bowling Alley to be Destroyed 
 

Old Club House in Leclaire Doomed 
________ 

Bids are Being Taken to Wreck Social Center Built by N. O. 
Nelson 
________ 

 

 The Leclaire club house community center for residents of Leclaire and former 

employees of N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company for many years is to be wrecked, 

according to a statement made today by Nelson Lawnin, manager of the industry and 

grandson of the man who caused its erection about 40 years ago.  Bids are now being 

taken and award of a contract is expected shortly. 

 Mr. Lawnin said that the building has become an eye-sore and the grounds will be 

otherwise beautified after the structure is torn down.  The club house was one of several 

plans of Mr. Nelson to provide recreation for Leclaire residents and company employes.  

A free school, lake and campus were other things he provided. 

 Mr. Nelson began erection of his industry here about 1890.  Twenty residences 

for employees and the club house were the first buildings. 

 The club house contained two bowling alleys, reading rooms, and space for 

billiards, pool and cards.  Until about 15 years ago the building was extensively used.  In 

recent years there has been some bowling and other gatherings at the club house.  Ball 

teams used it as dressing quarters during the past few years.  

________ 

 

 

 

August 29, 1933 
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Mrs. Glass Wins Gardening Contest 

 

MRS. REUBEN GLASS WINS FIRST PRIZE IN YARD CONTEST 
________ 
 
Winners in Other Classifications Promoted by Chamber of Commerce Are 
Announced Today. 
________ 
 
BELLEVBILLE WOMAN PICKS NINE WINNERS 
________ 
 
Three Receive Cash Awards and Others Get Same Amounts in Plants for 
Further Beautification. 
________ 

 



 Winners in Edwardsville‘s first yard and garden contest, conducted under the 

auspices of the Chamber of Commerce, were announced today.  Nine winners in the four 

classifications were selected yesterday afternoon by Miss Bernice Buesch of the Buesch 

Landscape and Floral Company of Belleville. 

 Miss Buesch said the results in Edwardsville were exceptionally good considering 

the dry summer. 

 A committee of five residents of Edwardsville had charge of plans for judging the 

gardens and lawns but took no part in classifying the winners.  The committee was 

composed of C. W. Corbett, Mrs. Frank Tunnell, Miss Grace Cunningham, Harris Blixen 

and Ernest Tosovsky. 

 In the general garden contest the winners will receive cash prizes.  In the three 

other classifications those graded first or second will receive $2 in plants for further 

beautification of their places. 

 Mrs. Reuben Glass won first place in the general garden contest and received $8 

in cash.  Miss Alois Hotz was awarded second and receives $4. Third place went to Mrs. 

Nelson Voss who receives $2. 

 Prizes in the other departments were awarded as follows: 

 Rock Gardens – Mrs. Wm. Ahrens, first; Martin Dippold, second. 

 Best Collection of Annuals – Mrs. Otto Rothe, first; A. F. Sievers, second. 

 Best Vegetable Gardens – Mrs. Elizabeth Mann, first; Chas. P. Werner, second. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 13, 1933 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Annexation Proposed 

 

400 Hear Annexation Talks, Sewer Project Discussions 
at Leclaire Lake Meeting 
________ 

 
Petitions Ready for Circulation Among Residents 
________ 

 
Volunteers Must Get Majorities of Legal Voters and Property 
Owners for Filing with City Council 
________ 

 
Sanitary Conditions Outstanding Feature 
________ 

 
City Officials Pass Resolutions Giving Citizens of Additions 
Certain Pledges If They Come In 



________ 

 

 Volunteers will begin the circulation of petitions Thursday in Leclaire and other 

outlying communities adjacent to Edwardsville to secure signatures to petition asking for 

annexation, as recently suggested  by Nelson Lawnin to the Edwardsville city council as 

the most economical and satisfactory means of solving the sewer problems.  Two forms 

of petition are necessary.  One is for legal voters who do not own property and the other 

for voters who are property owners. Majorities are necessary on each form. 

 Circulation of the petitions will follow a mass meeting held at the Leclaire Band 

stand last night when an audience of 400 heard several speakers discuss the general plans.  

Owing to the limited time many of the details could not be discussed last night. 

 Mayor Wm. C. Straube assured the citizens of outlying districts that they will 

receive fair representation and will not be forced to pave streets unless a majority of 

property owners ask the improvements. 

 Nelson Lawnin presided.  He explained the purpose of the meeting and plans for 

annexation to Edwardsville.  Primarily the plans grow out of a program for Edwardsville 

to improve sewer facilities and the proposed organization of a sanitary district for 

territory surrounding the city. 

 W. H. Wisely, a sanitation engineer for the Illinois Department of Health, was the 

first speaker.  He said he believed that annexation is the only workable plan to improve 

conditions and that it should be carried out while it is possible to obtain federal funds to 

help with the cost.  He said he had been here on previous occasions to confer with city 

officials and Mr. Lawnin about sanitary conditions and told of plans for cesspools to 

bridge the gap until better arrangements were possible. 

 L. D. Lawnin, president of N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company and son-in-law 

of N. O. Nelson, founder of the plumbing business and of Leclaire was the next speaker.  

His address in full, follows: 

 ―Forty three years ago in June Leclaire was founded by Mr. N. O. Nelson, who 

laid out streets, planted trees and shrubs and otherwise beautified the residential section. 

 ―He then built factory buildings, a club house on the present site of the school 

house and several residences which were for the NONCO employees. 

 ―For many years there was no plumbing in the houses except kitchen sinks.  

Sewage was disposed of in individual cesspools.  Later a comprehensive sewer system 

was laid out and installed under the plans and superintendence of Shepherd & Morgan.  

This covers most of Leclaire and might be sufficient for some time to come if 

surrounding territory was not being filled up making it difficult to dispose of sewage 

waste.  

 ―During the early days of development of Leclaire, Mr. Nelson felt that it was not 

advisable to be a part of the City of Edwardsville because he wished to be free to develop 

the territory according to his own ideas and unrestricted by outside interference.  I think 

that you would agree that he made a good job of it.  Leclaire stands out as a very 

attractive residential community.  One of my sincere regrets has been that my business 

arrangements made it necessary for me to live elsewhere.  Leclaire has always been close 

to my heart and I shall always be interested in its development and now in appearing 

before you to suggest that the time has come when its best interests will be served by 

joining to the City of Edwardsville, I do it as one thoroughly familiar with your problems 



because I lived here for over twenty years, raised my own family in this community and 

had a great deal to do with its development. 

 ―I still own property in Leclaire and have the same interest in its future that I have 

always had.  I have come to the realization that all of the subdivisions surrounding the 

City of Edwardsville will be better off by being a part of the municipality.  For several 

years past I have felt that something of this sort was coming and would have to be faced 

but during the past few months the matter has been brought more forcibly to my attention 

by the sleeping sickness epidemic started in St. Louis County, which make it absolutely 

necessary (for) sewage problems to be hand-led in a large and comprehensive way with a 

minimum of expense and superintendence. 

 ―The Leclaire sewer system is a good one but as we are now almost surrounded 

by other settlements it is becoming harder and harder to dispose of the sewage in a 

satisfactory manner.  This is one thing to be gained by having all outside communities 

join with the City and have a complete sewer system for the entire community. 

 ―There are other things that would favor consolidation.  The first is fire protection 

which is second only to health.  Many outlying communities throughout the country, 

experienced great difficulty in getting fire protection.  They are not large enough to 

maintain a fire department of their own and adjoining communities which have fire 

departments are loathe to let their apparatus leave the limits of their own community.  I 

might say that the Edwardsville fire department has been most generous in lending their 

services but this cannot be expected in an unlimited way. 

 ―Another thing is the matter of police protection, which I am glad to say Leclaire 

has not up to the present time found very much necessity for.  Nevertheless, the time may 

come when such protection is necessary but we can‘t expect to impose upon their good 

nature forever. 

 ―The question may arise particularly here in Leclaire as to the matter of 

restrictions which apply to the property.  I want to say that the restrictions prevailing here 

governing the use of the land to residence and educational purposes are a part of the deed 

and as such cannot be changed by any City ordinance or action other than by almost 

unanimous petition of the property owners through the courts.  I want to say that, in my 

opinion, restrictions of any kind should not be unlimited in their life but, unfortunately 

our courts have full authority to change restrictions if, and when, the real necessity arises 

for a change. 

 ―I might also say that at present it is the company‘s intension to continue the 

Leclaire Lake – likewise the school house and campus – and it may be that some time in 

the future these will be actually dedicated to the public use as parks, etc.  I cannot make 

this promise now but I have every feeling it can be done. 

 ―Some of you may be reluctant to consider this entire proposition of annexation 

on account of increased taxation but I want to assure you the increase in taxation due to 

the corporate tax rate will not be sufficiently great to cause you any worry when you 

consider that you will receive quite a material reduction in insurance rates on your 

property and likewise some reduction in fire hydrant rentals. The latter, I think, are at the 

present time handled by the Water Company direct with the individuals. 

 ―Another thing to be considered is what will become of Leclaire itself when it is 

incorporated in the limits of the larger municipality.  I think you are safe in feeling that 



Leclaire is large enough, both in territory and population, to be made a ward in itself and 

it will not, in any way lose its identity. 

―The other speakers will tell you more about the method of procedure in building a sewer 

district.  I understand that the City of Edwardsville is now postponing action on a sewer 

district of its own pending some action on this annexation proposition.  From my 

standpoint it would be inadvisable for the City of Edwardsville to have its own individual 

and independent sewer district that would not take in all of the populated surrounding 

territory. If such a thing should happen it would be almost a disaster for the outside 

territory.  Other speakers are better qualified to tell you of the plans in this respect. 

 ―I might say in passing that St. Louis County, which now has a population of 

almost one-fifth that of the City of St. Louis, is faced with a very serious proposition as to 

the disposal of its sewage and there was considerable attached to it owing to political 

chicanery.  The City of St. Louis, itself is provided with a wonderful sewer system which 

is plenty large to take care of the county provided the county communities were 

incorporated with the City.  At the present time there are twenty separate and distinct 

municipalities in the St. Louis County, each of which is trying to solve its own sewer 

system and other municipal problems.  Sooner or later all of these communities will be a 

part of the greater City of St. Louis. 

 ―I want you to fully understand that I am not speaking entirely for Leclaire in 

urging the extension of the Edwardsville city limits.  My feeling is that the time has now 

come when all of the subdivisions and inhabited spots surrounding Edwardsville should 

be joined to the city.  They should partake of the responsibilities of Government as well 

as receive the benefits of safety in the matter of health, fire and police protection and 

many other things 

 ―All things considered now is the proper time to favorably pass on the proposition 

to request the City of Edwardsville to extend its city limits to take in not only Leclaire but 

Mahler Heights, Metcalf Addition, Gueltig Addition, Paul Jones Addition and all others.  

Such communities practically surround the city.‖ 

 Mayor Straube, the next speaker presented, called attention to a special session of 

the city council last Saturday afternoon at which resolutions favoring annexation were 

adopted.  He read the resolution adopted to refer the plans for the sewer project to a 

referendum vote by all interested.  Mayor Straube then discussed the question of 

permanent improvements and suggested possible organization of six city wards to 

provide proper representation.  The question of wards will be acted upon later if 

annexation goes through. 

 G. L. Lyman, resident and property owner of Leclaire with business interests in 

other cities spoke briefly.  He said he favors the annexation plan, declaring it the best 

move at present. 

 Attorney Thomas Williamson discussed some of the legal phases.  He said that 

Edwardsville had long court(ed) Leclaire but was not in position to propose.  He said that 

with the proposal coming from elsewhere Edwardsville is ready to accept and he believes 

the union will be a success after marriage without grounds for divorce. 

 He spoke of the merits of the sewer plan and made comparisons with the sanitary 

district.  As a lawyer he said he believed that the federal authorities will not approve the 

plan of providing money to help build the surrounding communities (____).  He said that 

he believed that if the surrounding communities are placed in the sanitary district the 



improvements would be made at prohibitive cost with a duplication in forms of 

improvement and controlled by two forms of government.  He said he thought that 

consolidation of the sewer problems would have the best results. 

 Mr. Williamson paid high tribute to Mr. Nelson in establishment of the business 

and residential section here and progress made in over two score of years.  He spoke of 

how the community had been able to get along without police protection and a very small 

amount of fire protection.  He said that Leclaire has stood as a model and pattern for 

similar projects in the United States and would not lose its identity through annexation. 

 In closing the meeting Nelson Lawnin outlines the proposed boundaries, said the 

petitions will be immediately prepared for circulation and explained the two forms that 

will be needed.  They will be circulated by persons living in the communities asking 

annexation. 

 He said that some farm lands are included in the proposed boundaries but that 

they are needed to control the water shed and streams that lead into Cahokia Creek, the 

principal drainage outlet. 

 Tax records must be checked to obtain a complete list of property owners in the 

area and determine whether a majority of names has been obtained when work is 

finished. 

________ 

 

 

 

 
September 15, 1933 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Eight are chosen to secure names 
 

EIGHT ARE CHOSEN TO SECURE NAMES 
________ 

Preliminary Work is Being Done to Get Signatures for Annexation 
________ 

   

 Eight volunteers have been selected by Reuben Glass of Leclaire, to circulate 

petitions asking that Leclaire, East Leclaire, Mahler Heights and Metcalf Place be 

annexed to Edwardsville. Some of the preliminary canvassing has been done by Mr. 

Glass and Artie Westerholt, one of the workers. They said today that the early response 

has been satisfactory. 

 In most instances the property owners and voters are either signing immediately or 

are requesting but a brief period for final consideration. Efforts are being made to have 

the petitions prepared for filing for the mid-month meeting of the council next Tuesday 

night. 

 The four districts where petitions are to be circulated and the volunteers in each are, 

Leclaire, Artie Westerholt and John Reid, Sr.; East Leclaire, George Fischer and Walter 



Westbrook; Mahler Heights, Clarence Herder and Ferdinand Hotuiz; Metcalf Place, Lee 

Geers and John Hofmeier.  

 Petitions also are to be circulated in other outlying territories. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 26, 1933 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Cooperative Store Sold 

 

OWNERS OF STORE WILL MAKE PROFIT 
________ 

 

Stock They Purchased at Organization of Leclaire Store Up 200 Per Cent 
________ 

 

 Within another week or ten days nearly 100 stockholders of the Leclaire 

Cooperative Association will receive checks of approximately $75 each in payment for 

their interest, following the recent sale of the business to Charles Mulach, Worden and 

his brother, Limer Mulach, Edwardsville.  The two brothers have been in charge of the 

business during the past week. 

 The stockholders originally invested $25 each in promotion of the business.  Each 

holder was entitled to only one share.  During the past 40 years the value has increased 

200 per cent.  The business was begun on a small scale and the increase in stock as 

expansions occurred resulted in the greater value. 

 The store was one of the cooperative ideas of N. O. Nelson, founder of N. O. 

Nelson Manufacturing Company.  At one time his cooperative plans were carried on 

along a large scale. 

 Persons who acquired stock in the store were permitted to make a complete 

payment or after payment of installment used their dividends to pay the amount due.  The 

stockholders were allowed six per cent on their investment and they received dividends 

ranging from two to ten per cent on their purchases. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, March 9, 1934 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reuben Glass Runs for Alderman 
 

REUBEN GLASS IS OUT FOR OFFICE 
_____ 
 

First to File Petition in New Ward, His Term Will be for Only One 
Year. 



_____ 
 

 Reuben Glass, of 1014 Troy Road, is the first citizen of the newly annexed 

territory composing Edwardsville‘s fifth ward to be a candidate for alderman.  He has 

filed a petition with City Clerk Bruce Fiegenbaum as a candidate on the Independent 

Voters Party ticket.  The election will be held April 17. Fifth ward voters will cast their 

ballots at Leclaire Cooperative Store. 

 Mr. Glass has been a resident of Edwardsville and Leclaire since a boy of 11 

years.  He has lived in Leclaire for 27 years. For years he has been active in affairs of this 

community, especially in promoting improvements in Leclaire. 

 He has been connected with N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company for many 

years and for a long time has been in charge of the maintenance department. He has been 

in charge of the streets and had supervision of construction of sidewalks, water and sewer 

mains and the lighting system.  He is thoroughly acquainted with all the appurtenances 

that make up the principal conveniences in the annexed territory. 

 After citizens of Leclaire and the other annexed subdivisions concluded that 

annexation was necessary to solve some of their problems they selected Mr. Glass to 

have charge.  He supervised the activities of a group of workers, assisted with the 

petitions, discussed the plan, helping for final termination. 

 Two aldermen will be chosen from the fifth ward to serve one year.  In 1935 

when the mayoralty election is held, one alderman will be elected for a two-year term and 

another for one year. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 13, 1934 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire School Referendum 

 

EDITORIAL:  School Election Tomorrow. 
________ 

 

 The Intelligencer invites the attention of every qualified voter in the Edwardsville 

school district to the school election tomorrow. 

 The president and two members of the Board of Education are to be elected. The 

retiring president, Jesse L. Simpson, and the retiring board members, Mrs. Geo. A. 

Hundlon and Frank Godfrey, are candidates for re-election.  They have no opposition. 

 A substantial turn-out of voters, in spite of the fact that there is no opposition 

ticket in the field, would constitute a vote of confidence certain to be appreciated. It 

would say to the school officials that the voters take an interest in school affairs.  It would 

inform them that their own rather extensive efforts on behalf of the schools, is 

appreciated and approved. It would be an encouragement in the future. 



 There is an added reason why voters should participate in the election this year.  

On the ballot will appear the proposal of taking over as school district property the 

Leclaire School, the grounds surrounding it and the campus across the street. 

 In connection with the annexation project approved early this year the N. O. 

Nelson Co. has generously offered to turn over the property for school purposes.  The 

Nelson Company has agreed to turn over the property, conservatively valued at from 

$12,000 to $15,000 at present deflated prices, for the nominal sum of $1,000, which will 

do little more than compensate the company for all the expense it has been put to incident 

to the transfer. 

 At the same time the Nelson company has offered to turn over to the city, without 

expense, the Leclaire Lake and park surrounding it.  That matter is now before city 

officials, for study of the details, and is expected to be acted upon favorably by the city 

within the next few weeks. 

 Under existing school laws, it is necessary that the Board of Education obtain the 

approval of the voters before it can acquire the school property and campus.  The 

question is to be submitted tomorrow. 

 There should be an unanimous vote in favor of the acquisition of the property.  

The Board of Education will never again, in all probability, be able to acquire such a 

valuable property at virtually no expense. 

 The suggestion has been made that the present Leclaire school building will be 

altered to form four rooms for the use of younger pupils living in that section of the city.  

They are now required to walk the long distance to the Columbus building, a real 

hardship in bad weather. The Columbus building is crowded.  The time is not far distant 

when provisions for expansion must be made. Here is the opportunity to do it at nominal 

expense.  

 Two affirmative votes are needed to approve the proposal.  A detailed explanation 

of how to vote and a specimen ballot appears elsewhere in this edition. It should be 

carefully studied. 

 It is to be hoped that a representative number of voters will turn out for the school 

election tomorrow; that they will give the retiring school officials a vote of confidence, 

and that they will authorize this valuable addition to the school property. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 1, 1934 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Fire at 1103 Troy Road 
 

HOME IS DAMAGED 
________ 
 

W. L. DUCKLES RESIDENCE ON FIRE FRIDAY 
________ 
 
Flames Cause Loss of at Least $1500 on Troy Road 



________ 
 

 The home of W. L. Duckles, cashier of the Citizens State & Trust Bank, at 1103 

Troy Road was threatened with complete loss by fire yesterday afternoon at 4:15 o‘clock 

which caused a serious flame for a short time.  The loss today had not been accurately 

computed but it may be as great as $1500 or even higher.  The electric wiring may have 

been the cause. 

 The Leclaire Volunteer fire department responded to a call but the fire had gained 

such headway that the fighters were unable to get it under control with the equipment. 

Another call was sent to the Edwardsville department and upon assurance that the 

customary fee would be paid the firemen responded. 

 The fire was discovered by Mrs. Duckles after she was attracted by a number of 

unusual noises. She was in one of the second floor rooms, sewing at the time. Attracted 

by the noise from the attic she thought ―Grandma‖ Duckles had gone there for something. 

 About the same time the telephone rang. She answered the call and had a short 

conversation with a friend. By that time the noise had increased and Mrs. Duckles started 

on an investigating tour. Opening a doorway into the attic she was confronted with 

flames and a cloud of smoke. Mrs. Duckles rushed to the telephone and began calling 

help. 

 The delay in making the discovery caused the flames to gain considerable 

headway. Water pressure was below normal. When the fire was extinguished nearly all of 

the roof had been burned away. Besides the loss from the blaze considerable damage was 

done by water. The loss is fully covered by insurance. 

 Members of the family will be at home with Attorney and Mrs. B. G. Waggoner 

for a few days. 

 Women took part in saving furniture. Several entered the residence and helped 

carry out articles. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 8, 1934 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Virgil Henry Meikamp 
 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Meikamp Dies 
________ 

 

 Virgil Henry Edward Meikamp, young son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Meikamp of 

this city, died at the home of his parents at 4 o‘clock yesterday afternoon, following a 

nine years illness due to diabetes.  Funeral services will be held from the parents home at 

310 Jefferson Road at 2 o‘clock Sunday afternoon to the Trinity Lutheran Church at 2:30, 

Rev. E. W. Jahn, pastor, officiating. Interment will be made at Woodlawn. 

 The boy was born here November 6, 1923.  He was baptized in the Trinity 

Lutheran Church and attended the Lutheran parochial school.  Besides his parents, he 



leaves one sister, Miss Irene Meikamp, one brother, Harold Meikamp and his paternal 

grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Meikamp, Sr. all of this city. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 16, 1934 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Contract Awarded for School Renovation 
 

CONTRACT AWARDED FOR SCHOOL WORK 
________ 

Alton L. Logan to Have Building in Leclaire Ready by August 24 

________ 
  

 Bond of Alton L. Logan, Edwardsville contractor, was approved this afternoon by 

members of the board of education as the final step for him to begin work tomorrow 

morning on alterations at Leclaire School which will be reconditioned for use as a school 

for lower grade children. He has been awarded the general contract for work that will cost 

$5,602.88. The contract does not include plumbing, heating and lighting which will cost 

approximately $3000 more. 

 Under terms of the contract the work is to be finished on August 27 and the 

maximum number of men will be employed daily to speed up the changes. He has 

approximately 33 full days to complete the work. 

 An excavation will be made under the entire building to provide basement space and 

a new brick foundation will be constructed. The contract provides for a great deal of 

general work over the entire structure. When finished the building will be suitable for 

school purposes for many years to come. Plastering and painting are provided in the 

contract. 

 Within a few days the building committee of the board will be ready to receive 

proposals for the three subcontracts that are to be awarded. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 2, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Abbee Enters Race for Alderman 
 

A. H. ABBEE IS IN RACE AS ALDERMAN 
________ 
 



Official Completing First Year as Representative from New Fifth 
Ward 
________ 

 

 A. H. Abbee, serving a one-year term as one of the first aldermen of the Fifth 

Ward, made formal announcement today of his candidacy for re-election at the municipal 

election to be held on Tuesday, April 16. He will be one of the candidates on the ticket 

headed by G. Dietrich Cassens, who has entered the campaign for mayor. The candidates 

have not announced a name for their ticket. 

 Mr. Abbee has lived in the district composing the Fifth Ward for nearly 20 years. 

When the plans for annexation were discussed he became one of the leaders to carry them 

to completion and was then elected as one of the first aldermen.  Two aldermen will be 

elected to represent the ward. 

 During his first year in office he has taken an active part in administration of city 

affairs. He is serving on the park and playgrounds, police, fire and water and board of 

health committees. 

 Mr. Abbee has been a locomotive boiler maker for 28 years and was employed in 

St. Louis and Chicago before coming here to live. He has been employed by the 

Litchfield and Madison Railroad Company for 18 years. 

 Mr. Abbee owns his home at 1024 Troy road and is a taxpayer of Edwardsville. 

He is married, his family consisting of three children. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

March 25, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Shaw Golden Wedding 
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. William Shaw entertained Sunday in honor of their fiftieth wedding 

anniversary at their home in Leclaire.  There were thirty-five relatives present. 

 A buffet supper was served at seven o‘clock.  The table was decorated with 

jonquils and white sweet peas and lighted with yellow and white tapers.  Cut flowers and 

ferns were used to decorate the rest of the home. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Shaw were married in Belleville, Ill., March 25, 1885.  The family 

of seven children are all living, as are seven grandchildren.  Mrs. Shaw was born in 

Illinois in 1865.  Mr. Shaw was born in England in 1860 and came to the United States 

when a boy.  They have resided in Edwardsville for 40 years.  Mr. Shaw has been 

connected with the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company for 46 years and is still active 

as superintendent of the machine shop division of the company.  Mr. and Mrs. Shaw 

received many beautiful flowers and gifts from relatives and friends. 



 Those present were Mr. and Mrs. William Hucke, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Guion and 

son, Edward, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Reisel and son, Richard, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Reisel, 

Mrs. Charlotte Reisel, of St. Louis; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Glass, Jr. of Bloomington; Mr. 

and Mrs. James H. Miller and daughter Harriet of Chandlerville, Mr. and Mrs. S. V. 

Crossman and daughter, Laura Elizabeth, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. McKee and daughter, 

Josephine; Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Shaw and daughter, Elizabeth Ann, Miss Mildred 

Shaw, Miss Ruth Shaw, and Evan Shaw, of this city. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 23, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Birth Announcement: Richard Dean Reid 

 

Announce Birth 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. Lawnin Reid are announcing the birth of an eight pound baby boy 

born July 22.  The child has been named Richard Dean.  The mother was the former 

Genevieve Walter. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 23, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Erwin Sehnert, Jr. 

 

YOUNG MAN DIES WHEN CRUSHED BETWEEN TRUCKS 
________ 
 
Erwin Sehnert, Jr., 28, In Act of Cranking Motor With Broken Starter; Motor 
Was in Gear 
________ 
 
DIED AT HOSPITAL WITHIN 30 MINUTES 
________ 
 
Internal Injuries of Stomach and Chest Result; Funeral Services to Be Held 
on Friday. 
________ 

 



 Mr. Erwin Sehnert, Jr., of this city, was fatally crushed between two trucks at 

Litchfield this morning.  A truck he was cranking by hand was in gear.  It crushed him 

against another truck a few feet ahead. He is a son of Erwin Sehnert, Sr., a highway 

supervisor, whose territory is from Edwardsville to Pana. 

 The truck which caused the fatality has recently been without a starter. The new 

starter had been received and was to have been installed today. 

 Mr. Sehnert was in a crew making repairs on U. S. 66 north of Litchfield.  He 

drove the truck to a lot in Litchfield last night where it was parked with two other trucks. 

This morning about 6:30 o‘clock he went to the lot to get the truck. 

 His father said that the motor started firing on the first quarter turn. It is not 

known whether the truck was left in gear last night or the shift had been changed by 

others. Mr. Sehnert was moved to St. Francis Hospital where death occurred within 25 

minutes.  His chest was crushed. 

 Coroner George Chase of Hillsboro conducted the inquest this morning.  The jury 

returned a verdict of accidental death. 

 Mr. Sehnert was the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Sehnert of 716 Hale 

Avenue.  He was born here on October 27, 1907 and was 27 years, 8 months and 26 days 

of age. His mother formerly was Miss Emma Rizzoli. 

 He attended the Edwardsville public schools. Completing his education here he 

was employed as a member of a corps of Frisco railroad engineers. For three years he 

was in this work on locating a railroad between Columbus, Miss., and Pensacola, Fla.  

For several years he was employed in the civil engineering department of Shell 

Petroleum Corporation at Roxana. He was a member of Edwardsville Council No. 1143 

Knights of Columbus. 

 The funeral will be Friday morning at St. Boniface Catholic Church.  Rev. E. J. 

Eckhard will officiate. Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery.  The body is at Straube 

Funeral Home today. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, July 26, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Irwin Sehnert, Jr. Buried 

 

IRWIN SEHNERT, ROAD MAINTENANCE MAN, BURIED 
________ 

 

 More than 150 road maintenance men in the eighth district of the Illinois division 

of highways this morning attended the funeral services here of Erwin Sehnert, one of 

their number, who was fatally injured Tuesday morning while cranking a truck at 

Litchfield. Erwin Sehnert, Sr. is supervisor for the district.   

 Services were conducted at St. Boniface‘s Catholic Church at 9 o‘clock.  Rev. E. 

J. Eckhard officiated.  Burial was made at Calvary Cemetery.  The pallbearers were 

Marvin Schoeck, Marine; Robert Liebler, Virgil Mindrup, Roman Erspamer, Carlin Faust 

and Robert Shepard. 



 Many other places were represented by relatives and acquaintances who attended.  

They came from Farmersville, Raymond, Hillsboro, Taylor Springs, Nokomis, Gillespie, 

East St. Louis, Granite City, Marine, Highland, St. Louis, Minneapolis and Duluth, Minn. 

________ 

  

 

 

Monday, September 30, 1935 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Caroline W. Carroll 

 

CARROLL FUNERAL SERVICES TUESDAY 
________ 
 
Mrs. Caroline W. Carroll Dies at Home of Daughter Early Sunday 
________ 

 
 Mrs. Caroline W. Carroll, 83, died at 1:05 a.m. Sunday, at the home of her 

daughter, Mrs. George H. Pierson, 949 Hale avenue.  Death was due to complications of 

old age. 

 Funeral services will be conducted Tuesday morning at 8:30 o‘clock at the 

Pierson home with services following at the St. Mary‘s Catholic Church at 9 a.m.  Burial 

will be in the St. Elizabeth‘s Catholic Cemetery in Marine. 

 Mrs. Carroll was born in Germany Nov. 30, 1851, coming to America with her 

parents in 1856.  She moved to Madison County in 1860.  In 1875 her marriage to 

Thomas J. Carroll took place and they made their home on a farm in Alhambra Township 

for a number of years.  He preceded her in death 23 years ago.  Mrs. Carroll had lived in 

Edwardsville since 1907.  She was affiliated with the St. Mary‘s Catholic Church of this 

city. 

 Surviving are five children, Leo Carroll; Edwin Carroll, Alhambra; T. P. Carroll; 

Mrs. C. A. Cowan, St. Louis; and Mrs. George H. Pierson, of Edwardsville.  She also 

leaves ten grandchildren and one great grandchild.  Five sisters and three brothers 

preceded her in death. 

________ 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 12, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

WPA Projects Delayed 

 

WEATHER PREVENTS CARRYING ON WORK 
________ 
 
Moderation Necessary Before WPA Projects Can Be Resumed in County. 



________ 

 

 With zero weather, which has frozen the ground to a depth of 24 inches and snow 

and ice, WPA projects in Edwardsville and other parts of Madison County have now 

been suspended for more than two weeks.  Persons in charge of the projects said today 

they hope that in several more days outside work may be resumed.  The work is being 

delayed only on account of weather conditions.  Men report on their usual work days only 

to be sent home. 

 When the work is resumed the first activities will be the cutting of brush and trees 

where necessary and removal of dead wood.  Handling of soil will be started as soon as 

ground thaws sufficiently. 

 The Orchard Street project here is virtually finished and the 100 men who were 

assigned to it have been transferred to a combination project which includes Leclaire 

Lake and the Children‘s Playgrounds.  The nature of the work will probably result in 

greater activities at the playgrounds until a moderation occurs that will permit working 

about the lake water. 

 At present the lake is frozen over.  Drainage of the lake will be necessary to do 

the planned work.  In deepening the lake the surplus dirt will be used for widening and 

improving the roadways.  A sand beach about 1600 feet square is to be built on the west 

bank and a walk is planned around the body of water. 

 Completion of Orchard street fill was necessary before all plans for the 

playgrounds could be carried out.  Rip-rap construction is planned along the eastern side 

of the branch from Chapman street through the grounds. A four-foot dike will be built to 

help control the water. The channel of the former branch will be filled.  The road will be 

improved and dirt taken from the slopes will provide additional level space. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 11, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary; John S. Allen 

 

John S. Allen Dies at His Home 
________ 
 
Final Rites will be Conducted at the St. John’s Methodist Church Friday 
________ 

 

 John S. Allen, 70, resident of this city for many years, passed away yesterday at 

11:35 p.m. at his home 926 Holyoake Road.  He had been in failing health for some time 

but had been active until March 6, when he contracted pneumonia. 

 The body will be at the Marks-Weber Funeral Home until 4 o‘clock Thursday 

afternoon when it will be taken to his home.  Funeral services will be held Friday at 2 

p.m. at the St. John‘s M. E. Church.  Burial will be in the Valley View Cemetery. 



 Mr. Allen was a son of Malachai and Nancy Allen, was born July 10, 1865 at 

McCameron, Ind. As a youth he moved with his parents to Donnellson, Ill., where his 

father engaged in the lumber business and he took up the study of telegraph.  For a period 

of 25 years he was employed as agent for the Clover Leaf Railroad and later became 

connected with the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company in Edwardsville as traffic 

manager, where he worked until his death. 

 He was united in marriage to Miss Mary Alice Hutchinson of New Douglas 

December 31, 1886. She survived with two daughters, Miss Mable Allen and Mrs. Ruby 

Bardelmeier of this city; two sons, James Allen, Edwardsville, Glen Allen of Alton and 

one grandson.  A son Stewart preceded him in death. 

 Mr. Allen was for many years interested in the Boy Scout movement and served 

as secretary of the Scout Board.  He was a member of the Masonic Lodge, the Knights of 

Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America.  He had also taken an active part in the 

charitable organizations of the city for a number of years. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 14, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

John S. Allen Funeral 

 

Funeral Services Held for Late John S. Allen 
________ 

 

 Final rites were conducted yesterday afternoon for John S. Allen, who died 

suddenly this week of pneumonia.  Services were held at his residence on Holyoake Road 

with church services following at the St. John‘s M. E. Church at 2 o‘clock.  Rev. J. W. 

Cummins, the pastor, officiated and was assisted by Rev F. C. Stelzreide.  Burial was in 

Valley View Cemetery. 

 The pallbearers were George Meyer, Perry H. Hiles, George Moorman, James L. 

Watson, John Hess and Ralph Suffolk of this city. 

 Out of town relatives and friends who attended the services were:  Mr. and Mrs. 

W. E. Allen, Mrs. Geraldine Risk of Terre Haute, Ind., L. A. Goodwin, Mrs. H. W. Park, 

Jackson, Mo., Mrs. Mulford and Mrs. Ralph Barnhill, Greenville, Mr. and Mrs. Jim 

Hittle, Forest Hittle, Harry Young, Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Wafer, Will Boone, Mrs. Ruby 

Barnhill of Donnellson,  Mirs. Caroline Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Glen Jones, Mr. and Mrs. John 

Van Hooser, New Douglas, Mr. and Mrs. Newton Treese, Mrs. Sam Schultz, Mr. and 

Mrs. Glen Allen and son, Alton, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Eyman, Mrs. Earl Eyman, Mrs. 

Virgil Eyman and son, Litchfield, Mrs. Aline Sinclair, Mrs. Cyrus Geers, St. Louis, Mr. 

and Mrs. Wm Rotter, Granite City, Miss Marie Allen, Litchfield. 

________ 

 

 

 



 

Monday, March 30, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Leclaire Lake Drained by WPA 

 

ENTIRE LECLAIRE LAKE WILL NOW BE DRAINED 
________ 

 

Under plans decided upon today, all of the water in Leclaire Lake is to be drained, under 

a WPA project, and as much of the muck and mud in the bottom as possible will be 

removed.  The water is not as deep as formerly believed and drainage will be completed 

earlier than expected. 

 The first big fish to be secured from the lake was caught Saturday by Peter Pike, 

one of the workers.  It was a carp weighing about 10 pounds. The number of fish in the 

lake is limited, it is believed, but persons watching the work have observed a few others 

which appear to be equally as large. 

 The amount of mud to be removed from the bed of the lake will depend upon the 

rapidity with which it dries and the number of men working on the project.  Removal of 

the water will permit clearing out of all cans and other refuse thrown into the water. 

 Construction of a cement walk around the lake has been discussed.  Along the 

southwest bank it is planned to make a two-foot fill and it is feared the embankment will 

not settle sufficiently for the walk. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 6, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Former Leclaire Residents Killed 

 

Former Residents are Killed, Daughter Hurt 
________ 

 

 August Dierderichs, 67, former superintendent of the cabinet mill of the N. O. 

Nelson Manufacturing Company, and his wife, Mrs. Lydia Diederichs, 66, died at St. 

Louis County Hospital Wednesday from injuries suffered earlier in the day when his 

automobile collided with a truck loaded with empty beer bottles.  Their daughter, Miss 

Edna Deiderichs, 40, suffered a possible fractured skull and broken left leg. 

 Harry Frisch, who was riding in the rear seat with Miss Diederichs, escaped with 

minor injuries.  The family lived at Troy and Jefferson roads while residents of this city. 

________ 

 

 

 

 



Friday, August 14, 1936 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Nelson Reid Injured 

 

NELSON REID IMPROVING FROM SEVERE FOOT BURNS 
________ 

 

 Nelson Reid, of 846 Holyoake Road, this city, is showing improvement this week 

from a severe case of burned feet and legs, suffered in an accident Saturday. 

 Mr. Reid was burned when a pair of shoes he was wearing and had just cleaned 

with a cleaning fluid burst into flames when a match was dropped near them.  Before 

Reid could extinguish the blaze, both feet were burned seriously.  The condition of one 

foot is worse than the other, with burns extending up the leg.  Reid jumped into a tub of 

water to put out the fire. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 29, 1937 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Iris for Sale in Leclaire 

 

WANT ADS 
________ 

 

FOR SALE – Iris plants, named varieties grown as hobby, surplus plants sold each year.  

Special collection offer 15 labeled varieties from $5 to $2.50 each.  Delivery in June or 

July.  Arno W. Schlechte, 1014 Longfellow avenue. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 2, 1937 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

John Reid Park Custodian 

 

Has Police Power 
________ 

 

 John Reid, custodian at Leclaire Park, was provided with a city police officer‘s 

badge Wednesday by Chief of Police August Soehlke.  In the future he will exercise the 

powers of an officer in maintaining order at the grounds. 

________ 

 

 



 

August 30, 1937 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Woodenware Firm May Locate Here 
 

WOODENWARE FIRM MAY LOCATE HERE,  
$1000 IS NEEDED 
________ 

 
Chamber of Commerce is to Conduct Drive Tuesday to Secure Funds 
Move Equipment to Nelson Plant. 
________ 
 

CABINET MILL AND MACHINERY IN DEAL 
________ 

 
Thirty Citizens Will Hold Meeting Monday Night to Plan Drive;  
Prospectus Furnished Last Week 
________ 

 

    Announcement was made in Edwardsville Monday that a St. Louis firm that 

manufactures a large assortment of wooden specialties will move its plant here if citizens 

provide $1000 to defray the expense of moving equipment.  In a prospectus which has 

been supplied to residents it is estimated that 60 to 70 men will be employed after the 

plant is in operation for a year or 18 month. 

    An arrangement has been made with the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company 

through which the St. Louis firm will take over the building now occupied as offices and 

the cabinet mill of the Nelson company.  Nelson Lawnin, vice-president and manager of 

the company, announced Monday that the cabinet mill will suspend operations if the new 

arrangement is carried out and any cabinet work needed will be acquired from the new 

firm or elsewhere. 

    Negotiations to bring the new firm to Edwardsville have been underway for several 

weeks it was stated Monday.  It was not until Thursday that W. G. Funck, his associates, 

members of the promotional committee of the Chamber of Commerce and a 

representative of the Nelson Company reached a definite decision on the plan. 

    The company manufactures wood specialties and sells principally to other 

manufacturers.  Among the articles the company manufactures are crates and boxes, 

couch legs, arm rests and other furniture parts, handles for electric and other kitchen 

utensils, game and toy parts, display stands and miscellaneous finished wood products 

ready for fabrication.  They have among their customers many nationally known 

concerns.  Their business has outgrown the present location.  It is the intention of the 

company to start here with a small nucleus of present employees and all additions to the 

force shall be secured locally.  A detailed prospectus of 15 pages has been submitted by 

the company.  It is estimated in this prospectus that within a year or eighteen months the 

company will employ between 60 and 80 men. 



    In the conference it was announced that one condition would be imposed upon citizens 

and that is to defray the moving expense and the cost of setting up machinery in the new 

location.  The amount was estimated at $1000.  The present equipment of the cabinet mill 

at the Nelson plant will be used with other machinery which will be brought here. 

    With the financial consideration announced a committee of 30 citizens was appointed 

by T. Z. Ladd, President of the Chamber of Commerce.  They will meet Monday night in 

the community room of Edwardsville National Bank building.  They plan to raise the 

money in one day. 

 

Note:  Later newspaper articles confirm that the community did indeed raise the $1000 

that would bring Funck Manufacturing to the Nelson complex by October 1, 1937.  As 

late as 1943 help wanted ads for the company in the local newspapers said “Men 

needed.”  By 1944, with a shortage of men due to WW II, the company was advertising 

for women “for light woodwork machines and to assemble toys.”  Robert Wheat, whose 

memories of his mother’s employment at a toy company initiated our search for the 

company, remembered that his mother made small wooden cars.    

 

By the time the Nelson buildings were sold to Wagner Electric in 1948, W. G. Funck’s 

Wood Works had moved from the Cabinet Mill to the former Marble Shop.  With the sale 

of the Nelson buildings, they would move to an Edwardsville building owned by Cassens 

and Sons and would declare bankruptcy by March of 1950.  

 

When Wagner purchased the property, the former cabinet mill was occupied by the 

Edwardsville militia. Other buildings were occupied by Bignall and Keeler Machine 

Works and Edwardsville Brass.  Bignall & Keeler moved to St. Louis and Edwardsville 

Brass employees filed applications with Wagner Electric or found jobs elsewhere.  

 

The Edwardsville Brass building would be the last one occupied by Wagner, so when 

Edwardsville Brass moved out, the Edwardsville militia temporarily moved their 

equipment to the brass shop.  The Intelligencer reported that “The militiamen will remain 

in the shop for three or four months until Veterans of Foreign Wars make final plans for 

erecting a new building to be used as an armory.”  

 

The Nelson Factory buildings today are part of the Historic N. O. Nelson Campus of 

Lewis and Clark Community College.   The Cabinet Mill is now the Hoffman Center.  The 

building that was home to the Marble Mill has been gone for some time but was located 

where the campus courtyard is now. Begnall and Keeler occupied the Machine Shop 

which is on the west side of LCCC’s courtyard.  The building housing the Brass Shop is 

no longer standing.  It was at the north end of the factory complex. 

 

Notes by Cindy Reinhardt, 2009 

________ 

 

 

 

September 16, 1937 



Edwardsville Intelligencer 

John Allen Will Probated 

 

ALLEN WILL IS ADMITTED 
________ 

 

 The will of the late John S. Allen who died March 10, 1936, was admitted to 

probate here Wednesday at a hearing at the probate court.  The petition places a value of 

$5,500 upon the property.  Mrs. Mary Alice Allen, the widow, is given a life estate to the 

property after which it is divided among four children. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Monday, October, 18, 1937 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Elizabeth Merkle 
 

MRS. ELIZABETH MERKLE DIES AT HER HOME HERE 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Elizabeth P. Bott Merkle died at her home at 403 Jefferson Road, this city, 

Sunday afternoon at 1:15 o‘clock following a paralytic stroke. Mrs. Merkle was born on 

July 16, 1863 in Whiteport, Ulster County, New York, and attained the age of 74 years, 3 

months and 1 day. 

 Mrs. Merkle married Frederick Merkle in New York City in September, 1883. 

She moved to Edwardsville in 1891, and was one of the early residents of Leclaire. Her 

husband preceded her in death as did two children, Frederick, Jr. and Lillian. 

 Three children survive: Mrs. Bertha Piper, and George and Charles Merkle, all of 

this city.  Three grandchildren also survive as do two sisters and a brother, Mrs. Sophia 

Kalloway, Mrs. Henrietta Van Gordon of Kingston, N.Y. and Frederick Bott of 

Newburgh, N. Y. 

 The funeral will be held Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m. at the Schneider Funeral 

Home.  Rev. J. W. Cummins will officiate. Burial will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 14, 1937 

Edwardsville Intelligencer (excerpt) 

Leclaire Lake Park 

 

Leclaire Lake Park Recently Acquired by City has Been 
Beautified under WPA Employment Project 



________ 

 
Leclaire Lake Park was acquired by the city when Leclaire was annexed to Edwardsville 

in 1934.  Besides the large lake the grounds contain several acres of land.  That park is 

also supplied with a large bandstand where a number of concerts are given annually. 

 

Since the grounds passed to the city control a number of improvements have been begun.   

The large lake was entirely drained slightly more than a year ago.  Through the 

organization of a federal project a large number of men were given employment in 

removing a portion of the mud bottom.  Broken concrete obtained from the Illinois 

division of highways was used to entirely line the wall of the lake and the construction 

prevents washing of the banks, besides giving it a pleasing appearance.   

 

A sand beach and wading pool for children was constructed along the western side of the 

lake and many of the little tots were entertained there last summer. 

 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 23, 1939 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Wm Shaw with Nelson 50 Years 
 

WM. SHAW WITH COMPANY 50 YEARS 
________ 

 

Official of Nelson Firm Was One of First Employes Who Came to City. 
________ 

 

 William Shaw, superintendent of the Bignall & Keeler Machine Works of the N. 

O. Nelson Manufacturing Company completed 50 years of service with the corporation 

this month.  A number of his associates remembered the occasion Thursday.  When he 

arrived home after his day‘s work at the plant he was presented with a floor lamp and a 

bouquet of 50 roses. 

 Mr. Shaw has also been a director of the company for a number of years. 

 The principle business of the department is the manufacture of pipe threading 

machines which have been sold in all parts of the world.  Various styles of machines are 

produced, the largest cutting threads for pipe with a diameter of 20 inches.  The oil fields, 

packing plants and other industries using large quantities of pipe have been the principal 

patrons. The department employs 22 machinists. 

 Mr. Shaw entered employment of the company in June, 1889, when the industry 

was located in St. Louis.  Shortly afterward officials of the company began consideration 

of plans for changing the location.  The late N. O. Nelson, founder, desired to put in 



effect various co-operation ideas which were successfully used for many years.  Mr. 

Shaw moved here with the company. 

________ 

 

 

 

July 6, 1939 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Mrs. Maude Faust 
 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 

 

Mrs. Maude Faust 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Maude Faust, 57, wife of Henry Faust, 708 Hale Ave., died at the Alton 

Hospital Thursday morning at 8 o‘clock, after an illness of about two weeks. 

 Mrs. Faust was born on October 18, 1881 and a life-time resident of this city.  She 

was married to Henry Faust in St. Louis on Dec. 5, 1899. 

 Surviving are her husband, a son, C. E. Faust, of this city; a sister, Mrs. J. A. St. 

Clair of Benton; three brothers, William McDaid of St. Louis, David McDaid of Staunton 

and Charles McDaid of Edwardsville, and two grandchildren, Carlin, Jr., and Richard Lee 

Faust.  Her parents, three sisters and two brothers preceded her in death. 

 Funeral services will be held Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o‘clock from the Marks-

Weber Funeral Home.  Dr. Carl L. Attig will officiate.  Interment will be in Woodlawn 

Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

February 19, 1940 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary Edward McLean 
 

EDWARD M’LEAN (McLEAN) DIES SUDDENLY 
________ 

  

Death Occurs at Residence of His Granddaughter in Granite City 
________ 

 

 Edward McLean, 67, foreman in the buffing and polishing department at the N. 

O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, where he has been employed for 44 years, and a 

former member of the Edwardsville school board for about 14 years, died suddenly at the 

home of his granddaughter, Mrs. Ruth Phillips, wife of Dr. John H. Phillips, Granite City, 

Sunday afternoon at 5 p.m. 



 Mr. McLean, his wife Mrs. Alice McLean, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Agles and Miss 

Mary McLean were visiting at the Phillips‘ home, where a great grandson of Mr. 

McLean, the son of Dr. and Mrs. Phillips was celebrating his birthday. 

 Mr. McLean and his great grandson were sitting on the floor when the former was 

suddenly stricken, dying of heart trouble a short time later. 

 He was the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. James McLean, being one of eleven 

children, only one brother, Thomas of St. Louis, surviving. He was born in Dublin, 

Ireland, on May 10, 1872.  In 1892 he was united in marriage to Miss Alice McDonald in 

St. Louis, moving to Edwardsville 44 years ago at the time of his employment at the 

Nelson Company. 

 Eight children were born to them, three, Elizabeth, Edward and Gertrude, 

preceded him in death.  Surviving besides his wife and brother are five children, Mrs. 

Joseph Agles, Miss Mary McLean, Robert McLean, and City Treasurer Donald McLean, 

all of this city, and Mrs. John T. Flavin of St. Louis.  Also surviving are ten grandchildren 

and two great grandchildren. 

 The deceased was a charter member of the Knights of Columbus in Edwardsville 

when the organization started in 1906.  He served as warden of the lodge and was grand 

knight in 1920-21.  He was recently made an honorary member of the Knights of 

Columbus and also belonged to the Holy Name Society of St. Mary‘s Catholic Church. 

 Funeral services will be held Wednesday morning at 8:30 o‘clock from the 

residence at 317 West Linden street, and at St. Mary‘s Catholic Church at 9 o‘clock. Rev. 

C. A. Meagher will conduct the services. Interment will be at Calvary Cemetery.  The 

body will be taken to the residence from the Straube Funeral Home this evening. 

________ 

 

 

  

 

Friday, May 3, 1940 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Jacob Mueri Obituary 
 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 

Jacob S. Mueri 
________ 
  

 Jacob Samuel Mueri, 902 Troy Road, 68, died suddenly at his home here Friday 

morning at about 8 o‘clock. He had undergone an operation about a year ago, but recently 

had been in good health until Thursday evening, when he was taken sick. 

 The illness was not considered serious and this morning he had been up for about 

an hour prior to his death. Shortly before that time he had retired to bed, where he was 

found dead. Death was probably due to a heart attack. 



 Mr. Mueri was born at Argovia, Switzerland, on October 4, 1871, coming to this 

country with his parents, Samuel and Mary Mueri, at an early age and residing in 

Highland. 

 On May 6, 1902, he was married to Miss Anna Hlein, of Pierron, at Highland. 

Surviving are his wife; two daughter(s), Miss Irene Mueri and Miss Leona Mueri; two 

brother(s), Emil, of Highland, and John, of LaCrosse, Wisc., and two sisters, Mrs. H. C. 

Berthoux and Mrs. Sophia Becker, both of Highland. 

 Mr. Mueri had been employed at the N. O. Nelson Company for about 40 years as 

a moulder. He was a member of the Knights of Pythias and the First Presbyterian Church. 

 Funeral services will be held Sunday afternoon at 2 o‘clock, from the Staube 

Funeral Home to the First Presbyterian Church at 2:30 o‘clock, where Dr. Carl L. Attig 

will conduct the services. Members of the K. of P. will take part in the services. 

Entombment will be at the Sunset Hill Mausoleum. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

August 31, 1940 

Globe Democrat 

Parking Lot to Replace N. O. Nelson Building 

 

Parking Lot to Replace N. O. Nelson Building  
______ 
 

      The eight story N. O. Nelson Building on the southeast corner of Tenth and Chestnut 

streets, built at a cost of $189,000 30 years ago, is being razed and the site will be used as 

a parking lot and service station.  The property has been acquired by the Speedway 

Realty Company, an affiliate of the Speedway Service System, which operates parking 

lots. 

      The N. O. Nelson Company, wholesalers and manufacturers of plumbing and heating 

supplies, has been located at 4306 Duncan avenue since 1929. 

      The sale price was not disclosed.  Wrecking of the structure, one of the largest in the 

downtown area, is expected to require 90 days. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 16, 1940 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reid Twins Register for Armed Services 

 

4 Sets of Twins Are Registered for Army Service 
________ 



 

 Four sets of Edwardsville twins were registered Wednesday for possible military 

service. 

 Clyde and Clem Bothman, owners of Bothman & Sons, local agents for the Ford 

automobile, went to the court house together shortly before 11 o‘clock to answer the 

necessary questions.  Their parents were the late Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bothman. 

 Two other twins who registered were T. Z. and Joseph Ladd.  The first is assistant 

secretary of the Madison County Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.  His brother is 

dorector of Ladd Orchestra.  They are sons of Mr. and Mrs. Jos. H. Ladd. 

 Jerry and Hubert Keshner appeared for registration.  The brothers are connected 

with the Site Oil Company.  They are sons of Mr. and Mrs. John Keshner. 

 Lawnin and Nelson Reid were the other twins who registered.  They are children 

of Mr. and Mrs. John Reid.  Lawnin Reid is employed at the plant of Western Cartridge 

Company of East Alton.  His brother is a truck driver. 

________ 

 

 

 

October 29, 1940 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Schlechte and Bardelmeier Display Items at Hobby Show 

 

OVER ONE THOUSAND WERE AT HOBBY SHOW 
________ 

 

 Between 1200 and 1400 persons attended the first public hobby show ever held 

here last Friday and Saturday in the Cassen‘s Building.  It was sponsored by the 

Edwardsville Cub Scouts. 

 An estimated 25,000 articles were displayed, not counting thousands of stamps, 

match book covers, postal cards and other collections in scrap books.  A total of 85 

persons displayed 110 hobbies and collections. 

 Those attending the show voted a miniature circus, constructed by Arno 

Schlechte, Ruskin Avenue, as the most popular.  A collection of dolls displayed by 

Camilla Smith, second grade student in the Columbus Building, was voted second best. 

 Third went to Clifford Williams, who had constructed a miniature locomotive and 

coal tender, made entirely from tin cans.  A collection of stuffed animals displayed by 

Oscar Bardelmeier and a display of Norwegian wood-carving by Harry Foster were also 

voted for by many persons.  Nearly every exhibit was fancied by at least several persons 

and received a number of votes. 

 Besides this city, exhibits were received from Greenville, Alhambra, and Glen 

Carbon.  The proceeds from the show will be used in purchasing equipment and 

handicraft material for forty-three cub scouts. 

________ 

 

 

 



 

November 24, 1940 

St. Louis Globe Democrat 

Louis D. Lawnin 

Services Tomorrow 

 

Services Tomorrow 
________ 

 

      Funeral services for Louis D. Lawnin, chairman of the board of the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company will be at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow at St. Peter‘s Episcopal Church, 

Spring Avenue and Lindell boulevard.  Internment, which is private, will follow at 

Bellefontaine Cemetery. 

      Mr. Lawnin died of heart disease yesterday at his home, 1033 Hampton Park drive, 

Richmond Heights.  He was 73 years old and had enjoyed good health until recently, 

going down to his office, 4306 Duncan avenue, as late as last Monday. 

      He was a descendant of Dr. John Sappington, a pioneer physician whose ―fever pills‖ 

aided in the elimination of malaria from this section.  After graduating of Washington 

University Manual Training School, Mr. Lawnin entered the employ of N. O. Nelson and 

became head of the company in 1917.  He was succeeded as president in 1935 by his son, 

Nelson. 

      Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Julia Nelson Lawnin, his son Nelson, and three 

daughters, Mrs. James Crawford, Mrs. Sam F. Gordon and Mrs. Wallace Robinson. 

      The body will be at Lupton funeral establishment, 7233 Delmar boulevard, until this 

evening. 

________ 

 

 

 
 

February 6, 1941 

St. Louis Globe Democrat 

Louis D. Lawnin Left $134,858 
 

Lewis D. Lawnin Left $134,858 
________ 
 

      Louis D. Lawnin, chairman of the board of the N. O. Nelson Company, plumbing 

supplies, 4306 Duncan avenue, who died November 23, left an estate valued at $134,858, 

according to an inventory filed yesterday in the St. Louis Probate Court at Clayton. 

      The estate consists of $134.020 in stocks, $10 in cash and $828 in goods and chattels, 

the inventory showed.  Stocks consisted of 1212 ½ common share of the Nelson 

Company listed at $100 par value and 78 preferred shares of the same company, also with 

a par value of $100. 

      Under terms of the will, Mr. Lawnin left  $10,000 of his Nelson common stock to 

each of his four children, Nelson Lawnin 14 Wydown Terrace, Clayton, president of the 

Nelson Company; Mrs. Charlotte L. Crawford of 21 Wydown terrace; Mrs. Josephine 



Lawnin Robinson of Modoc, Kan; and Mrs. Julia Lawnin Gordon, 7535 Maryland 

avenue, Clayton. 

      The residue is left in trust to the widow, Julia Lawnin, 1033 Hampton Park drive, 

Richmond Heights, where the Lawnins made their home.  She also was left his personal 

effects. 

 
________ 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 22, 1941 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Wm Shaw Retires 
 

WM. SHAW RETIRES FROM LOCAL PLANT 
________ 

 

Superintendent for B-K Has Spent More than a Half Century With Industry. 
________ 

 

 William Shaw, 409 Jefferson Road, superintendent of the Bignall-Keeler 

Manufacturing Company, has retired, it was announced Tuesday, after he had spent 52 

years with the industry.  Mr. Shaw said he reached a decision after much consideration 

and plans to spend the future as he desires.  Although 81 years of age he appears to be 

much younger. 

 Mr. Shaw confided to a few of his friends last Friday that he had decided not to 

report for work Monday and would retire.  They attempted to dissuade him but he said 

his definite decision had been reached. 

 George Merkel, a machinist in the same shop and who learned the trade under the 

guidance of Mr. Shaw, had been placed in charge of the shop.  Mr. Merkel entered 

employment of the company more than 30 years ago. 

 The company is engaged in the manufacture of a pipe threading machine and the 

different models are capable of threading pipes from the smallest up to 20 inches in 

diameter.  The machines have been extensively used in the oil industry and sales have 

been made in many foreign countries. 

 The industry was at one time an important one and employed about 60 men.  A 

few years ago the output decreased and 25 men are now employed. 

 Mr. Shaw, a native of England, came to this country as a boy and went to work 

for the company in St. Louis in 1889.  A short time later the Nelson Company located in 

this city and Mr. Shaw was transferred here in January 1893 after the other departments 

were established. He was the plant superintendent at that time and has been a director of 

the Nelson Company. 

 In discussing his long years of work Tuesday Mr. Shaw said he had never taken a 

vacation, one in which he went away to forget work.  In former years he made many 

business trips for the company. 



 Mr. Shaw was married to Miss Elizabeth Reisel on March 25.  They observed 

their golden wedding anniversary six years ago.  His family consists of seven children. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

June 28, 1941 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Arno Schneider 

 

Arno A. Schneider. 
________   

  

 Arno A. Schneider, of 509 Franklin Avenue, Edwardsville, died at the age of 61, 

at Missouri Baptist Hospital in St. Louis, Friday morning. 

 Mr. Schneider was born in Germany, February 7, 1880.  Later he became a 

resident of Troy, and 17 years ago he moved to Edwardsville where he spent the 

remainder of his life. Mr. Schneider was employed as a cement finisher until a few years 

ago.  He was married to Meta Fritzsche of Mt. Olive, May 9, 1902, and was a member of 

the Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 Mr. Schneider is survived by his wife and children, Arthur Schneider of Granite 

City, and Clarence Schneider of Edwardsville, three brothers, Paul, Kurt, and Martin of 

Mt. Olive, five sisters, Mrs. Ben Stenplowski and Mrs. Oscar Ott of Staunton, Mrs. Fred 

King, Mrs. John Rademacher and Mrs. Frank Schwenner of Mt. Olive, and two 

grandchildren. 

 The funeral will be held Monday, June 30, at 2 p.m. at the Trinity Lutheran 

Church, the body being at Marks-Weber Funeral Home until time of services at which 

Rev. E. W. John officiates.  Burial will be at Mt. Olive. 

________ 

 

 

 

  

Thursday, July 3, 1941 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  May McCune Moorman 

 

May McCune Moorman. 
________ 

 

 Mrs. May McCune Moorman, wife of George L. Moorman, manager of the 

Bignall & Keeler department of N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co., died Friday afternoon at 1:10 

o‘clock, at Memorial Hospital at Alton.  Death was due to a stroke of apoplexy and 

occurred about five hours after the stroke was suffered, while she was gathering flowers 

at the family residence, 303 Holyoake Avenue. 



 Mrs. Moorman arose before her husband Friday morning and while awaiting 

breakfast, went to the yard to pick a bouquet.  After the attack she was able to walk to the 

rear porch, carrying the flowers and scissors.  When found, she complained of a severe 

headache.  She lapsed into unconsciousness, and did not rally from the attack. 

 The body is at the Lesley Marks Funeral Home on Kansas Street, and will remain 

there until funeral services on Sunday afternoon.  A brief service will be conducted at the 

funeral home for the family with services at St. John‘s Methodist Church at 2:30 o‘clock.  

Dr. A. R. Ransom, the pastor, will officiate.  Burial will be at Valley View Cemetery. 

 Members of the Order of the Eastern Star will participate in the services to be 

conducted at the church. 

 Mrs. Moorman was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. W. McCune, and was born in 

this city on October 2, 1884.  She was 56 years, 9 months and 2 days old.  She attended 

the local schools, graduating from the high school in May, 1902, as salutatorian of the 

class.  She graduated from Millikin University at Decatur, and attended the Chicago Art 

Institute.  At one time she was an instructor in the Leclaire Kindergarten. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Moorman were married June 30, 1908, the ceremony being 

performed at the McCune home on Hillsboro Avenue.  As a child Mrs. Moorman 

attended Sunday school at St. John‘s Methodist church and became an active member of 

that congregation.  She was a member of the ladies‘ aid and missionary societies, was a 

former teacher of the bible class and for several years was leader of the Standard Bearers. 

 She was a charter member of the Edwardsville Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, 

serving as former worthy matron and as a past president of the Worthy Matrons‘ Club.  

Mrs. Moorman was also active in Edwardsville Monday Club, a former president of the 

club and chairman of the art section. 

 In recent years Mrs. Moorman traveled extensively in this country, accompanying 

Mr. Moorman on business trips.  On a recent trip they were accompanied home by their 

son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Hall, Washington, D.C.  The Halls left 

here earlier in the week, arriving home Thursday, and Mrs. Hall has been called back 

here by her mother‘s death. 

 Mrs. Moorman is survived by two other children, Mrs. Elizabeth West and 

George L. Moorman, Jr., both of this city.  There are three grandchildren.  Two sisters 

also survive.  They are Mrs. Sarah Jeanes, of Staunton, and Mrs. Clara Korb, of Peoria. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July 19, 1941 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

May McCune Moorman Will 

 

Moorman Will Filed. 
________ 

 

 The will of Mrs. May M. Moorman, who died here suddenly on June 3, was 

admitted to probate here Friday.  The petition values the estate at $5600.  Several minor 



bequests are made, the estate being left to her husband, George L. Moorman, who is to 

pay each of the three children $500. 

________ 

 

 

 

April 6, 1942 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Henry Weidner 

 

DEATH AND FUNERALS:  Henry Weidner.  
________ 

  

 Henry Weidner of 407 Franklin avenue died Saturday evening at 8 p.m. at his 

residence after a short illness.  He was born in Jamestown, Ill., on March 1, 1857, and 

was the son of Hieronymus and Magdalena Weidner.  At the time of his death he had 

reached the age of 85 years, 1 month and 3 days.  He received his early education in the 

locality of Jamestown.  He was married to Miss Elizabeth Leu on January 7E, 1886, at 

Jonesburg, Mo.  They made their home on a farm near Jamestown for a number of years 

before moving to Madison County. He was engaged in farming in Pin Oak township until 

1922, when he moved to Edwardsville, where he was employed by the N. O. Nelson 

Company and Edwardsville Creamery for a few years.  Mr. Weidner was a member of 

the First Presbyterian Church. 

 He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Weidner, three children, Mrs. Louis 

Abenbrinck, Roy Weidner of Edwardsville, Mrs. Earl Blackburn of Blue Mound, Ill., and 

nine grandchildren.  One son, Henry, died in infancy and another son, Leo Weidner, died 

on December 26 of last year. 

 The body was at the Lesley Marks Funeral home until noon today, when it was 

taken to the First Presbyterian Church.  Funeral services were held at the church at 2 

o‘clock today with Rev. Carl L. Attig officiating.  Interment was in the Valley View 

Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 1, 1942 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Dippold-Piper Wedding 
 

SOCIETY NEWS 
________ 

 

Dippold-Piper Nuptials. 
________ 

 



 Miss Ruth Piper, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Piper of Edwardsville, and 

Arthur Dippold, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Dippold, of Edwardsville, were united in 

marriage Friday evening, July 31, at 8 o‘clock. The ceremony was performed at the 

Christian Church by Rev. Lowe. 

 The bride had as her only attendant Mrs. Paul Eberhardt, her sister, and the groom 

was attended by Paul Eberhardt, both of this city. 

 The bride was attired in a brown ensemble with which she wore white accessories 

and carried talisman roses. Mrs. Eberhardt wore a yellow and brown ensemble and also 

carried talisman roses. 

 The bride is a graduate of the Edwardsville High School and the bridegroom is a 

graduate of the University of Illinois.  He is employed as a civil engineer for the Laclede-

Christy Clay Products Co. in St. Louis. 

 After a brief honeymoon the two will reside on Elm street. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 21, 1942 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Night Patrolman Named 

 

Night Patrolman is Named 
________ 

 

 Fred W. Losch, 850 Holyoake Avenue, was appointed late Saturday afternoon by 

Mayor Oscar W. Schmidt as a night patrolman, and began work that night.  There had 

been a vacancy in the department for several weeks since the death of Charles Krieger.  

Hief of Police Alfred Daech resigned on September 15 to take effect Tuesday. 

________ 

 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 1942 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reuben Glass Obituary 
 

Reuben Glass 
________ 

 

 Reuben Glass, of 1014 Troy Road, died Tuesday evening at 7:15 P.M. at his 

home. Mr. Glass suffered a cerebral hemorrhage on Saturday. He was chief engineer and 

plant manager at the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company. Mr. Glass was born in 

Caseyville on April 27, 1881, and at the time of his death had reached the age of 61 

years, four months and 25 days. He was the son of the late Enoch Glass. On April 1, 

1900, he was married in Taylorville to Miss Mellie Smith of Pana, Ill. 

 He was a member of the Edwardsville Masonic Lodge, A.F. & A. M., No 199, 

and belonged to the Mississippi Valley Consistory. He formerly played in the 



Edwardsville Municipal Band and the Shriner‘s Band in East St. Louis. He was affiliated 

with St. John‘s Methodist church. 

 Mr. Glass is survived by his wife; one son, Lawrence, of Little Rock, Ark.; two 

daughters, Mrs. Leta Ruby Suppiger of St. Louis, Mrs. Lora Oletha Boston of 

Jacksonville; five grandchildren; two brothers and two sisters, Wm Glass, Charles Glass, 

Mrs. Amy Koogle, all of Edwardsville, and Mrs. Ben Makeever of Newton, Iowa. Four 

sisters preceded him in death. 

 Funeral services will be held Friday at 2 p.m. at the Lesley Marks Funeral Home, 

and at 2:30 at the St. John‘s Methodist church with the pastor, Rev. A. R. Ransom 

officiating. Burial will be in the Valley View Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

September 18, 1943 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Thomas R. Walton 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 

 

Thomas R. Walton 
________ 

 

 Thomas R. Walton, former superintendent at the N. O. Nelson Company, died 

Thursday evening at 8:30 o‘clock at the Faith Hospital in St. Louis, where he had been 

taken that day.  Mr. Walton was born January 3, 1867, in Manchester, England, the son of 

the late Mr. and Mrs. Peter Walton.  At the time of his death he had reached the age of 76 

years, 8 months and 13 days.  He was married to Miss Jane Boyd on June 8, 1892, in St. 

Louis.  She preceded him in death on December 21, 1926.  He was later married to Mrs. 

Ella McNeilly, who preceded him in death on March 27, 1941. 

 At the age of 13 he became apprenticed to William H. Bailey and Company and 

for eight years worked in the office.  The company manufactured tower clocks.  His 

father was deputy governor of a prison. Walton was 22 years of age when he first came to 

New York.  He spent a year there and then came west.  He was variously employed for 

two years before going to work for the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company.  He 

became employed in 1892 at the Nelson Company and later became superintendent of the 

brass department.  He retired on February 1, 1942.  He served as alderman for three terms 

and was chairman of the board of directors of the Edwardsville Public Library.  Mr. 

Walton was an honorary life member of the Knights of Columbus. 

 Mr. Walton is survived by two grandsons who are both in the armed service. 

Thomas Walton Moran will arrive here tomorrow and James Boyd Moran is stationed 

somewhere in Alaska.  His only daughter, Mrs. Julia McCullom, died about a year ago.  

He is also survived by two sisters in England. 



 Funeral services will be held Monday morning at 8:30 o‘clock at the Straube 

Funeral Home and at 9 o‘clock at the St. Mary Catholic Church.  Rev P. P. McGuiness 

will have charge of the services.  Members of the Knights of Columbus will assemble in 

a body Sunday evening at the funeral home at 8 p.m. to recite the rosary. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 1, 1943 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: William H. West 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 
William H. West 
________ 
 

 William H. West, 744 Holyoake avenue, who was in charge of the office of the 

brass department of N. O. Nelson for many years, died Saturday night at 7 o‘clock at 

Josephine Hospital in St. Louis where he had been a patient for slightly more than two 

weeks.  He was taken to the hospital on account of a heart ailment occurring while at 

work several days earlier and other complications developed after reaching the hospital.  

He was at the office when the final illness occurred. 

 West had lived in Edwardsville for nearly 40 years and in younger life took part 

in many civic, political and other affairs.  He was employed by Nelson Company during 

most of his life here, but operated Edwardsville Plumbing Company for a number of 

years. 

 West was born at St. Paul, Minn., on September 27, 1865, and had attained the 

age of 78 years, 1 month and 3 days.  He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. West.  He was a 

boy when the family moved to St. Louis.  He received his early education in St. Louis 

and completed his studies at Dubuque, Ia., and Little Rock, Ark. 

 His father was one of the owners of the St. Louis Wooden Gutter Company, a 

lumber firm of that city, and West was connected with the company as a young man.  

After his marriage he was sent to Hope, Ark., to look after interests of his father and then 

returned to St. Louis to become associated with the lumber firm.  Thirty-eight years ago 

he came to this city and entered employment of the Nelson firm. 

 Politically, West was a Republican and he served as a precinct committeeman on 

several occasions.  Some years ago he served as assistant supervisor of Edwardsville 

township and was supervisor for one term. 

 His marriage to Miss Jennie Grossmuck occurred on February 16, 1886.  The 

widow and one daughter, Mrs. William C. Smith, St. Louis, survive. 



 The body is at the Straube Funeral Home where final services will be held 

Tuesday afternoon at 2 o‘clock.  Rev. Miller, Collinsville Episcopal minister, will have 

charge.  Burial will be made at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery in St. Louis County. 

________ 

  

 

 

July 24, 1944 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Engineer Electrocuted at Nelson Plant 
 

Engineer Loses Life While on Job 

______ 

Henry Bangert, Electrocuted While Making Repairs at Nelson 
Plant 

______ 
 

 Henry Bangert, 49, 910 Holyoake avenue, chief engineer for the N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing Company, was electrocuted Tuesday morning shortly before 7 o‘clock 

while making repairs on a switch in the Bignall and Keeler machine works, a department 

of the company.  Firemen operated an inhalator for half an hour in trying to save the 

victim‘s life before Dr. E. Wahl pronounced him dead. 

 The tragic death occurred in the presence of several other machinists who 

gathered in the shop earlier than was their time to begin work.  The men were helpless 

and the 440 volts of electricity carried on the wires was so strong that Bangert was unable 

to release his grip. 

 During the first few moments of the contact Bangert struggled to free himself.  

George Merkel, one of the machinists, grabbed the trousers of the victim and pulled 

violently for some seconds before Bangert was freed and collapsed.  Merkel endangered 

his own life.  A contact with Bangert‘s body would have caused another circuit which 

might have been serious for him. 

 Bangert, who became acting chief engineer after the death of Reuben Glass in 

November, 1942, was a former assistant engineer and the two had worked together.  

Bangert entered employment of the company in 1920 and started upon the engineering 

work three years later. 

 Trouble had developed in one of the switches and Bangert learned that it was due 

to a loosened screw.  He attempted to tighten the screw with a screwdriver.  Apparently 

Bangert believed he was working on the ―cold side‖ of the switch, while in reality the 

trouble was on the ―hot side‖. 

 Bangert contacted the current with both hands and they were burned to some 

extent.  Deputy Coroner E. P. Schneider took charge of the body and will conduct an 

inquest. 



 Henry B. Bangert was born in Ft. Russell township on June 28, 1895, and died at 

the age of 49 years and 27 days.  He was the son of the late Henry and Gretchen Bangert.  

On April 3, 1920 he was married in Alton to Miss Minnie Berlemann. 

 Mr. Bangert was a veteran of World War I and entered the service on February 

23, 1918.  He served overseas and was honorably discharged on April 29, 1919.  He was 

a member of the Eden Evangelical church and was confirmed on March 20, 1910. 

 Besides his widow, he is survived by three stepsons, Harris Berlemann of Peoria, 

Milton Berlemann of Edwardsville, and Pfc Lester Berlemann, serving with the armed 

forces in England.  One sister, Mrs. Edna Kurz of Detroit, and two brothers, Fred Bangert 

of Staunton and Edward Bangert of Bethalto, also survive. 

 The body will lie in state at the residence, 910 Holyoake avenue, from 

Wednesday afternoon until Friday noon, when it will be taken to the Eden Evangelical 

church.  Funeral services will be held on Friday at 2 p.m., with Rev H. J. Bredehoeft 

officiating.  Marks-Weber Funeral Home will be in charge.  Burial will be in Woodlawn 

cemetery. 

______ 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 14, 1944 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Mary Alice Allen 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 
Mrs. Mary Alice Allen 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Mary Alice Allen, 78, died this afternoon at 2:00 p.m.  She had suffered a 

stroke on August 5. 

 Mrs. Allen was born on March 24, 1866.  She was the daughter of the late Wm. 

And Mary Ellen Hutchinson, and spent most of her early life in New Douglas.  On 

December 31, 1886, she was married to John S. Allen, who preceded her in death in 

March, 1936.  One son, Stewart, died in 1910. 

 Mrs. Allen is survived by four children, Glenn Allen, of Alton; Mrs. Ruby Mae 

Bardelmeier, James W. Allen, and Mabel Allen of Edwardsville.  Two grandchildren, 

Glenn Edward Allen and Carol Bardelmeier; and one sister, Mrs. Caroline Jones of New 

Douglas, also survive. 

 She was a member of the St. John‘s Methodist church and the Royal Neighbor‘s 

lodge.  Funeral arrangements will be announced later. 

 

Note:  Mary Alice Allen was called Alice by her friends and referred to as Alice in most 

newspaper articles with society news. 

________ 
 



October 26, 1945 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Lamkin-Taake Engagement 

 

Lamkin-Taake Engagement 
________ 

 

 Announcement has been made of the engagement of Miss Lynette Taake, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Taake, 909 Ruskin, to William H. Lamkin, son of Mrs. M. 

D. Lamkin, at a party given Thursday evening, at the Taake residence. 

 Guests learned of the engagement as they entered the home, where a large satin 

bow was placed between pictures of the engaged couple.  On the streamers were the 

words ―Engaged  –  Bill-Lynn‖ 

 The wedding will take place sometime next spring. 

 Bridge was played and prizes awarded to the Misses LaRita Rosenthal, Gerry 

Kershaw and Alma Johnson. 

 Out of town guests were Miss Lyn Sehrt of St. Louis and Miss Frances Wille of 

Alton. 

________ 

 

  

 

 

December 20, 1945 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Moorman-Allen Wedding 
 

Women’s Features 
________ 

 
Moorman-Allen Wedding 
________ 

 

 The marriage of Miss Mabel Allen and George L. Moorman was solemnized last 

night at 9 o‘clock at St. John‘s Methodist church where 15 relatives and intimate friends 

gathered to witness the single-ring ceremony performed by the Rev. W. E. Bush.  Plans 

for the wedding were not previously announced and the marriage came as a surprise to 

many. 

 Announcement was publicly made today in connection with the weekly meeting 

of Edwardsville Rotarians at St. John‘s church.  Mr. Moorman is president of the 

Rotarians and planned the announcement in connection with the pre-Christmas meeting 

at which the wives of club members were guests. 

 At the opportune time, King Eaton as an impersonator of Santa Claus and fully 

dressed in the regalia of one who spreads Christmas cheer, entered the dining hall.  He 

carried a small parcel and when opened it was found to contain booklets of Christmas 



Carols which were inscribed with the names of Mr. and Mrs. George L. Moorman.  The 

booklets were presented to the ladies. 

 The wedding was arranged without the customary formalities.  Attendants were 

Mrs. Ruby Bardelmeier, a sister of the bride, and George L. Moorman, Jr., a son of the 

groom. 

 The bride and groom are well known residents of the city with wide circles of 

friends and acquaintances.  Mrs. Moorman is a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. S. 

Allen and a native of this city.  She was graduated from the Edwardsville high school and 

immediately entered the employment of the N. O. Nelson company.  For a number of 

years she held a secretarial position. 

 Mr. Moorman has been a resident of Edwardsville since 1896, coming to this city 

from Graton, S. D., when he was a boy.  His first employment for a year was at the 

grocery store of E. J. Horning once located at the corner of Vandalia and South Buchanan 

streets.  He has been with the Nelson company for 47 years. 

 Beginning in a minor clerical position, he became manager of the Bignall and 

Keeler Manufacturing company and assistant manager of the Nelson company. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Moorman have been interested in work in St. John‘s church and Mr. 

Moorman has been actively engaged in church and Sunday school activities for many 

years. 

 At the Rotarians‘ gathering today Mrs. Moorman wore her travelling outfit, a gray 

suit with hat to match.  They went to St. Louis this afternoon and leave tomorrow by 

plane for a trip to Mexico City, Mexico.  They will be at home at 926 Holyoke road after 

January 10. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Moorman will be among 18 passengers aboard a plane of the 

American Air Lines which will make the first air conducted Kirkland tour.  The plane 

will leave St. Louis at 5:30 Friday afternoon and be in Mexico City in time for lunch 

Saturday. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

July, 1946 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Richard Fagan 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 

 

Richard M. Fagan 
________ 

 

 Richard Michael Fagan, 76, a long-time resident of this city and an employe of 

the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co., for 45 years, passed away Sunday morning in an 

Alton hospital. Mr. Fagan, who resided at 423 Plum street, had been ill for only two 

weeks. 



 The deceased retired from his employment about eight years ago, shortly after the 

death of his wife, Mrs. Mary Jane Fagan.  He was born on December 19, 1869, in Dublin, 

Ireland, and at the age of 21 came to this country, where he was then married to Miss 

Mary Jane White, also of Ireland, at the Old College church in St. Louis on June 12, 

1890. 

 Surviving are five sons, Matthew Sr., Arthur and Jerrett Fagan, all of 

Edwardsville, Thomas Fagan of San Francisco, Calif., and John Fagan of Watertown, 

Mass; two daughters, Mrs. William Cannon of Chicago, and Mrs. Lloyd Teague of 

Charleston, W.Va.; two sisters, Mrs. Arthur Waghorn of East St. Louis and Mrs. Bridget 

Hanley of Sioux City, Ia.; and seven grandchildren. 

 He was a member of the Holy Name society of St. Mary‘s Catholic church. 

 Funeral services will be held at 8:30 Wednesday morning from the Straube 

funeral home, followed by a requiem mass at 9 o‘clock in St. Mary‘s Catholic church.  

The Rev. Fr. P. P. McGuinness will officiate.  Interment will be in Calvary cemetery. 

 

Note:  This undated newspaper clipping had a note stating Mr. Fagan died on July 19, 

1946. 

________ 

 

 

 

Monday, November 25, 1946 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Meta Schneider 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 

________ 

 

Mrs. Meta Schneider 

________ 

 

 Mrs. Meta Schneider passed away at her home, 509 Franklin avenue, Sunday 

morning at 6 o‘clock at the age of 66 years, eight months and 22 days.  Mrs. Schneider 

had previously resided in Mt. Olive. 

 She was born in Zwickau, Germany, on March 2, 1880, to the late August and 

Augusta Fritzsche.  The deceased was married to Arnold Schneider in May of 1901 at 

Mt. Olive.  He preceded her in death on June 27, 1941. 

 Surviving are two sons, Arthur Schneider of Granite City and Clarence Schneider 

of East St. Louis; four brothers, Frank, Kurt, John and August Fritzsche, all of Mt. Olive, 

and three sisters, Mrs. Lena Scheiter and Mrs. Elizabeth Lorenz, both of Mt. Olive, and 

Mrs. Ida Franke of St. Louis.  One son died in infancy. 

 The body will be at Marks-Weber Funeral Home until time of service.  Funeral 

services will be held Tuesday at 2 p.m. from the Trinity Lutheran church, of which she 



was a member.  The Rev. E. W. Jahn will be in charge.  Burial will be in Mt. Olive 

cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 28, 1947 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: August Schlechte 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 

August L. C. Schlechte 
________ 
 

 August L. C. Schlechte, 77, 1021 Ruskin avenue, died Thursday morning at 8:30 

in St. Joseph‘s Hospital in Alton, following complications from a recent operation. 

 He was a retired machinist of Bignol and Keeler company, which is a department 

of the local N. O. Nelson plant, where he was employed for 42 years.  Prior to that he did 

general farming in Hamel township.  The deceased was born April 10, 1869, in Strasburg, 

Ill, to the late Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schlechte and attained the age of 77 years, ten months 

and 17 days.  On Feb. 10, 1895, he was married to Anna Sophia Bekemeier in Worden.  

Mrs. Schlechte preceded him in death 16 years ago. 

 He is survived by two sons, Arno W., and Edwin H. Schlechte, both of this city; 

three daughters, Mrs. Irma Martini, Miss Irene Schlechte, both of this city, and Mrs. John 

Yesnosky of Bethalto.  One son, Fred, and one daughter, Regina, preceded him in death.  

Four grandchildren survive.  He is also survived by one brother, Henry, two sisters, Mrs. 

Louise Bauer and Mrs. Lena Mueller, all of Strasburg.  One brother and one sister 

preceded him in death. 

 The deceased was a member of the Trinity Lutheran church. 

 The body may be viewed at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 7 o‘clock this 

evening.  Funeral services will be conducted Sunday afternoon at 1:30 from the funeral 

home and at 2 o‘clock from the Trinity Lutheran church.  The Rev. A. J. Weber, pastor of 

the Pleasant Ridge Lutheran church will officiate in the absence of Rev. E. W. Jahn. 

 Burial will be in Valley View cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 20, 1947 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Jos. Koogle Dies of Auto Injuries 
 



Jos. Koogle Dies of Auto Injuries 
________ 

  

 Joseph Koogle, maintenance operator for N. O. Nelson company and connected with 

the power plant department for 35 years, died at St. Elizabeth‘s hospital in Granite City at 

noon today from injuries suffered at 6:30 o‘clock this morning while on the way to work 

when struck by an automobile driven by John Ruffatto, a Benld tavern operator. 

Koogle was taken to the hospital with a head injury with a possible fracture of the 

skull, a broken right leg, injured left arm and numerous other injuries. 

Mrs. Koogle, her sister-in-law Mrs. William H. Glass and Mrs. Gordon Callahan 

went to the hospital and remained until shortly before death. The end came while the 

three were en route home. 

The accident occurred at the intersection of Troy and Jefferson roads, one of the 

hazardous spots along route 159 which is daily crossed by small children on their way to 

Leclaire school. Numerous efforts have been made to provide additional protection for 

pedestrians using the intersection. 

Koogle was en route to the Nelson plant for his daily work when he was injured. 

Ruffatto said he observed Koogle who was preparing to cross Troy road from the west 

side of the highway. Ruffatto said he blew the automobile horn and it appeared to him 

that Koogle hesitated and then stepped in front of the automobile. 

Ruffatto went to the police station, established that he carried insurance as provided 

by law and could be reached in Benld when wanted. He was permitted to continue a 

business trip to St. Louis. Nothing about the speed of Ruffatto‘s automobile was given in 

the police report. 

John Gusevich was riding in Ruffatto‘s automobile as a guest, Mrs. Gordon C. 

Callahan, 855 Madison avenue, was one of the first to reach the scene. She said the 

injured man was on the west side of the street. 

Koogle has been connected with the power plant of the Nelson company since 1910. 

He had charge of the maintenance of electric, water and air lines. 

Koogle was a native of Rosemond, Ill., where he was born on Feb. 28, 1872, and had 

attained the age of 75 years, 8 months and 22 days. He was a youth of about 17 years 

when he came to this city in 1887. 

His widow was formerly Miss Amy Glass. Besides the widow two children, Mrs. 

Selma Uthoff, Joliet and Norvel Koogle, Gary, Ind., survive. 

Koogle was a member of the Modern Woodsmen of America and the Men‘s Club of 

St. John‘s Methodist church. 

The body was brought to the Lesley Marks funeral home this afternoon. 

________ 
 



 

Friday, December 5, 1947 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Charles Glass 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 

 
Charles Glass 
________ 

 

 Charles Glass, 209 McKinley avenue, passed away Wednesday at the Veteran 

hospital in Danville where he has been a patient for the last three months.  He had been 

employed at Shell Oil company for about 16 years. 

 He was born May 31, 1883 in Lebanon, Ill., and had attained the age of 64 years, 

six months and 3 days.  His parents were the late Enoch and Myra Ann Glass. 

 He was married to Miss Mamie Slezinger on Oct. 14, 1905, in Nashville, Ill.  She 

survives him. 

 Also surviving are one daughter, LaVerne, of this city; two sisters, Mrs. Amy 

Koogle of this city and Mrs. Margaret Makeeves, Newton, Iowa.  Three brothers and four 

sisters preceded him in death. 

 He was a member of St. John‘s Methodist church, the municipal band, Masonic 

AFM 99, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1299, and the Spanish Was Veterans of Granite 

City. 

 The body may be viewed at the Schneider funeral home at 12 o‘clock noon 

Saturday until Sunday at 12:30 when it will be taken to St. John‘s Methodist church to lie 

in state until 2 o‘clock when services will be held with the Rev. J. E. Attey officiating. 

 Burial will be made in Woodlawn cemetery.  Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1299 

will have charge of services there. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 8, 1947 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Burglars in Leclaire 

 

Burglars Enter 3 More Places Over Weekend 
________ 
 
Large Sum of Money And Revolver Taken at Coroniotis Home 
________ 

 

 Three more places – a home and two business establishments – were burglarized 

over the weekend, Chief of Police Fred Losch announced today. With burglaries on the 



increase locally and in connection with a nationwide crime wave, Chief Losch appealed 

to residents to aid the police in apprehending the thieves. 

 Chief Losch suggested several means today through which residents may aid the 

police.  One of the best is for a citizen who is going to be away from home for several 

hours to advise a neighbor and report to police if lights are observed in the house before 

the time the owner expects to return home.  Chief Losch said names of any providing tips 

will not be made public unless authorized by the person providing the information. 

 Money is apparently the thing most greatly sought by the thieves and Chief Losch 

said that no great amount should be left at home.  Cameras, radios and other scarce items 

are also being stolen, and in cases where possible these articles should be left in places 

where not readily observed.  Windows and doors should be locked. 

 The home of C. Coroniotis at 905 Hale avenue was burglarized while he and Mrs. 

Coroniotis attended a movie last night.  A considerable sum of money and a pearl 

handled revolver were stolen but it is believed the thieves were frightened away when the 

home owners arrived unexpectedly at 10 o‘clock.  There was evidence that the ransacking 

of the home was not complete.  The revolver was a Smith-Wesson of .32 caliber. 

 The amount of cash stolen was not revealed.  The thieves did not take a number of 

checks given Coroniotis Saturday by merchants as payment for meat supplies.  Neither 

did they take a number of government bonds temporarily left in his desk. 

 The fact that a watch, jewelry, silverware and radio were not carried away 

indicated to police that the thieves were forced to depart in haste. 

 Five drawers from a desk were removed and carried to the bathroom where they 

were ransacked.  The sixth had not been removed.  Three drawers from a bedroom 

dresser were also emptied in the bathroom.  It is believed that lack of time prevented the 

thieves from going through other drawers. 

 Entrance to the home was made by breaking out a small portion of a glass in a 

kitchen door.  The opening was large enough to reach a lock from the inside and open it.  

The thieves left through the front door. 

 The driveway at the Coroniotis home is along the northerly side of the house, 

being entered from the east.  Police believe that the thieves heard the automobile as it 

passed the house, escaping through the front door as Coroniotis parked his car in the 

garage. 

 Crossing Inn at 445 South Buchanan street was burglarized between Sunday noon 

and 5 o‘clock this morning, Eric Rudat, the owner, told Chief Losch.  The burglary was 

discovered when the owner opened this morning.  He was in the restaurant yesterday 

until noon. 

 The burglar entered by breaking a window.  There was evidence that food was 

consumed. The only money in the place was $4 in pennies.  The cash was either 

overlooked or not wanted.  In another burglary there about four months ago, the thief 

carried away a number of wrapped quarters and dimes but left nickels and pennies. 

 Wonder Café at 301 South Buchanan street was burglarized during Saturday 

night, Mrs. Ann Scheibe told Chief of Police Losch.  Nothing but eats were taken.  The 

visit was discovered about noon Sunday when the owner went to the restaurant. The 

entrance is closed on Saturday night.  Entrance was made through a window. 

________ 

 



 

 

Monday, February 16, 1948 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Elizabeth Shaw 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw, wife of William Shaw of 409 Jefferson road, passed away 

quietly at the residence today at 5:20 A.m., following a heart attack.  She had been ill for 

the past year. 

 She was born May 10, 1865, in Freeburg, Ill., the daughter of the late Caroline 

and Philip Reisel and had attained the age of 83 years, nine months and six days. 

 She attended school in Freeburg and was confirmed in the Evangelical church.  

Her marriage to Mr. Shaw took place March 5, 1885, in Belleville where they lived a 

number of years before moving to St. Louis.  In 1896 the family came to Edwardsville. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Shaw celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 1935. 

 She attended the First Presbyterian church and was one of the early members of 

the Ladies Aid society. 

 She is survived by her husband William, two sons, Kenneth and Evan of this city; 

five daughters, Mrs. J. H. Miller of Springfield, Mrs. C. J. Smith, St. Louis, Mrs. S. V. 

Crossman, Mrs. W. W. McKee and Mrs. Edwin Briggs of this city.  There are 11 

grandchildren and four great grandchildren. 

 The funeral will be conducted from the Lesley Marks funeral home Wednesday at 

2 o‘clock with the Rev. F. L. Kinsman officiating. 

 Burial will be in Woodlawn cemetery. 

 Friends may call after 12 o‘clock noon Tuesday at the funeral home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 28, 1948 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Lillian Dauderman Volz 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 
Mrs. Lillian M. Volz 
________ 
 

 Mrs. Lillian M. Volz of 824 Troy road died Tuesday at 7:45 p.m. (CST) at St. 

Joseph hospital in Highland.  She was taken to the hospital at noon Tuesday following a 



stroke earlier in the morning.  She had been a resident of Edwardsville for the past 29 

years, moving here from Alhambra. 

 She was born Jan. 19, 1896, in St. Louis and had attained the age of 52 years, 

three months and eight days.  Her marriage to Edward A. Volz took place May 29, 1919, 

in Alhambra. 

 She is survived by her husband; her mother, Mrs. Mary C. Dauderman, one son, 

Wilbur of Columbia, Mo.; two daughters, Mrs. Thornton Lane, Miss Betty Jean Volz and 

three grandchildren. 

 She was a member of Eden Evangelical church, the Women‘s guild, committee 2 

and the Ladies auxiliary of the American Legion. 

 The body may be viewed at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 7 o‘clock 

Thursday until Saturday at 12 o‘clock noon when it will be taken to the Eden Evangelical 

church to lie in state until 2 o‘clock when services will be held with the Rev. H. J. 

Bredehoeft officiating. 

 Interment will be in Sunset Hill cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

May 5, 1948 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Swimming at Leclaire Lake 

 

Leclaire Lake Council Subject 
________ 

 

 Leclaire lake was one of the subjects discussed last night at the new year‘s 

meeting of the city council, officials expressing their disapproval of any swimming in the 

lake and discussing means of filling the southern end which is generally without water 

during summer months and becomes a breeding place for mosquitoes.  The question was 

referred to the Park Board. 

 Chief of Police Fred Losch, city health officer, again told the council that he was 

advised by the state health officers last year that the lake was unfit for swimming owing 

to surface water from streets which drains into the lake.  Plans to post notices against 

swimming were discussed. 

 City ordinances prohibit maintenance of a lake within the city.  Leclaire lake was 

established when N. O. Nelson company located here nearly 60 years ago and once 

provided water for the industry. When the company transferred the grounds to the city, 

arrangements were made to retain the lake to provide part of the water for the industry. 

 The council last night agreed to hold its mid-month meeting on Monday night, 

May 17, one day earlier than usual. 

 Two ordinances were passed by the city council last night.  One makes 

appropriations for the ensuing year and will appear in the Intelligencer as a legal 

publication.  It contains a breakdown with all of the possible maximum expenditures.  

The other ordinance fixes salaries of city employes.  The new salaries are increased about 

seven per cent. 



 The council passed a preliminary resolution last night proving for additional 

resurfacing of city streets.  The fund of $6000 will come from the city‘s motor fuel tax 

refund. During the discussions a change in the grade of Kansas street between Hillsboro 

and College avenues was discussed to eliminate a high curb along the easterly side of the 

street. 

 The council adopted a resolution setting salaries at $10 for judges and clerks at 

the next municipal election in April, 1949.  One judge responsible for the ballots and who 

makes returns to City Clerk Edw. Poos will receive an additional $1. 

 The council informally discussed setting back the parking space of automobiles at 

some intersections. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 20, 1948 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Henry Faust 
 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 
Henry Faust 
________ 

 

 Henry (Kid) Faust, one of the oldest volunteer firemen in Edwardsville, was 

found dead Monday about 3 p.m. at his residence, 708 Hale avenue, by Alois Svoboda.  

His death evidently occurred sometime Sunday.  He had been ill for the last several years. 

 He was born March 27, 1878, in Pinckneyville and had attained the age of 70 

years, eight months and one day.  He was the son of Adam and Elizabeth Faust.  He was 

married to Miss Maude McDaid Dec. 5, 1900, who preceded him in death July 19, 1939. 

 He is survived by one son, Carlin Faust of Warrenton, Fla.; one brother, John of 

this city; and three sisters, living in St. Louis, and two grandchildren.  One brother and 

one sister preceded him in death. 

 Friends may call at the Marks-Weber funeral home after 12 o‘clock noon 

Wednesday until Thursday at 2 o‘clock when services will be held at the funeral home 

with the Rev. F. L. Kinsman officiating. 

 Interment will be in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

May 22, 1950 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Gertrude Pierson Obituary 
 



Deaths and Funerals 
________ 

 

Mrs. Gertrude Pierson 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Gertrude Pierson nee Carroll, 70, of 820 Troy road passed away Sunday at 3 

p.m. at St. Elizabeth hospital in Granite City. 

 She was born Dec. 14, 1879 in Marine and was the daughter of the late Mr. and 

Mrs. Thomas Carroll.  She married George H. Pierson Sept. 18, 1905, who survives. 

 Also surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Laurine Reiske of Madison and Mrs. 

Virginia Scherer of Nameoki; three brothers, Leo Carroll of this city, Edward of 

Alhambra and Thomas of St. Louis; one sister, Miss Maude Carroll of St. Louis and two 

grandchildren, John and Carolyn Scherer. 

 She was a member of the Daughters of Isabella, the Century club and St. Mary‘s 

Catholic church. 

 Friends may call at the Schneider funeral home after 7 o‘clock Monday evening 

until Wednesday at 9 o‘clock when services will be held from St. Mary‘s Catholic church 

with the Rev. P. P. McGuinness officiating. 

 Interment will be in Calvary cemetery. 

 The rosary will be said Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. at the funeral home.  The Daughters 

of Isabella will attend in a body at that time. 

________ 

 

 

 

April 10, 1951 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Reids Celebrate 50
th

 Anniversary 

 

Mark 50th Year 
________ 

 

 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Reid of this city celebrated their golden wedding anniversary 

Sunday and were guests of honor at a 1 o‘clock dinner given at the home of their son and 

daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Lawnin Reid. 

 The dining room table was decorated with colors of yellow and white and a large 

cake topped with the inscription ―Best wishes to Mother and Dad on your 50
th

 

anniversary‖ centered the table. Spring flowers of yellow and white were also placed 

throughout the house. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Reid were married April 6, 1901, by Dr. J. L. Cunningham at his 

residence.  They are the parents of six children, seven grandchildren and two great-

grandchildren.  They have made their home in this city for the past 50 years and reside at 

848 Holyoak avenue. 



 Guests at the dinner included their six children, Nelson Reid and Mssrs. And 

Mesdames Lawnin Reid, Thomas Flavin, Jr., Fred Utechtt, all of this city, Mr. and Mrs. 

Frank Gius of Glen Carbon and Mrs. Irene Levora of Peoria. 

Mrs. Reid‘s brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Inloes of Rock Island, were also 

present and six of the grandchildren; Mr. and Mrs. Al Petraitis of Collinsville, Kenneth 

Flavin, Dick, Ronny and Terry Reid, all of this city. 

 Friends and relatives also called throughout the afternoon. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

April 12, 1951 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Hanser Runs for Alderman 

 

Hanser Seeking Aldermanic Seat 
________ 

 

 Harry C. Hanser of 829 Ruskin avenue is in the midst of a campaign as candidate 

for alderman of the Fifth ward, subject to next Tuesday‘s municipal election. 

 A building contractor, Hanser was born in Edwardsville and has been a resident of 

the Fifth ward for the past 29 years, where he is a property owner and taxpayer. 

 He was educated in the local public schools and served his carpenter‘s 

apprenticeship under his late father, Fred Hanser.  He followed the carpenter‘s trade from 

1912 to 1918, when he became a garage mechanic and later shop foreman for Bothman & 

Sons. 

 He left his position in April, 1923, returning to carpentry in association with his 

father.  In 1936 he became assistant superintendent at the city sewage treatment plant and 

was named full superintendent two years later.  He served in the latter capacity until July, 

1940, when he went into the contracting business. 

 During World War II he was a foreman in the crating department of the Army 

Engineers depot at Granite City. 

 Hanser served on the Edwardsville Board of Education from 1942 until formation 

of the community unit school district last year. 

 He is a member of Carpenters Local 378 and served as its president 

approximately eight years. He is also an active member of IOOF lodge No. 46. A 

member of Eden Evangelical church, he is also treasurer of the church council. 

 Married, he has two daughters, Mrs. Norma Klingenberg, Miss Dorothy Hanser; 

and one son, Carl, a senior at Edwardsville high school. 

 Hanser said today that if elected as alderman of the Fifth ward he will work for 

the betterment of the city. 

________ 

 

 

 



February 18, 1952 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Arno Schlechte   

 

Arno W. Schlechte 
________ 

 

 Arno William Schlechte, who resided a mile northwest of this city on the Old 

Alton road, died of a heart attack at 3:30 a. m. Monday at his residence.  He was a retired 

machinist for Bignall and Keeler Machine shop, having worked there 33 years, and for 

the past four months operated the elevator at the Bank of Edwardsville. 

 He was born Dec. 20, 1895, in Strausburg, Ill., and had attained the age of 56 

years, one month and 28 days.  He was the son of the late August and Sophia 

Beckemeyer Schlechte.  He was married to Miss Minnie Clausen of St. Louis on June 10, 

1920.  Mrs. Schlechte survives. 

 Also surviving are one brother, Edwin H. Schlechte of this city; three sisters, Miss 

Irene Schlechte and Mrs. Albert (Irma) Martini of this city and Mrs. John (Paula) 

Yesnosky of Alhambra.  One son preceded him in death in infancy. 

 He was a member of St. Paul Lutheran church in Wood River. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 2 p.m. Tuesday until 

Wednesday at 2 p. m. when services will be held from the funeral home with the Rev. 

Norman Wolf, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran church, officiating. 

 Interment will be in the Valley View cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 22, 1952 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Harry Hanser 

 

Deaths and Funerals 
________ 
 
Harry C. Hanser 
________ 
 

 Harry C. Hanser, a retired building contractor and alderman of the Fifth ward 

since April, 1951, died at 7:50 a.m. Monday at his residence, 829 Ruskin avenue, after 

suffering a stroke Sunday evening.  He was 56 years old. 

  In failing health for many months, he retired from the contracting business a few 

months ago upon the advice of his physician.  His last major work was the new manse for 

the First Presbyterian church. 

 Alderman Hanser‘s death is the second among members of the Edwardsville city 

council since last year‘s election.  Fourth Ward Alderman G. Warren Buckles died on 



May 28 and the vacancy has not been filled.  The council membership now stands at 

eight aldermen. 

 A native of Edwardsville, Mr. Hanser was born June 21, 1896, the son of the late 

Fred J. and Anna R. Hanser.  He was educated in the local public schools and served his 

carpenter‘s apprentice under his father.  He followed the carpenter‘s trade from 1912 to 

1918, when he became a garage mechanic and later shop foreman for Bothman & Sons. 

 He left this position in April of 1923, returning to carpentry in association with 

his father.  In 1936 he became assistant superintendent at the city sewage treatment plant 

and was name(d) full superintendent two years later.  He served in the latter capacity until 

July, 1940, when he went into the contracting business. 

 During World War II he was a foreman in the crating department of the Army 

Engineers depot at Granite City. 

 He served on the Edwardsville Board of Education from 1942 until creation of the 

community unit school district two years ago. 

 He was elected to the city council April 17, 1951, defeating the incumbent, Joseph 

Gregor, Jr., by a margin of three votes. 

 An active member of Eden Evangelical and Reformed church, he attended 

services when his health permitted and was in attendance Sunday with Mrs. Hanser.  He 

was also a member of the Church Council, the Eden Brotherhood and the Adult Bible 

class. 

 Memberships in other organizations included Carpenters Local 378, which he 

served as its president for approximately eight years, and IOOF Lodge 46 in which he 

was a past noble grand. 

 He is survived by his wife, the former Bernadine Huntsman, to whom he was 

married in Edwardsville June 21, 1922, by the late Rev. H. U. Rahn; two daughters, Mrs. 

Harold (Norma) Klingenberg, Miss Dorothy Hanser, both of Edwardsville; one son, Carl, 

a student at James Millikin university, Decatur; one brother, Earl F. Hanser, 

Edwardsville; and a sister, Mrs. Dorothy Doolittle, Granite City. 

 The body may be viewed at the Weber funeral home after 7 p.m. Tuesday until 11 

a.m. Thursday when it will be taken to Eden Evangelical church to lie in state.  The final 

rites Thursday will be at 2 p.m. with the Rev. H. J. Bredehoeft officiating. 

 Burial will be in Valley View cemetery. 

________ 

   

 

 

Thursday, September 25, 1952 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Amelia (Jenny) West 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 
 
Mrs. Amelia West 
________ 

 



 Mrs. Amelia (Jenny) West, 86, of 744 Holyoake died Thursday morning at her 

home.  She previously resided in St. Louis but had lived in Edwardsville for the last 45 

years. 

 She was born Dec. 4, 1865, the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Grassmuck.  She 

was married to W. H. West in 1887 in St. Louis.  He preceded her in death in 1943. 

 She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Helen Smith of St. Louis. 

 She was a member of the Episcopal church. 

 The body may be viewed at the Straube funeral home after 7 p.m. Friday until 10 

a.m. Saturday when services will be held from the funeral home.  

 Burial will be in Mount Lebanon cemetery in St. Louis. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 11, 1952 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Tom Trigg of LeClaire Lake 
 

Happy Days of Yesteryear: Tom Trigg of LeClaire Lake 
________ 

His Galaxy of Ideas Made It the Cynosure of Village Activity 

________ 

By R. Louise Travous 

________ 

 

 By the time the first decade of the 20th century rolled into the second, Thomas J. 

Trigg was an old-timer in LeClaire, N. O. Nelson‘s cooperative village. Two more years 

and the house on the corner across from the lake would be unquestionably his. Actually 

that had been his property for seven years, since the day he went to work in the brass 

shops in 1904, made a $4 deposit, agreed to pay $15 a month for nine years and was 

given a deed to the four-room house, with 100 feet of frontage on Hale Avenue, 150 feet 

fronting the lake. 

 Philanthropist Nelson trusted his men. There had been no question as to the amount 

of Tom‘s payments, no question as to the size of his house. Tom Trigg made $15 a week. 

Had he made only $10 he would have bought a three-room home and his payments would 

have been $10 a month. 

 Wages were the small part of his compensation. Sometimes he got as much as $200 

in cash for a Christmas present, and always in January there was a bonus in N. O. Nelson 

Manufacturing company stock, some years two shares. 

 The spring of 1911 brought new riches. Additional to his shop work, he took on the 

care of LeClaire lake, the baseball diamond and the bowling alley, with $15 a month 

extra pay. These were what was left of a combination of features that had given LeClaire 



a recreation center such as this vicinity never had before, has not had since and probably 

will not have again. 

 Streets had been paved, an inter-urban ran through LeClaire every hour, and some of 

the people had automobiles. It was easy now to reach the town across the tracks where 

the Wildey had been built, with a theater and a hall for dancing. 

 Beyond the shops good companies were presenting such musical comedies as ―A 

Knight for a Day‖ and ―Girl at the Helm,‖ and Gus Haenchen‘s orchestra was playing for 

dances. No longer were the young people of LeClaire wanting to stay in their own 

village. 

 It was the lake that was the inestimable part of Tom Trigg‘s new riches. The day he 

took over what was left of planned recreation, LeClaire lake started moving swiftly to her 

hey-day. 

 Forty years ago the lake curved among the willows with Sonja Henie grace. The park 

reached the water in a long slope. Beyond the lake, where now one sees only a few acres 

of the original topography and houses cover a monotonously treeless level, were wide-

spread low hills, deeply wooded. The winding road between the woods and the willows 

lured strollers, carriages and riders. 

 There were community barbecues in the lake park, with two roasted cows and 

accompanying foods in abundance served without charge to all the villagers, and the 

LeClaire band playing. There were boating, swimming and skating. It was more fun to 

dive from the arm of a tree than from a spring-board. The girls sat low in the willows to 

put on their skates, swung down to the ice and were off in a glamorous glide. 

 Tom Trigg wanted to keep the lake as it was, alive with young people. He didn‘t 

want his boys and girls slipping off to Edwardsville at 8 o‘clock at night when the boats 

were called off the lake. It was soda and ice cream that lured them there. So he made a 

cart, filled it with pop, and they could buy their fill right there at the lake. He added his 

wife‘s ice cream to his stock, and that beat anything that could be bought uptown. He 

knew what boys liked when they played in the water and built them a raft. 

 Halloween brought a suspicious quiet to the village. Next morning the big factory 

wagon and as many smaller ones as could be managed were in the lake. Working in his 

sparse hours of leisure, Tom was a long time getting them out. Some of the boys helped, 

looking sheepish. Next year, by Tom‘s asking, there was a party in the bowling alley with 

everything free, from hot dogs to ice cream, and fun enough to silence the Halloween 

prank-playing urge. (Halloween was not then a month-long celebration.) 

 Whatever the season there were pranks, all of which Tom accepted with good nature. 

But it went a little hard on him one hot week when pop sales should have been at their 

best and his soda business dropped to zero. It was the end of a full week when Tom 

learned the reason. A ―1‖ had been put in before the ―5‖ on his ―Soda 5c‖ sign tacked to a 

tree. 

 Tom went to extra trouble to prevent accidents. There was plenty of light around the 

lake for the reading of danger signs where the ice was thin, but he put up ropes and strung 

them with lights. When there were ladies in a boat, he told them if they wanted to 

exchange seats they were to come back to shore and let him hold the boat. He kept the 

boats scrubbed so that there would be no mud to slip on, nor accidents to ladies‘ dresses. 

It was no fault of his when a party, picnicking while he was at his shop work, threw a can 

into the water and a swimmer almost lost a toe. 



 Many visiting the lake wanted to swim but had no suit. Tom bought a hundred 

bathing suits, rented them out, made around $35 on good Sundays. Mrs. Trigg washed 

bathing suits every day. Boats brought in around $40 every two weeks at five cents a ride. 

But they were the company‘s boats and the company got the money. 

 The Nelson company provided an annual Fourth of July celebration at the lake, with 

Roman candles shooting between the woods and the willows on the far bank, and 

everyone chasing horses and elephants on the park side. He who caught one of these 

luminous floaters got a prize. It was Tom‘s idea to suspend Japanese lanterns from a 

frame built into each boat, giving a festive beauty to the lake as boats glided back and 

forth, appeared and disappeared among the willows and around the bends. Romancers of 

those days sigh for that remembered Venice. 

 The outer Tom Trigg is ―going on 77‖ (on every birthday he drops his anniversary 

year and reaches toward the next), has the spring of youth in his walk, a smile from deep 

down, and dresses as carefully as he did 15 years ago when he walked up the gang plank 

of the Mississippi River boat where his son Tommy‘s orchestra was playing. For that 

appearance Tom was dressed from heel to head in white. The inner man is best described 

by using his own words: ―I like to do good for good people.‖ 

 The good that Tom has done for ―good people‖ includes soda pop free to children 

without nickels, hot coffee to picnickers, help wherever he saw a chance to give it. 

 But his biggest giving came after the LeClaire shops closed and his son sent 

generous checks to replace the lesser amount of his wages. Tom‘s wife had died and there 

was no controlling voice to keep him from going on a spending spree, having the time of 

his life ―doing good for good people.‖ He took on the grocery lists of the sick and the 

needy, canned hundreds of jars of fruits and vegetables and gave them away. 

 The doing-good spree had been going on for months when the neighbors sent word 

to his son Tommy that the poor for whom Tom was supplying groceries had enlarged 

their lists to include candy bars and chewing-gum by the boxful, cigarettes by the carton. 

And those to whom he gave his fruits and vegetables weren‘t even returning the jars. 

Also there had been a poor woman wanting work. Tom had fairly stripped his house and 

himself of everything washable. The washerwoman had kept the wash. 

 Tommy came home to look the situation over, and it was at this time that he started 

calling his father ―Junior.‖ Using the judgment of a parent, he reduced Junior‘s checks to 

half the amount they had been and made up for the cut by sending him too many boxes of 

expensive clothes: Florida sport shirts with harmonizing socks, gabardine suits in two 

tones, jackets in soft checks, slacks in quiet plaids. 

 Though he likes to dress well, there is none of the four-flusher about Tom Trigg. He 

speaks the plain truth more plainly than is necessary. Old friends, knowing he sold his 

house last month, meet him on the street and ask, ―Where are you hiding, Tom?‖ 

 ―At the poor farm,‖ he answers. They look at his silk shirt and gabardine slacks and 

wonder what sort of joke Tom‘s pulling on them. 

 The truth is that he has been having a brief and happy sojourn at the County Home, 

one of several boarders in the top paying bracket. Not in the best of health, he closed his 

house last fall, tried a number of nursing homes, didn‘t like them, and Tommy came to 

see what could be done. A friend recommended the County Home for good food, clean 

comfort and kindness, and Tom could pay his way. The home, on inspection, proved up 



to its rating and Tom bedded down in a spacious, three-windowed bedroom, with all the 

privacy he could desire. 

 One can almost hear the happy beating of his heart when the tells you: ―If the County 

Home ever becomes a regular nursing home with Mrs. Mary McClure at the head, there 

won‘t be enough buildings for the applicants.‖ 

 Tom isn‘t a lazy boarder, wanting his money‘s worth in leisure. He keeps busy 

―doing good for good people.‖ Since the day Mrs. McClure mentioned that there was too 

much potato being wasted in the peeling, Tom peels the potatoes as they should be peeled 

whenever he can spare time from painting the dining room benches. In moments of 

resting he visits the hospital with glasses of homemade jelly given to him by a friend who 

has quit housekeeping. 

 An Intelligencer reporter went to the lake to take his picture because Tom Trigg of 

LeClaire lake is leaving us Monday to go with his son. He is going to wear his Florida 

shirts in Florida. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 17, 1953 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Samuel Howerton 

 

Deaths and Funerals 
________ 
 
Samuel A. Howerton 
_________ 
 

 Samuel Asa Howerton, 1014 Ruskin avenue, died at 2:50 P.M. Wednesday at St. 

John‘s hospital, Leavenworth, Kans., of injuries received in an automobile accident 

Tuesday near Platte City, Mo.  He was born April 11, 1897 in Edwardsville township, the 

son of the late William and Ellen Jones Howerton, and had reached the age of 56 years, 

five months and five days. 

 On Nov. 12, 1918, he was married in Edwardsville to Ida Klaustermeier of 

Alhambra. 

 Besides his wife, he is survived by two daughters, Mrs. Herbert (Belva) Bantz of 

Whitestone, N.Y., and Mrs. William (Dolores) Rohrkaste, Jr., of Edwardsville; four 

brothers, Frank and Orville R. of Lincoln, Ill., Edward R. and William P., of 

Edwardsville; six sisters, Mrs. Mabel Swain of Collinsville, Mrs. August (Effie) Strassen 

of Edwardsville, Mrs. John (Etta) Laughlin of Sedgewickville, Mo., Mrs. William (Ruth) 

Klaustermeier of Alhambra, Mrs. Allen (Mildred) Howard of Worden, and Mrs. Donald 

(Evelyn) Hall of Decatur; five grandchildren, David and Sarah Bantz, William Randy 

Lynn and Linda Kay Rohrkaste.  He was preceded in death by a sister, who died in 

infancy. 



 Mr. Howerton had worked as a highway subcontractor for the past 16 years.  He 

was a member of the First Baptist church, a deacon and trustee for 34 years, and served 

as chairman of the Building committee for several years. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 7 p.m. Friday until the 

time of service Sunday afternoon at 2:30 p.m. at the First Baptist church.  The Rev. L. C. 

Boergadine will officiate.  The body will lie in state from 12:30 Sunday at the church 

until the time of service. 

 Burial will be in the Valley View cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

March 26, 1954 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Coroniotis 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS: COSTAS C. CORONIOTUS  
________ 

 

 Costas C. (Gus) Coroniotis, 66, of 905 Hale avenue, died Thursday at 9:15 a.m. at 

St. Luke‘s hospital in St. Louis where he had been a patient for the past two weeks. 

 He was born January 28, 1888, in Xelocastron, Greece, the son of the late Christ 

and Barbara Coroniotis.  In 1902 he came to the Unites States and had been a resident of 

Edwardsville since 1911.  On July 17, 1920, he married Miss Magdalena Diepholz in 

Edwardsville. 

 He served in World War I and attained the rank of corporal.  During his tenure in 

the Army he was sent overseas and on Jan. 19, 1919, was discharged. 

 The deceased was a wholesale meat distributor in Edwardsville and was a R. A. 

M.; Ainad temple and Scottish Rite Bodies of East St. Louis; American Legion Post 199; 

Veteran of Foreign Wars Post 1299; Loyal Order of Moose 1661 of Edwardsville and 

Order of Ahepa of St. Louis.  He attended Eden Evangelical and Reformed church.   

 Besides his wife, he is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Fred (Helen) Wiemers of 

Fort Russell Township; Two brothers, Perry of Lodi, Calif., and Pete of Gary, Ind. and 

one sister, Mrs. Gus Mikalis of Lodi, Calif. 

 Friends may call at the Weber funeral home after 7 p. m. Friday until 11:30 a.m. 

Sunday when the body will be taken to the Eden Evangelical and Reformed church to lie 

in state until 2 p.m. Sunday when funeral servicecs will be held at the curch with the Rev. 

R. Tormohein officiating. 

 At 8 p.m. Saturday, Edwardsille Lodge 99 A.F. & A. M. will conduct services at 

the funeral home. 

 Burial will be in Valley View cemetery. 

________ 

 

 



 

 

Monday, April 19, 1954 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Frances Baker Obituary, Former Resident of 1024 Troy Road 

 

Mrs. Frances E. Baker 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Frances E. Baker, 73, died Saturday at 9 a.m. at St. James hospital in 

Pontiac. She had been residing with her daughter, Mrs. Fred L. Martin, in Pontiac and 

had been ill for four months. 

 She was born in Butler, Ill, Feb. 5, 1881, the daughter of the late Ambrose and 

Jenny (Thalls) Brown. On Oct. 10, 1904 she was married to Ulysses B. Baker in 

Edwardsville and resided in this city for 60 years. Her husband preceded her in death in 

July, 1944. 

 She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Fred L. (Margaret) Martin of Pontiac, two 

step-daughters, Mrs. Harold (Vanita) Peters of Edwardsville and Mrs. M. C. (Della) 

Bryne of St. Louis, one brother, J. Albert Brown of St. Louis and one sister, Mrs. C. E. 

Clark of Osage Beach, Mo.  Also surviving are five grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren.  One daughter, Mrs. Mildred Lawson, preceded her mother in death in 

1952 and one sister, Miss May Brown also preceded her in death. 

 The deceased was a member of the auxillary of United Spanish War Veterans and 

was also a member of St. John‘s Methodist church. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 7 p.m. Monday until 2 

p.m. Tuesday when funeral services will be held from the funeral home with Rev. Clyde 

Funkhouser officiating. 

 Burial will be in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

November 8, 1954 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

George H. Pierson Obituary 

 

George H. Pierson 
________ 

 

 George H. Pierson, 77, died at 10:25 p.m. Sunday at St. Elizabeth hospital in 

Granite City of complications.  He made his home with one of his daughters, Mrs. 

Virginia Scherer of 3704 Franklin avenue in Granite City. He was a former resident of 

Edwardsville and a retired bookkeeper at N. O. Nelson Co.  He was born Aug. 21, 1877 

in Alton. 



 He was married to Miss Gertrude A. Carroll September 18, 1905 in Edwardsville 

who preceded him in death in 1950.  Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Virginia Scherer 

of Granite City and Mrs. Laurine Reiske of Madison; one sister, Mrs. Laura Briggs of St. 

Louis; and two grandchildren, John and Carolyn Scherer. 

 He was a member of St. Mary‘s Catholic church in Edwardsville and St. Elizabeth 

Catholic church of Mitchell.  He was also a member of the K. of C. in Edwardsville. 

 Friends may call at the Schneider funeral home after 7 p.m. Monday until 8:30 

a.m. Wednesday when private services will be held from the funeral home and at 9 

o‘clock services will be held from St. Mary‘s Catholic church with the Rev. P. P. 

McGuinness officiating.  The rosary will be said at 8 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral home 

by Rev. McGuinness. 

 Interment will be in Calvary cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 5, 1955 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  John F. Reid 

 

John F. Reid  

________ 

 

 John F. (Jack) Reid, 80, of 848 Holyoake avenue died at 5:30 a.m. Saturday at St. 

Joseph hospital, Highland.  Mr. Reid, a retired coal miner and former custodian of the 

library, was a custodian of the court house at the time of his death.  He was born January 

10, 1875 in Hamel township, the son of the late Samuel and Mary Fruit Reid. 

 He was married to Monette Jane Inloes in April, 1901, at Edwardsville.  Surviving 

besides his wife are two sons, Lawnin and Nelson Reid, of Edwardsville; four daughters, 

Mrs. Irene Leora of Peoria, Mrs. Helen Utechtt, Mrs. Bernice Guise and Mrs. Cora 

Flavin, Edwardsville; two brothers, George W. and William Reid, Edwardsville; one 

sister, Mrs. Etta Hanser, Edwardsville; seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  

One brother and two sisters preceded him in death. 

 Friends may call at the Straube funeral home after 7 p.m. Saturday until 2 p.m. 

Monday when funeral services will be held from the funeral home with the Rev. L. C. 

Boergadine, pastor of the First Baptist church, officiating. 

 Interment will be in Woodlawn cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

November 5, 1955 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Henry W. Dohle 

 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 



________ 

 

Henry W. Dohle, Sr. 
________ 

 

 Henry W. Dohle, Sr., 403 Cherry street, died at 2:55 a.m. Saturday at St. Joseph 

hospital in Alton, where he had been a patient since Thursday. 

 He was born Feb. 2, 1879 in St. Louis, a son of the late Morris and Wilhelmina 

Dohle and reached the age of 79 years, nine months, two days.  He was married to 

Magdalena Merkle of Edwardsville Nov. 12, 1902 at St. Boniface Catholic church with 

Rev. Fr. Anselm officiating. 

 Mr. Dohle was a retired brass worker, finisher and pattern maker who had 

followed the trade for 57 years with the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Co.  He was an 

honorary member of the Knights of Columbus; a member of the Holy Name society, St. 

Vincent de Paul society of St. Boniface and a member of St. Boniface church. 

 Survivors include his wife, two sons, Leo F. Dohle of St. Louis and Henry Dohle, 

Jr., of Edwardsville; two daughters, Mrs. Frank (Celia) Carter and Mrs. Louis (Martha) 

Vanzo, Jr., both of Edwardsville; one brother and two sisters of St. Louis.  Also surviving 

are six grandchildren, Miss Dolores Carter, Martha Anne, Patrick and Theresa Vanzo, 

Henry III and James Dohle. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 12 noon Sunday.  The 

rosary will be recited at the funeral home at 8 p.m. Sunday. 

 Funeral services will be held at 8:30 a.m. Monday at the funeral home and at 9 

a.m. at St. Boniface church.  The Rev. George E. Faller will officiate.  Burial will be in 

St. Mary‘s cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

October 8, 1956 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Monette Jane Reid 

 

Mrs. Monette Jane Reid 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Monette Jane Reid of 848 Holyoake died Sunday at 3:30 a.m. at an Alton 

hospital.  A daughter of the late George and Mary Inloes, she was born March 8, 1879 in 

Litchfield. 

 Survivors include two sons, Lawnin and Nelson of Edwardsville; four daughters, 

Mrs. Irene Levora of Peoria, Mrs. Helen Utechtt, Mrs. Bernice Guise and Mrs. Cora 

Flavin, all of Edwardsville; four brothers, William and Otis of California, George of 

Chicago and Edward of Rock Island; two sisters, Mrs. Etis Chenney of California and 

Mrs. Bell Kelly of St. Jacob; seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  Her 

husband, John F. Reid, preceded her in death March 14, 1955. 



 Also preceding her in death were a grandson, Leo Levora, who died in World War 

II; one brother and two sisters. 

 Friends may call at the Straube funeral home until 10:30 a.m. Tuesday when 

services will be held.  The Rev. L. C. Boergadine, pastor of the First Baptist church, will 

officiate. 

 Burial will be in Woodlawn cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 
October 23, 1956 

Globe Democrat 

N. O. Nelson Co. Is Declared Bankrupt 

 

N. O. Nelson Co. Is Declared Bankrupt 
______ 
 

      The N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company of St. Louis, one of the nation‘s largest 

plumbing supply firms, was judged bankrupt yesterday by Referee in Bankruptcy 

William O‘Herin. 

      Referee O‘Herin ordered Elliot H. Stein, investment broker who was named 

temporary receiver for the firm on Sept. 28, to continue operation of the firm. 

      The ruling came as O‘Herin denied a motion by the Nelson management that the 

bankruptcy proceedings be dismissed. 

________ 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 11, 1957 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  William Shaw 

 

William Shaw 
________ 

 

 William Shaw, 97, a resident of this city since 1893, died Tuesday at 2 p.m. at his 

home, 409 Jefferson avenue, after an illness of the past nine months. 

 The deceased came to the United States with his parents, William and Sarah 

Brown Shaw, from Birmingham, Staffordshire, England, when a boy going to 

Chattanooga, Tenn.  In June, 1889, he moved to St. Louis, Mo., where he became 

affiliated with the N. O. Nelson Mfg. Co.; and served as superintendant of the Bignall 

and Keeler Machine Works for 52 years. 



 When the Nelson Co. was transferred to Edwardsville in January, 1893, Mr. Shaw 

moved to this city, and was a member of the board of directors for many years. He retired 

April 15, 1941 after more than a half century with the industry.   

 Mr. Shaw was a life member of the AF & AM, Edwardsville No. 99, and the 

Mississippi Valley Consistory of East St. Louis. 

 Born in Birmingham Feb 11, 1860 the deceased had reached the age of 97 years, 

6 months and 29 days. 

 He was married March 25, 1885 at Belleville to Miss Elizabeth Reisel, who 

preceded him in death Feb. 16, 1948.  Also preceding him were two brothers and two 

sisters. 

 Surviving are two sons, Kenneth and Evan of Edwardsville; five daughters, Mrs. 

A. A. (Edith) McKee, Mrs. S. V. (Laura) Crossman and Mrs. Edwin (Mildred) Briggs, all 

of this city; Mrs. J. H. (Irene) Miller of Springfield and Mrs. Cullin (Ruth) Smith of St. 

Louis; 13 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. 

 The body may be viewed at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 7 p.m. 

Wednesday until the 2 p.m. service Thursday. The Rev. John P. Emig, pastor of the First 

Presbyterian church, will officiate.  Interment will be in Woodlawn cemetery. 

 Masonic services will be held Wednesday at 8 p.m. at the funeral home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

August 18, 1958 

Globe Democrat 

New Owners to Rebuild N. O. Nelson Company 

 

New Owners to Rebuild N. O. Nelson Company 
______ 

 

      N. O. Nelson Company, an old St. Louis firm that was put through the financial 

wringer by eastern interests, is going to get a new lease on life. 

      George Hoffmann said yesterday that he and seven other employees have bought the 

assets of the company. 

      Mr. Hoffmann was a vice president of the old company and has been operating head 

of the firm during bankruptcy proceedings under the federal court here. 

      The seven other employees are managers of Nelson‘s remaining branches at Alton, 

Cape Girardeau, Jefferson City, Marion, Ill.; Little Rock, Paducah and Memphis. 

 

PRICE NOT DISCLOSED 

      Mr. Hoffmann said the group bought the inventory, furniture and fixtures, real estate 

and the N. O. Nelson name.  He declined to disclose the price paid. 

      The firm, a wholesaler of  plumbing, heating and industrial supplies, was founded 

here in 1876.  At one time it had 22 branches and was the fourth largest plumbing supply 

firm in the nation. 



      Mr. Hoffmann said Nelson‘s sales were some $20,000,000 yearly before its troubles 

started late in 1955.  He said the new firm expects to do about $6,000,000 of business a 

year. 

      Nelson has been through various phases of liquidation and bankruptcy since 1955.  

Control of the firm first was acquired by Bellanca Corporation, then headed by Sidney 

Albert. 

 

WENT INTO BANKRUPTCY 

      Nelson went into bankruptcy on July 23, 1955.  Mr. Albert sold the Nelson stock 

holdings to Automatic Washer Company of Iowa which also went bankrupt.  The trustee 

of Automatic then sold the Nelson stock to Glen L. Seydel of Davenport, Ia., and Mr. 

Hoffmann‘s group acquired the assets from Mr. Seydel. 

      Bellanca Corporation subsequently was de-listed from the American Stock Exchange. 

      Mr. Hoffmann said Nelson now has only an administrative office here at 4306 

Duncan ave.  He said the remaining branches will continue to operate and the new 

management expects to re-establish a warehouse here and expand its St. Louis 

headquarters operation. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 26, 1960 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: George Merkle 
 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS 
________ 

 

George F. Merkle 
________ 

 

 George Frederick Merkle, 72, of 403 Jefferson Rd, a retired machinist, died at 

9:15 p.m. Wednesday at St. Joseph Hospital, Alton, where he had been admitted earlier in 

the day. 

 Mr. Merkle, a machinist over 40 years, had been employed by the N. O. Nelson 

Mfg. & Bignall and Keeler Co., and at the former Litchfield & Madison Railway 

roundhouse. 

 Son of Frederick and Elizabeth Bott Merkle, he was born Sept. 29, 1887 in 

Manhattan, N. Y.  His wife, the former Pauline Jones of St. Louis, died in May, 1945. 

 Survivors are a son, G. Richmond Merkle, St. Louis; one brother and a sister, 

Charles Merkle and Mrs. Clarence (Bertha) Piper, both of Edwardsville; and two 

grandchildren. 

 Mr. Merkle was a charter member of Loyal Order of the Moose 1561, St. John‘s 

Methodist church and had been active in the Men‘s Bible class. 



 Final rites will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday from St. John‘s Memorial chapel, the 

Rev. Dr. Clyde Funkhauser officiating.  Interment will be in Valley View cemetery. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks funeral home after 12 noon Friday until 11 

a.m. Saturday. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

October 16, 1961 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  T. R. Gilmore 

 

T. R. Gilmore  
________ 

 

 ST LOUIS – Theodore R. (Pete) Gilmor, 60, formerly an Edwardsville resident, 

died Saturday at 11:30 a.m., at St. Luke‘s Hospital. 

 Born July 23, 1901 in Mexico City, Mexico, he was the son of the late J. W. and 

Adelia Gilmor.  He had resided in St. Louis 25 years. 

 Surviving are his wife, the former Julia Bartels; one son, Theodore W. Gilmor, 

Ballwin, Mo.; one daughter, Mrs. Robert H. (Helen) Walther, St. Louis; three brothers, 

Harry A. Gilmor of Huston, Tex.; Marcus A. Gilmor, Phoenix, Ariz., and Walter Alfred 

Gilmor, Centralia; one sister, Mrs. Edward A. (Isabelle) Kane, Edwardsville; and four 

grandchildren. 

 The body may be viewed at the Drehman-Harral funeral home…. 

________ 

 

 

 

January 19, 1965 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Edwin Schlechte 

 

Deaths 
________ 
 
Edwin Schlechte 
________ 
 

 Edwin H. Schlechte, 66, a former employe for the State of Illinois Highway 

Department and of the City of Edwardsville in later years, died Monday at 12:15 p.m. at 

Barnes Hospital, St. Louis.  He had been a hospital patient three weeks. 

 Mr. Schlechte had been employed 31 years at the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing 

Company. 



 He was born Oct. 11, 1898 in Hamel Township, the son of the late August and 

Sophia Beckemeyer Schlechte.  Mr. Schlechte and his wife, the former Alice 

Bardelmeier, resided at 1022 Longfellow Ave.  The couple was married Sept. 18, 1929 in 

Edwardsville. 

 Besides his wife he is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Chester (Ruth) Heepke of 

Hamel Township; two sisters, Miss Irene Schlechte and Mrs. Albert (Irma) Martini, both 

of Edwardsville, and two grandchildren.  Two sisters and two brothers preceded him in 

death. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks Funeral Home until the services Wednesday 

at 2 p.m.  The Rev. Dr. Walter J. Mehl, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, will 

officiate.  Interment will be in Valley View Gardens of Memory. 

 Pallbearers will be Allan Halbe, Ronald Martini, Harry Feldner, William Heepke, 

William Handlon and James Allen. 

________ 

 

 

 

September 8, 1965 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Tate-Howerton Marriage 

 

Tate-Howerton Vows Recited 
________ 

 

 The First Baptist Church was the scene for the wedding of Mrs. Ida Howerton and 

Hugh Tate at 3 o‘clock Saturday afternoon.  The Rev. B. L. Moore officiated.  A 

reception was given afterwards by the bride‘s son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 

William Rohrkaste Jr. of 814 St. Louis St. 

 Attendants were the couple‘s daughters, Mrs. Herbert G. Bantz of Whitestone, 

NY, Mrs. Rohrkaste and Mrs. Charles Sutton of Carmel, Ind. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Tate will be at home at 1014 Ruskin Ave. following a brief wedding 

trip. 

________ 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 5, 1966 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Pius Rotter, Jr. 

 

OBITUARIES:    PIUS ROTTER  
________ 

 

 Pius T. Rotter, 78, who resided at 242 S. Fillmore St. with a son-in-law and 

daughter, Mr. and Mrs. James H. Stack, died this morning at 12:30 at St. Joseph‘s 

Hospital, Highland.  He had been hospitalized 16 days. 



 Mr. Rotter, son of Pius T. and Catherine Peters Rotter, had been a machinist 44 

years at the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company.  He was born Dec. 6, 1887 in St. 

Louis and was married Feb. 26, 1911 to Mary Catherine Foehrkalb at St. Boniface 

Catholic Church. Mrs. Rotter died June 21, 1920. 

 Surviving are six children, Joseph F. Rotter, Mrs. James H. (Frances) Stack, Mrs. 

A. C. (Marie) Richardson, Mrs. Ralph A. (Elsie) Leuschke and Mrs. Claude V. (Agnes) 

Schoeneweis, all of Edwardsville, and Mrs. Lawrence L. (Edna) Fields, of Forest Park, 

Ga; 17 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.  Also surviving are two brothers, Henry 

of Granite City and Joseph H. of Edwardsville, and a sister, Mrs. Louise Sutcliffe of 

Brandon, Manitoba, Canada.  Four brothers are deceased. 

 Mr. Rotter was a member of St. Boniface Catholic Church and the Holy Name 

Society. 

 Visitation will be at Lesley Marks Funeral Home after 3 p.m. Wednesday.  A 

Requiem Solemn High Mass will be said by the Rev. Ralph S. Guido Thursday morning 

at 9:30 at St. Boniface Catholic Church.  Burial will be in the church cemetery. 

 The rosary will be recited Wednesday night at 8:15.  Members of the Moose 

Lodge 1561 will meet in a group at the funeral home at 7:30 Wednesday. 

________ 

 

 

 

Monday, January 16, 1967 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: William Sehnert 

 

William Sehnert 
_______ 

 

 William Louis Sehnert of 923 Schwarz Road died Sunday at 1:40 p.m. at St. 

Joseph‘s Hospital, Highland, after a lingering illness.  He was 84 years old. 

 Mr. Sehnert, son of John L. and Frances Spengel Sehnert, had worked in the car 

department of Shell Oil Company 27½ years.  He retired in August of 1946. 

 Surving are his wife, the former Nora Bollinger of Edwardsville, whom he 

married Aug 27, 1907; a daughter, Mrs. Charles (Gladys) Bovenschen of Highland, Ind.; 

one sister, Mrs. Joseph (Frances) McLean of Edwardsville; a grandchild and four gret-

grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers and two sisters. 

 Mr. Schehnert (Sehnert) was born June 29, 1882 at Pierron.  He was a member of 

St. Mary‘s Catholic Church here and the Modern Woodmen of America. 

 Funeral Mass will be Wednesday morning at 9 o‘clock at the Catholic Newman 

Chapel, 306 W. Park St.  The Rev. Louis Elbow will officiate.  Burial will be in Calvary 

Cemetery. 

 Friends may call at the Lesley Marks Funeral Home after 2 p.m. Tuesday.  The 

rosary will be recited at 8 p.m. 

 

(Note:  The Sehnerts lived at 837 Troy Road from 1911-1947; He was an early Nelson 

employee.) 



________ 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 7, 1967 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Charles Merkle 

 

Charles Merkle 
________ 

 

 Charles Merkle of 403 Jefferson Road, a retired coal miner, died Monday at 1 

p.m. at St. Joseph‘s Hospital in Highland where he had been a patient one day.  He was 

76 years old. 

 Mr. Merkle was born Nov. 18, 1890 in New York City, a son of Frederick and 

Elizabeth Bott Merkle. 

 He was a member of American Legion Post 199 and Veterans of World War I 

Barracks 977. 

 Surviving are a sister, Mrs. Clarence (Bertha) Piper of this city; two nieces, Mrs. 

Dan Dippold and Mrs. Paul Eberhardt of Edwardsville; and a nephew, Richmond Merkle 

of St. Louis. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home after 7 o‘clock this evening.  The Rev. 

Donald Frantz, pastor of First Christian Church, will officiate at the funeral rites 

Wednesday morning at 10:30 at the funeral home.  Burial will be in Woodlawn 

Cemetery. 

 Members of the Legion and Veterans of World War I will meet tonight at 7:30 at 

the funeral home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

April 16, 1968 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Alfred Abbee Obituary 

 

Area Deaths 

Alfred Abbee Dies 
________ 

 

 Alfred Herbert Abbee, 85, of 1020 Troy Rd., died at 7:45 p.m. Monday in St. 

Joseph‘s Hospital, Alton, where he had been a patient nine days. 

 A native of London, England, he came to Edwardsville to live 51 years ago and 

served as the first alderman from LeClaire addition (Ward 5) when it was annexed to the 

city. 



 He was on the City Council five years. 

 He had retired in 1947 from the old Litchfield-Madison Railroad Co. where he 

worked as a boiler inspector for 30 years. 

 Born May 8, 1882, he was a son of Herbert E. and Louise Abbee.  He was 

married Sept. 26, 1903 in St. John‘s Episcopal Church, London, to Grace Evans. She died 

Nov. 14, 1955. Besides his wife and parents, two daughters, a brother and three sisters 

preceded him in death. 

 Survivors are one son, James of Edwardsville; a daughter, Mrs. Lucille Kelly, 

Plainfield, N.J.; one sister, Mrs. Ted (Florie) Crocker, London, and two grandsons, Mark 

and Chat Kelly of Plainfield. 

 He was a member of St. John‘s Methodist Church, was active in Masonic Circles 

and served Lodge 99, AF & AM, as worshipful master in 1927; was a past officer of 

Royal Arch Masons 146 and Chapter 667, Order of the Eastern Star; was a member of the 

Unity Court 21, Order of the Amaranth, and served as president of the Masonic Temple 

board for several years. 

 He was also a member of the local Knights of Pythias. 

 Friends may call at the Weber Funeral Home after 2 p.m. Wednesday until 10 

a.m. Thursday when the body will be taken to St. John‘s Church for 1:30 p.m. services.  

The Rev. James Nettleton, pastor, will officiate. 

 Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery. 

 Masonic services will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday in the funeral home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 27, 1969 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Bertha Piper 

 

Bertha Piper 
________ 

 

 Mrs. Bertha E. Piper, 84, 403 Jefferson Rd., died at 8:15 p.m. Wednesday in her 

home of an apparent heart attack. 

 Mrs. Piper had been a resident of Edwardsville the past 70 years. 

 Born May 30, 1884, in New York City, she was the daughter of Frederick and 

Elizabeth (Bott) Merkle. 

 She was married to Clarence W. Piper on April 3, 1914, in Witt.  He survives. 

 Other survivors are two daughters, Mrs. Daniel (Ruth K.) Dippold and Mrs. Paul 

E. (Genevieve) Eberhart, both of Edwardsville, and three grandchildren. 

 She was also preceded in death by two brothers and one sister. 

 Mrs. Piper was a member of the First Christian Church of Edwardsville. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home after 4 p.m. Friday.  Services will be 

held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday in the funeral home, with Rev. Donald Frantz, pastor of the 

First Christian Church, officiating.  Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery. 



________ 

 

 

 

Monday, September 22, 1969 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Home on the Road 

 

Home on the Road 
________ 

 

(Photo caption) This new-look ―mobile home‖ brought disbelieving spectators to their 

windows as it rolled majestically from its original site on Vandalia Street down Buchanan 

Street and out Troy Road.  This house, and another, both the property of Ruth L. Barton, 

are being moved to sites at 813 Hale Ave. and 810 Holyoake Dr. to allow for the 

expansion of the National Food Store on Buchanan and Park Street.  With the removal of 

the two residences, the store plans to add a pharmacy and a new entranceway to the 

parking lot on Vandalia Street.  The houses are being moved by Cruikshank House 

Moving Co., East St. Louis.  The house created a few problems as it rolled along its 

route.  A few limbs had to be cut down to clear its path, and power was temporarily shut 

off in areas along the route because the house was scraping against the power lines. 

 

Note:  In the photo accompanying the short article above was pictured the brick 

bungalow now located at 813 Hale Avenue, as it moved down the street.  The photo 

quality is very poor so could not be copied. The back portion of the N. O. Nelson property 

was sold to make lots for these two homes now located behind the former N. O. Nelson’s 

house on Jefferson Road.  

________ 

 

 

 

March 27, 1971 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Leo Carroll 

 

Area Deaths 
________ 
 

Leo Carroll Dies 
________ 
 

 Leo C. Carroll, 86, 1580 Poag Rd., died at 12:30 p.m. Friday in St. Joseph‘s 

Hospital, Highland, where he had been a patient for a week. 

 He was a member of St. Mary‘s Catholic Church and the Edwardsville Knights of 

Columbus. 



 Born Sept. 27, 1884, in Alhambra Township, he was the son of Thomas and 

Caroline Dzengolewski Carroll. 

 His wife, the former Cecelia Kaufman, to whom he was married May 31, 1914, in 

Edwardsville, survives. 

 Two brothers and two sisters preceded him in death. 

 Friends may call after 4 p.m. Sunday at Pletcher Funeral Home. 

 Funeral services will be at 9 a.m. Monday in St. Mary‘s Catholic Church.  Burial 

will be in Calvary Cemetery.  Rev. Louis Elbow will officiate at funeral services. 

 A Rosary will be said at 8 p.m. Sunday in the funeral home. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Monday September 11, 1972 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  James W. Allen  

 

AREA DEATHS 
________ 

 

James Allen 
________ 

 

 James W. Allen, 73, of 1025 Troy Rd, a retired Illinois Terminal Railroad clerk, 

died at 7:15 p. m. Saturday in Missouri Pacific Hospital, St. Louis, where he was 

hospitalized a week. 

 He retired seven years ago after 42 years as an employee of the railroad. 

 He was born Nov. 18, 1898 at Oakland.  His parents were John S. and Mary Alice 

Hutchinson Allen. 

 He was married to Margaret Schmidt on July 19, 1943, at Union, Mo.  She 

survives. 

 Surviving besides his wife are sisters Mrs. George L. (Mabel) Moorman and Mrs. 

Oscar (Ruby) Bardelmeier, both of Edwardsville and a brother Glen O. Allen of Van 

Nys, Calif. 

 Another brother, Stewart Allen, is deceased. 

 He was a member of St. John‘s United Methodist Church. 

 Friends may call at the Weber Funeral Home from 4 p. m. today until 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, when the body will be taken to St. John‘s Chapel to lie in state until the service. 

 The Rev. William B. Lewis will conduct the last rites at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday in the 

chapel. 

 Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 



 

April 23, 1973 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: George L. Moorman, Sr. 

 

George L. Moorman, 90, Dies 
________ 

 

 George L. Moorman, 90, of 926 Holyoake Rd., an Edwardsville community 

leader, died at 4:30 a.m. Sunday in his home. 

 Mr. Moorman was active in the 1950s in promoting a higher education facility in 

the area, serving as chairman of the Edwardsville Chamber of Commerce Committee on 

Higher Education. 

 The committee has been credited with the eventual establishment of the Southern 

Illinois University Edwardsville Campus. 

 He was a past president of the Edwardsville Library Board of Trustees, founded 

Boy Scout Troop 2 and remained active in scout work, and had served as president of the 

Chamber. 

 A resident of Edwardsville more than 70 years, he was born July 20, 1882, in 

Jackson County, Mich. 

He retired in 1955 as office manager of Bignall and Keeler Division of the N. O. Nelson 

Co., after 56 years of service. 

 His parents were Enos and May A. Algers Moorman. 

 He was married to May McCune on June 30, 1908.  She died July 4, 1941. 

 On December 18, 1945 he was married to Mabel Allen, who survives.  

 Other survivors are a son, George L. Moorman Jr., Hanover, N.H., a former 

mayor of Edwardsville; daughters Mrs. Elizabeth W. West of Edwardsville and Mrs. 

Charles (Margaret) Hall of Silver Spring, Md.; eight grandchildren and 10 great-

grandchildren. 

 Five brothers are deceased. 

 Mr. Moorman was active in the work of St. John‘s United Methodist Church, 

which he served as a board member and Sunday School superintendent 25 years. 

 He was a past president of the Edwardsville Rotary Club, a past master and 60-

year member of Edwardsville Lodge 99, AF & AM, a charter member of Edwardsville 

Chapter 667, Order of the Eastern Star, a member of the Edwardsville Shrine Club, Ainad 

Temple of East St. Louis, and Scottish Rite Bodies of Southern Illinois. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home after 2 p.m., Tuesday until 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, when the body will be removed to the chapel of St. John‘s Church, to lie in 

state until the service. 

 The Rev. William B. Lewis will officiate at last rites at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday in 

the chapel. 

 Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery. 

 The family requests memorials to St. John‘s Church. 

 Masonic services will be at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the funeral home. 

________ 

 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 13, 1974 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary: Reinhardt Wilharm 

 

Area Deaths  
________ 

 

Reinhardt Wilharm, City Man, 89, Dies  
________ 
  

 Reinhardt C. Wilharm, 89, of 841 Hale Ave., died at 8:51 p. m. Tuesday in the 

Madison County Nursing Home, where he had been a patient five months. 

 He was born Nov. 27, 1884, in Prairietown, a son of the late Charles and Caroline 

Schonewig Wilharm. 

 He was married to Johanna Wiemers on Sept. 5, 1907, in Lockport, N. Y.  She 

died July 10, 1971. 

 He is survived by a son, Willis E. Wilharm of Edwardsville, three grandchildren, 

and three great-grandchildren.  A daughter, three brothers, and a sister preceded him in 

death. 

 Mr. Wilhelm was a freight agent for the Illinois Terminal Railroad for more than 

50 years.  He was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Edwardsville. 

 Funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. Friday in Trinity Lutheran Church, with Rev. 

A. Herpolsheimer officiating.  Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery, Edwardsville. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home in Edwardsville after 4 p.m. Thursday.  

The body will lie in state at the church from 10:30 a.m. Friday until the hour of service. 

________ 

 

 

 

Friday, August 30, 1974 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Edward Volz 

 

Area Deaths 
________ 
 

Edward Volz, Longtime City Resident Dies 
________ 

 

 Edward A. Volz, 79, 117 W. Franklin Ave., an Edwardsville resident for more 

than 50 years, died of a heart attack at 6:15 a.m. today in his home. 



 Mr. Volz worked for Illinois Power Co. for more than 18 years before his 

retirement in 1960. 

 He was born on Feb. 18, 1895, in Alhambra Township.  His parents were the late 

Joseph and Mary Long Volz. 

 He was married to Lillian M. Dauderman, who preceded him in death on April 

27, 1948. 

 He is survived by his second wife, the former Olinda Tegtmeier Wagner.  They 

were married in Eden United Church of Christ in Edwardsville on March 5, 1960. 

 Also surviving are a son, Wilbur E. Volz of Hanover, N.H., daughters Mrs. 

Marvin (Betty Jean) Funston of Route 1, Edwardsville, and Mrs. Thornton (Evelyn) Lane 

of Edwardsville, brothers Joseph Volz of Edwardsville and Louis Volz of Alhambra, 

seven grandchildren and six (great-)grandchildren. 

 Mr. Volz was a member of World War I Barracks 977, American Legion Post 

199, the Last Man‘s Club and Laborers Local 179, all of Edwardsville. 

 He was a member of Eden Church and the Eden Churchmen‘s Fellowship. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home from 11 a.m. Sunday to 11 a.m. 

Monday and after 11 a.m. Monday at Eden Church. 

 Funeral Services will be in the church at 2 p.m. Monday with the Rev. Wesley 

Bornemann officiating.  Burial will be in Sunset Hill Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

Monday, August 11, 1975 

Edwardsville Intelligencer 

Obituary:  Clarence W. Piper 
 

Piper 
________ 

 

 Clarence W. Piper, 84, 403 Jefferson Rd., died at 5:45 a.m. today in St. Luke‘s 

Hospital, St. Louis.  He had been ill about a week. 

 A resident of Edwardsville most of his life, Mr. Piper was born June 17, 1891, in 

Worden, a son of the late Charles and Katherine Denton Piper.  He was married on April 

3, 1914, to Bertha Merkle, in Witt.  She died Feb. 26, 1969. 

 A railroad worker for more than 30 years, Mr. Piper retired in 1959 from the 

Chicago and Northwestern Railway. 

 Surviving are daughters Mrs. Ruth K. Dippold and Mrs. Paul (Genevieve) 

Eberhart, both of Edwardsville, and sisters Mrs. Harold (Addie) Kennedy of Worden and 

Mrs. Clyde (Bessie) Helton of Mattoon. 

 A brother preceded Mr. Piper in death. 

 Mr. Piper was a member of the railroad Trainmen‘s Association and a member 

and past deacon of the First Christian Church of Edwardsville. 

 Friends may call at Weber Funeral Home after 4 p.m. Tuesday until 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, when the body will be taken to lie in state at First Christian Church. 



 Funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, with the Rev. Charles Turner 

officiating. 

 Burial will be in Valley View Cemetery. 

________ 

 

 
 

 



October, 2003 

GlenEd Chamber of Commerce Newsletter 

By Cindy Reinhardt 

How to Spell Leclaire 

 

How to Spell Leclaire 
______ 
 

For more than 50 years there has been an inconsistency in the spelling of Leclaire in 

Edwardsville.  The correct spelling should be "Leclaire" with a lower case "c", not 

"LeClaire" with an upper case "C".  When the village of Leclaire was given its name by 

the employees of the N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, it was named after the 

French father of profit sharing, Edme Jean Leclaire.  Leclaire, whose company is still in 

existence today, spelled his name with a small "c".  When Nelson founded the village, he 

also spelled Leclaire with a small "c".  In recent years, several historians, journalists and 

members of the Friends of Leclaire organization have researched the matter and found 

this was indeed the case.   

 

Why does it matter?  The former village of Leclaire is on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Our interest as a National Historic District is to encourage everyone to 

preserve the past and record it accurately.  Two things that have been consistently 

incorrect in "modern times" are the use of a capital "C" in Leclaire and reference to the 

old Leclaire School House (or Kindergarten) as the Leclaire Academy.   

 

The Leclaire School House had an academy for only a very short time prior to 1900 but 

otherwise didn‘t use that title. The term became a popular, if inaccurate, term for the old 

Leclaire School House to distinguish it from the new LeClaire School.  The new school 

name was spelled with a capital ―C‖ until research was provided in 2001 proving the 

correct spelling.  At that time the School District 7 changed the spelling, but at least two 

generations of Edwardsville school children had by then learned to spell Leclaire 

incorrectly. 

 

The misspelling of Leclaire is a bit more complicated than the "academy" label, because 

there are many areas of the country where you will find the name spelled with a capital 

"C".  One French historian who assisted with researching the subject said that before the 

French Revolution, many of the nobility capitalized part of their name such as in "Le 

Claire", but afterwards, partly for protection, they changed to the lower case.  We don't 

know if this was the case with Edme Jean Leclaire, but it is another possible explanation 

of why the name is spelled differently around the country.  The town of LeClaire, Iowa 

spells its name with a capitol ―C‖.   And one of our own members of Friends of Leclaire 

has French Canadian ancestry where their name is spelled with a capitol "C".    

 

Courthouse records dating back to the founding of Leclaire, early documents written by 

N. O. Nelson himself, and of course, books and documents by Edme Jean Leclaire and 

his company all tell the true story.  Leclaire was and is considered a great man in France.  

He was a house painter who helped lift men out of poverty by founding a company that 



shared profits with the workers and provided pensions in their old age.  N. O. Nelson 

went to visit Leclaire‘s company in France and incorporated some of his theories and 

practices into the village of Leclaire in Illinois.   

 

Friends of Leclaire are grateful for your help in correcting the spelling of our 

neighborhood.  As a village, Leclaire was founded on six high principles:  work, 

education, homes, recreation, beauty and freedom.  All of these were to be provided to 

assure the citizens of the village would lead happy, fulfilled lives.  We think it's a history 

worth preserving.   

________ 

 

 

 

 

October, 2004 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By James Fralinger 

Leclaire Cooperative Store in Edwardsville 

 

Leclaire Cooperative Store in Edwardsville 
______ 
 

 (Note:  In the last newsletter, we wondered why the Leclaire Cooperative sales receipts 

indicated the store was in Edwardsville, and not in Leclaire.  FOL member Jim Fralinger 

has the answer.) 

  The Leclaire Cooperative was in Edwardsville. 

 When N. O. Nelson acquired the property for Leclaire village, the plot of land 

north of the Nelson Campus between Brown Street and the old railroad right-of-way was 

inside the city limits of Edwardsville and, therefore, technically outside the land acquired 

for the village itself. It was on this plot that Nelson opened the coop store in 1903. Today 

Leclaire Graphics occupies this site. 

  But this is only a small piece of the story. 

  Immediately after acquiring the rights to the land for the village, Nelson hired 

engineer, Julius Pitzman, to lay out Leclaire along the lines of an English walking park. 

Pitzman was very well qualified. He had laid out Forest Park and many exclusive 

neighborhoods in St. Louis such as: Westmoreland, Vandeventer, Portland Places, and 

Compton Heights. 

  Pitzman also pioneered the practice of selling property under restrictions. 

  Nelson strongly advocated the principles of the Christian Social Gospel 

movement. His goal was to build a decent place for working-class people, who were 

being forced to live under hellish conditions in overcrowded and unhealthy urban 

tenements, by offering them plenty of natural light, fresh air, sanitation and a safe supply 

of water. 

  Public health was an issue dear to Nelson's heart. In 1847, when he was only three 

years old, typhoid claimed the life of his mother and several other members of his clan of 

immigrants during their layover in New Orleans. And, while living in St. Louis he and his 



wife lost three of their five children to contagious diseases. 

  In his ideal village Nelson was determined to prevent the overcrowding that he 

believed had helped fuel these epidemics. To this end Nelson had Pitzman insert a 

restrictive covenant in every village deed limiting occupancy to a single family.  

  The restriction proved to have an unexpected consequence. 

  When Nelson first came to the Edwardsville area in 1890 with a proposal to build 

from scratch a new ideal community on the outskirts of the town, the established 

Edwardsville retail merchants expressed their concern about the possibility of 

competition coming with the development. Once they understood, however, that the new 

community posed no threat because the deed restrictions would preclude competition 

inside the Leclaire boundaries, they became receptive and supportive. 

  When Nelson first opened the Leclaire Cooperative in 1903, some of the 

Edwardsville merchants claimed that he had betrayed them. But, since the site he picked 

was within the city limits, and therefore not subject to the deed restriction, there wasn't 

much his critics could do except to voice their objections. After all, didn't he have the 

right to open a store anywhere he chose so long as he didn't violate any restrictions? 

  Oddly enough the merchants had little to fear because the Leclaire Cooperative in 

Edwardsville would follow one of the key rules of the Rochdale Pioneers Plan. Prices 

would be pegged to market prices--no price cutting would be allowed. 

  For more than a century the Leclaire restrictions have been a bone of contention. 

Time and again Leclaire property owners have had to fight to prevent violations of a law 

that was confirmed in a St. Louis (Shaw Neighborhood) precedent-setting case. 

  The single-family occupancy restriction means exactly what it says. The old-

timers who were still around when I first moved here in 1965 understood this law, 

honored it, and fought hard to preserve it. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

July, 2005 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By Cindy Reinhardt 

Leclaire Anniversary 
 

Leclaire Anniversary 
______ 
 

The former Village of Leclaire passed a milestone of sorts in June when it reached the 

115
th

 anniversary of its founding.  On June 21, 1890, N. O. Nelson, with his employees 

and guests, came to Leclaire to dedicate the company‘s new factory buildings and model 

industrial village.  Hundreds of people attended, so many that eight special cars had to be 

ordered for the train from St. Louis. 

 



Nelson‘s plans for Leclaire were both progressive and radical for the time.  He proposed 

to combat the social problems of the day by providing desirable living conditions, 

opportunities for education and personal improvement and a strong employee/employer 

relationship.  The wonder of it all is that he built this community with no expectation of 

unreasonable personal gain.  With his profit sharing plan, the idea was for the workers to 

also become owners and therefore ―the equal of the boss.‖ 

_____ 

 

 

 

 

 

July, 2005 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By James T. Fralinger 

Madison County Tuberculosis Sanatorium Building Demolished 

 

Madison County Tuberculosis Sanatorium Building 
Demolished 
______ 
 

 The Madison County Tuberculosis Sanatorium building in Edwardsville has been 

demolished to make way for another shopping center.  With it goes another piece of our 

local history and a national legacy. 

 A short distance from this property in what is now the Leclaire National Historic 

District, N. O. Nelson founded a sanatorium in the 1890s.  Then in 1902 Nelson opened 

another facility, the Nelson Health Camp in Indigo, California.  These two facilities were 

among the first free sanatoria in the nation. 

 Illinois Governor Charles Samuel Deneen, who hailed from Edwardsville, said 

this about Nelson‘s endeavors in a speech at an Illinois State Board of Charities 

conference. 

 ―No question but the example set by the St. Louis philanthropist, N. O. Nelson, in 

instituting and endowing a farm and camp for tuberculosis patients in California has had 

much to do with the widespread interest in such provisions.  On the floor of the ancient 

sea where the aseptic air holds wonderful curative properties, Mr. Nelson laid out the 

farm and erected tents which he furnished comfortably and in midst of which he placed 

an eating house.  These accommodations are to be had for a trifling weekly fee, or in the 

event of poverty, the patient may have it all without pay.‖ 

 Tuberculosis (TB) had long been the most deadly of all diseases.  It was 

widespread in densely populated industrial centers where people were herded together 

and close contact with infected persons was frequent.  Studies showed that more than half 

of the people living in large cities were either infected or had healed lesions from bouts 

with it.  Many of its victims were children. 

 In a 1904 article by N. O. Nelson in a popular national publication, he described 

the conditions in California that prompted him to act. 



 ―Hotels and boarding houses refuse them, hospitals are hopelessly overcrowded, 

sanitariums are few and expensive, beyond the reach of the majority.  The climate of 

California on the seaward side of the mountains is rainy, foggy and chilly during the 

winter months; it is not a better climate for diseases than that of the East or the Middle 

West.  Patients come on the general reputation of sunshine, oranges and winter lilies; they 

find a cold reception; they little means or none, they are outcasts.  In many of the cities, 

consumption makes up one fourth of the deaths.  A more pathetic situation I have never 

known, not even in the city slums, or the hospitals, or the battlefield.‖ 

 He describes the location of his California sanitarium: 

 ―To the west and the south, where the horizon is thirty to forty miles distant, a 

deep blue veils the high range and the noble San Jancinto towers over two miles 

heavenward, while I am sitting twenty feet below sea level.  We are in no fear of being 

submerged, for the sand bank fifty miles wide and a hundred feet high that cuts us off 

from the Colorado River and the Gulf of California is more secure than the dikes of 

Holland.  Its flora is sage brush, mesquite tree, greasewood and a few flowers; its fauna 

the coyote, rabbit and a large assortment of birds.  Van Dyke has written a book about it, 

and Remington has painted its rich brown mountains. 

 ―I bought 125 acres of land abutting on Indio Station, an important division point 

on the Southern Pacific, with railroad, hotel, shops and extensive yards, a village of about 

50 houses and 300 people.  This tract I have improved for beauty and for use with deep 

wells and pumping plant for irrigating and domestic water supply.  Besides the camp 

proper, I mean to have this land in high cultivation for invalids to enjoy and 

convalescents to work and live on temporarily or permanently.  Desert land is 

exceedingly fertile when watered and the crops are extra valuable for being early.  

Cantaloupes are a favorite crop, ripening early in June and yielding as high as $400 an 

acre.  Alfalfa hay yields up to 15 tons a year in ten cuttings. 

 Nelson set up a pumping system that ran around the clock at the rate of about a 

million gallons of water every twenty-four hours.  The camp had a garden, cows and 

chickens.  Nelson planted pepper trees, poplar trees and was about to set 2,000 

cottonwoods.  All around the perimeter of 125 acres, he planted eucalyptus.  He seemed 

determined to turn this desert into a garden paradise and he did. 

 Thanks to the efforts of Governor Deneen and other government leaders, by 1925 

there were about 600 sanatoria in the United States.  By 1926 a total of 1,234,000 patients 

had received treatment in these facilities.  With the development of sanatoria, the 

estimated death rate in the United States dropped from 202 per hundred thousand in 1900 

to 81 in 1927.  From those figures it‘s been estimated that approximately one and a half 

million fewer deaths from TB occurred during the period 1900 to 1925 than otherwise 

would have been the case. 

 Like Edwardsville, Indio is now a prosperous city.  Situated near both Interstate 

10 and the Colorado Aqueduct, it has about 60,000 people.  There, local historians still 

refer with affection to the long-gone experimental Nelson Health Camp. 

 The Madison County Sanatorium played an important part in our history.  Let us 

remember our ancestors who were treated there, cured there, and especially those who 

painfully drew their last breath there.  We should also honor the people who were 

responsible for purchasing the land, constructing the building and staffing the facility. 

________ 



 

 

September, 2005 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By Cindy Reinhardt 

State Historic Marker for Leclaire  

 

STATE HISTORIC MARKER FOR LECLAIRE 
______ 
 

Friends of Leclaire and the City of Edwardsville are co-sponsoring a state historic marker 

for the ―Village of Leclaire‖.  Text for the marker was the result of a cooperative effort 

organized by  President Joan Lame using a combination of suggested texts from FOL 

members Bob Blain, Jim Fralinger, Jim Grandone and suggestions from others in the 

organization.  Thanks are due to all who participated.  Although it will no doubt be edited 

on the state level, the text submitted with the application is as follows: 

 

The Village of Leclaire 

 

Social visionary N.O. Nelson founded the Village of Leclaire in 1890, naming it after 

Edme Jean Leclaire who inaugurated profit sharing in France.  In contrast to unsanitary 

urban tenement districts, Leclaire was a model cooperative village offering pleasant 

working conditions at the N.O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, affordable homes, a 

healthful environment, free education, and many opportunities for recreation and self-

improvement.  To support his commitment to the ―Golden Rule‖, Nelson implemented 

profit sharing and employee benefits.  In 1934, during the Great Depression, the village 

was annexed by the City of Edwardsville.  In 1979, the Leclaire district was placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

October, 2006 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By Cindy Reinhardt 

Leclaire Lake Memories 

 

Leclaire Lake Memories 
______ 
 

 In speaking with older residents and former residents of Leclaire, there are many 

fond memories of Leclaire Lake.  They remember swimming, boating and skating at the 

lake in early years.  A romantic date in the early 20
th

 century would be a boat rental on 



Leclaire Lake during a band concert.  Couples would row out onto the lake to listen to the 

band and hold hands...nothing to risqué back then.  One former resident remembered her 

father telling her about quietly swimming up to the boats and gentle rocking them to 

startle the young couples out for a romantic evening.   

 Swimming was a favorite pastime for local residents and visitors.  Visitors from 

St. Louis would take a train to ―the country‖ to spend the day.  A lack of swimming 

apparel was no problem.  Tom Trigg and his wife, who ran the boat concession for 

Nelson, also rented out bathing costumes.  And although thousands enjoyed the pleasures 

of Leclaire Lake, all was not idyllic.  There were no lifeguards, and over the years there 

was at least one drowning and several near misses that we are aware of.   

 During the winter bonfires and skating parties at the lake were popular 

entertainment.  In recent years there have been few opportunities for skating, although 

some would say with the new depth to the lake, there is a better chance at getting a safe 

ice cover now.  Warmer winters may be the greater determinant though for a skating 

surface. Residents are reminded to look for a green light in the bandstand window.  A red 

light indicates that the ice is not safe. 

 Before the red light system, there were safety issues with skating at the lake.  

Robert Frank of Murphysboro, Illinois has been researching his wife‘s family history in 

Leclaire and found a short article that said 8 year old George Moorman, Jr. and a friend, 

Lester Sean, fell through the ice on Leclaire Lake.  The boys were rescued by two men. 

They were in about five feet of water ―opposite the girl‘s bath house.‖  George fell in first 

and was under the ice.  Fortunately both boys could swim.  Lester was in the water for 

about 15 minutes before he was rescued.  Both boys recovered quickly. Many years later, 

George Moorman, Jr. became mayor of Edwardsville, serving from 1953-1957.   

________ 

 

 

 

 

March, 2007 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By Cindy Reinhardt 

Another Model Town in Illinois 

 

Another Model Town in Illinois 
______ 
 

 In the first pages of our Leclaire history book is a reproduction of a newspaper 

article by reporter Nellie Bly who visited Leclaire in 1894.  Before visiting Leclaire, she 

visited the model town of Pullman, located south of Chicago and her article compared the 

two towns, finding Leclaire to be far superior for the working man.  Since reading that 

article I‘ve wanted to visit Pullman and recently had the opportunity. 

 Pullman was founded in 1880 by George M. Pullman as a location for his 

Pullman Palace Car Company which manufactured passenger rail cars.  It was one of 

America‘s first planned industrial towns.  Pullman thought if he provided working men 

with living conditions far superior to what they typically could afford, that he could 



attract the best of skilled labor and achieve better productivity due to the fine living 

conditions and the positive spirit it would instill in his employees.  In this respect his 

vision was similar to that of Leclaire‘s founder, N. O. Nelson. 

 Where they differed is that The Pullman Company completely controlled the town 

of Pullman and expected it to provide a profit of 6% on his investment.  The town was 

designed to include a variety of buildings, including homes, recreational facilities, parks, 

shops, a church, hotel, school, bank, and of course, the factories.  The bulk of the houses 

were brick row houses with finer homes in front and less finished houses farther out.  All 

of the housing was owned by the company in contrast to Leclaire where the housing was 

privately owned. 

 Pullman didn‘t last long as a successful experiment.  During the depression of 

1893, Pullman was forced to scale back and make drastic cuts to worker wages.  At the 

same time he stubbornly stayed with his original plan of earning 6% on his investments 

in the town of Pullman.  Rents were not lowered and George Pullman refused to 

participate in arbitration.  A walkout by Pullman Company workers became a national 

issue when the American Railway Union joined them on strike and President Cleveland 

sent in Federal troops to restore order. 

 At his death in 1897, Pullman was so hated, that his family buried him in a vault 

encased in concrete so no disgruntled worker could desecrate the body.   A year later, the 

Illinois Supreme Court ordered that the non-industrial housing in Pullman be sold.  The 

sale of the homes in Pullman took place between 1907 and 1909.   

 What is in Pullman today?  The ―jewel‖ of Pullman‘s town was the Hotel 

Florence, named after his favorite daughter.  The spectacular Queen Anne hotel and the 

surviving Pullman Company factory buildings are now owned by the Illinois Historic 

Preservation Agency.  The exterior of the hotel is impressive (a local preservation group 

has been working on it for many years).  The inside requires a bit more imagination.  You 

can see in your mind that it was once a fabulous hotel, but a full restoration would run in 

the millions.  They have 5-6 display rooms on the first floor available to the public and 

are in the process of restoration. 

 The main administration building (clock tower) of the factories suffered a 

devastating fire in 1998, but has since been rebuilt.  The remaining factory buildings are 

in similar condition to the Leclaire factory buildings before they were rescued.  Site 

supervisor, Mike Wagenbach, says they approach reconstruction as a triage project.  First 

you stabilize, then, as funds become available, you do what you can to restore the 

buildings to good health.  Because the Pullman Company continued to operate the 

factories well into the 20
th

 century, manufacturing needs changed and many of the old 

factories were torn down.  But a few remain on the 12 acre site.  The buildings have 

features of Richardson Romanesque style that reminded us of the Leclaire factory 

buildings with their wide arched windows. In some cases the buildings were even topped 

with clearstories for ventilation and light.  Due to the size of the rail cars manufactured, 

the Pullman factory buildings are larger and higher than those in Leclaire.   

 Most of the homes in Pullman also remain but as in Leclaire many have been 

altered.  Before 1907, the Pullman Company allowed no changes in the original design of 

its buildings.  But when the homes were sold, the new owners started making changes to 

suit their own needs.  Many of the homes have been restored but others are awaiting that 



transformation.  Pullman once had 14,000 residents and covered an area of 8 square 

blocks. 

 Pullman today has a Visitor‘s Center where tourist can view two different films 

on Pullman‘s history and view exhibits in their museum.  They can also visit the Florence 

Hotel where tourists can come learn the story of Pullman.  Since establishing the 

Visitor‘s Center, tourism has increased to nearly 10,000 visitors annually. There are 

annual house tours and a self-guided walking tour.    

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

October, 2007 

Leclaire Newsletter 

By Mike Reinhardt 

N. O. Nelson Memorial Fountain 

 

N. O. Nelson Memorial Fountain 
______ 
 

The Journey 

 ―With weather today that is more favorable than any during the past week, 

exercises were to be held this afternoon at 3 o‘clock at the Leclaire school for the 

unveiling of the N. O. Nelson memorial.  The rains of the past week have interfered with 

the work and it was only through most careful planning that the fountain was 

finished…Many of the employes (sic) in the local plant, residents of Leclaire, employes 

(sic) from the St. Louis office and residents of Edwardsville were assembled at the 

grounds early this afternoon.‖ 

(―To Unveil Fountain‖ May 24, 1924 Edwardsville Intelligencer) 

 Thus began ―Turkey-boy‘s‖ journey with the unveiling by James E. Crawford, II, 

of the monument honoring his great-grandfather.  The memorial consists of a statue of a 

boy holding a shell from which water flows while he is astride a turkey, a reflecting pool 

with two frogs spouting water and a red granite tablet which on the opposite side has a 

bronze relief plaque and a water fountain.  Since that Saturday afternoon the memorial 

has been moved three times from its original location north of the schoolhouse near 

where Holyoake and Hale used to intersect.   

 By the early 1960‘s there were no longer any classes in the Leclaire schoolhouse, 

the water fountain didn‘t work, and the monument was in a neglected state and being 

vandalized.  In 1970 the Kiwanis Club of Edwardsville moved the memorial to the new 

N. O. Nelson School on West High Street.  The pool was filled with rocks and 

landscaped.   

 In 1998 the City of Edwardsville received control of the Leclaire schoolhouse, 

which became the Children‘s Museum after renovations.  Two years later the city bought 

the Nelson Memorial from the school district.  It was removed from its location on High 

Street and placed in temporary storage at the old Nelson factory, near, but still far from 



its original location.  It was necessary to once again move the monument when Lewis and 

Clark Community College, the new owners of the Nelson complex, began renovating the 

factory buildings.  In 2001 the Edwardsville Historic Preservation Commission became 

involved.  With their help and that of the city of Edwardsville, the monument was placed 

on the east side of the schoolhouse, very near its original location.  Turkey-boy had 

returned home. 

 

The Monument 

 Within twenty days of the death of N. O. Nelson in California on October 5, 1922, 

employees at the Leclaire factory met to propose that a memorial be built to honor the 

founder of their company and the village of Leclaire.  It was suggested that employees 

give the equivalent of one day‘s pay toward the monument.  Eventually $1,591.20 was 

raised by the workers at Nelson‘s plants.  The total cost was over $7,000, of which 

$6,590 went to the sculptor.  The esteem in which Nelson was held is evident in the 

inscription on the bronze plaque, which bears a relief portrait of him.  ―In Memory of 

Nels O. Nelson   Original thinker, valiant worker, devoted leader in the faith and practice 

of service to his fellowmen, pioneer of profit-sharing and cooperation in America‖ 

 The sculptor was Victor S. Holm, an instructor at Washington University School 

of Fine Arts in St. Louis.  He was a ―nationally known sculptor and a leader in St. Louis 

art circles for 26 years‖, according to his obituary in the November 11, 1935 St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch.  Besides the Nelson monument, Holm is the creator of many sculptures 

and monuments, some of which are familiar sights in St. Louis.  These include the bear 

outside Kiel Auditorium (only the one with the uplifted head on the west side, the other 

was by another artist, a former student of Holm‘s), the musicians  memorial and fountain 

in Forest Park, the Spanish American war memorial at the Civil Courts building, the 

Robert Barnes bust at Barnes Hospital, the statue of Governor Thomas Carlin in 

Carrolton and most impressively, the Missouri State Monument at the Vicksburg Civil 

War Battlefield, a huge monument that cost $40,000 when it was built in 1917. 

 The architect of the monument was Gabriel Ferrand, who was also a member of 

the Washington University faculty.  Ferrand was the consulting architect for the United 

Hebrew Temple on Skinker Boulevard in St. Louis.  This beautiful building is now the 

headquarters of the Missouri Historical Society.   

 Both the sculptor and the architect attended the dedication and were schedule 

speakers.  Ferrand did not speak because of a cold and Holm‘s remarks were not recorded 

by the Intelligencer. 

 

Why Turkey-Boy? 

―What you see is what you see.‖  Frank Stello (artist) 

 Why did Holm choose a cherubic, smiling young boy holding a seashell while 

riding  a turkey to be the subject of his statue?  One  can search dictionaries of symbols 

and iconography for what the turkey, young boy, seashell, and water represent.  

Unfortunately the sculptor‘s words at the dedication weren‘t reported.  L. D. Lawnin, 

Nelson‘s son-in-law, introduced Holm after his own speech.  ―I take pleasure in 

introducing the head of the School of Sculpture of Washington University, a man who 

has done much notable and original work in marble and bronze, Mr. Victor S. Holm.‖  

Despite such an eloquent introduction Holm‘s speech  was not given.  ―The band 



rendered another selection.  It was followed by brief remarks by Victor S. Holm, St. 

Louis sculptor, who spoke on some of the work incident to the memorial.‖  (Edwardsville 

Intelligencer, May 24, 1924) 

 Perhaps Dick Norrish‘s explanation in the August 6, 1970 edition of the 

Intelligencer sums up the statue‘s meaning simply but reasonably.  ―Nelson adored 

children‘ said a long-time resident of Leclaire…This seems to be the reason sculptor 

Victor S. Holm chose a child for the sculpture…The turkey?  Earlier in this century the 

turkey was considered a figure of strength, according to one source and apparently the 

combination of child and turkey summed up the remarkable N. O. Nelson for sculptor 

Holm.‖   

 Perhaps Holm was echoing Benjamin Franklin‘s opinion of the turkey in a letter 

to his daughter concerning what should be the national bird.  ―For the Truth the turkey is 

in Comparison a much more respectable Bird, and withal a true original Native of 

America…He is besides, though a little vain & silly, a Bird of Courage…‖ 

 What do you think?  If any of our readers have a theory on ―what the statue 

means‖ or has any information passed down from generation to generation on the statue, 

let us know.   

 Thanks to Kathryn Hopkins for her research and devotion to the monument.  A 

special thanks for her efforts as chair of the Edwardsville Historic Preservation 

Commission to have the monument returned to Leclaire.  

 
                                                           

 

 


