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FRIENDS 
OF 

LECLAIRE 
Newsletter         

MUNICIPAL BAND 
CONCERT 

LECLAIRE PARK 
The annual band concert at 

Leclaire Park will be held on Sunday, 
June 22 at 4 PM.  Bring your blankets 
or lawn chairs and join us for an 
afternoon of great music in the park.  
Friends of Leclaire will have the 
refreshment table for the concert.  If 
you are willing to volunteer to 
organize or work at the refreshment 
table, please call 656-1294. 

LECLAIRE PARK  
WORK DAY 

Gardening volunteers will meet 
at Leclaire Park at 9 AM on Saturday, 
June 21st to freshen the flower beds 
before the annual band concert 
scheduled on Sunday.  If you are 
willing to help, call Mike Reinhardt at 
656-1294 or just come by the park 
that morning with your gardening 
tools. 

FRIENDS OF LECLAIRE 
OFFICERS  

The following slate of officers 
was elected at the March Friends of 
Leclaire meeting.  Thanks to all for 
agreeing to serve again this year. 

President Mike Reinhardt 
Vice-President   Edna Grench 
Secretary Kathy Krishnan 
Treasurer Cindy Reinhardt 
Trustee Jim Milgrim 
Trustee Jen Rutherford 
Trustee Janet Foehrkolb 

SUMMER BEAUTY AT 
LECLAIRE PARK 

Thanks to several Leclaire 
gardeners and the Edwardsville 
Gardening Club, Leclaire Park will be 
a little more colorful this year.  On 
April 26th Mike Reinhardt, Kim 
Pauli, Edna Grench, Jack & Ginger 
McCall, and Jim Milgrim gathered at 
Leclaire Park to get down and dirty.  
That’s down on their knees to pull 
weeds from the dirt!  They also 
planted flowers & shrubs, swept 
walks and pruned roses.  A new rose 
bush in memory of FOL member 
Micky Slattery was planted in the rose 
garden and snapdragons were added 
to the planter at the northeast corner 
of the lake.  Annuals were also added 
to the Ketcham Garden located on the 
former Leclaire Lake beach.  Zinnias 
were planted around the rest rooms.  
Many thanks are due to all the FOL 
volunteers.  Your efforts will be 
appreciated by park visitors all 
summer long. 

Edwardsville Garden Club has a 
committee that maintains the bed 
surrounding the Leclaire Bandstand.  
Members of the committee are 
Beverly Schulze, Julie Hamilton and 
Alison Lamothe.  This year they 
determined that the shrubs around the 
bandstand were in poor condition and 
needed to be replaced. They 
approached Bob Pfeiffer for 
assistance with removal of the old 
plantings.  The parks department 
agreed to remove the shrubs and also 

purchase replacements.  The ladies on 
the committee created a new 
landscape plan that included holly 
winterberry and boxwoods plus six 
rhododendron bushes. In addition to 
planting the fresh shrubbery, the 
ladies also moved the existing hosta 
and ajuga plants to fit the new design.  
Committee chair, Beverly Schulze, 
said they have daffodil bulbs, lily of 
the valley and Asiatic lilies that will 
be planted soon to complete the 
landscape. This is a beautiful addition 
to Leclaire Park and well appreciated. 

FRIENDS OF LECLAIRE 
TEACHING THE 

COMMUNITY 
Friends of Leclaire will be 

present at several events over the next 
few months to build awareness of the 
Leclaire National Historic District.  
As the populations of Edwardsville 
and Glen Carbon continue to grow, 
there are more new residents that are 
unaware of Leclaire’s unique history.   

You will see Friends of Leclaire 
at the history tent during the Route 66 
Festival on June 13-14 and at the 
Goshen Market on the third Saturday 
of each month.  Please call if you are 
willing to work the Friends of 
Leclaire table at any of these events.  
It’s an easy job…just display the 
historic materials, and perhaps sell a 
shirt or two.  Call 656-1294 to 
volunteer.  As the old saying goes, 
“Many hands make light work!” 

Jim Milgrim & Mike Reinhardt at May Goshen Market 
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SUMMER FUN AT 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 

The Children’s Museum located 
in Leclaire at 722 Holyoake Road has 
a number of summer camps scheduled 
this year for both older and younger 
children.  With dates starting in June 
or July, the camps have a variety of 
activities for any interest and are 
reasonably priced, too.  Call them at 
692-2094 or visit their web site at 
www.childrens-museum.net.  There is 
also a link to the Children’s Museum 
on the Friends of Leclaire web site. 

MEMBERSHIP IN 
FRIENDS OF LECLAIRE 

Membership dues for Friends of 
Leclaire are used to promote the 
history and preservation of the historic 
Leclaire neighborhood.  Founded in 
1890 as an experiment in cooperative 
living, Leclaire was designated a 
National Historic District in 1979.  
Walking tour brochures, books, DVDs 
and other materials on the history of 
the neighborhood are available.  Send 
an e-mail to  

friends@historic-leclaire.org or 
call 656-1294 for additional 
information. Members receive 
quarterly issues of the Leclaire 
newsletter and are eligible for that 
warm fuzzy feeling we all get when 
we know we are supporting a good 
cause! 

Interested in joining Friends of 
Leclaire?  Renew your membership or 
join for just $10 per year by mailing a 
check to: Friends of Leclaire, P.O. 
Box 644, Edwardsville, IL 62025.  
Please include your name, telephone 
number, e-mail and street addresses.   

LECLAIRE SHIRTS 
AVAILABLE 

Friends of Leclaire has t-shirts 
for sale.  Ladies or men’s tees 
featuring the N. O. Nelson Memorial 
Fountain (Turkey Boy!) can be 
purchased at the Leclaire table at the 
Goshen Market on the third Saturday 
of each month or by calling 656-1294.  
Sweatshirts are also available. 

MORE TO SEE  
FRIENDS OF LECLAIRE 

WEB SITE 
www.historic-leclaire.org 
Friends of Leclaire’s web site 

guru, Steve Brockmeyer, has added a 
significant amount of historical 
material to the Friends of Leclaire 
web site.  A year ago we started 
placing current newsletters at the site 
as well as recent photographs.  We 
have now posted there newspaper 
articles going back to the early 1890s, 
as well as house histories, and 
memoirs. As we come across them, 
more articles will be transcribed and 
posted to the web site. We also hope 
to soon include photographs of 
houses, both current and old, with the 
house histories.     

We could use some assistance 
with a couple of projects for the web 
site.  We have copies of a number of 
newspaper articles that need to be 
transcribed so they can be posted.  
The print is VERY small, so good 
eyesight as well as keyboard skills are 
required. 

The second project is the 
coloring book.  If you look at the web 
site, you’ll see we have a kids section 
where the old Leclaire coloring book 
pages can be printed for kids to color.  
Some of the pages are wonderful, but 
others could use improvement.  If you 
have artistic talent and would be 
willing to making some coloring book 
pages for the Leclaire web site, please 
let us know.  Call 656-1294 or send an 
e-mail to:  

friends@historic-leclaire.org. 

MEETING TIME 
REMINDER 

Friends of Leclaire meet on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month in the 
second floor conference room (Room 
224) of Building N3 at the Historic 
Nelson Campus of LCCC in Leclaire.  
Since last February, meetings have 
been held at 7 PM instead of 7:30 PM.   

There are no meetings in August 
or January.  

LECLAIRE HISTORY 
PRESENTATION 

Jim Fralinger spoke to members 
of Friends of Leclaire and the 
community on March 4th about N. O. 
Nelson and his activities after leaving 
Leclaire.  The informative talk was 
appreciated by all in attendance.  One 
of the attendees, Wayne Metzger, 
brought photos from the early days in 
Leclaire including pictures of the 
Leclaire Kindergarten.  The photos 
were loaned to Friends of Leclaire 
who had them scanned and saved at 
the Madison County Historical 
Library before returning the photos to 
Mr. Metzger. 

LECLAIRE GARDEN 
COURT 

Friends of Leclaire has made a 
donation of $600 to Lewis & Clark 
Community College towards 
landscaping the Leclaire Garden 
Court.  Many thanks are extended to 
all who helped with this donation.  
The Gardens of the Nelson Campus 
are funded by individual donations.  
No state fees or tuition money can be 
used for landscaping purposes.  
Donations are always welcome. 

LECLAIRE HOUSE 
HISTORIES PART  OF 

HPC SERIES 
Edwardsville’s Historic 

Preservation Commission presents a 
series of articles during Historic 
Preservation in May that feature 
historic buildings in Edwardsville.  
This year three Leclaire houses were 
included in articles.  Two are on the 
next page and a third at 716 Hale 
Avenue will be in the next issue of the 
Friends of Leclaire Newsletter. 
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Two houses were described in an 
article about houses in Edwardsville 
that are no longer in their original 
location.  Since 1969, the two homes 
at 813 Hale Avenue and 810 
Holyoake Road have been located 
directly behind the house formerly 
owned by Leclaire founder N. O. 
Nelson. Prior to that time they were 
on the block where the CVS and 
Buffet City do business today.  They 
were moved to make room for an 
expansion of the new National Food 
Store in 1969. 

The brick bungalow at 813 Hale, 
known as the Trares House, was 

originally located at 312 Vandalia 
Street.  It was built for Florian Trares 
and his family in the early 1920s.  
Notes by Pauline Meyer at the 
Madison County Historical Library 
tell about her experiences in the house 
in the 1930s when she was friends 
with the Trares daughter, Mildred.   
Meyer said, “One of my most vivid 
recollections of this house is the 
dining room scene of the family at 
dinner or lunch and the maid entering 
from the kitchen into the dining room 
at the command of Mrs. Trares who 
would push a button on the floor 
under the table that relayed a signal to 

the kitchen where the sound of the 
buzzer was heard by the maid.  
Considering the small size of this 
house, I was always amused by this 
scene.”  She went on to say that “the 
Trares family had been early residents 
of Edwardsville and done well by 
doing good.”   

The Trares family was a 
prominent one in Edwardsville 
history.  When you look at the east 
side of the 200 block of Main Street 
you see mostly buildings erected by 
members of the Trares family.  They 
also built some of the houses on St. 
Louis Street and owned several homes 

810 Holyoake Road 

813 Hale Avenue 
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along Vandalia Street.  Florian Trares 
was an attorney, and his daughter 
Mildred whom Pauline Meyer played 
with as a child, was to become an 
actress.  She eventually moved to 
New York where she met and married 
George Schaffer, a movie director and 
producer of many early Hallmark Hall 
of Fame productions, in one of which 
Mildred had a role. 

On September 22, 1969, the 
Intelligencer printed a picture of the 
house at 813 Hale Avenue “rolling” 

down the street.  Although the photo 
is grainy, a man can be seen standing 
on the porch roof checking for 
potential problems.  The newspaper 
reported that the “Mobile Home” 
created a need to cut a few limbs to 
clear a path and that electricity was 
temporarily shut off along the route 
because the house would scrape 
against the power lines. 

The house at 810 Holyoake 
Road, known as the Barton House, 
was originally located at 111 

Fillmore.  The house had been built in 
the early 1950’s for J. Fred & Ruth 
Barton.  Sometime after it was built, a 
second house was built onto the back 
of the original house, possibly for an 
in-law.  By the time it was moved in 
1969, both front and back portions of 
the building were rented to tenants.  
One of those tenants, Friends of 
Leclaire member Ron Steckling, 
remembers that the house was 
separated into two pieces for the move 
to Leclaire.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

From the Edwardsville Intelligencer 
Saturday, August 2, 1924 

OPENING NEW PARK 
------- 

ATHLETICS TO PLAY BALL ON 
LEGION GROUNDS 

------- 
Grandstand for Fans is Under 

Construction at Present. 
------- 

Edwardsville’s new base ball 
park, the diamond laid out at the 
American Legion Park, will be 
opened Sunday afternoon with a game 
between the Leclaire Athletics and the 
Troy Firemen.  Troy maintains a good 
team and they have not played here 
for about two years. 

Work on the Legion diamond has 
been under way for the past several 
weeks.  The infield has been skinned 
and the outfield is mowed.  The field 
is so situated that it will make a 
desirable space. 

Construction of a grandstand to 
seat 700 to 1000 persons is under 
way.  The concrete pads are in place 
and some of the other work is done.  
Completion of the grandstand will be 
deferred until after the Legion 
Carnival two weeks hence, much of 
the lumber used in it being placed in 
the structure.  The screen backstop is 
up. 

Opening of the park will 
probably put an end to the big Sunday 
baseball games on Leclaire diamond.  
Some objections have been raised in 
the past by residents around the park 
on account of the noise of the 

audience as well as the large number 
of automobiles. 

Nelson Lawnin said today that no 
definite action has been taken.  He 
and his father want to give the new 
grounds all of the encouragement 
possible.  They also desire to 
encourage athletics and the field can 
be used by boys and girls for ball 
games and other sports. 

As long as the sports do not 
interfere with residents about the 
diamond they will be permitted. 

From the Edwardsville Intelligencer 
Friday, March 26, 1915 

SWAT FLY IS URGED 
------- 

NELSON COMPANY SENDS OUT 
FLYERS TO RESIDENTS 

------- 
Urges Necessity of General Cleanup 

At the Present Time 
------- 

Safety first has a new meaning in 
Leclaire, just at present.  It means 
right now, “swat the fly early.”  One 
fly swatted in April prevents a 
thousand in May and a million in June 
and so on.  The exact numerical count 
may be a trifle off, probably is too 
low, but the general idea is absolutely 
correct. 

Residents of Leclaire are being 
urged in circulars sent out by the N. 
O. Nelson Company to swat the fly 
right now.  The many advantages of 
doing this early are pointed out, and 
the hope is expressed that by this and 
other good measures, Leclaire may be 

kept largely free from the pests this 
summer.  The Nelson Company also 
has a large quantity of literature on the 
subject which will be given general 
distribution. 

According to L. D. Lawnin, 
secretary of the company, Thursday 
and Friday of next week, April 2 and 
3, have been set aside as clean-up 
days in Leclaire.  On those days a 
concerted effort will be made to get 
rid of anything unlovely.  Leclaire 
always presents an enviable spectacle 
of cleanliness, so the need there is not 
so great as in many places, but just the 
same residents are going to work 
together for the general good. 

The company will co-operate 
with men and teams and it is figured 
that by Saturday evening of next week 
Leclaire will be scoured and brushed 
and polished in a way to provoke 
admiration.   

Mr. Lawnin is directing 
particular attention to refuse 
containers.  It is urged that barrels, 
boxes or cans in which garbage is 
placed should have metal covers 
extending several inches down, all 
around, as being beneficial in 
preventing (the) spread of insects.  
Those who own livestock are urged to 
handle the manure piles at least once a 
week, seeing that the sun has a chance 
to kill the germs.  Flies develop in 
eight days in an untouched manure 
heap, it has been demonstrated. 

 
Thanks to Cindy Reinhardt for 
copy. 


